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Parlia- 


Parliamentary  Debates.  — ,  ^ 

^he  Fourth   Seflron  of   the    Third    Septennial 
Pariiaii.ent    continued, ' 

Further  Z)(?^^ to  about  the  Pension-Bill. 

TH  E  principal  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  Argurenti 
the  temporal  Lords  againft  the  bill  were,  ^-u!^^*^^ 
that  in  cafe  fuch  a  bill  fhould'  be  paiTed  ii>  ' 
to  a  law,  it  would  not  thereafter  be  in  the  power  of 
the  crown  to  reward  thofewhS  had  done  fignal  fcr- 
vices  to  the  publick,  without   at  the   fame   timiC 
dilabling  them  to  ferve  their  country  any  longer  as 
members  of  the  houfeof  Commons,v/hich  they  faid 
was  moft  unreasonable  :  for  a  man  who  had  before 
ferved  the  public  fo  well,  as  to  deferve  not  only  the 
thanks  of  the  people,  but  a  reward  from  the  crown, 
was  in  their  opinion  the  mod  proper  pcrfon  to  be 
intruded  by  the   people  as  their  reprcfentative  in 
Parliament :  That  a  great  many  of  thofe  pods  and 
places  that  are  for  life,  required  fo  clofe  an  atten- 
dance, that  the  perfons  who  enjoyed  them  could  not 
flay  for  any  time  at  London^  or  attend  the  bufmefs 
of  Parliamc-nt ;  and  that  there  were  many  other 
places,  the  poffelTors  of  which  were,   by  the  laws 
then  in   being,  difabled  from  being  members  of    - 
the  houfe  of  Commons :  That  the  multiplicity  ajid 
variety  of  the  public  bufmefs  made  it  neccffliry  to 
employ  fo  many  gentlemen  of  good  character  and, 
education,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
to  provide  fufncient  rewards  for  all  thofe  who  had 
ferved  the  public  faitiifully  in  their  refpedive  Ra- 
tions, without  giving  penfions  to  fome,  till  an  op- 
portunity fhould  offer  for  providing  better  for  them  ; 
and  it  would  be  hard  to  exclude  any  man   from 
Vol.  X.  B  /  fcrving 
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ferving  his  country  in  Parliament,  only  becaufe  the 
crown,  which  was  the  diftributer  of  public  rewards 
as  well  as  public  punifhments,  hadfhewnadue  fenfe 
of  his  paft  fervices  *,  fuch  a  method  they  faid  would 
be  a  depriving  the  public  of  its  moil  expert  and 
faichf  j1  fervants,  which  would  tend  to  the  deftrudi- 
on  of  the  commonwealth  in  general,  inilead  of  con- 
tributing to  the  fupport  of  the  liberties  and  proper- 
ties of  the  people. 

They  faid  farther,  That  they  could  find  no  fuiE- 
cient  provifion  in  the  bill  then  before  themi  for  pre- 
venting bribery  and  corruption,  which  was^he  evil 
they  intended  to  guard  againft  *,  for  no  good  man 
would  take  a  bribe  from  any  minifter  with  an  inten- 
tion, for  the  fake  of  that  bribe,  to  betray  his  coun- 
try ;  any  man  that  would  do  fo,  muft  be  a  wicked 
and  an  abandoned  wretch,  and  every  one  knew  how 
little  regard  fuch  men  had  for  any  declaration  upon 
oath,  where  no  witnefTes  could  be  brought  to  prove 
the  contrary  of  what  they  fwore  :  So  that  in  their 
opinion  the  bill  as  it  then  flood,  miight  give  occafion 
for  a  great  deal  of  perjury,  without  contributing  in 
the  leafl  to  prevent  the  evil  it  was  intended  againfl:  5 
and  therefore  they  could  not  but  be  againft  a.  bill, 
which  they  forefaw  might  do  a  great  deal  of  mifchief, 
without  doing  the  leaft  good. 

jyr.  SBerhci  The  Bifhop  of  Banger  made  a  very  long  fpeech 
KAcp  of  ag-ajp/t  the  bill,  the  fcope  of  which  was,  '  That  the 
^ch  a-  '  beauty  and  fecurity  of  cur  conilitution  depended 
gfi  the  (,  intirely  upon  the  dependence  that  each  branch  of 
'  our  coxiftirution  had  upon  the  other  tv/o  •,  the  crown 

*  depended  upon  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament,  the 

*  houfe  of  Lords  depended  upon  the  crown  and 
'  houfe  of  Comxmons,  and  the  houfe  of  Commons 

*  depended  upon  the  crown  and  houfe  of  Lords : 
'  That  the  bill  then  before  them  feemed  at  firfl 

*  fight  to  be  a  very  modefi:  and  harmlefs  bill  with 

*  regard  to  the  conftitution,  but  upon  a  more  attcn- 

*  rive 
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'  n-'e  psrulal  they  wouid  find,  th:i:  the  houie  of 
'  Commop.s  might  in  time,  by  means  of  that  bill, 
'  render  themfekes  incirely  independent  both  of  the 
'  crown  and  houfe  of  Lords,  which  would  be  in  a 

*  manner  overturning  the  conftiturion  :  That  the' the 
'  bill  enabled  nothing  but  only  that  the  mem.bers  of 
'  the  houfe  of  Commorjs  fhould  declare,   within  a 

*  fortnight,  what  penfions  or  rewards  they  received 

*  from  the  crov.n,  yet  it  was  not  probable  that  the 

*  inquiry  woii::!  reft  there ;  for  the  houfe  of  Com- 
'  mons  would  probably  from  thence  affume  a  power 
'  to  i  .-.dge  and  determine,  whether  fuch  perfon  re- 

*  ce.vlng  fjch  reward  from  the  crown  deferved  the 

*  fame  or  no  ;  this  was  a  power  which  the  houfe  of 

*  Commons  never  as  yet  pretended  to,  and  if  they 

*  once  got  poffciTion  of  it,  they  might  foon  make 

*  themklves  no:  only  independent,  but  fupreme  over 

*  both  the  crown  and  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  of  con- 

*  fequerxedo  with  both  whatever  they  pleafed  :  That 

*  in  order  to  preferve  cur  moll:  excellent  conilitutlon, 
'  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  preferve  in  the  houfe 
'  of  Commons  a  dependence  upon  the  other  two 

*  branches  of  our   ccnftitution  ;  and  that  therefore 

*  they  fhould  take  a  care  not  to  give  any  fuch  powers 
'  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  as  would  deftroy  that 
'  dependence:  The  giving  of  an  independence  to 
'  the  lower  houfe,  or  their  alTuming  the  fame,  had 
'  always  been  of  dangerous  confequcnce  to  the  crov.n, 

*  and  even  the  houfe  of  Lords  was  thereby  once  de- 
'  clared  ufelefs,  and  intireiy  dilTolved  ;  therefore  he 

*  thought  every  member  of  their  Lordfhips  houfe 
'  ought  to  be  cautious  of  granting  any  new  powers 

*  to  the  houfe  ot  Commons,  and  corfcquently  every 
'  one  of  them  ought  to  be  againll  the  bill  then  be- 

*  fore  them.' 

The  temiporal  Lords  vvho  fpoke  for  the  bill  (for  Arroments 
none  of  the  fpiritual  appeared  in  its  favour)  infilled  ^^^^J^^'-  ^f 
mucn  upon  tne  dangers  accruing  irom  bribery  and  bin. 

B  2  cor- 
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corruption  •,  they  fhewed  that  the  Roman  common- 
wealth had  been  thereby  ruined,  and  that  the  Roman 
Emperors  governed  as  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically 
with  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  Roman  fe- 
nate  by  the  means  of  bribery  and  corruption,  as  if 
there  had  been  no  fenate  at  all  :  That  the  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  corrupting  the  members  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons  wa«  doing  no  injury,  or  offering  any 
affront  to  the  crown  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
providing  for  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  crown  ; 
for  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  crown  ever 
would,  or  ever  could  have  any  occafion  to  bribe  or 
corrupt  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Commons :  That 
houfe,  they  faid,  was  in  a  manner  the  grand  inquefb 
of  the  nation,  from  whom  the  crown  was  to  receive 
information  of  all  the  complaints  and  demands  of 
the  people  ;  That  the  fafety  of  the  crown  depended 
upon  the  affe6lions  of  the  people,  and  it  wasimpof- 
fible  to  preferve  their  aftedions,  without  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  their  complaints  and  dehres;  and  there- 
fore it  w^as  for  the  intereft  of  the  crown,  that  the 
channel  through  which  fuch  information  was  to  be 
conveyed,  fhould  remain  pure  and  incorrupt. 

They  faid,  that  bribery  and  corruption  were  never 
to  be  dreaded,  nor  would  ever  be  put  in  pradlice  but 
by  princes  of  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  difpofition, 
or  by  wicked  minifiiers  who  were  refolved  to  plun- 
der the  nation,  and  would  therefore  give  hundreds 
to  fuch  as  would  floop  to  be  their  tools  and  agents, 
in  order  that  they  might  fqueeze  thoufands  from  the 
people :  None  but  fuch  wicked  men  would  ever  en- 
deavour to  bribe  any  man,  or  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  betray  his  truft  :  Againft  fuch,  the  people  ought 
always  to  be  upon  their  guard  :  By  fuch,  even  this 
nation  had  fuffered,  and  therefore  they  had  the  more 
reafon  to  take  all  poffible  care  to  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future. 

In  anfwer  to  the  above-mentioned  objections  a- 
gainft  the  bill,  they  faid,  that  though  it  fhould  pafs 

into 


A.  1731.         DEBATES. 

into  a  law,  tlie  crown  would  ftill  have  power  enough 
to  reward  thofe  who  deferred  well  of  their  country, 
for  there  were  fine-cure  places  of  honour  and  profit 
for  life,  enough  in  the  kingdom,  to  reward  all  thofe 
who  had  done  any  real  fervice  to  their  country;  un- 
Jefs  it  was  to  be  fuppofed,  which  they  hoped  would 
never  be  the  cafe,  that  every  man  was  to  have  a  re- 
ward, v;ho  voted  in  Parliament,  which^sver  way 
the  minifters  of  the  crown  pleafed  to  dired  him  ; 
but  that  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  any  deficiency,  the 
crown  had  it  in  their  power  to  give  fuch  reward  as 
they  thought  proper,  by  granting  a  penfion  for  life 
to  the  perfon  who  had  done  any  fignal  fervice  to  the 
public,  without  fubje6ling  him  to  any  of  the  for- 
feitures or  difibili  ties  in  that  bill  or  any  former  law 
contained  ;  and  thofe  who  had  done  any  fuch  fignal 
fervice,  deferved,  and  ought  to  be  provided  for,  for 
life,  in  cafe  they  fcood  in  need  of  it,  and  not  to  be 
left  depending  for  their  daily  bread  upon  the  whim 
of  a  minifter  or  favourite. 

As  to  the  method  for  preventing  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption propofed  by  the  bill  then  before  them,  they 
wifhedthat  any  method  more  effedual  could  be  con- 
trived •,  but  its  not  being  in  their  power  to  conrrive  a 
method,  which  might  be  called  an  effedual  and  ab- 
folute  bar  to  the  great  evil  of  bribery  and  corruption, 
was  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  refufe  the  m.ethod  tha? 
was,  or  any  method  that  could  be  propofed  :  They 
were  forry  to  find  the  fancftity  of  oaths  fo  much  ri- 
diculed and  negledledjas  they  feared  they  were  in  the 
prefent  age ',  but  they  hoped  it  would  be  no  crime  in 
them  to  lay  a  man  under  thenecefilty  of  being  guilty 
of  perjury,  before  he  could  be  guilty  of  the  other 
crime  of  betraying  his  country  :  Few  men  they  faid 
becamie  at  once  wholly  abandoned,  and  the  horror 
of  being  guilty  of  a  falfe  oath  might  perhaps  have 
more  weight  with  fome  men,  than  the  horror  of  be- 
ing guilty  of  the  crime  of  treachery,  which  is  a  crime 
of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  guilt  of  it  is  not  always  ap- 

B  3  parent; 


Par  l  I  a  m  e  n  tar  y       A.  173  r. 

parent  at  the  time  it  is  committed,  even  the  moft 
wilful  betrayers  of  their  country  are  feldom  fenfible 
of  the  fatal  confequencesof  their  treachery,  till  they 
find  themfelves  involved  in  the  ruin  that  they  have 
brought  upon  their  country. 

The  Earl  of  6'/r^?/'W  particularly  faid,  that  thongh 
fome  men  might  be  hardy  enough  to  declare  a  faifity, 
upon  oath,  v.'here  there  was  no  man  prefent  who,  as 
they  thought,  knew  :ne  contrary-  yz  he  believed  no 
man  would  have  afTurance  enough  to  declare  upon 
oath,  that  he  had  no  penficn,  in  the  very  face  of  the 
man  who  paid  him  his  money,  and  wh  :  ipon  hear- 
ing fach  a  declaration  muft  knov/  and  muft  think 
him  a  moft  abandoned  villain:  for  no  in?.n  could 
well  bear  to  be  thought  or  known  to  be  a  downright 
villain,  even  by  his  greateii>  enem.y,  and  far  lefs  by 
his  bofom  friend. 

As  to  the  Revd.  Prelate's  argument  they  faid, 
they  were  very  far  from  having  the  leafl  thought  of 
weakening  that  legal  dependence,  which  each  of  the 
branches  of  our  conftitution  had  upon  the  other  two, 
nor  could  they  find  any  fuch  tendency  in  the  bill  be- 
fore them  :  What  they  were  for,  and  what  every 
good  Chrif:ian  muft  be  for,  was  all  that  was  or  could 
be  intended  by  that  bill,  and  that  v/as  to  prevent  any 
pernicious  and  corrupt  dependence  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  upon  the  fervants  or  minifters  of  the  crown  s 
They  inlifted  that  there  was  no  claufe  in  that  bill, 
that  could  ever  give  occafion  to  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  afTume  any  new  or  extraordinary  power;  it 
was  provided  by  that  bill,  that  any  member  refufing 
to  take  the  oath  therein  mentioned,  fhould  by  fuch 
refufal  forfeit  his  feat  in  Parliament-,  this  was  indeed 
fubjedling  the  member  to  a  forfeiture,  but  giving  no 
new  power  to  the  houfe,  except  that  of  adminiftring 
the  oath :  for  if  the  member  had  no  penfion,  he  might 
freely  take  the  oathi  and  if  he  had  fuch  penfion,  he 

was 
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was  by  former  laws  declared  incapable  of  having  a 
feat  in  Parliament :  fo  that  all  that  was  new  in  this 
bill  was  only,  a  new  method  of  difcovering  whether 
or  no  a  man  was  capable  of  being  a  member  by  the 
flanding  laws  of  the  realm. 

As  to  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  whereby  a  man  13 
obliged  to  declare  to  the  houfe  when  he  receives  any 
gratuity,  ^c.  from  the  crown,  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, they  fiid,  had  no  new  power  given  them  by 
the  bill,  but  only  the  power  of  receiving  fuch  decla- 
ration ;  for  if  the  ^-Uuity  that  he  had  received  ironi 
the  crown  did  not  difabie  him  from  continuuig  a 
member  by  former  lav/s,  the  houie  could  not  by  any 
claufe  in  the  bill  proceed  to  determine  tha-:  to  be  an 
incapacitv,  which  was  not  declared  fo  by  iormer  dif- 
abling  lav'S ;  and  whether  a  man  be  by  law  under 
any  incapacity  of  being  a  member,  l was  always  under 
the  proper  cognizance  of  ihat  houfe,  and  could  not 
belong  to  any  orher  judicature  v/hatever. 

It  v7as  not  pofiibk,  they  faid,  that  ever  the  houfe 
of  Commons  could,  from  any  words  in  chat  bill,  af- 
fume  a  power  of  judging  or  determining  whether 
any  perfon  receiving  a  gratuity  from  the  crown,  de- 
fcrved  fuch  gratuity  or  no,  or  that  they  could  draw 
any  other  confequences  from  fuch  a  declaration;  buE 
only  to  determine  whether  the  accepting  of  fuch  a 
gratuity  or  reward  came  under  any  of  the  difabling 
laws  in  being  ;  and  without  fuch  declaradon,  where- 
ever  the  houfe  could  prove,  that  any  man  accepted 
of  an  office  or  gratuity  which  fubjeded  him  to  any 
legal  incapacity,  they  were  the  judges,  and  could  de- 
clare his  feat  in  Parliament  vacant  by  the  laws  for- 
merly enafted  ;  fo  that  in  this  cafe  alfo,  all  that  was 
intended  by  the  bill  then  before  them  was,  a  new 
method  of  difcovering  whether  any  of  their  memb.-rs 
had  fallen  under  the  defcripdon  of  any  of  the  for.iKr 
laws  for  difabling  perfons  from  fitting  or  voting  in  die 
houfe  of  Commons  :  Thefe  difabling  laws,  thi^y  faid^ 
v/ere  certainly  thought  reafonable,  o^r-rwiie  they 
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would  have  been  repealed  ;  the  incapacities  by  thefe 
laws  introduced,  diey  faid,  were  necefTary  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  conftitution,  and  if  die  methods 
formerly  provided,  were  not  fufficient  for  difcover- 
ing  of  thofe  incapacities,  new  methods  mull  be  con» 
trived,  which  v/as  the  only  intention  of  the  bill  then 
before  them. 

It  may  beobferved,  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween this  bill  and  the  bill  for  the  fame  purpofe,^ 
which  had  been  rejecSled  the  preceding  feiHon,  is,  the 
laft  claufe  for  limiting  the  term  for  profecutions 
thereupon,  which  claufe  was  added  laft  feflion  by  the 
Gentlemen,  who  brought  the  bill  into  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  to  obviate  an  objedion  that  had  before 
been  made  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  viz.  That  it  v/as 
unreafonable  that  miCn,  who  had  once  been  members 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  Ihould  rem.ain  liable  to 
fuch  fevere  profecutions  as  were  introduced  by  that 
bill  for  all  their  life  after  ;  fuch  profecutions  they  faid 
might  come  to  affe61:  a  man  after  he  was  rem.oved 
from  the  lower  houfe,  and  had  got  a  feat  in  the  houfe 
of  Lords,  it  was  therefore  thought  proper  to  add  the 
laft  claufe,  to  prevent  any  fuch  objedion,  v/hen  it 
was  again  fent  up  to  that  houfe  ;  but  the  adding  of 
this  claufe  did  not  alter  the  fate  of  ti:e  bill. 

Several  anfwers  to  the  *  letter  [printed  Vol,  IX. 
P-  55^9  ^^']  were  publiftied  ;  the  fum  of  which 
is,  that  bribery  or  corruption  is  a  crime  fo  heinous 
and  fo  pernicious,  that  no  man  will  fet  up  openly 
to  defend  it,  or  to  oppofe  any  method  that  is 
propofed  for  prevendng  it  ;  but  that  thofe,  who 
are  fecretly  for  fupporting  and  encouraging  bri- 
bery and  corruption,  give  it  a  pretty  new  name, 
and  call  it  a  necefTary  dependence ;  in  favour  of 
which  new  name  they  ufe  all  the  arguments  they 
can  invent,  tho'   they  are  confcious  to  themfelves, 

that 
*  Letter  from  Camhridge  to  a  Gentleman  at  Londont  datei 
a;  ^///Z,  1731.  rekting  to  the  Penfion-Bili. 
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that  the  mcft  infamous  crime  of  bribery  is  couched 
under  what  they  call  necefiliry  dependence  ;  and 
when  any  method  is  propofed  for  preventing  their 
favourite  vice,  they  endeavour  to  find  out  fome  hob- 
goblin or  another  privately  lurking  in  the  method 
propofed,  with  which  they  endeavour  to  frightea 
people  out  of  their  wits. 

Thus  they  fay  this  letter-writer  had  found  out, 
that  the  houfe  of  Commons  endeavoured  by  this  bill 
to  grafp  at  a  power,  which  in  time  would  have 
made  them  fupreme  over  the  houfe  of  Lords  as  well 
as  the  crovv^n  ;  tHo'  from  the  very  words  of  the  bill 
itfelf  it  will  appear,  as  they  fay,  to  every  impartial 
reader,  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  neither  did  ac- 
quire, nor  could  from  any  thing  contained  in  this 
bill  aflume  any  other  pov/er  than  that  of  putting 
the  oath  or  receiving  the  declaration  ;  and  whether 
fuch  a  power  could  make  that  houfe  fo  terrible  to 
the  crown,  or  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  they  leave  to 
every  uncorrupted  man  to  judge  :  Even  this  power, 
fmall  as  it  is,  if  it  had  been  obtained,  might  perhaps, 
they  fay,  have  made  that  houfe  terrible  to  an  ill-de- 
figning  Prince,  or  a  knavifh  miniiler  ^  it  was  the 
glory  of  the  Englijh  conilitution,  that  it  had  always 
been  fo,  and  it  was  the  aim  of  that  bill,  that  it  fnould 
always  continue  to  be  the  terror  of  afpiring  Princes, 
and  the  fcourge  of  rapacious  minifters  :  while  that 
houfe  continues  to  be  fo,  our  conftitution  is  preferved-, 
but  as  foon  as  it  lofes  that  noble  quality,  it  will  be- 
come defpicablcj  and  our  happy  conilitution  will  be 
at  an  end.  ; 

On  the  23d  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  a  petition 
of  feveral  merchants,  planters  and  others,  trading  • 
to,  and  interefted  in  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  ia 
America^  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  many  others, 
complaining,  that  divers  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedb, 
refiding  within  his  dominions  in  America^  and  elfe- 
^vhere,  had  of  late  years  carried  on  a  trade  to  the  fo- 
reign 


Xd  Parliamentary       A.  1731.^ 

reign  fugar  colonies  in  America ,  from  whence  they 
were  fupplied  with  fugar,  rum,  molafTes,  and  their 
other  produdlions,  inftead  of  thofe  from  our  own 
colonies,  as  well  as  with  foreign  European  goods  and 
manufa6lures,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  laws 
in  being,  and  the  treaty  made  with  France  in  1686; 
and  as  that  new  method  of  trade  increafed,  and  en- 
riched the  colonies  of  other  nations,  fo  it  was  injuria 
ous  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  greatly  im- 
poverifhed  the  Britijh  fugar  colonies,  and  therefore 
the  petitioners  prayed  the  coniideration  of  the  houfe, 
and  fuch  relief  as  the  houfe  fliould  think  fit  :  which 
petidon  being  read,  was  referred  to  the  confidera^ 
tion  of  a  committee,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
accordingly. 

On  the  25th,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  petition 
of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  others,  merchants 
trading  from  the  port  of  Liverpool^  in  the  county 
palatine  q^  Lane  after,  to  his  Majefly's  colonies  in  the 
WeftAndies^  complaining  of  their  fufi^erings  by  the 
continued  depredations  of  the  Spaniards^  who  had 
treated  fuch  as  had  fallen  into  their  hands  in  a  very 
barbarous  and  cruel  manner,  and  praying  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  houfe,  and  fuch  redrefs  as  the  houfe 
fhould  think  fitj  which  petition  being  read,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  fame  committee,  to  whom  the  Briftol 
petition,  mentioned  before,  was  referred. 

On  the  26th,  it  was  order'd,  that  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  fuits  for  tythes,  where 
none,  nor  any  compofition  for  the  fame,  had  been 
paid  within  a  certain  number  of  years  ;  and  Sir  G'lU 
hcrt  Heathcote^  Mr.  Plumer^  Mr.  Glajtville,  and  Mr. 
Papilion,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

On  the  3d  day  0^  March,  the  gentlemen  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  v/ho  appeared  zealoufly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  bill  before-mentioned,  for  difabling  pen- 
fioners  to  fit  or  vote  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  find- 
ing that  the  faid  bill  had  been  rejedled  in  the  houfe 
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of  Lords,  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe,  that  a  com- 
mittee Hiould  be  appointed  to  inquire,  whether  any 
oi  the  members  of  that  houfe  had,  diredly  or  indi- 
re'5tly,  any  penfions  during  pleafure,  or  for  any 
nunsber  of  years,  or  any  offices  from  the  crown  hol- 
den  in  truft  for  rhem,  in  part  or  in  the  whole. 

Tli'jiigh  the  r:  :\^on-bi]]  had  met  with  no  oppofi- 
tion  in  the  houi^  of  Commons,  yet  it  was  remarka- 
ble that  this  motion  was  moil  vigoroufiy  oppofed  ; 
and  wh..^n  at  laft  it  cam:^  to  be  put  to  the  qucftion, 
there  appeared,  upon  the  divifion,  206  againft  the 
motion,  and  but  143  for  it-,  fo  that  it  was  carried 
agilnil  the  motion,  by  a  majority  of  6^  voices. 

On  the  4th  day  of  Marcb^  S\^  Gilbert  Heathcote 
prefented  to  tiiC  houfe  the  bill  to  prevent  fuits  for 
tythes.  ^c,  and  Sir  G^^rg-^  6"^ ^'///^  pre fjn ted  to  the 
houfe  a  hi;',  that  all  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  ju- 
Itice  fhould  be  in  the  EngliJJj  language.  Both  which 
bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  both  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  fame  day  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  que- 
ftion  put,  that  leave  fhould  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  tranflations  of  Bifhops  \  which,  by 
thofe  who  made  the  motion,  was  urged  as  neceflary 
to  prevent  a  too  great  dependence  cf  that  part  of  the 
legiflature  upon  the  crown  ;  but  it  was  anfwered, 
that  it  would  be  a  great  incroachrnent  upon  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  and  ah  injury  to  the  rights  of 
the  clergy  ;  and  therefore,  upon  the  queftion  being 
put,  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  houfe  (according  to  order)  refolveditfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  of 
the  petitions  of  the  merchants  of  Briftol  and  Liver- 
^^^/,  againft  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniai'ds  :  And 
after  having  made  fome  progrefs,  they  refolved  to 
proceed  in  that  affair  next  day,  v/hich  they  accord- 
ingly did  ;  and  after  hearing  council  for  the  petitio- 
ners, and  examining  feveral  captains  and  owners  of 
ihips,  v/ho  gave  an  account  of  above  a  dicufand  fail 
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of  Brittfh  fliips,  which  had  been  taken  or  plundered 
by  the  Spaniards^  without  any  jufl  pretence  of  their 
liaving  been  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  with 
any  of  the  SpartiJJj  dominions ;  the  injuftice  and  vio- 
lence of  thefe  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards^  appeared 
fo  clearly  to  the  committee,  that  they  came  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

1.  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  comrnittee,  that 
the  petitioners  had  fully  proved,  and  made  good  the 
allegations  of  their  petitions. 

2.  That  it  was  t\\t  opinion  of  that  committee, 
that  thehoufe  fhould  be  moved,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  continue  his  endeavours  to 
prevent  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards  for  the  fu- 
ture, to  procure  full  fatisfa6lion  for  the  da  mages  then 
fuftained,  and  tofecure  to  the  Britijh  fubjedls  the  full 
and  uninterrupted  exercife  of  their  trade  and  naviga^ 
tion  to  and  from  the  Britijh  colonies  in  America, 
And  Mr.  Scrope^  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
moved  the  houfe  purfuant  to  this  lafl  refolution  ; 
whereupon  the  houfe  agreed  with  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  refolved  that  fuch  an  addrefs,  as 
above-mention'd,  fliould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty. 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment  in  the 
words  following,  I'd  procure  afull^  prompt  and  fpeedy 
fatisfa^ion  \  on  which  there  was  a  long  debate. 
Thofe  for  the  motion  infifted,  That  it  was  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  Parliament  to  proted,  or  take  a  care,  that 
the  fubjeds  fhould  be  proteded  from  all  injuries 
and  wrongs  both  at  home  and  abroad  -,  and  that  the 
caie  before  them  was  an  injury  of  fo  high  a  nature, 
that  it  required  not  only  a  full,  but  a  prompt  and 
fpeedy  redrefs.  Thofe  againft  the  motion  endea- 
voured to  fhcw.  That  the  adding  of  fuch  words  would 
look  as  if  the  houfe  had  a  diffidence  in  his  Majefty's 
condudl  and  concern  for  the  good  of  his  fubjecSts, 
The  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  the  houfe  came  to  a 
divifion,  and  it  was  carried  againft  adding  thofe  words 
207  againft  135.  Upon 
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Upon  the  30th  day  o^  Aprils  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfd  of  Commons,  and  the  queftion  put. 
That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
mod  humbly  defiring  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
graciouily  pleaicd,  for  the  cafe  of  his  fubjeds  of 
this  kingdom,  to  give  orders  for  difcharging  the 
12,000  men  of  the  troops  of  hisHighnefs  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe-Caffel,  who  were  then  in  the  pay  of 
his  Majefty,"  as  King  of  Great  Britain :  But,  after 
fome  debate,  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  5th  day  o{  May^  it  was  refolved.  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  give  directions  to  the 
commilfioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  to  prepare 
a  reprefenution  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  in  the 
next  fefTion  of  Parliament,  of  the  ftate  of  his  Maje- 
fty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  ^/?;<?nV^,with  refpe6t 
to  any  laws  made,  manufaclures  fet  up,  and  trade 
carried  on  there,  which  may  affed  the  trade,  navi- 
gation, and  manufaclures  of  this  kingdom. 

And  at  the  flime  time  a  motion  was  made,  and 
the.  queftion  propofed.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  graciouily 
pleafed  to  give  fuch  orders  and  inftruflions  to  the 
feveral  governors  of  his  colonies  and  plajitations  in 
America^  as  his  Majefty  ftiall  think  moft  prop-r  to 
prevent  the  fetting  up,  or  to  difcourage  the  improve- 
ment, in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  of  woollen,  linen, 
iron,  and  other  manufactures,  which  may  interfere 
with  and  be  prejudicial  to  the  manufactures  of  this 
kingdom.  But  the  previous  queftion  being  put, 
that'^that  queftion  ftiould  be  then  put,  it  palled  in 
the  negative. 

The  firft  mentioned  addrefs  v/as  next  day  prefent- 
ed to  his  Majefty,  to  which  his  Majefty  was  moft 
graciouily  pleafed  to  anfwer,  That  he  would  give 
fuch  directions  accordingly. 

Upon  the  7th  day  of  Ma\\  a  motion  was  made 
and  the  queftion  pur.   That  an  humble  addrefs  be 

pre- 
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prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  .gi\^e  orders,  that  t:he  proper  ofHcers  do 
prepare  an  account  to  be  laid  before  that  houfe,  in 
the  next  felTion  ot  Parliament,  of  the  value  of  the 
exports  and  imports  between  this  kingdom  and  his 
Majcily's  plantations  in  America^  and  ail  foreign 
countries,  from  Chr\!lmas  1720  to  Chriftmas  173O5 
dill Kiguifhing  each  year,  and  each  plantation  or  fo- 
reign country.  Which  queiliori  pafled  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

The  fame  day  his  Majedy  being  come  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  a  meflage  was  fent  by  the  gentleman 
ufher  of  the  Black-rod  to  the  houfe  of  Commons, 
That  the  King  commanded  that  honourable  houfe  to 
attend  his  Ma jefly  immediately  in  the  houfe  or  Peers  5 
and  Mr.  Speaker  with  the  houfe  being  gone  up,  his 
Majefty  gave  the  royal  aflent  to  feveral  public  and 
private  bills. 

After  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a 
moft  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 
as  follows,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
The  King^sc  y  y  j^  ^  gf^at  pleafure  to  me,  that  at  the  clofe  of 


I 


this  feffion  of  Parliament,  I  am  able  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  hopes  I  had  conceived,  and 
given  you,  of  feeing  very  fuddenly  a  happy  period 
put  to  the  troubles  and  diforders,  which  had  been 
fo  long  apprehended,  are  now,  by  the  treaty  fign- 
ed  at  Vienna^  anfwered  and  accomplifhed. 
*  A  proje6l  of  a  convention  betwixt  the  Emperor 
and  the  maritime  powers,  for  accommodating  the 
differences  and  difputes  that  were  fubfifting,  hav- 
ing been  formed,  the  treaty  is  concluded  and  fign- 
ed  by  me  and  the  Emperor,  and  is  now  under  the 
confideration  of  the  States  General  5  the  forms  of 
that  government  not  admitting  a  previous  concert, 
in  a  negotiation  of  this  nature:  And  as  this  treaty 
principally  regards  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
5  *  Seville^ 
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'  Seville^  it  Is  likewife  communicated  to  the  courts 
'  of  France  and  Spai?t^  as  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Se- 
«  ville  :  And  I  have  juft  received  advice,  that  the 
'  ratifications  between  Me  and  the  Emperor  are  ex- 

*  changed. 

*  The  conditions  and  engagements  which  I  have 
'  entered  into  upon  this  occafion,  are  agreeable  to 
'  that  neceflfary  concern,  which  this  nation  muft  al- 
'  ways  have  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the 

*  balance  of  power  in  £z/r^/^^:  And  as  the  uncertain    ' 
'  and  violent  fcate  of  affairs,  to  which  Europe  was 

'  reduced,  and  the  mifchiefsof  an  immediate  gene- 

*  ral  war,  which  began  to  be  thought  unavoidable, 

*  are  now  removed  ;  this  happy  turn  duly  improv- 
«  ed,  with  a  juft  regard  to  our   former  alliances, 

*  which  it  fhail  be  my  care  to  preferve,  gives  us  a 
'  favourable  profpe6t  of  feeing  the  public  tranquil- 

*  lity  re-eftablilhed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hottfe  of  Commons y 

*  I  return  you  my  thanks,  for  the  effe61:ual  fup- 

*  plies  which  you  have  granted  me  for  the  fervice  of 

*  the  prefent  year,  and  for  the  proper  difpofition 

*  you  have  made  of  the  public  funds,  towards  lef- 
'  fening  and  difcharging  the  national  debt :  The  re- 

*  markable  difpatch  and  unanimity,  which  you  have 
'  fhewn  at  this  critical  conjun6lure,  has  added  very 
'  much  to  the  credit  and  weight  of  your  proceed- 
'  ings  *,  and  you  fhall  find  as  great  a  rcadinefs  on  my 
'  part  to  eafe  the  burdens  of  my  people,  as  foon  as 
'  the  circumflances  and  fituation  of  affairs  will  ad- 
'  mit  of  it,  as  you  have  ihewn  to  raife  the  fupplies 

*  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  public. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  I  hope  at  your  return  into  the  country,  you  will 
®  find  all  attempts  to  raife  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  a- 

*  mong  my  people,  by  unjufl  clamours  and  mifre- 

*  prefentations,  vain  and  ineffedual.  All  malicious 

'  infi- 
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*  infinuations  to  the  prejndice  of  my  meafures  rnuil 

*  lurdy  vanilh,  when  ft  fhall  appear,  that  my  firft 
'  and  principal  care  has  been  for  the  interefiandho- 
'  nour  of  this  kingdom :  Let  it  be  your  endeavour 
«  to  remove  all  groundlcfs  jealouiies  and  apprehen- 
'  fions,  that  the  l^uisfaflion  of  the  nation  may  be  as 
'  general,  as  it  is  my  earned  defire  that  their  hap- 
'  pinefs  may  be  :  Let  all  my  people,  let  all  orders  of 

*  men  enjoy,  quietly  and  unenvied,  the  rights,  privi- 
'  leges  and  indulgencies,  which  by  law  they  are  in- 

*  titled  to  :  Let  no  innovations  difturb  any  part  of 
'  my  fubjeds  in  the  poflefiion  of  their  legal  pro- 

*  perty  :  Let  all  that  are  zealous  in  the  fupport  of 
'  me  and  my  government,  partake  in  common  the 
'  benefits  of  the  prefent  happy  ellablifhment :  And 
'  let  your  good-will  to  one  another,  be  as  extenfive 
'  as  my  prote6t:ion,  which  all  my  good  and  faithful 
'  fubiects  have  an  equal  right  to,  and  may  equally 

*  depend  upon.' 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  hisMa- 
jefty's  command,  faid, 

My  Lords  and  GentUnwn^ 

*  TT  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that 
'  X  ^his  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  ^uefday  the 
'  twenty-feventh  day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here 

*  held  •,  and  this  Parliam.ent  is  accordingly  prorogued 

*  to  ^uefday  the  twenty  fcventh  day  of  July  next. 

7he  Fifth  Seffio?!  of  the  T^hird  Septennial 
Parliament. 

UPON  the  13th  o'i  January^  both  houfes  of 
Parliament  met  at  Weftminjier  according  to 
prorogation,  and  his  Majefty  being  come  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  and  feated  upon  his  throne,  the 
Commons  were  fent  for  as  ufual  s  and  his  Majefty 

opened 
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opened  the  feffion  with  the  following  moft  gracious 
Ipeech,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*  T  T  is  a  great  pleafare  to  me,  that  I  am  able  to  ac-  THe  Kkg" 
'  X  quaint  you,  that  the  expedlations  which  I  have  ^^  ' 

'  from  time  to  time  given  you,  of  feeing  the  gene- 

*  ral  tranquillity  of  Europe  reftored  and  eflablifhed, 

*  are  now  fully  anfwered. 

'  The  fhare  of  credit  and  influence,  which  the 
'  crown  of  Great  Britain  has  had  in  bringing  about 
'  this  difficult  and  defirable  work,  and  which  re- 
^  dounds  fo  much  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  this 

*  nation,  as  it  Is  univerfally  confefTed  abroad,  will, 
*"  I  am  confident,  be  agreeable  to  my  people,  and 

*  acknowledged  with  gratitude  by  you. 

'  It  is  well  knowm,  that  from  the  time  of  con- 
'  eluding  the  quadruple  alliance^  the  feveral  courts 
'  of  Europe  have  been  employed  In  finding  means  to 
'  execute  what  the  principal  powers  had  agreed  to, 
*•  for  the  fucceffion  of  7'ufcany  and  Parma^  in  favour 
'  of  an  infant  of  Spain  •,  but  the  various  jarring  and 

*  contending  interefls,  hard  to  be  reconciled  and 
'  united,  in  effediuating  a  point  of  fo  much  impor- 

*  tance  ;  the  extended  views  and  hopes  of  obtaining 
^  on  every  fide  farther  advantages  j  and  the  natural 
'  jealoufies  and  diftrufls  arifing  among  the  feveral 

*  powers  concerned,  from  fuch  oppofire  principles 
'  and  purpofes,  had  kept  in  fufpenfeand  unexecuted, 
'  what  the  court  of  Spain  had  very  much  at  heart, 

*  and  occafioned  fuch  troubles  and  difturbances,  as 
'  embarrafied  the  affliirs  of  Europe  for  many  years, 
^  and  particularly  affe^lcd  the  interefts  of  this  nation. 

'  You  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  informed  of 

*  the  ditferent  meafures  and  negotiations  that  have,  ' 

*  on  all  fides,  been  carrying  on,  during  this  long 

*  unfettled  ftate  of  affairs ;  and  you  have  enabled 

*  me  to  pcrfevere  in  maintaining  the  rights  and  pof- 

ToL.  X.  C  ^  felTion^ 
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*  fefllons  of  this  kingdosn,  and  in  preferving  the 
'  peace  and  balance  of  Europe. 

'  The  preliminary  articles,   and  the  fubfequent 

*  tranfadlions  thereupon,  not  anfwering  the  exped:a- 
'  tions  of  the  court  of  Spain^  and  creating  a  coolnefs 
'  and  difTatisfadlion  among  the  contra6ling  parties  of 

*  the  firft  treaty  of  Vienna^  laid  the  foundation  of 

*  the  treaty  of  Seville^  and  thereby  diflblved  that 
'  union,  which  had  raifed  fo  many  apprehenfions, 
*■  and  fo  long  alarmed  the  world. 

*  The  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  was  the 

*  great  difficulty  that  fbill  remained  ;  and  this,  un- 

*  fur moun table  as  it  was  tliought,  I  have  by  your 
«  fupport,  and  by  the  confidence  you  repofed  in  me, 

*  been  able  to  overcome,  by  juft  and  honourable 
'  treaties,  without  coming  to  extremities,  and  with- 
'  out. the  hazard  and  expence  of  a  general  rupture, 
'  or  kindling  a  war  in  any  part  of  Europe. 

'  Parma  and  Placentia  are  now  in  the  adual  pof- 
'  feffion  of  the  Infant  Bon  Carlos  ;  the  fix  thouland 

*  Spaniards  d.r ft  quietly  admitted  and  quartered  in  the 
'  dutchy  of  x'ufcanyy  to  fecurc,  by  the  exprefs  con- 

*  fent  and  agreement  of  the  Great  Duke,  the  rever- 
'  fion  of  his  dominions  ;  and  a  family  convention  is 

*  made  between  the  courts  o^  Spain  and  Tufcany^  for 

*  preferving  peace  and  friendHiip  between  thole  two 
«  houfes,  during  the  life  of  the  Great  Duke. 

'  For  perfe6ling  and  finifhing  this  tedious  work, 
*■  conducted  through  a  feries  of  infinite  changes  and 
'  vicifiitudes,  and  incumbered  with  all  the  different 

*  views  of  intereft  and  ambition,  I  concluded  the 
'  late  treaty  of  Vienna^  wherein  I  have  entered  into 

*  no  engagements  contrary  to  former  treaties,  or 
'  tending  either  to  aggrandife  or  reduce  the  power 

*  or  weight  of  any  Potentate,  calculated  purely  for 
'  preferving  a  due  balance,  and  to  avoid  fuch  con- 
'  fufion,  as  new  changes  and  convulfions  upon  future 
^  events   would  unavoidably  create,    and  wherein 

'  Grea: 
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*  Great  Britain  could  never  ftand  by,  and  be  an 

*  idle  fpedlator. 

*  When  this  fhall  be  duly  confidered,  and  it  fliall 

*  be  feen,  that  the   wounds  which  have  been  long 

*  bleeding  are  intirely  healed,  groundlefs  jealoufies 

*  will  ceafe,  ill  humours  will  fublide,  and  peace  and 
^  good  harmony  return  together  ;  all  diffidence  and 

*  diftrufb,  the  natural  effeft  of  repeated  delays,  art- 

*  fully  inflilled,    and  induftrioufly  improved    and 

*  aggravated,  will   be  removed,  and  mutual  fatif- 

*  faction  be  the  confequence  of  the  pun6lual  and  ef- 

*  fedlual  performance  of  all  engagements  on  our  fide, 

*  which  will  ever  be  remembered  with  great  regard 
'  and  honour  to  this  crown  and  nation,  and  leave 
'  an  indifpenfible  obligation  upon  thofe  that  are  im- 
'  mediately  concerned,  to  make  fuch  returns  as  ho- 
^  nour  and  juftice  call  for  and  demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
y  The  eflimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  yea^ 
'  fliali  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you,  which  you 

*  will  obferve  to  be  confiderably  lefs  than  thofe  of 

*  former  years  :  It  is  a  pleafure  to  me  to  give  eafe  to 
^  my  fubjecfls,  whenever  the  welfare  of  the  public 

*  will  admit  of  it.  You  have  feen  the  happy  efFedls  of 
«  your  former  zeal  and  refolution ;  fuccefs  has  at- 
^  tended  my  meafures,  and  you  reap  the  fruit  of  my 

*  endeavours,  and  your  confidence  in  me;  and  it 
'  muft  be  a  fitisfadlion  to  you  to  refledl,  that  all  the 

*  expences  you  have  lately  made,  are  amply  recom^ 

*  penfed  by  preventing  and  avoiding  far  greater. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  This  happy  fituation  of  affairs,  I  promife  my- 
'  felf,  will  infpire  you  all  with  fuch  temper  and  una- 
'  nimity,  and  fuch  a  feafonable  zeal  for  the  public 

*  good,  as  becomes  a  Parliament  fenfible  of  the  great 

*  bleffings  they  enjoy  :  The  duty  and  the  affedioos 

*  of  my  fabjedls  are  all  the  return  i  defire  for  my  pa- 

Q  %  *  ternal 
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*  ternal  love  and  concern  for  them.     My  govern- 
^  ment  has  no  fecurity  but  what  is  equally  conducive 

*  to  your  happinefs,  and   to  the  protedion  of  my 

*  people  ;  and  your  profperity  has  no   foundation, 

*  but  in  the  defence  and  fupport  of  my  government ; 

*  our  fafety  is  mutual,  our  intereils  are  infeparable.* 


After  his  Majefty  had  retired,  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Chancellor  reported  this  fpeech  to  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  and  a  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs, 
which  was  agreed  to  in  the  terms  propofed  without 
any  great  debate,  and  a  committee  being  named,  the 
following  addrefs  was  by  them  drawn  up  and  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe,  viz. 

Muft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
3  urds^*  '  \\T  ^  y^"^  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
iddrefs.      '    V V     fubje(5ls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 

*  in  Parliament  affembled,  come  with  hearts  full  of 

*  duty  and  gratitude,  to  return  the  humble  thanks  of 
'  this  houfe  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech 

*  from  the  throne. 

*  We  fhould  appear  infenfible  of  our  own  happi- 

*  nefs,  and  difregardful  of  the  honour  of  this  nation, 

*  if  we  did  not  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Ma- 
'  jefty,  on  your  having  made  the  crown  of  Great 

*  Britain  fo  great  and  fignal  an  inftrument  of  reftor- 
'  ing  and  fecuring  the  general  tranquillity  oi  Europe^ 
'  and  that  in  a  manner  the  moft  advantageous  and 

*  moft  honourable  to  this  kingdom  :    Such  is  the 

*  fuccefs  we  may  juftly  expedt  will  ever  attend  the 
'  meafures  of  your  Majefty,  purfuing  fteadily  the 
'  true  intereft  of  your  pc^ople,  and  affifted  with  the 
'  advice  and  fupport  of  a  Britijh  Parliament. 

*  Your  Majefty  has  been  graciouily  pleafed  to  re- 

*  capitulate  on  the  fcveral  treaties  and  negotiations 

*  framed  and  carried  on,  during  many  years  paft,  for 

*  the  adjufting  the  different  interefts  and  interfering 

*  views  of  the  great  powers  oi  Europe ^  which,  though 

'  cal- 
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*  calculated  with  the  greatefl  wifdom^and  juftice  for 
'  fo  defirable  an  end,  have,  through  a  long  fcene  of 

*  violent  contentions,   met  with   thofe  unavoidable 

*  delays,  which  your  Majefty,  in  tendernefs  to  your 

*  fubjedls,  and  out  of  an  anxiety  for  their  happinefs, 
'  has  fo  often  been  pleafed  to  regret  from  the  throne. 

*  We  have  now  the  great  fatisfadlion  to  obferve,  that 
*•  thofe  very  difficulties   and  diftradions,  thofe  jar^ 

*  ring  and  contending  interefls,  oppofite  to  the  pub- 

*  lie  good,  and  to  each  other,  have,  by  your  Ma- 
'  jefty's  wifely  improving  each  critical  conjun<5lure, 

*  by  reconciling  mutual  pretenfions  and  claims,  or 

*  by  defeating  and  difuniting  dangerous  leagues  and 

*  conjun6lions,  and  above  all,  by  an  uninterrupted 
'  perfeverance  in  maintaining  the  rights  and  poiTef- 
'  fions  of  this  kingdom,  been  each  made  fubfer- 

*  vient  and  contributing,  in  various  ways,  to  the 
'  great  work  of  p^^ace,  which  your  Majefty  has  fo 
'  long  laboured  to  procure  for  us,  and  has  now  hap- 

*  pily  accomplifhcd. 

*•  The  difficulties  that  attended  the  execution  of  the     , 

*  treaty  of  Seville,  without  coming  to  an  open  rup^ 

*  ture^  and  trufting  to  the  uncertain  event  of  war, 
'  fo  much  the  grounds  of  juft  concern  and  apprehen- 

*  fions  in  fome,  and  of  fecret  hopes,  or  even  boafts 
'  of  others,  have  been  intirely  removed,  with  the 
'  exprefs  confent  of  thofe  princes,  who  alone  claim- 
^  ed  a  right  to  oppofe  it,  and  who  have  themfelves 
*•  become  parties  in  the  making  iteffedual ;  andfuch 
'  have  been  the  happy  confequences  of  your  Maje- 
'  fty'^s  meafures,  that  the  moft  fuccefsful  war,  in 
'  which,  as  experience  teaches  us,  the  profperous. 
'  do  not  always  reap  the  advantage,  could,  at  the 
'  expence  of  the  blood  and  treafure  of  this  nation, 

^  have  produced  only  that  quiet  and  juft  balance 
^  of  power,  which  your  Majefty,  by  negotiations, 
^  and  juft  and  honourable  treaties,  has  eftabliihed. 

C  a  *  Yoqr 
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*  Your  Majefly  has  not  only  given  immediate 

*  peace  to  your  kingdoms,  and  excinguifhed  thofe 
'  flames  that  muft  very  foon  have  embroiled  all  Eu- 
'  rope^^  but  in  the  finiiliing  this  glorious  defign,  has 
'  carried  yet  farther  your  great  views  for  the  public 

*  tranquility,  by  framing  and  concluding  the  late 
^  treaty  of  Vienna^  whereby  the  dangers,  which  too 
'  evidently  appeared  likely  to  arife,  of  new  dilFe- 
'  rences  and  confufions  upon  future  events,  are,  as 

*  far  as  human  prudence  can  operate,  obviated  and 

*  prevented,  without  entering  into  any  engagements 
'  contrary  to  former  treaties,  or  having  a  tendency 
'  to  raife  or  deprefs  any  power  abroad :  And  it  is 
■*  from  this  happy  fituation  of  affairs,  we  may  rea- 

*  fonably  hope,  that  by  our  duly  fupporting  and  de- 

*  fending  your  Majefty's  government  at  home.  Great 
^  Britain^  inftead  of  being  neceflarily  involved  in 
'  new  troubles  and  convulfions,  may  with  fafety, 
^.  eafe,  and  honour,  fhare  with  our  allies  the  happy 
^  benefits  of  a  general  peace. 

^  The  whole  feries  of  your  Majefly's  a6lions  had 
^  already  proclaimed  the  gracious  declaration,  which 
'  your  Majefty  in  your  great  goodnefs  has  been  plea- 
'^  fed  to  make  from  the  throne.  That  the  fafety  of 

*  the  crown  and  of  the  people  is  mutual,  and  their 
'^  intereds  are  infeparable.     This  lays  us  under  the 

*  higheft  obligations  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we 
'  will  proceed  in  difcharging  the  truft  repofed  in  us, 

*  with  fuch  temper  and  unanimous  zeal  for  the  pub- 
'  lie  good,  as  becomes  a  houfe  of  Parliament,  truly 

*  faithtul  and  affectionate  to  the  prince  that  reigns 

*  over  them,  fully  fenfible,  that  our  rights  and  liber- 
'  ties  depend  on  the  ilrength  and  fecurity  of  your. 

*  Majefty's  government,  and  endeavouring  to  merits 
^  in  fome  meafare,  the  blelTings  we  enjoy. 


His 
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His  Majefty^s  Anfwer, 
My  Lords, 

I'lhcunk  you  for  this  affectionate  and  loyal  addrefs.  As  ^'l  ^V^' 
the  inter  efts  of  my  people^  and  the  J  e  curing  the  pea'ce 
end  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  has  been  my  chief  care 
and  concern^  the  fatisfa5fion  youjhew  in  the  fuccefs  of 
my  endeavours^  cannot  but  be  extremely  acceptable  tome, 
I'ou  may  depend  upon  my  favour  and  prote£fion ; 
and  I  am  perfuaded  I  may  always  rely  upon  your  duty 
and  fupport. 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  houfe,  Mr. 
Speaker  reported  his  Majefty's  fpeech  to  the  houfe, 
and  thereupon  the  Lord  Harvey  rofe  up,  and  after 
having  enumerated  the  many  difficulties  this  nation 
was  brought  under  by  the  intrigues  of  our  enemies 
abroad,  and  the  many  dangers  and  great  expence  we 
would  have  been  inevitably  involved  in,  if  the  war 
with  which  Europe  was  threatened,  had  not  been  pre- 
vented by  his  Majefty's  great  forefight  and  wife  mea- 
fures,  by  the  good  fuccefs  of  which  the  war  was  not 
only  prevented,  but  the  tranquility  of  Europe  was 
fettled  and  eftablifhed  upon  a  firm  and  a  lafting  foun- 
dation -,  he  m.ade  the  following  motion  : 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- ^ add"efs!' 

'  jefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe 

*  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  to 
'  declare  our  higheft  fatisfacftion  in  feeing  the  gene- 
^  ral  tranquillity  o^  Europe  reftored  and  eftablifhed 
'  by  his  Majefty's  credit  and  influence,  with  fo  much 
'  glory  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain^  and  honour 

*  to  this  nation  \  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  his 
'  Majefty's  unwearied  endeavours  for  the  happinefe 
'  of  his  people,  and  his  goodnefs  in  purfuing  with 
^  fteadinefs  and  conftancy,  fuch  meafures  as  beft  con- 
'  duced  to  the  prefer ving- the  rights  and  pofleftions  of 
'  thefe  kingdoms :  To  exprefs  our  juft  fenfe  of  his 
^  Majefty's  great  wifdom,  in  being  able  to  furmounjt 

C  4  ^  ths 
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'  the  various  difficulties  that  fo  long  embarrafTed  the 
^  affairs  of  £^/Jrc^^,  and  particularly  affe6led  the  in- 

*  terelts  of  G^-^^/  Britain  •,  and  by  pacific  meafures 
«  and  negotiations,  to  bring  to  a  happy  conclufion 
'  the  difputes  that  for  many  years  had  been  fubfift- 

*  ing  and  depending,  and  by  juft  and  honourable 

*  treaties,  to  fettle  and  re-eftablilh  the  public  tran- 
'  quillity,  without  the  hazard  and  expence  of  a  ge- 
'  neral  rupture,  or  kindling  a  war  in  any  part  of 

*  Europe  ;  and  to  afilire  his  Majefty,  that  this  houfe, 
'  fenfible  of  the  happy  effe6ls'of  the  confidence  {o^ 
'  juftly  repofed  in  his  Ma  jelly,  and  the  blefTings  we 
'  enjoy  under  his  government,  will  with  chearfuinefs 

*  grant  the  fupplies  necefiary  for  the  fervice  of  the 

*  current  year,  for  the  defence  and  fupport  of  his 
^  Majefly's  government,  and  for  tlie  fecurity  and 
";  prote6lion  of  his  people.' 

Mr.  Clutterbuck  rofe  next,  and  explained  the  feve- 
ral  jarring  interefls  of  Europe,  which  had  all  been 
happily  reconciled  by  his  Majefly's  wifdom  and  good 
conduct ;  and  added,  *  That  as  our  fecurity  depends 
'  upon  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
'  Europe^  \wq  could  not  in  common  prudence  have 
'  fat  unconcerned,  and  feen  any  one  of  the  powers  of 
^^  Europe  fwallowed  up  by  another.     If  any  war  had 

*  broke  out,  we  mud  neceflarily  have  been  con- 
^  cerned,  and  every  man  v/as  fenfible  of  the  fatal 
'  effeds  fach  a  war  might  have  been  attended  with  ; 
^  that  we  were  now  free  from  all  fuch  apprehenfions, 

*  and  as  the  prefent  happinefs  and  tranquillity  not 
*"  only  of  this  nation,  but  of  Europe  in  general,  was 

*  owing  to  the  prudent  and  pacific  meafures  pur- 
'  fued  by  his  Majefty,  he  could  not  but  approve  of 

*  the  terms  of  addrefTing  propofcd,  and  therefore 
'  he  feconded  the  motion  made  by  the  honourable 
^  gentleman.' 

Sir  Wilfred  Lew f on  fpoke  to  the  cffefl  as  fol- 
lows :  '  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ihall  join  with  all  my  heart 
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'  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  moH 

gracious  fp^ech  from  the  throne  ;  but  I  cannot  a- 

'  gree  with  defcending  fo  far  into  particulars  as  are 

'  contained  in  the*motion  made  by  the  honourable 

*  Gentleman  who  fpoke  firfl,  and  feconded  by  the 
'  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  The  tr^a- 
'  ties  upon  which  it  is  pretended,  that  the  tranquil- 
'  lity  oi  Em'ope^  and  the  happinefs  of  this  nation  are 
'  fo  laftingly  eftablifhed,  are  not  now  before  the 
'  houfe  ;  and  therefore,  from  my  own  knowledge,  I 
'  can  fay  nothing  about  them,  nor  can  I  form  a  judg- 

*  ment  of  the  honour  or  advantage  which  will,  from 

*  thence,  accrue  to  this  kingdom  :  but  if  I  judge 
'  from  what  1  hear  or  fee  abroad  in  the  world,  I  mull 

*  be  of  opinion,  that notwithftanding  the  great  things 

*  we  have  done  for  the  crown  o^ Spain ^  and  the  fa- 
'  vours  we  have  procured  for  the  royal  family  of 
'  that  kingdom,  we  have  as  yet  received  very  little 
'  fatisfaction  for  the  injuries  done  by  them  to  this 
'  nation  :  I  have  feen  publifhed  in  our  news-papers, 

*  an  order  or  infl:ru6lion  from  his  Catholic  Majefty 
'  to  the  governors  of  his  ports  in  the  /W/Vj,  relating 
'  to  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Spaniards  up- 
*•  on  our  merchants  trading  in  thofe  Seas.  But  I  cannot 
'  look  upon  this  order  as  any  fatisfaftion  for  the  de- 
'  predations  already  committed  ;  neither  can  Hook 
'  upon  it  as  a  fufficient  check  againft  the  committing 
'  of  any  in  time  to  come  :  There  are  fo  many  con- 
'  ditions  in  this  order,  fo  many  ifs  and  ands^  that 
'  it  affords  a  large  fcope  to  the  Spaniards  in  that 
'  part  of  the  world,  to  go  on  in  the  taking  or  plun- 
'  deringof  our  merchant-fhips,  under  the  pretence 
^  of  their  being  concerned  in  fome  illicit  commerce, 

*  or  of  their  being  found  navigating  in  thofe  lati- 
'  tudes  where  the  Spaniards  may  fay  they  ought  not 
'  to  navigare  :  Thefe  orders  are  fo  general,  that  the 
*-  captains  of  the^"/^;;//^  Guarda-coftas^  and  the  gover- 
\  nors,  who  are  generally  partners  v/ith  the  captains, 

*  may 
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*  may  put  any  conftru6lion  they  pleafe  upon  them  ; 

*  and  we  may  expedl  that  the  conftrudlion  to  be  put 

*  upon  them  will  be  mod  unfavourable  to  the  fub- 
'  jefts  of  this  nation.     I  fhall   not,  Sir,  at  prefent 

*  make  any  motion,  but  as  a  member  of  this  houfc, 
'  I  thought  it  was  incumbent  upon  me,  to  declare 
'  my  fentiments  in  an  affair,  in  which  the  honour  of 

*  this  houfe,  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation  are  fo 
'  much  concerned.* 

Mr- Ship-  ]y[j.^  Shippen  rofe  and  fpoke  to  the  followino;  pur- 
pofe  :  '  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rife  not  only  to  oiter  my 
'  fentiments  againft  the  terms  of  the  addrefs  propo- 
'  fed,  but  likewife  to  make  a  motion  :  It  has,  Sir, 
'  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  been  the  antient  cuftom  of 
'  this  houfe,'  to  prefent  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his 

*  Majefty  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
'  throne  ;  but  fuch  addreffes  were,  in  former  days, 

*  always  in  general  terms  -,  there  were  in  them  no 
'  flattering  paragraphs,  nor  long  compliments  made 
'  to  the  throne,  for  tranfi6lions  and  fucceffes  which 
^  had  never  been  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  of  which, 
'  by  a  necelTary  confequence,the  houfe  mufh  have  been 
'  fuppofed  to  have  been  intirely  ignorant.  It  is  true, 

*  Sir,  we  have,  of  lare  years,  fallen  into  a  cuftom  of 
'  complimenting  the  throne  upon  every  fuch  occa* 
'  fion  with  long  addrelTes  -,  and  this  cuftom  has  been 
'  followed  fo  long,  that  I  am  afraid  it  may  at  laft 
'  come  10  be  a  vote  of  courfe,  to  vote  an  addrefs  to 
'  his  Majefty,  in  fuch  terms  as  fhall  be  concerted  by 

*  thofe  very  men,  whofe  meafures  are  approved  of 

*  by  the  compliment  made  to  the  throne.   I  confefs^ 

*  Sir,  that  I  am  fo  little  of  a  Courtier,  that  I  cannot 
"-  ffeturn  thanks  for  v/hat  I  know  nothing  of,  nor  can 

*  I  applaud  before  I  know  a  reafon  for  my  applaufe  ; 
*"  I  am  not  at  all  againft  an  addrefs  of  thanks  in  the 
•^  ancient  ufual  ftyle  ;  but  tho'  I  fhould  happen 
'  to  be  fingle  and  alone  in  my  oppofition,  which  I 
'  hope  I  fhall  not,  yet  I  am  refolved  to  oppofe  ad- 

'  drefTing 
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drefllng  in  the  terms  moved  for,  ifit  were  for  no 
other  reafon  but  this.  That  fuch  a  motion  may  not 
ftand  upon  the  journals  of  this  houfe  as  agreed  to 
Nemine  contradicente  :  for,  if  not  taken  notice  of 
in  time,  fuch  humble  addreffes  to  the  throne  may 
at  laft  come  to  pafs  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  be 
as  little  regarded  or  oppofed,  as  fome  affairs  now 
are,  which  at  firfl  flood  a  long  conteft  before  they 
could  be  introduced. 

'  Sir,  it  is  no  new  thing  in  me  to  oppofe  fuch 
addreifes  -,  I  have  always  oppofed  them  :  and  tho* 
I  do  not  hereby  appear  to  be  a  good  courtier,  yet 
it  fhews  that  I  have  fome  refpedl  for  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  this  houfe.  Befides,  Sir,  when  fuch 
addreifes  have  been  propofed,  it  has  been  promifed, 
and  we  have  been  alfured,  that  no  advantage  fhould 
afterwards  be  taken  of  any  words  contained  in  the 
complimenting  part  of  fuch  addrefs  ;  but  every 
member  in  this  houfe  knows,  that  when  the  houfe 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  things  more  par- 
ticularly, and  debates  enfued  thereupon,  they  have 
then  been  told  that  they  could  not  cenfure  any  of 
the  paft  tranfadions,  becaufe  they  had  approved  of 
them  all  by  their  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefly 
for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne.  I 
hope.  Sir,  for  the  fake  of  my  country,  that  all 
things  are  well,  that  our  affairs  both  abroad  and 
at  home  are  in  that  profperous  condition  in  which 
they  have  been  reprefented  to  us  ;  but  as  we  can- 
not as  yet  judge  from  the  effeds,  and  as  the  trea- 
ties from  which  this  great  profperity  and  lading 
tranquillity  is  to  arife,  have  not  yet  been  laid  be- 
fore us,  I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  anticipating 
of  the  refolutions  of  this  houfe,  to  thank  his  Maje- 
lly  for  thofe  treaties  which  we  have  not  as  yet  had 
any  opportunity  either  to  perufe  or  confider  ;  and 
therefore  I  move,  that  the  firft  part  only  of  the 
motion  already  made  fhould  (land,  and  that  all  the 
other  complimenting  paragraphs  fhould  be  left 
out.  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pulte- 
ney's  fpeech. 


Mv.Pulieneyi'pokt  to   thecffedlas  follows:  '  Sir, 
I  am  very  willing  that  an  addrefs   of  thanks   be 
prefented    to   his  Majefty   for  his  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  an 
addrefs  in  the  terms  propofed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  the    motion,  becaufe  they 
feem  to  imply  an  approbation  of  all  that  has  been 
tranfadedor  negotiated  by  his  Majefty'sminifters  ; 
I  am  the  more  obliged  upon  this  occafion  to  de- 
clare my  opinion,  becaufe  of  the  motion's  having 
been    made  by  that   honourable   gentleman,  left 
fome  of  my  friends  fliould  be  thereby  milled,  and 
made  believe  that  I  am  for  the  motion  in  its  full 
extent.     We  ought  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  his 
moft  gracious  fpeech,  but  I  cannot  fee  any  reafon 
we  have  to  thank  him  for  our  liberties  and  pro- 
perties ',  they  are  fecured  to  us  by  our  confdtution, 
and,  as  fubje^ls  of  Great  Britain^  we  have  a  natural 
right  to  them,  his  Majefty  is  far  from  having  the 
leaft  thought  of  making  any  encroachments  upon 
them.  As  for  the  treaties  and  negotiations  abroad, 
and  the  honours  and  advantages  we  have  by  them 
acquired,  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  take  notice 
of  them  -,  for  till  they  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  we 
muft  be  prefumed  to  be  ignorant  of  them.  For  my 
own  part,  1  fliall  be  glad  to  know  that  we  are  now 
at  laft  got  into  a  right  way  ;  but  fuppofing  that 
all  is  now  right  with  us,  I  am  certain  there  was  a 
time  fome  years  ago,   when  we  might  have  been 
as  right  as  we  are  now%  and  upon  the  fame  condi- 
tions: If  we  had  embraced  that  opportunity,  a 
great  deal  of  money  would  have  been  /lived  to 
the  nation  ;  but  in  thole  days,  \.\\t  guaranty  of  the 
Pragmatic  fanulion  was  looked  on   as  inconfiftent 
with  the  intereft  and  happinefsof  this  nation,  and 
was  reprefented  as  fuch  even  by  thofe  who  have 
now  agreed  to  it.  What  were  their  reafons  for  re- 
prefenting  it  in  fuch  an  hideous  fhape  at  that  time, 
and  for  placing  it  now  in  fo  amiable  a  view,  I 
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'  cannot  comprehend  :  For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I 
'  do  not  fee  any  neceflity  we  were  under  of  agree- 

*  ing  to  it  even  at  this  prefent  time.  By  our  agree- 
'  ing  to  that  guaranty,  we  lay  ourfelves  under  an 
'  obligation  of  afTifting  the  Aujirian  Family  when- 
'  ever  they  fhall  be  attacked  by  any  potentate  what- 
'  ever,  except  the  Grand  Seignior :  they  may  hap- 
'  pen  to  be  attacked,  when  it  will  be  much  againft 
'  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  to  engage  itfelf  in  a  war 

*  upon  any  foreign  account ;  and  if  they  fhould  ac- 
'  quire  many  more  territories,  it  may  be  for  the  in- 

*  tereft  of  the  nation  even  to  join  in  the  attack,  in 
'  order  to  preferve  t)ie  balance  oi'  Europe^  the  eflab- 
'  lifhing  of  which  has  already  coft  us  fuch  immenfe 

*  fums  of  money.     Thus  we  may  be  obliged  either 

*  to  engage  in  a  war  contrary  to  the  intereft  and 
'  well-being  of  our  country,  or  otherwife  be  guilcy 
'  of  a  breach  of  faith,  to  the  eternal  difhonour  of 

*  the  nation  :  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  circumltances 
'  which  this  nation  may  be  brought  into  by  enter- 

*  ing  into  this  guaranty  fo  early  ;  and  thefe.  Sir,  are 
'  circumflances  which  every  wife  man  ought  by  all 

*  means  to  avoid.  Befides,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  but 
'  we  may  be  accufed  of  fome  fort  of  breach  of  faith 
'  on  account  of  our  late  negotiations  with  the  Em- 

*  peror ;  the  French  may  perhaps  fay,  that  by  the 

*  treaty   of  Hanover  we  were  obliged  not  to  treat 

*  with  any  of  the  powers  againft  whom  that  treaty 
'  feem'd  to  be  made,  without  the  concurrence  of  our 

*  allies  ',  and  yet  notwithftanding  thereof,  we  not 
'  only  negotiated  but  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
'  Emperor,  without  communicating  the  fame  to 

*  them.  What  reafon  the  French  may  have  for  fuch 
*-  an  accufation,  I  cannot  at  prefent  properly  fpeak 
'  to  ;  Pruffidy  it  is  true,  had  before  us  fet  an  exam- 
'  pie,  and  had  drawn  off  from  that  treaty  long  be- 

*  fore  we  had  ;  but  France  d.nd  //(?//^;/^  had  adhered 

*  firmly  to  it  to  the  very  lail. 

*  According 
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*  According  to  the  view  I  have  of  our  late  nego- 
tiations, I  cannot  fay,  that  either  the  honour  or  the 
intereft  of  the  nation  has  been  much  confider'd  -,  it 
is  true,  Don  Carlos  may  be  now  eflablifhed  in  the 
fucceflion  to  the  duchy  of  'Tufcany^  and  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia. 
The  Spanijh  troops  may  be  introduced  into  Italyy 
and  I  wilh  their  introdudion  do  not  prove  to  be 
the  origin  of  new  troubles  ;  but  in  thele  things  we 
have  no  particular  intereft  :  nor  can  I  fay,  that 
much  regard  has  been  had  to  the  particular  intereft 
of  this  nation  in  our  conduct  at  home  5  our  debts 
have  been  increafed,  at  leafl  not  diminifhed,  and 
at  the  fame  time  luxury  has  been  fo  much  encou- 
raged, that  many  have  run  out  a  great  part  of  their 
fortunes,  and  are  thereby  obliged  to  depend  upon 
the  court  ;  infomuch  that  I  muil  fay,  happy  it  is 
for  the  nation,  that  the  King  is  fogood  and  fojuft 
as  not  to  have  any  defigns  againft  our  liberties. 
Our  trade  is  decaying  every  day,  and  public  cre- 
dit is  like  to  be  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  many 
public  frauds  that  are  committed  •,  for  credit  de- 
pends upon  that  faith  and  confidence  which  one 
man  puts  in  another,  for  the  prefervation  of  that 
which  is  committed  to  his  care  ;  but  by  thefe 
public  frauds  all  mutual  faith  and  confidence  will 
be  taken  away  •,  no  man  will  think  his  money  fafe, 
but  when  it  is  locked  up  in  his  own  coffers  ;  he 
will  not,  for  the  future,  trufl:  the  management  or 
keeping  thereof  to  any  one  m.an,  or  to  any  fet  of 
men.  However,  I  hope.  Sir,  that  all  our  affairs 
abroad  are  now  fet  to  rights,  and  that  our  domef- 
tic  grievances  are  in  a  fairway  of  being  redrcffed  ; 
but  if  they  are  fo,  I  muft  fay,  it  is  fomething  like 
a  pilot,  who,  tho*  he  has  a  clear,  a  fafe,  and  a 
ftreight  paffige  for  going  into  port,  yet  takes  it 
in  his  head  to  carry  the  fhip  a  great  way  about, 
through  fands,  rocks  and  fliallows,  and  thereby 
lofes  a  great  many  of  the  fcamen.,  deftroys  a  great 

'  deal 
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*  deal  of  the  tackle  and  rigging,  and  puts  the  owners 

*  to  a  vaft  expence  -,  however,  at  laft,  by  chance,  he 

*  hits  the  port,  and  then  triumphs  in  his  good  con- 
'  dudt.' 

Mr.  Danvers  faid,'  ^  That  when  he  returned  to  Mr.  dj^- 

*  the  country,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  have  romething*'^'-''«%eecb, 

*  to  tell  his  country  neighbours  that  would  pleafe 
'  them  •,  they  did  not  underftand  treaties  ;  nor  did 
'  they  trouble  their  heads  much  about  diftant  pro- 
'  fpeds  of  wealth  and  happinefs  ;  he  wifh'd  he 
'  could  tell  them,  that  part  of  our  debts  were  paid 

*  off,  or  that  fome  of  our  taxes  were  abolifh'd,  or 
'  the  (landing  army  disbanded.  Thefe  were  effedls 
'  they  would  immediately  feel ;  but  he  was  afraid 
'  they  would  be  of  opinion,  that  a  peace  attended 
'  with  a  continuation  of  all  the  taxes,  and  a  keeping 
'  on  foot  the  ftanding  army,  did  not  deferve  any 

*  thanks  from  the  nation.' 

Sir  TFiUiamWyndham  fpoke  In  manner  following :  sir  ;r////tfw 
^  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  to  the  terms  for  addreflinghisj^"^^*"'® 
Majefty,  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  firfl,  becaufe  tho'  every  thing  may 
now  be  well  fettled  upon  a  folid  and  lafting  foun- 
dation, yet  I  cannot  think  that  our  condu6t  has, 
in  every  refpefb,  been  right,  or  that  the  intereft  of 
this  nation  has  been,  by  his  Majeily's  minillers, 
principally  and  lleadily  purfued.  At  one  time 
we  were  frightned  out  of  our  wits  with  apprehen- 
fions  that  the  Pretender  was  to  be  put  upon  us, 
and  that  without  any  reafon,  for  all  that  I  have 
yet  fcen  or  heard  upon  the  fubjedl.  Then  Don 
Carlos  was  made  fuch  a  giant  of,  that  he,  that  in- 
fcint,  was  to  fwallowup  and  deftroy  all  the  powers 
'  of  Europe  -,  at  that  time  we  fued  to  France  for  an 
alliance,  and  befought  their  afTiflance,  by  which  we 
put  it  in  their  power  to  commence  a  war  whenever 
they  pleafed  •,  and    if  they  had   not  been  more 

'  taken 
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*  taken  up  with  whims  and  difputes  about  religion 
'  than  any  wife  nation  ought  to  be,  they  would  cer- 

*  tainly  have  involved  us  in  a  war  in  conjun6lion 
'  with  them,  and  thereby  would  have  made  us  afTili 

*  them  in  recovering  all  that  they  had  loft  by  the 
'  laft  two  wars,  the  taking  of  which  from  them  had 

*  coft  us  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  :  Some  time 

*  after,  we  fliook  off  all  fears  of  the  Pretender,  Don 
^  Carlos  was  again  diminiflied  to  an  ordinary  fize, 
'  and  then  we  began  to  bully  France^  as  much  as 
'  we  had  courted  it  before  ;  this  condu6l  cannot 
'  appear  to  me  to  be  right,  at  leaft  it  does  not  ap= 
'  pear  to   be  fteady  and  uniform.     Upon  the  other 

*  hand,  it  muft  be  faid  of  the  imperial  court,   that 

*  they  have  a6led  with  fteadinefs  and  prudence  ; 
'  they  have  firmly  adhered  to  the  proper  intereftof 

*  their  native  country,  and  have  fteadily  purfued  the 

*  aim  they  had  in  view,  through  all  the  different 
'  fhapes  in  which  the  affairs  of  Europe  have  been  put 
'  within  thefe  few  years  ;   and  by  this  firmnefs  and 

*  refolution,  they  have  at  laft  brought   us  to  their 

*  own  terms,  and  have  accompliftied  their  defigns, 
'  notwithftanding  the  conjunction  and  alliance  of  fo 

*  many  formidable  powers  againft  them  ;  whereas 
^  we  have  been  obliged  in  fome  manner  to  comply 

*  with  the  demands  of  almoft  every  power  we  have 

*  treated  with  •,  and  if  by  fuch  means  we  have  at 
'  laft  got  off  upon  any  tolerable  conditions,  it  muft 
'  be  faid,  that  we  have  been  like  a  man  in  a  roon% 

*  who  wants  to  get  out,  and  though  the  door  be 

*  open,   and  a  clear  way  to  it,  yet   he  ftalks  round 

*  the  room,  breaks  his  fhins  over  a  ftool,    tumbles 

*  over  a  chair,  and    at  laft,    tumbling  over  every 

*  thing  in  his  way,  by  chance  finds  the  door  and  gets 

*  out,  afte:  abundance  of  needlefs  trouble  and  unnc= 


ceffiry  dan 


.»-  > 


Mx.Ogh'       Mr.  Ogr.hcrpe   fpoke  to  the  effect  as  follows: 
'^^l^      '  I  do  nott-unk.  Sr-  r^iat  the  guaranty  of  the  Pra'g* 

*  mati€ 
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*  77jatic  Sariofion  is  much  to  be  taken  notice  of  m  the 
'  prefent  cafe  :  There  are  many  other  things  which 

*  at  prefent  relate  more  nearly  to  the  honour  and 

*  intereft  of  this  nation  ;  I  wifh  I  could  have  heard 
'  that  the  late  new  works  at  Dunkirk  had  been  in- 
'  tirely  razed  and  deftroyed  ;  that  we  had  received 

*  a  full  and  complete  fatisfadion  for  the  many  de- 
'  predations  committed  by    the  Spaniards :    and  I 

*  ihould  be  glad  to  fee  more  care  taken  in  arming 
'  the  country,  and  difciplining  of  our  militia.     I 

*  think  it  was  a  fcandal  to  the  nation,  to  appear  fo 

*  much  frightned  as  we  lately  appeared  to  be,  at  the 
'  marching  of  a  few  French  troops  down  to  thofe 
'  coafts  of  France  which  lie  next  to  us.     We  have, 

*  it  is  true,  a  ftanding  army  of  good  regular  forces  •, 
'  but  I  hope  this  nation  will  never  be  brought  fo 

*  low.  as  ro  have  nodiing  to  trufb  to  for  their  de- 
^  fence,  but  their  ftanding  army.  Our  army  bears 
'  but  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
'  people^  they  can  cover  but  a  fmall  part  of  our 

*  coaft  iiom  an  invafion,  and  therefore  care  fhould 

*  be  ^aken  to  keep  up  military  difcipline  and  a  war- 

*  like  fpir  >  ..mong  our  militia  through  all  parts  of 
'  the  kipojGv'm.  Whenever  we  are  threatned  with 
'  aninvafion,  ourfafety  and  our  barrier,  next  to  our 
'  fleet,  mull  depend  upon  them  •,  it  muft  be  to  them 

*  chiefly  that  we  mull  truil  our  defence  againft  the 
'  landing  of  a  foreign  enemy,  and  if  they  come 
'  once  to  lofe  intirely  the  ufe  of  arms,  or  the  know- 
^  ledge  of  military  difcipline,  an  enemy  that  can 

*  either  by  cunning  or  accident  efcape  our  fleet,  may 
'  land  with  little  danger,  and  may  do  a  great  deal 
'  of  mifchief  before  a  fufficient  number  of  our  re- 

*  gular  forces  can  be  brought  together  to  oppofe 
'  them. 

'  As  to  our  foreign  affairs,  I  muil  fay.  Sir,  that 
'  confidering  how  much  the  proteilants  in  Germany 
'  have  been  oppreflTed  by  the  prefent  imperial  fami- 
'  ly,  I  could  have  wiflied  with  all  my  heart  to  have 

Vol.  X.  D  '  heard 
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*  heard  that  fome  care  had  been  taken  of  them  in 
'  the  treaty  we  have  lately  made  with  the  Emperor  ; 
'  but  as  the  Butch  have  not  as  yet  acceded  to  that 
'  treaty,  I  hope  ibme  care  may  as  yet  be  taken  of 
'  thofe  poor  people  :  I  look  upon  it  as  a  general 
'  benefit,  that  the  Dutch  have  not   as  yet  acceded, 

*  becaufe  we  may  make  an  advantage  of  it  by  get- 

*  ting  them  to  infifl  upon  all  fuch  additions,  expla- 

*  nations  or  amendments,  as  may  be  judged  necef- 
'  fary  for  the  common  good  of  Europe  in  general, 

*  and  of   the  proteftant  religion  in  particular.     In 

*  the  mean  time  I  am  pleafed  to  find,  that  we  are 
'  not  now  fo  clofely  united  with  France  as  we  for- 

*  merly  were  ;  I  have  generally  obferved,  that  when 
'  two  dogs  are  in  a  leafh  together,  the  flronger  ge- 

*  nerally  runs  away  with  the  weaker ;  and  I  am  a- 
'  fraid  this  was  fomething  of  the  cafe  between  France 
*•  and  us.* 

Thefe  were  the  principal  fpeakers  againft  the  mo- 
tion  made  by  the  Lord  Harvey, 

Mr.  Pel'         The  honourable  Mr.  Pelham  fpoke  for  it,  and 

ii'eech.       fhcwcd,  '  That  it  was  no  way  inconfiflent  with  the 

'  honour  or  dignity  of  that  houfe  to  thank  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  in  the  moft  particular  terms,  for  every  thing 

*  which  he  had  been  moft  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ac- 
'  quaint  them  with  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne  5 

*  that  in  common  decency  they  were,  upon  that  oc- 

*  cafion,  to  look  upon  every  thing  to  be  as  it  had 

*  been  reprefented  to  them  by  his  Majefty ;  but  that 

*  no  compliments  (as  fome  of  the  honourable  gen- 
'  tlemen  who  had  fpoke  before  were  pleafed  to  call 

*  th^m)  that  could  be  put  into  the  addrefs,  could  be 

*  any  way  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  that  houfe's  in- 

*  quiring  afterwards  into  the  meafures  that  had  been 
'  purfued,  after  the  treaties  that  had  been  entered 
'  into  Hiould  be  laid  before  them :   On   the  con- 

!  trary? 
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trary,  if  upon  fuch  an  inquiry  it  fliould  be  found,, 
that  any  of  the  negociations  had  been  carried  on, 
or  any  of  the  treaties  concluded  contrary  to  the 
honour  or  intereftof  the  nation,  they  were  then  to 
prefume,  that  his  Majefty  had  been  impofed  on, 
and  thereby  induced  to  make  fuch  a  fpeech  to 
them  ;  and  by  fuch  an  impofition,  thofe  who  had 
advifed  the  carrying  on  of  fuch  negociations,  or 
the  concluding  of  fuch  treaties,  would  accumulate 
guilt  upon  themfelves,  and  would  heap  coals  of 
fire  upon  their  own  heads  :  for  in  fuch  a  cafe  that 
houfe  was  not  only  to  punifh  fuch  evil  counfellors 
for  meafures  fo  weak,  or  fo  wicked,  but  alfo  to 
puniih  them  for  impofing  upon  his  Majefty,  and 
advifing  him  to  make  fuch  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne.  That  generally  upon  the  opening  of  a 
feflion  of  Parliament,  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were 
turned  towards  Great  Britain^  and  from  their  firft: 
rcfolves,  all  the  neighbouring  powers  w^re  to  judge 
of  the  unanimity  that  was  to  enfue  between  his 
Majefty  and  his  Parliament ,  that  if  they  at  firft 
appeared  to  be  in  the  leaft  diffident  or  jealous  of 
his  Majefty 's  condud,  it  would  weaken  his  influ= 
ence  upon  the  councils  of  foreign  courts,  and  there- 
by they  might  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  redify. 
any  falfe  ftep  (if  any  had  been)  made  by  his  mi- 
nifters  :  this  he  was  perfuaded  no  man  would  in- 
cline to  do,  that  v/as  a  friend  either  to  his  King  or 
his  country,  for  the  fake  of  any  private  pique  he 
might  have  to  any  of  his  Majefty 's  minifters.  For 
thefe  and  many  other  reafons  he  fa  id  he  was  for. 
agreeing  to  the  addrefs  in  the  terms  firft  moved 
'  for/ 

Then  Mr.  Walpole  fpoke  to  the  effed  as  follows :  ^^^  ^^^^ 

*  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honourable  gentleman  upon  the ;,j//s  fpeech. 

*  floor  faid,  that  he  was  afraid  left   the  gentleman 

*  who  firft  moved  for  an  addrefs,  might  have  fome 
'  weight  with  feveral  of  his  friends  i  I  do  not  know, 

D  2  *  Sir, 
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*  Sir,  but  that  it  may  be  fo,  I  do  not  know  but  he 

*  may  have  weight  with  fome  of  thofe  whom  that 
'  gentleman  now  looks  upon  as  his  friends,  but  I  am 
'  perfuaded  that  nothing  that  he  hasfaid  in  oppofition 
^  to  the  motion  made  by  the  other,  will  tend  to  di- 

*  minifh  that  weight  which  he  is  afraid  of     As  to 

*  the  houfc's  agreeing  to  the  motion  for  prefenting  an 
'  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  and  in  the  terms  propofed 
'  by  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  I  need 

*  not,  Sir,  fay  any  thing  to  it ;  that  affair  has  been 
'  fo  fully  explained,  and  the  reafonabienefs  of  it  fo 
'  clearly  demonftrated  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 

*  fpoke  upon  that  fide  of   the  queftion,  that  I  have 

*  nothing  to  add.  But  fince  the  gentlemen  who 
'  have  fpoke  upon  the  other  fide,  have  entered  into 
'  an  examination  of  the  meafures  that  have  been  pur- 

*  fued,  I  hope  the  houfe  will  pardon  me  if  I  depart 
'  a  little  from  the  fubje6l  of  the  prefent  debate,  in 
'  order  to  anfwer  fome  of  the  objedions  that  have 
'  been  made  to  our  late  condu6l. 

*  It  has  been  faid.   Sir,  that  there  was  a  time, 
'  fome  years  ago,  when  the  fame  thing  might  have 

*  been  done  that  is  now  done,  by  which  a  great  deal 

*  of  money  might  have  been  faved  to  the  nation.  I 
'  wifh.  Sir,  the  gentleman  who  laid  fo,  had  told  us 

*  what  particular  time  he  meant ;  I  know  that  the 

*  entering  into  the  guaranty  of  tht  Pragmatic  San^ion 

*  was  propofed  to  us  fome  years  ago  :  But,.  Sir,  I 
'  know  that  it  was  then  propofed  in  fuch  dogmatic 

*  and  pofitive  terms,  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the 

*  honour  of  his  Majefty,  or  of  this  nation,  to  give  the 
'  leaft  ear  to  a  propofal,  which  was  made  rather  in 
'  the  terms  of  a  peremptory  demand,  and  without 

*  offering  the  leaft  confideration  to  this  nation,  for 
'  our  agreeing  to  enter  into  fuch  a  guaranty  :  Befides, 
'  Sir,  there  was  at  that  time  good  reafon  to  fear  that 

*  Don  Carlos  was  the  perfon  upon  whom  the  Impe- 
'  rial  court  had  fixed  their  eye,  as  a  fucceffor  to  his 

'    ^  Imperial  Majefty  j  and  I  am  fure  it  was  againft  the 

'  intereft 
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*  inttrefl  of  this  nation,  to  contribute  to  the  eftabliHi- 
«  ing  of  a  perfon  in  the  full  and  fole  poill^ffion  of  all 

<  th^  Jujirian  dominions^  who  was  by  the  quadruple 

<  alliance  to  havefuch  large  dominions  of  his  own  in 

<  Laly^  and  had  by  his  birth  fo  near  a  prolpedl  to 

*  the  crown  ofSpai?2,  and  at  that  time  alfo  a  very  near    ~ 

<  profpe(5l  to  the  crown  of  France.  This  guaranty  was 

*  ao;ain  offered  at  the  time  when  thetreaiv  of  Seville 

*  was  in  agitation,  but  then  again  it  was  re  jelled,  be- 

*  caufeit  was  well  known,  that  the  propofal  was  made 

*  at  that  time  only  with  a  view  to  diilurb  the  negotia- 

*  tions  then  carrying  on,  and  which  were  fo  happily 

*  ended  by  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  : 

*  So  that  at  that  time  no  treaty  coyld  be  entered  into 

*  by  us  with  the  Imperial  court,  either  about  the  gua- 
'  ranty  of  the  Prag^natic  Sanation ^  or  any  thing  elfe  \ 

*  nor  at  any  time  till  they  came,  to  be  a  little  more 

*  reafonable  in  their  propofals ;  and  as  foon  as  that 

*  time  came,  we  embraced  the  opportunity,  and  our 

*  negociations  had  then  all  the  wifned-for  fuccefs. 

*  Nor  can  it  be  laid,  Sir,  that  we  have  entered  in- 

*  to  that  guaranty  too  foon,  it  was  our  own  intcrefb 

*  to  enter  into  it  as  foon  as  pofTible,   becaufe  the  pre- 

*  ferving  of  the  Imperial  dominions  intir^?,  is  necefTi- 
^  ry  for  preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Eurcpe : 

*  If  we  had  delayed  entering  into  that  guaranty  till 
'  his  Imperial  Majelly^s  death,  it  would  then  have 

*  been  too  late,  Europe  would  have  been  in  flames, 
'  and  the  Auftrian  dominions  divided  before  we  could 

*  have  done  any  thing.    There  may  be  civil  broils  in 

*  Germany  upon  the  Emperor's  death,  without  male 

*  heirs,  happen  when  it  will  ;  but  furely  the  befb 
<  way  of  preventing  it^  is  to  have  the  affair  fully 
'  fettled,  and  that  fettlement  ftrongly  guarantied  be- 

*  fore  the  accident  happens  ;  thofe  who  pretend  to 

*  any  ihare  will  then  be  cautious,  and  will  not  be 

*  ready  to  enter  into  any  violent  meafures :  And  I 

*  muff  fay,  Sir,  that  if  the  Imperial  family  v/ere  in 
*,any  danger  of  being  ruined  or  fwallowed  up  by  any 

D  3  '  neigh- 
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*  neighbouring  power,  we  mull  engage  in  the  refcue, 
'  let  our  circumftances  be  at  that  time  what  they 

*  will  ;  for  if  fuch  a  ruin  fhould  happen,  our  own 
^  would  not  be  a  great  way  off.  This  guaranty  we 
'  ought  perhaps  to  have  gone  into  fooner,  becaufe  of 

*  the  fital  confequences  that  might  have  enfued,  if 

*  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  dropt  off  in  the  mean 
'  time  ;  but  we  could  not  agree  to  it  till  the  Imperial 

*  court  agreed  to  give  fatisfa6tion  to  Spain^  with  re- 
'  fpe^l  to  the  dominions  provided  for  Bon  Carlos  in 

*  Itcily^  by  the  quadruple  alliance  ;  to  the  Dutch  with 
'  refpe6t  to  the  particular  difputes  between  the  empire 
'  and  them  ;  and  to  the  Dutch  and  us,  with  refpedl  to 
'  the  Oftend  Company  :  and  all  thefe  his  Majefty,  by 
'  his  wife  and  fleady  meafures,  has  at  lafl  procured. 

'  Sir,  I  fay  fleady  meafures,  and  I  believe  it  will 
'  appear  that  our  meafures  have  been  as  fleady  and 
'  uniform  as  thofe  of  any  court  in  Europe :  Our  aim 
^  was  to  preferve  our  own  dominions  abroad  againfl 
'  the  defign  laid  for  wrefting  them  from  us ;  to  pre- 
'  ferve  our  trade  againfl  the  incroachment  made  up-=. 

*  on  it  by  the  fetting  up  of  the  Oftend  company  ;  and 

*  to  preferve  the  balance  of  pjv/er  in  Europe  againfl 
'  any  prefent  or  future  attempts  for  overturning  it, 
^  in  order  thereby  to  eflablifli,  as  far  as  is  confiilent 
^  with  human  prudence,  the  general  tranquillity  of 

*  Europe.  This  aim  was  mofl  fleadily  purfued  thro'' 
'  the  various  fhapes  which  the  affairs  of  Europe  have 

*  taken  within  a  few  years  pafl,  and  is  now  at  lafl, 

*  in  all  human  appearance,  moll  happily  accom- 
'  p-iflied  V  but  it  was  neceffary  to  ellablifh  the  pre- 
'  fent  tranquillity  of  Europe^  before  we  could  think 
'  of  the  future.  We  were  engaged  by  the  quadruple 

*  alliance,  to  fee  the  Infant  Don  Carlos  fettled  in  the 
'  fucceffion  of  the  duchies  of  'Tufcany^  Parma^  and 
'  Placentia  \  Spain  could  not  be  eafy,  nor  could  we 

*  exped:  any  fmcere  friendfhip  with  them,  till  that 

*  was  fully  and  completely  effeduated  \  nor  could  ei- 
'  tlicr  the  Dutch  or  we  be  eafy  till  we  law  the  Oilend 

5  '  com- 
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*  company  abfolutely  demoliflied  ;  and  as  foon  as 

*  we  got  the  prefcnt  tranquillity  fettled  by  the  Im- 

*  perial  court's  agreeing  to  theie  two  main  points, 

*  then  we  began  to  think  of  the  future  tranquillity  of 

*  Europe  -,  and  in  order  to  eftabliih  that  upon  as  folid 

*  a  foundation  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit  of, 

*  we  have  agreed  to  the  guaranty  of  the  pragmatic 

^  fan^lion,  n     r    t  - 

In  all  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  true  interelt  of  this 
^  nation  has  been  moft  ftridly  purlucd,  and  never 

*  once  departed  from  :  The  intereft  of  this^nation  is 
^  connedted  with  the  general  interefl  of  Europe  m 
'  preferving  the  balance  of  power;  and  therefore  it  is 

*  the  intereftof  this  nation,  as  well  as  of  almofl  every 
f  one  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,    to  pr^ferve  the 

*  dominions  of  the  Auftrian  family  intire  and  undi= 

*  vided  :  I  am  fure  no  man  will  lay,  but  that  it  is 
«  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  that  the  Duchies  of  i:ii['' 
^  cany^  Parma  and  Flacentia^  (hould  never  be  in  the 
«  poflelTion  of  Germany^  France  or  Spaiyi :  It  is  very 
'  plain,  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  have 
^  the  Eaft-India  trade  from  Oftend  demolillied  i  and 
'  it  is  as  evident,  that  this  nation  is  particularly  inrc- 
'  refted  in  the  preferving  of  Gibraltar  and  Portmabon, 
^  and  at  the  fame  time  in  cultivating  a  good  friend- 
«  fhip  and  correfpondence  with  Spain.  In  ail  thefe 
«  cafes  the  intereft  of  this  nation  is  certainly  moft 
^  particularly  concerned,  and  in  every  one  ol  thele 
f  points  we  have  obtained  all  that  we  could  expe6f  or 
^  defire  ;  and  all  this  without  any  mean  compliance 
«  upon  our  piy,  or  giving  up  any  thing  that  we  were 
«  before  intitled  unto  -,  upon  the  contrary,  whenever 
«  any  fcheme  was  offered  by  any  of  our  allies,  which 

*  had  the  leaft  appearance  of  being  againft  the  honour 
«  or  intereft  of  this  nation,  any  fort  of  concurrence 
^  was  abfolutely  refufed,  and  thereupon  all  fuch 
'  fchemes  have  been  dropt  j  how  can  it  then  be  find 
^  that  neither  the  honour  nor  the  intereft  of  this  nation 

D  4  '^^s      . 
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*  has  been  regarded  in  our  negotiations   abroad,  or 

*  that  we  have  complied  with  every  one  in  their  turn  ? 

*  In  all  this  courfe  of  negotiations,  there  have  been 

*  many  jarnng  interefts  to  be  reconciled,  and  many 
«  difficulties  to  be  furmounted,  all  which  hisMajefty 

*  has,  by  his  wifdom  and  good  condudl,  got  over  ; 
'  lior  is  there  the  leaft  reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  in  any 

*  one  meafure  the  public  fliith  has  been  violated,  nor 
«  has  any  Power  or  Potentate  any  ground  for  fuch  a 

*  complaint  \  nay,  there  is  not  one  that  does  fo  much 

*  as  pretend  to  it.     The  only  view  that  France  had, 

*  or  at  lead  owned,  was  to  prefer ve  the  public  tran- 
'  quillity,  and  to  fee  the  terms  of  the  quadruple  alli- 

*  ance  complied   with:    If  thefe  two  points   were 

<  brought  to  a  happy  ilTue,  it  v/as  all  that  the  French 

*  had  to  demand;  and  as  both  are  fully  accompli  fh- 

*  ed  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  French  court  have 
'  no  reafon  to  complain,  fo  far  otherwife,  that  they 

<  have  declared  they  are  fully  fatisfied  :  And  as  for 
«  our  taking  an  alarm  at  the  march  of  fome  of  their 

*  troops  towards  the  coafts  of  France^  which  lie  op- 

*  pofire  to  England,  it  did  not  proceed  from  any  jea- 

*  loufy  that  fubfifts  betv/een  the  two  nations,  but  on- 

*  ly  irom  that  prudent  jealoufy  which  every  nation 

*  ought  to  have  of  all  its  neighbours,  fo  far  as  to  be 

*  always  upon  its  guard  againft  every  one  of  them  ; 
*•  upon  that  occafion   the  French  were  as  much  a- 

*  larmed  upon  our  marching   troops  down  towards 

*  our  coafts  next  to  them,  as  we  were  upon  the  march 

*  of  theirs. 

'  As  in  all  treaties  there  are  fome  points  left  to  be 

*  determined  afterwards,  according  to  the  plan  then 
'  laid  down ;  fo.  Sir,  by  the  treat)^  of  Seville^  the 

*  Spaniards  are  to  make  full  fatisfadlion  and  repara- 
^  tion  for  any  lofies  our  merchants  have  fullained  by 
'  any  unjuft  feizures ;  but  as  the  quantum  of  that  lofs 

*  could  not  then  be  determined,  nor  could  it  then 
^  be  determined  what  feizures  were  lawful,  and  what 

*  not. 
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*  nor,  therefore  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  leave 
^  that  affair  to  be  inquired  into,  and  determined  by 

*  commilTaries  mutually  appointed  ;  and  we  have  all 

*  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  expe6l,  that  we  fhall  at 

*  laft  meet  with  a  full  fatisfadlion  in  that  affair,  tho* 

*  it  has  been  hitherto  retarded  by  the  negociations 

*  about  public  affairs  of  greater  moment,  v/hich  have 
'  occurred  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  In  all 
'  human  affairs  it  is  fometimes  neceffary  to  have  pa- 
'  tience,  and  to  wait  the  courfe  of  things.     Nations 

*  muff  not,  upon  every  little  delay,  or  upon  every 

*  trifling  difpute,  come  to  an  open  rupture,  and  in- 
'  volve  themfelves  and  their  neighbours  in  war  and 

*  bloodllied,  for  things  which,  with  a  little  patience, 

*  might  have  been  eafily  adjufted. 

'  I  fhould  not,  Sir,  have  troubled  the  houfe  any 

*  farther,  but  that  fince  comparifons  have  been  going 

*  round,  I  hope  I  may  have  leave  to  make  one  in 
^  my  turn  -,  and  I  muff  fay,  thironriate  affairs  very 

*  much  refemble  a  fet  of  honeft  quiet  country  peo- 

*  pie  got  into  a  country  dance,  who  went  through 

*  their  dance  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe  and  alacrity, 
'  till  a  turbulent  noify  fellow  came  in  among  them, 
'  who  immediately  forced  himfelf  into  the  dance, 

*  and  made  fuch  a  noife,  that  fuch  a  one  was  our, 

*  and  fuch  a  one  not  right,  fuch  a  flep  out  of  tune, 

*  and  fuch  a  turn  not  according  to  rule,  that  they 
^  could  not  go  on  with  their  dance  ;  but  at  laft  they 

*  refolved,  and  turned  this  troublefome  fellow  out 

*  of  company,  and  then  they  all  went  on  eafily  and 
^  quietly  as  they  had  done  before.' 

Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  upon  both  fides  of 
the  queftion. 

At  laft  the  queftion  was  put.  Agree  with  the  mo- 
tion or  not  .?  Which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
without  any  divifion  :  And  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  addrcfs,  which  they  did, 
and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz,  'The 
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The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  to  the 

King. 

Mcji  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE  your  Majefty's  mod  Joyal  and  dutiful 
fubjecls,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^ 
in  Parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
Majefty  our  mofthumble  thanks  for  your  mod  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 
'  It  is  the  higheft  fatisfacbion  to  your  faithful 
Commons,  to-  fee  the  general  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
rope reftored  and  re-e(lablifhed  by  your  Majefly's 
credit  and  influence,  which  refle<5ls  the  greatefl 
glory  to  the  Britijh  crown,  and  of  confequence  to 
the  Brltipj  nation  \  the  honour  and  interefl  of 
which  are  always  infeparable. 
'  We  are  fully  'perfuaded,  that  the  treaties  your 
Majefty  hajs  enter'd  into,  were  made  with  no  other 
view  than  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope^ and  fecure  the  poflefTions  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain^  and  all  the  rights  and  privileges  we 
are  intitled  to  ;  and  we  acknowledge  with  grati- 
tude your  Majefty's  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  in  pro- 
curing for  us  all  thefe  advantages,  without  the  ex= 
pence  and  hazards  of  a  war. 
'  We  are  very  fenfible  of  the  many  difficulties 
your  Majcfly  laboured  under  in  bringing  this  great 
and  glorious  work  to  fo  happy  a  conclufion.  The 
many  obilacles  arifingfrom  various  pretenfionsand 
jealoufies  during  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfactions, 
unfurmountable  as  they  have  been  thought,  are  by 
your  Majefly's  fteadinefs  and  prudence  intirely  re- 
moved \  and  at  a  time,  when  a  war  feemed  una- 
voidable, the  fettlement  of  the  fuccelTion  of  Don 
Carlos  to  the  flate?  of  Tufcany  and  Parma  has  been 
peaceably  accomplifhed,  and  the  general  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe  preferved  by  the  weight  and  credit 
of  your  Majefty's  negotiations. 

'  Th.us, 
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'  Thus  has  your  Majefty  extricated,  not  only  this 
'  nation,  but  all  Europe^  out  of  the  uncertain  flate 
'  we  for  many  years  laboured  under,  and  that  by 
'  means  mod  honourable  to  your  Majefty,  confiftenc 
'  with  all  former  engagements,  and  without  the  leaft 
'  injury  to  any  prince  or  power  in  Europe. 

'  And  we  humbly  alTure  your  Majefty,  that  hav- 
'  ing  the  trueft  fenfe  of  the  many  b'.eftings  we  have 
'  enjoyed  during  the  courfe  of  your  Majefty's  reign, 
'  and  how  much  our  prefent  happinefs  is  owing  to 
'  yonr  paternal  love  and  care  for  your  people,  we 
'  v/ili,  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs,  grant  the  ne- 
'  ceiTary  fupplies  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  ; 
'  and  your  Majefty  will  always  find  fuch  returns  of 
'  duty  and  gratitude  from  us,  as  the  beft  of  Kings 
'  may  expecl  from  the  moft  loyal  fjbjects,  fully 
^  convinced  that  the  only  end  of  your  Majefty's  au- 
'  fpicious  government,  is  the  protection  and  profpe- 
^  rity  of  your  people.' 

Which  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty  by 
the  houfe  on  the  15th  oVJanuar)\  and  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  give  the  following  m.oft  gracious  an- 
fwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  ad-  King's 
drefs,     I -make  no  doubt  of  the  continuance  of  your  ^^'*'^^- 
duty^  affeSion  and  confidence  in  me  •,  and  you  'mill  al- 
ways find  that  all  'my  Views  tend  to  the  honour,  inte- 
refl,  and  fecurity  of  my  crown  and  people. 

Upon  the  i8th  o^ January  the  haufe  of  Commons 
came  to  a  refolution  to  grant  a  fupply  to  his  Maje- 
fty ;  and  upon  the  21ft,  the  following  eftimares  and 
accounts  were  (purfuant  to  their  addreftesor  orders) 
laid  before  them.,  "jiz. 

An 
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Eftimates        ^^  cftlmate  of  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ord- 

laid  before  ^         , 

the  houfe.   nance  for  the  year  1732. 

The  ordinary  eftimate  of  his  Majefty's  navy  for 
the  year  1732. 

An  eftimate  of  the  debt  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  as 
it  ftood  on  the  31ft  of  December  1731. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  feamen  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy  from  December  3  i, 
1730,  to  December  31,  173 1,  upon  a  medium  of 
each  month,  diftinguifhingwhat  number  were  borne, 
and  what  muftered  in  the  faid  fervice. 

A  ftate  of  the  yearly  revenue  and  expence  of 
Greenwich  hofpital. 

An  account  fhewing  how  the  money  granted  laft 
feflion  of  Parliament  for  Greenwich  hofpital  had  been 
difpofed  of. 

All  which  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  to 
be  perufed  by  the  members  of  the  houfe. 

And  next  day  the  following  eftimates  and  accounts 
were,  purfuant  to  their  orders,  or  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  laid  before  the  houfe,  viz. 

An  arcount,  fhewing  how  the  money  given  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1731  had  been  difpofed  of, 
diftinguifhed  under  the  feveral  heads,  until  the  24th 
day  of  January  1731  ,  and  the  part  thereof  remain- 
*  Seepage  ing  unfatisfied,  with  the  overplus  thereupon.* 
^7*  An  account  of  what  money  had  been  ordered  by 

the  right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  and 
received  by  the  treaftirer  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  for 
any  fervices  of  the  navy,  from  the  31ft  day  of  De- 
cember 1730,  to  the  31ft  day  o{  December  1731. 

Eftimate  of  the  charge  of  the  guards,  garrifons, 
and  other  his  Majefty's  land-forces  in  Great  Britain 
for  the  year  1732. 

Eftimate  of  the  charge  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in 
the  plantations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar.^  for  the  year 
1732. 

Eftimate 
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Eftimate  of  the  charge  of  the  out-penfioners  of 
Chelfea  hofpital  for  the  year  1732. 

An  account  of  the  fervices  incurred  Anno  1731, 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Which  eftimates  and  accounts  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  members. 

The  fame  day,  upon  a  report  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  for  confidering  of  the  fupply  to 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  houfe  came  to  the 
following  refolutions,  viz. 

i/,  That  8000  men  fhould  be  employed  for  the  Refolutions, 
fea-fervice  for  the  year  1732,  beginning  from  the 
firfl  day  o^  January  1731. 

2^,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  four  pounds  per 
man  per  month,  fhould  be  allowed  for  maintaining 
the  faid  8000  men  for  thirteen  months,  including  the 
ordnance  for  fea-fervice. 

On  the  25th,  Mr.  Sandys  prefented  to  the  houfe  P«"^^o"-b^^i 
(according  to  order)  a  bill  for  making  more  efFec-^'^^*^ ' 
tual  the  lav/s  in  being  for  difabling  perfons  from  be- 
ing chofen  members  of,  or  fitting  or  voting  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  any  penfion  during 
pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  offices 
held  in  truft  for  them  ;  whjch  was  received  and  read 
a  firfl  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Then  the  houfe  upon  a  farther  report  from  the 
committee  of  fupply  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions, 'viz, 

ift.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  212,885/.  ys,  5  J. 
fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  ordinary  of 
the  navy  (including  half-pay  for  fea-officers)  for  the 
year  1732. 

2d.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  1 0,000  /.  fhould  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  account  towards  the 
fupport  of  the  royal  hofpitai  at  Greenwich^  for  the 

better 


46  Parliamentary      A.  1732. 

better  maintaeance  of  thefeamen  of  the  fiid  hofpi- 
tal,  worn  out  or  become  decrepid  in  the  fcrvice  of 
their  country. 

3  J.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  82,715  /.  is.  6  d. 
fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  charge  of 
the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice  for  the  year 
1732. 

4//^,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  3376  /.  15  j.  9  J, 
Ihould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expence  of  the  office  of  ordnuawe  for 
Jand-fervice  not  provided  for  by  Parliament* 


Jn 
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Upon   the  26th  day  of  January^  the    houfe  of 
Commons  went  upon  the  great  buiinefs  of  the  day, 
and  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty. 

Motion  for       ^g  fgon  as  the  houfe  was  refolved  into  this  com - 

0/  tbrces.    mittee.   Sir   William  Strickland^  fecretary  at  war, 

moved,  '  That  the  number  of  effective   men  to  be 

*  provided  for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain^ 

*  and  for  Guernfey  ^Lndjerfey  for   the  year  1732, 

*  fhould  be  (including  18 15  invalids,  and  555  men, 

*  which  the  fix  independent  companies  confift  of  for 

*  the  fervice  of  the  Highlands)  17,709  men,  com- 

*  minion  and  non-commifTion  officers  included.    Sir 

*  William  fupported  this  motion  by  a  fhort  Speech, 

*  in  which  he  fhewed,  that  though  the  public  tran- 

*  quillity  w^is  happily  and  fully  efbablifhed,   yet  it 

*  was  necelTary  for  us  to  keep  up  at  lead  the  number 

*  of  troops  he  had  propofed,  till  we  fhould  fee  hov/ 
'  thofe  meafures  by  which  the  public  tranquillity 

*  had  been  eftabliilied,  fhould  be  approved  of  by 

*  the  other  Powers  of  Europe^  who  had  not  then  de- 

*  clared  their  fentiments  upon  that  fubjedl.* 

Mofion  for       After  him,  Watkin  Williams  Wynne  flood  up,  and 
leaucmg.     j^^yj^g  fhewcd,  *  how  dangerous  it  wai  to  the  liber- 

*  ties  of  this  nation,  to  keep  up  a  numerous  fland- 

*  ing  army  in  time  of  peace  ;  he  moved,  that  the 
number   fhould  be   reduced   to  -12,000   effedlive 


< 


men.' 


Lord  Bar^       Thcn  thc  Lord  Harvey  fpoke  as  follows  :   *  Sir, 
^/g^^s  ipeech.  <  though  the  pcacc  and  tranquillity  of  this  nation^ 

*  both  abroad  and  at  home,  be  now  by  his  Majefly's 

*  wife  conduct  eftablifheJ,  in  all  probability,  up- 

*  on  a  firm  and  lafling  foundation,  yet  a  wife  peo- 

*  pie  ought  always  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft 

*  the  worfl  that  may  happen.     The   public  quiet 

^  both 
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*  both  abroad  and  at  home  depends  upon  the  views 

*  and  inclinations  of  men  ;  and  we  know  by  expe- 

*  rience,  that  nothing  is  more  fickle  and  variable  : 
'  we  ought  not  therefore  to  do  any  thing  that  may 

<  turn  the  inclinations  of  our  enemies  towards  dif- 
«  turbing  U9,  or  that  may  give  them  any  views  of 

*  fuccefs°in  any  fuch  attempts  :  the  only  method  to 

*  prevent  their  having  any  fuch  inclinations,  or  con- 
«  ceiving  any  fuch  hopes,  is  to  keep  up  a  good  army 

*  of  regular  forces.  The  number  moved  for,  is,  in 
^  my  opinion,  the  leaft  that  can  be  thought  of  by 

<  any  man  who  has  a  true  regard  for  the  quiet  and 
'  profperity  of  this  nation,  and  for  the  prefervation 
«  of  the  Proteftant  fuccefllon  in  his  Majefly's  mofl  il- 

*  luflrious  family. 

*  Every  man  knows,  Sir,  and  every  man  ought 

*  to  refle<5l  upon  it  with  concern,  that  we  never  did 

*  yet  reduce  our  ariny,  but  what  that  redudion  was 

*  the  occafion  of  fome  plot  or  machination  againft 

*  us.  Did  not  the  fmall  number  of  our  forces  in  the 
«  beginning  of  his  late  Majefty's  reign,  fpirit  up  and 

*  encourage  that  wicked  and  unnatural  rebellion  that 

*  was  raifed  againft  him  ?  After  that  infurreflion  was 

*  happily  quelled,  we  made  a  redu^lion  of  our  ar- 

*  my  :  What  were  the  confequences  ?  The  army  was 

*  no  fooner  reduced,  but  our  enemies  began  co  think 

*  of  taking  advantage  of  it ;  we  were  not  only  threa- 

*  tened  with  a  new  infurredtion  at  home,  but  likewife 
^  with  an  invafion  from  Spain.     By  good  manage- 

<  ment  and  good  luck,  their  attempts  were  fruftra- 

<  ted,  their  hopes  were  rendered  abortive  ;  and  when 
'  we  found  ourfelves  quiet  and  eafy,  we  again  redu- 

<  ced  our  army.     This  redudlion  revived  again  the 

<  hopes  of  our  enemies,  they  began  again  to  plot  and 
^  to  cabal  againft  us,  under  the  management,  and 
^  by  the  advice  of  the  late  Bifhop  of  Rochejier  \  but 

*  their  fchemes  were  defeated  by  a  timely  and  feafon- 

*  able  difcovery,  and  the  wicked  authors  fuffered  the 

E  4  *  i^oft 
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'  moft  moderate  puniihment  that  the  iuftice  of  th^ 

♦  nation  could  inflift.  j"'ute  or  tlie 

'  Though  everything  be  at  prefent  auiet  and  ea- 
Si  J     '"TX  "^['"'^S^""^  that  we  have  no  enl 

«  fornn.  r     °  ''  ""?  ''"Y"  ^  8°'^'!  ^"d  a  brave  army 

♦  for  our  fupport,  they  know  they  dare  not  breTk 
out  ,nto  any  open  afts  of  violence :  But  th'  m  nv 

PuSlift^d'  "'  'fT^  ^''^^'^  'f^^''  are  every  da? 

.  TrfhM       1=""''  '''"  government,  and  the  many 

■  V^^''a'^'"f "  employed  to  vilify  and  afperfe 

'  affeS  Ind"d-f  ^^-'-«-^-".  -d  to  foTdS 
attention  and  difcontent  among  the  people    is  an 
evident  fign  that  we  have  as  yet  many  enemi  s 
even  within  our  bofom,  who  would  probably  tTnk 

«  w.T    "f  ^"^'r°^  '"^''  ^^^P°"^  fhan  the  Jen,  if 

«  oor  ..m         'i''  ^  ?"'^'"S  ^  g^^^^t  r^duaion  in 
^  our  army ;  and  therefore  I  am  for  continuin<.  the 

•w^LSpfo^oSd:-"  '"""^^"  thefooting°that 

t'JJ'^k.^  j^^-  ^^«^^  fiid,    '  That  the  moft  weighty  ar. 

lhrrrt/^°^  ^y  the  honourable  member 
who  fpoke  Jaft,  feemed  to  be,  that  there  w?s  a 

«  nn  A    ^^^-^     "  "^^^  ^.  '"*'^'^«  ^^afon  for  keeping 
^  up  a  ftanding  army  of  foldiers.    If  fcribbling  gav? 

«  dreamTr'"  V  ""^^fi"=f«.    or   made'them 
dream  of  danger,  he  thought  the  beft  way  would 

«  for  heTi"^  '"  ."■■^u^  of  fcribbJers  to  defend  them  ; 
'  rl,  >,°  '^  ^°""^'  who  would  lift  upon  that 


Si> 
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Sir  William  Tonge  then  fpoke  to  the  effed:  as  foJ-^'^  vtnih^ 
lows:   '  Mr.    Speaker,  the  queftion  now  before  usiiS.^ 
'  not  any  way  relating  to   the  prefervation   or  the 
'  lofs  of  our  liberties ;  we  are  not   to  fiippofe,  vvc 

*  cannot  fuppofe  that  his  Majefty  is  to  employ  the 
'  forces  we  are  to  keep  on  foot  in  any  illegal   way, 

*  or  that  he  is  to  make  ufe  of  them,  or  of  any  other 

*  means  to  incroach  upon  the  liberties  of  our  country. 

*  We  have  had  fufficient  experience  of  his  Majefty's 

*  wifdom  and  goodnefs  not  to  entertain  the  leaft  fuf- 

^  picion    of  any  fuch  defign  ;  all  that  his   Majefty    ' 
'  v/ants  is,  that  we  will  take  care  to  keep  up  a  Par- 
'  liamentary  force  fufficient  for  enabling  him  to  re- 

*  pel  any  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  o::r  coun- 
'  try,  or  upon  our  conftitution.  His  Majefty  defires 

*  nothing  but  what  may  be  neceffary  for  preferving 

*  us  m  the  happy  and  quiet  ftate  in  which  v/e  are  at 

*  prefent,  and  for  continuing  and  proteding  the  free 
'  enjoyment  of  thofe  liberties  and  privijeges  for  whicli 
'  he  has  always  fliewn  fo  great  a  regard  :  While 
'  this  is  the  ufe  that  is  to.  be  made  of  our  ftanding 
'  army,  I  cannot  think  that  the  number  propofed 
'  is  at  all  too  large,  and  if  any  other  ufe  were  x.o  be 

*  made  of  them,  I  hope  I  fhould  be  as  ready  as  a- 
'  ny  man  in  this  houfe  tooppofe  any  fuch  mealures  \ 
'  but  as  long  as  the  continuance  of  the  army  depends 

*  upon  the  refolutions  of  Parliament  from  year  to 
'  year  ;  there  is,  I  think,  no  danger  of  any  fuch 
'  meafures  being  entered  upon,  or  even  fo  much  as 

*  thought  of.  The  Parliament  will  always  have  it 
'  in  their  power  to  put  a  ftop  to  fuch  meafures  \ii 
'  their  infancy,  and  long  before  they  can  be  made 

*  eft^edual,  or  lb  much  as  brought  to  any  maturity  ; 

*  and   I  hope  it  never  will  be  imagined,    that  the 

*  Parliament  will  join  in  any  meafures  for  enflaving 

*  the  people. 

*  The  prefent  queftion  is  not  whether  we  fhall  e- 
^  ftablilh  a  ftanding  army  to  continue  for  ever,  or 

'  for 
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^  for  any  term  of  years:  It  is  only  about  continuing 
'  the    number   now  propofed  for  one   year  longer, 

*  till  we  fee  how  the  treaties  we  have  lately  made  arc 

*  relilhed  by  fome  foreign  powers ;  if  they   lliould 

*  happen  not  to  approve  of  the  meafures  we  have  ta- 
•^  ken  for  eftablilhing  the  general  good  and  tranquil- 

*  lity  of  Europe^  our  keeping  up  of  our  flanding  ar- 

*  my  will  prevent  them  from  taking  any  meafures 

*  for  diflurbing  that  peace  and  tranquillity  fo  lately 

*  fettled  and  eftablilhed  ;  as  long  as  they  find  that  we 

*  are  in  a  capacity  to  compel  their  confent,  they  will 

*  at  leaft  diflemble  and  conceal  their  diflike.     If  at 

*  the  expiration  of  the  enfuing  year  we  find,  that  all 

*  the  other  powers  of  Europe  are  quiet  and  eafy  ;  if 
'  we  then  find  that  tliey  are  willing  to  reft  fatisfied 

*  with  thofe  meafures  that  have  been  agreed  upon, 

*  we  may  then  lelTen  the  number  of  our  forces  if  we 

*  think  fit,  and  one  year's  expence  of  maintaining  5 

*  or  6000  men,  is  but  a  trifle  in  comparifon  with  the 

*  lofs  this  nation  may  fuftain,  by  expofing  Europe  and 

*  itfelf  to  the  danger  of  a  new  war. 

*  It  is  well  known.  Sir,  how  fatal  it  was  to  Eu-^ 

*  rope^  how  fatal  it  was  to  this  nation  in  particular^ 

*  the  disbanding  of  our  army  after  the  peace  of  Ryf^ 

*  wick  5  YL.\ng  William h^id  too  much  wifdom  and  pe- 

*  netration   not  to    foref  e  the  confequfences  of  fo 

*  wrong  a  flep,  and  therefore  he  oppofed  it  with  all 

*  his  might ;  but  his  well-founded  reafons  could  not 

*  prevail  againft  the  fpiritof  that  fadlion  and  party, 

*  which  was  fo  troublefome  to  him  during  his  whole 

*  reign,  and  prevented  this  nation's  reaping  all  thofe 

*  advantages  it  might  have  done  from  his  prudent  ad- 

*  miniftration.  After  this  irnfchievous  resolution  was 

*  carried  againft  him,  and  the  brave  army  which  he 

*  had  been  at  fo  much  pains  to  difcipline  and  train 

*  up,  was  in  purfuance  thereof  disbanded,  he  faw 

*  himfelf  in  no  condition   to  oppofe  or  prevent  the 

*  French  King's  taking  poffeiTion  of  the  whole  king- 

^  dom 
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*  dom    of  Spain ^  upon    the  demife   of  the    King, 

*  who  was  even  at  that  time  in  fo  lingering  a  condi- 

*  tion,  that  his  death  was  every  day  expeded,  which 

*  made  the  refokition  for  disbanding  our  army  at  fo 

*  critical  a  jundure  the  more  ridiculous  ;  therefore 

*  King  William  found  himfelf  under  a  fort  of  necef- 

*  fity  of  entering  into  the  partition  treaty,  which  was 

*  afterwards  fo  much  cenfured  in  this  houfe,  and  was 

*  certainly  a  treaty  that  he  never  would  have  agreed 

*  to,  but  only   that  he  thought  it  was  neceflliry  to 

*  give  the  French  a  fmall  part  of  the  SpaniJIj  domi- 
^  nions,  in  order  to  prevent  their  getting  hold  of  the 
^  whole. 

*  We  have  feen.  Sir,  the  good  effe6ls  of  agree - 
'  ing  with  his  Majefby  in  the  meafures  he  propofed 
'  for  bringing  about   the   re-eftablilhment   of  the 

*  peace  and  tranquillity  o^  Europe  \  I  am  perlbaded 

*  that  the  continuing  of  the  Hejftan  troops  in  our  pay 

*  was   one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  fuccefs  of 

*  his  Majefl:y*s  negotiations,  and  I  think  the  event 

*  has  juftified  me  and  every  one  who  agreed  with  his 
'  Majefty  in  that  meafure  :  As  I  was  then  of  opini- 

*  on,  that  the  continuing  of  the  Hejftan  troops  in  our 
'  pay  Avas  abfolutely    neceflary  for  bringing  about 

*  thofe  good  ends  which  Lave  been  thereby  efFe6lu> 

*  ated ;  fo  now  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  keeping  up 

*  the  number  of  our  own  forces  propofed,  is  a  mea- 
^  fure  that  is  abfolutely  neceifary  for  prelerving  that 

*  tranquillity  which  is  but  juft  eftablifhed. 

*  But  if  there  were  no  fears  from  abroad,  if  there 

*  were  no  danger  of  any  foreign  power's  attempting 
'*  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  o\  Europe^  yet  the  pre- 
■*  fervation  even  of  our  own  liberties,  and  of  the  Pr^ 

*  teftant  fucccflion,  make  it  neceffiiry  to  continue  thi; 

*  -whole  number  propofed  of  our  own  troops  in  our 
•pay  :  for  tho'  I  am  very  far  from  thinking,  that 

*  the  generality,  or  that  the greatefl  parr. of  the  :peo- 

*  pie  are  difafFecled,  becauie  I  always  reckon  that  th^ 
^  affcdtion  of  the  people  is  to  be  meaiured  hy  the  at- 

'  leCLion 


6o 


Sir  W^llijrti 
Wyr.dboms 
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fection  of  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  yet 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  there  h  (lilJ  a  fpirit  of  Ja- 
cobitifm  in  the  country  ;  though  it  be  at  prefent 
dormant,  it  is  not  quite  extinguifhed,  as  may  ap- 
pear from  the  treatment  lately  given  to  a  petition 
tor  ere<5ling  the  ftatue  ofKlnglViiliam,  that  great 
King,  who  had  delivered  us  from  fo  many  evils, 
and  who  had  prevented  our  falling  into  the  moll 
abjed  flavery  that  ever  a  people  were  brought  in- 
to;  yet  a  petition  for  ereding  a  ftatue  in  memory 
of  this  glorious  King,  met  withfuch  contempt,  as 
could  not  be  given  by  any  but  thofe  who  are  mofl 
enthufiailically  led  by  the  evil  fpirit ;  and  while 
there  are  any  gi-eat  remains  of  that  fpirit  in  the 
country,  the  government  never  can  be  fafe,  nor 
can  the  peace  or  quiet  of  the  nation  be  fecured, 
without  keeping  up  fuch  a  number  of  regular  forces 
as  may  deprive  fuch  people  of  all  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
For  which  reafons,  Sir,  I  fhall  give  my  vote  for 
keeping  up  the  number  of  forces  propofed.* 

Sir  JVilliam  Wyndham  fpoke  as  follows :  '  Sir,  It 
has  always  been  look'd  on  as  contrary  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  liberties  of  this 
country,  to  keep  up  a  Handing  army  in  time  of 
peace.  This  is  a  maxim  that  has  been  handed  down 
to  us  from  our  forefathers,  and  is  certainly  as  true 
a  maxim  as  any  that  ever  was,  or  ever  can  belaid 
down  for  the  prefervation  of  our  happy  conflitu- 
tion.  His  Majefty  has  been  moil  gracioufly  plea- 
fed  to  aiTure  us  from  the  throne.  That  the  expeda- 
tions  he  had  given  us  from  time  to  time  of  feeing 
the  general  tranquillity  oi Europe  reftored  and  efta- 
bliihed,  are  now  fully  anfwered.  What  have  we 
more  to  expe<5l  ?  Do  vv^e  hope  ever  to  fee  a  time 
when  all  the  powers  of  Europe  will  be>  even  to 
outward  appearance,  fo  fully  fatisfied  and  pleafed', 
that  nojealoafies5no  private  animofities  will  feern  to 

*  remain  ? 
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'  remain  ?  The  hope  Is  vain,  the  thing  is  impofTible, 
^  for  thofe  very  meafures  which  make  one  eafy,  will 
'  always  give  fome  meafures  of  difquiet  to  ano- 
'  ther  •,  befides,  the  ambition  of  princes  is  fuch,  that 
'  no  general  fatisfaclion  can  be  expelled,  nor  can  a 
'  profound  tranquillity    be   hoped  for  to  remain  for 

*  any  time  without  fome  difturbance.   Either  now  is 

*  a  proper  time  for  us  to  reduce  a  part  of  our  army, 
'  or  fuch  a  time  will  never  happen,  and  this  nation 
'  muft  always  be  obliged  to  be  at  the   expence  of 

*  maintaining  a  numerous  regular  army,  and  Uq  ex- 

*  pofed  to  have  its  liberties  and  privileges  trampled 

*  upon  by  the  means  of  that  army,  whenever  we 
'  fhall  have  a  King  weak  or  ambitious  enough, 
'  or   a   miniftry  wicked  enough  to  engage  in  fuch 

*  meafures, 

*■  A  much  leis  number  than  we  have  at  prefent, 
'  have  been  found  fufficient  to  guard  us  both  agiinfl: 
'  invafions  from  abroad  and  infurreclions  at  home, 
even  in  the  time  of  open  war.  Daring  the  whok 
courfe  of  the  long  wars  we  had  in  the  reigns  both  of 
King  TFiUiam  and  Queen  Anne^  a  body  of  6  or 
7000  men  was  thought  ail  that  was  rtquifite  to  be 
kept  in  this  nation,  for  guarding  us  againfl:  all  the 
attempts  of  our  enemies  foreign  or  domeftic  ;  and 
thisfmall  body  of  men,  with  the  affe<^ions  of  the 
people,  appeared  to  be  fo  fufficient  for  the  purpofe 
defigned,  that  the  united  powers  of  France  and 
Spain  never  durft  venture  to  make  an  invafion  up- 
on us  *,  nay,  they  ne^^er  fo  much  as  attempted  it 
but  once,  and  then  they  did  it  in  fuch  a  fainr 
manner,  as  fhewed  they  were  afraid  of  the  fuccefs 
of  what  they  were  going  about :  Yet  every  one 
knows  what  an  Advantage  it  would  have  then 
been  to  the  French  caufc,  if  they  could  have 
made  a  diverfion  by  landing  a  bcdy  of  troops  m 
this  IQand. 
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*  After  the  peace  of  Ryfwick^  the  Parliament  was 
'  then  fo   jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  fo  much  a- 

*  fraid  of  introducing  the  dangerous  cuftom  of  keep- 

*  ing  up  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  that  they 
'  got  the  army  disbanded  immediately  after  the  peace 

*  was  concluded,  and  they  certainly  did  right  in  do- 

*  ingfo.  There  were  no  fatal  confequences  from  thence 

*  enfued,  nor  could  the  disbanding  of  our  army  give 

*  the  leafl  occafion  to  the  partition  treaty  :  Spain  was 
'  then  in  a  manner  our  own,  they  were  upon  our 

*  fide,  and  were  heartily  engaged,  or  would  have 

*  engaged  in  any  tolerable  meafures  for  preventing 
*-  the  French  King's  taking  poflefTion  of  all,  or  of  a- 

-*  ny  part  of  their  territories  ;  but  by  that  pernicious 
'  treaty,  which  was,  even  before  the  conclufion  of  it, 
'  and  before  the  fatal  eife6ls  it  produced  were  ft\ty 
'  ftrenuouQy  oppofed  by  fome  of  our  own  minifters, 

*  and  was  afterwards  fo  juftly  cenfured  in  Parliament, 
'  the  Spaniards  were  forced  to  throw  themfelves  in- 

*  to  the  arms  o^  France  ;  they  were  obliged  to  accept 

*  of  the  protediion  of  France^  in  order  to  prevent 

*  their  monarchy  from  being  rent  and  torn  to  pieces, 

*  in  purfuance  of  that  ridiculous  fcheme  agreed  upon 

*  by  the  treaty  of  partition.  Yet  notwithftanding  of 
'  this  falfe  ftep,  by  which  we  loft  the  whole  monarchy 

*  of  Spain^  we  loft  nothing  by  having  disbanded  our 
'  army,  for  immediately  upon  the  war's  breaking  out 

*  afrefh,  we,  in  conjundion  with  our  allies,  not  only 
'  raifed  fuch  an  army  as  would  have  been  fufficient  to 

*  have  defended  Spain^  but  was  found  to  be  an  over- 
'  match  for  the  joint  powers  o^  France  and  Spain^dSTii^- 
'  ed  by  their  new  ally  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  whom  we 
'  had'likewife  difobliged,  and  thrown  into  thefcale 
'  againft  us  by  the  fecond  partition  treaty.  And  con- 
'  fidering  the   great  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  this  laft 

*  war,  and  the  fmall  number  of  regular  forces  we 
*■  had  in  pay  before  it  broke  out ;  I  think  we  may 
'  from  thence  moft  certainly  contlude,  that  there  ne- 
'  ver  can  be  any  necelTity,  or  really  fo  much  as  a 

5  '  pretence 
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*  pretence  for  keeping  up  fuch  a  numerous  (landing 
'  army  in  time  of  peace,  as  we  have  at  prefent  in 
'  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  alone. 

'  Sir,   The  brave  and   the  bold  fpirit  which  the  . 

*  BritiJJj  fubjedls  naturally  have,  is  well  known ;  our 

*  enemies  have  often  felt  it  to  their  coft ;  I  hope  the 

*  fame  fpirit  ftill  remains,  I  hope  we  have  men  enow 

*  in  Britain  who  have  refolution  to  defend  them- 

*  fclves  againft  any  invafion  whatever,  though  there 

*  were  not  fo  much  as  one  reu-coat  in  the  whole  king- 

*  dom.     It  is  upon  the  bravery  of  our  fubje6ts,  upon 

*  the  natural  courage  of  our  men,  that  we  ought 
'  principally  to  depend  for  the  protedtion  and  fafety 

*  of  our  country  againft  a  foreign  enemy  :  By  trufl- 

*  ing  to  this,  we  have  continued  for  many  years  to 
'  be  a  happy  and  a  free  people,   and  as  loon  as  we 

*  begin  to  put  our  trull  in  any  thing elfe,  our  happi- 
'  nefs  and  our  liberty  will  be  at  an  end,  and  a  flate 
'  of  mifery  and  flavery  mud  foon  after  enfue. 

'  As  to  the  difafFe6lion  that  is  pretended  to  be  in 
^  the  country,  it  is  nothing  but  a  pretence,  and  it  will 

*  always  be  a  pretence :  I  hope.  Sir,  it  is  fo  inconfi- 

*  derable,  that  our  ordinary  civil  officers  are  fufficient 

*  to  feize,  and  our  common  goals  capable  to  hold  all 
«  the  difaffeded  in  the  kingdom  :  But  I  muft  fay, 
'  that  the  continuing  of  a  (landing  army  even  from 

*  year  to  year  will  certainly  make  the  dilaffedlion  in- 
'  creafe,   and  will    make  it  fpread  through  all  the 

*  parts    of  the  kingdom  ;  the  people  never  can  be 

*  eafy  under  the  load  of  taxes,  and  the  many  oppref- 
'  fions  which  always  are,  and  always  muft  be  the 
'  confequences  of  keeping  up  a  numerous  (landing 

*  army   in  any  country.     Our  people  are  naturally 

*  jealous  of  their  liberties ;  the  continuing  of  the  army 

*  thus  from  year  to  year,  will  make  them  conclude, 

*  that  they  are  never  to  be  relieved  therefrom  by  Par- 

*  liament ;  this  may  make  them  defpair  of  preferv- 

*  ing  their  liberty  by  any   peaceable  method,  and 

'  mav 
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«  may  make  them  engage  agalnfl:  one  another  in  a 
'  cruel    civil   war,  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  li- 
berties which   they  judge  to  be  in  imminent  dan- 
ger:  Thefe  may  be  the  confequences,   but  woe  be 
to  thofe  men  who  advife  fuch  meafures,  as   may 
'  produce  fuch  fatal  effeds !   I  wifh  that  neither  God 
'  nor  man  may  ever  pardon  the  authors  of  fo  much 

*  mifery  ! 
'  We  have  heard  much,  Sir,   of  the  dif!:in6tion 

*  bet\veen  a  (landing  army  and  a  Parliamentary  ar- 

*  my  *,  for  my  part,  I  can  fee  no  difference ;  a 
ftanding  army  is  a  (landing  army,  let  it  beautho- 
rifed  by  Parliament  or  no ;  the  people  may  meet 
with  the  fame  opprefTions  from  both,  and  both 
mull  be  maintained  at  the  people's  expence.  I 
join  with  the  worthy  member  who  fpoke  lad,  in  o- 
pinion,  that  the  afFe6lions  of  the  people  ought  to 
be  meafured  by  the  affections  of  their  reprefenta- 
tiv'es  in  Parliament ;  it  has  always  been  fo  hither- 
to :  The  fubjedls,  when  they  fufpedled  that  the 
crown  was  making  any  incroachments  upon  their 
liberties,  always  pleafed  themfelves  with  the 
thoughts,  that  they  would  find  a  fure  redrefs  from 
their  rcprefentatives  afTembled  in  Parliament  •,  up- 
on them  they  always  depend^^d  for  a  certain  re* 
medyforall  their  real  or  even  imaginary  wrongs: 
but  if  this  houfe  fhall  thus,  from  year  to  year,  a- 
gree  to  the  continuance  of  a  (landing  army,  I  am 
afraid  this  will  no  longer  continue  to  be  a  rule  for 
meafuring  the  people's  affe6lions :  The  people  will 
begin  to  look  upon  us,  not  as  their  reprefentatives, 
or  as  the  guardians  of  their  liberties,  but  as  the 
infignificant  tools  of  a  court,  and  the  hireling  fup- 

^  porters  of  an  adminidration.' 

Mr.  Pel-         Mr.  Pelham  laid,  '  That  as  long  as  the  army  was 

/»fl«'s         c  regularly  paid,  and   (Iricl  difcipline  kept  up,  he 

'  did  not   believe  that  the  people  could  meet  with 

*  any  injudice  from  them  ,  and  as  long  as  they  were 

'  fubjed 
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'  fubjed  to  be  reduced  or  disbanded  by  the  Parlia- 
'  ment,  whenever  it  was  thought  convenient,  they 
^  never  could  be  employed  againft  the  liberties  and 

*  privileges  of  the  fubject ;  therefore  he  did  not  be- 
'  lieve  that  the  fmall  number  now  propofed  could 

*  ever  raife  any  difcontent  or  jealoufy  in  the  minds 
'  of  the  people  :  But  he  joined  heartily  v,-ith  the  ho- 
'  nourab'e  member  who  fpoke  lafr,  in  wifhing,  that 
'  neither  God  nor  m.an  might  ever  forgive  thofe  who 
'  were  or  fhould  be  the  occafion  of  our  being  obliged 
'  to  fight  for  our  liberties  ;  yet  the  cafe,  he  faid,  had 
'  happened,  we  had  been  obliged  to  fight  for  our 
'  liberties,  and  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  us  -,  and 
'  yet  notwithftanding,  many  of  thofe  who  had  been 

*  principally  the  occafion  thereof,  had  been  forgiven 

*  at  lead  by  man,' 

Mr.  Barnard  £a.\d^  *  That  he  could  not  agree  to^ir.Sjr. 

*  the  continuing  of  the  army  upon  the  footing  pro  ^^^"^"s 
'  pofed,  becaufe  we  had  been  afiured  by  his  Ma-^"*^  * 
'  jeiLy,   that   there  was    a  profound  tranquillity  a- 

*  broad  •,  and  if  there  was  any  parr/  at  home  againft 
'  tho.  Frotefiant  fuccefTion,  he  v/as  convinced  it  was 
'  lojnfignificanr,  that  it  was  not  worth  taking  notice 
'  of.  That  the  fetting  up,  or  not  fetiing  up  King 
'  IVillianfs  ftatue,  could  be  no  argument  for  proving 
'  that  there  was  a  fpiric  of  Jaccbitifm  in  the  country  : 
'  for  his  part,  he  wifhed  that  the  propcfal  had  been 
^  agreed  to,  and  that  the  ftatue  had  been  ^ci  up  ;  bur 
'  he  was  fure  that  the  late  oppofition  that  was  made 
^  to  it,  and  the  refufing  to  let  it  up  in  the  place  pro- 

*  pofed,  did  not  proceed  from  any  diiafieition  to  the 

*  government,  or  from  any  diflikeof  the  revolution  ; 
'  there  were  many  other  reafons   to  be  alTigned  for 

*  that  refufal,  which  by  the  generality  of  the  people, 
'  v/ho  were  concerned  in  that  matter,  were  thought 
'  to  oe  of  weig'u  cncugii  to  make  them  give  their 

*  negative  at  that  thx.c' 
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Mr.^^ftiT.      Mr.  Attorney  General,     '  Sir,  It  is  certainly  the 
^n^r^rj/sj  intereft  of  this  nation  to  render  itfelf  as  confider- 

*  able  as  polTible   among  its  neighbours ;    for  the 

*  greater  opinion   they  have  of  our  flrength  and 

*  power,  the  \t{%  apt  they  will  be  to  undertake  any 

*  expeditions  or  invafions  againft  us,  and  the  more 

*  eafy  it  will  be  for  us  to  obtain  from  them  any  ad- 

*  vantages  or  immunities  which  we  may  think  ne- 

*  cefTary  for  improving  the  trade,  and  increafing  the 

*  riches  of  the  kingdom.  There  is  nothing  contri- 
^  butes  more  to  the  power  and  ftrengrh  of  a  people 
*^  than  unanimity  and  concord  among  themfelves  :  A 

*  factious  divided  people  are  never  able  to  do  much 
^  good  to  themfeh/es  or  their  friends,  nor  any  great 
*■  injury  to  their  enemies  and  rivals.  The  only  thing 

*  then  that  can  make  this  nation  confiderable  in  the 

*  eyes  of  foreigners,  is,  a  hearty  union  and  agree- 

*  ment  between  his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament  -^ 
'  this  it  is  that  has  produced  that  happy  tranquillity 
^  which  we  now  enjoy,  and  which  by  our  influence 

*  has  been  communicated  to  the  refl  oi  Europe^  and 

*  in  a  manner  forced  upon  fome  of  the  Princes  there- 

*  of:  fome  of  them  had  inclination  enough  to  have 

*  raifed  comm.otions,  and  to  have  diflurbed  the  peace 
'  and  quiet  of  their  neighbours,  but  they  durlt  not 

*  venture  upon  it,  when  they  found  the  King  of 
■^  Great  Britain  and  his  Parliament  would  join  hear- 

*  tily  in  the  fame  meafures  againil  them.  It  may 
'  be  fuppofed  that  the  fame  inclinations  ilill  remain^ 
'  they  only  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  follow 
'  them  i  the  leafl:  difagreement  between  his  Majefty 

*  and  his  Parliament  will  afford  them  what  they 
'  wifh,  v.hat  they  long  for,  and  thereupon  the  fiames 
'  of  war   will  break  cut    afreili :    For   prefer  vino: 

*  therefore  the  tranquillity,  which  by  our  influence 

*  has  been  eftablifncd,   ic'io  necefTiry  to  continue  the 

*  means  by  which  we  have  been  able  to  accomplifh 
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'  fo  good  a  defign,  for  which  reafon  I  am  againft 
'  difagreeing  with  what  has  been  propofcd.' 

Mr.  Plumer,     '  Sir,  li  I  thought  that  the  con-  Mf;  ^J^- 

*  tinuing  the  number  of  forces  propofed,  were  ne-"''^'^*  ^ 

*  cefTary  for  preferving  the  public  tranquillity,  either 
'  at  home  or  abroad,  or  for  any  otr.er  good  end 

*  whatever,  I  fhould  join  mod  heartily  in  the  pro- 
'  pofal.     It  is  certain  that  the  continuing  of  fo  great 

*  an  army,  in  time  of  a  profound  peace,  may  be  of 
'  dangerous  confequence  to  our  conftitution  •,  and  it 
'  always  muil  be  oppreffive  as  well  as  burdenfome  to 
'  the  people  ;  therefore  nothing  but  an  abfolute  ne- 
'  ccflity  ought  to  prevail  upon  us  to  continue  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army.  From  paft  times  we  may  be  able  to 
'  form  a  judgment  of  the  prefent;  from  what  has 

*  happened  heretofore  we  may  judge,  w-hether  there 
'  be  at  prefent  any  abfolure  neccfnty  for  keeping  up 
'  fucha  number  of  regular  forces.  During  the  whole 
'  time  of  the  late  war,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
'  there  were  but  6  or  70CO  men  of  regular  forces  kept 

*  in  this  kingdom,  and  thcfe  v>ere  found  fafEcient, 

*  though  the  Pretender  was  then  openly  entertained 
'  at  the  French  court,  and  was  but  a  few  days  jour- 
'  ney  diilant  from  us  :    It  was  then  much  eafier  to 

*  carry   on  a  correfpondence  between  him  and  his 

*  friends  in  this  country,  than  at  prefent,  and  it  mud 
*•  be  fuppofcd  that  he  had  more  of  them  then,  than 
'  he  has  now  ;  tor  by  the  very  nature  of  things  they 
'  mud  be  daily  decreafing,  and  will  at  lafl  wear  quite 

*  out,  if  wrong  meafures  at  home  do  not  prevent 
'  it  :  yet  notwithftanding  the  fniall  number  of 
'  forces  then  kept  in  the  kingdom,  they  were  never 

*  able  to  give  the  government  any  great  ciilurbance 
'  or  uneaiinefs.  Therefore  I  mull  conclude,  that  for 
*■  preventing  any  attempts  from  the  Pretender  or  his 
'  party  in  this  kingdom,  a  greater  number  is  now 
'  not  abfokuely  neceflary,  but  is  really  quite  unne- 
'  ceiT:;ry  and  fiipcrfluous. 

F  2  '  As 
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*  As  foon  as  that  war  was  at  an  end,  our  troops 

*  were  immediately  disbanded,,  and  the  army  redu- 

*  ced  to  about  6000  fome  odd  hundred  men  ;  it  was 

*  not  then  pretended,  chat  it  was  neceffary  to  keep 

*  our  army  on  foot  till  it:  fliould  be   fcen  how  the 

*  treaty  we  had  made  fhould  be  relilhed  by  foreign 

*  powers,  or  that  there  was  any  danger  of  the  war's 

*  breaking  out  afrefh  in  cafe  we  fhould,,    for    the 

*  fafety  of  our  conftitucion,  and  the  eafe  of  our  peo- 

*  pie,,  disband  our  regular  forces.     Yet  I  have  fo 

*  great  a  refpe6l  for  her  Majefty's  memory,   that  I 

*  cannot  believe  fhe  had  any  views  of  favouring  the 
•Pretender,  or  his  intereif,  either  at  home  or  abroad  ; 

*  and  with  this  fmall  number  of  regular  forces  at 

*  home,  we  found,   that  not  only  the  general  tran- 

*  quillity  of  Europe  was   preferved,  but,  upon  the 

*  Queen's  demife,    the    Proteftant   fuccelTion   took 

*  place,  without  the  leafi:  difturbance  or  oppofition. 

*  There  was,  it  is  true,  a  rebellion  broke  out  fome 

*  time  after,  and  thereupon  the  army  was  augment- 

*  ed,  but  that  rebellion  wlis  crufhed  even  before  the 
'  augmentation  was>  made  ;  the  fix.or  feven  thoufand- 

*  troops  we  had  in  our  pay  at  home,  were,  we  found, 
'  fufficient  for  fuppreiling  that  infurredion  •,  andnor- 
*■  with  (landing  of  this  fmall  number  of  forces  we  had 

*  on  foot,  and  this  infurrection  that  was  at  the  famie 

*  time  railed  againil   his  late  Majefty,  yet  we  find 

*  that  none  of  the  powers  abroad  ever  offered  either 
^to  difturb  us  or  any  of  their  neighbours.     Thus 

*  we  find  that  in  former  times,  and  that  very  lately 

*  too,  the  public  tranquillity  has  been  preferved 
'  both  abroad  and  at  home,  by  a  little  more  than 
'  one  third  of  t\\^  regular  forces  now  propoled  to  be 

*  kept  on  foot:  For  v/hat  end  then  can  fuch  a  num- 
'  ber  be  propofcd,  or  for  what  reafon  fhould  we  a- 
'  gree  to  it  ?  For  my  part  lean  find  none,  but  very 
'  ftrong  reafons  for  cppofing  it  as  much  as  lies  in 

*  my  power. 

^  I  mufl 
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*  I  muft  fay,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  to  the  diminution 

*  or  redu6tion  of  our  regular  forces  that  any  attempts 

*  againft  us  ever  were,  or  ever  can  be  owing  ;  fuch 

*  attempts,  either  by  invafions  or  infurredlions,  mud 
'  always  arife  from  cur  government's  purfuing  mea- 
'  fures,  by  which  difaffedion  and  difcontent  are  fow- 
'  ed  among  the  people.    When  the  people  are  gene- 

*  rally  difaffected,  the  malecontents  will  gather  con- 

*  fidence  from  their  numbers,  and  our  neighbours 

*  will,  upon  every  occafion,  be  ready  to  invade  us, 
'  when  they  are  fure  of  meeting  with  a  powerful 
'  fupport  and  afTiftance  from  the  people  themfelves. 
'  There  is  no  one  meafure  more  apt  to  fpread  a  ge- 

*  neral  difaffe6lion  among  the  people  than   that  of 

*  keeping  up  a  numerous  (landing  army  ;  •  this  was 
'  one  of  the  principal  things  that  ruined  the  late 

*  King  James^  and  alienated  from  him  the  people's 

*  aiFe6lions,  almoft  to  a  man  :  He  had  to  truit  to 
'  even  a  more  numerous  army  than  at  prefent  de- 

*  manded  ;  but  what  was  the  confequence  ?  That  ar- 

*  my  was  fo  far  from  fecuring  him  againft  the  gene- 
'  ral  difcontent  of  the  people,  that  they  themfelves, 
*-  like  honed  men  as  they  were,  joined  in  the  general 
'  defe6lion,  and  contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the 

*  man  who  unjuftly  put  his  whole  truft  and  confidence 

*  in  them.     I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  EngUjJo  armies  will 

*  always  b-ehave  fo  ;  I  hope  they  will  always  be  fo 
'  faithful  to  their  country,  as  to  forfake  the  man  who 
^  has  a  mind  to  endave  it  ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  dc- 
'  pended  on  :  However,  the  example  fhews,  that  an 
'  army  breeds  dilaffedlion  amor^g  the  people,  and 
'  that  even  an  army  cannot   be  much  depended  on 

*  by  that   King,  who  by  putting  his  whole  confi- 

*  dence  in  them,  has  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the 

*  people.  Therefore,  from  the  fincere  affedion  I 
'  have  for  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  I  muft  be  againd 

*  continuing  fuch  a  great  number  of  regular  forces  in 
^  this  kingdom.' 

F  :?  Mr, 
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Mr.  H.  Walpole,  *  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  hear  a  pa- 
rallel drawn  by  any  member  of  this  houfe,  between 
the  army  kept  up  by  the  late  YJingJames^  and  the 
army  intended  to  be  kept  up  at  prefent.  King 
James*^  army  was  raifed  againft  law,  was  main- 
tained againft  the  confent  of  the  people,  and  was 
employed  in  overturning  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple :  The  prefent  queftion  is  about  an  army  which 
is  to  be  kept  up  according  to  law,  and  by  and  with 
the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  people.  If  we 
look  into  the  petition  of  right  itfelf,  what  does  it 
fay  ?  That  an  army  raifed  or  kept  up,  without 
confent  of  Parliament,  is  contrary  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  \  but  it  was  never  faid,  that  an  army  kept  up 
by  confent  of  Parliament  is  illegal,  or  any  way  con- 
trary to  our  happy  confbitution  :  in  this  refpe6i:, 
therefore,  no  parallel  can  be  drawn  between  the 
prefent  army,  which  is  to  be  kept  up  only  by  con- 
fent of  the  people,  and  maintained  by  them,  and 
that  army  which  was  raifed  and  maintained  by  King 
James  himfelf,  and  was  fo  far  from  being  with  the 
concurrence  or  confent  of  the  people,  that  it  was  to 
be  employed  againft  them;  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  no  man  here  fufpecls,  that  the  prefent  army  is 
to  be  employed  in  any  fuch  manner. 

'  I  really  believe,  Sir,  and  I  hope  I  am  right,  that 
there  is  but  very  little  diflatisfadion  in  the  nation, 
and  that  the  Jacobite  party  is  now  become  very 
inconfiderable  ;  but  ftill  that  party  is  not  to  be  ri- 
diculed and  made  a  joke  of:  Vv^e  are  not  fo  much 
to  defpife  all  attempts  that  may  be  made  by  them, 
as  not  to  take  any  meafures  to  provide  ourfelves  a- 
gainfi:  them  ;  fuch  a  fecurity  is  the  beft  thing  they 
can  wifh  for,  they  would  be  glad  to  be  defpiied  in 
fuch  a  manner.  Gentlemen  may  fay  what  they 
will,  of  the  little  confequence  of  any  endeavours 
that  have  been,  or  may  be  ufed  by  them  ;  but  the 
late  rebellion  is  a  certain  teflimony  that  they  are 

'  not 


A  1732.  DEBATES.  7* 

.  not  to  be  too  much  defpifed.     The  fate  of  the 

<  Idncdom  was,  at  that  time,  brought  even  to  the 
'  d  cifioa  of  a  day,  and  if  the  rebels  had  been  fuc 
'  cefsful  but  at  Preflcn,  I  do  not  know  what  might 
'  have  been  the  confequences ;  I  dread  to  think  of 
'  them  ■  But  let  them  have  been  never  fo  fatal,  it 
'  the  liberties  of  this  nation  had  been  overthrown  by 
'  the  faccefsof  thofe  rebels,  it  would  have  been  m- 

<  t^rely  owing  to  oar  having  fo  few  regular  forces 
^on  foo°  at^hat  time.  We  have  efcaped  that 
«  dan-er,  but  do  not  let  us  expofe  ourfelvcs  every 
'  daylo  fuch  dangers  for  the  future,  which  muft  be 

the  neceffary  confequence  of  reducing  any  part  ot 
She  fmall  army  now  on  foot,  and  defired  to  be  con- 


tinued. 


'  A  parliamentary  army  never  yet  d,d  any  harm  .0 
:  this  nation,  but  reductions  of  that  army  have  often 
been  fatal.     I  have  been  afTared  by  a  min.fter  of 
■■  very  great  confequence  at  the  court  of  F>w,ce    that 
.  the  red^^cing  of  our  army  after  the  F^ace  of  ^;y: 
'  ^^uk,  very^much  encouraged  the  court  of  France 
'  to  take  fuch  meafures,  and  to  make  fu:n  bold  ft.ps 
.  as  they  afterwards  did.     They  would   have  been 
«  more  cautious  if  we  had  kept  ourfelves  in  a  capa- 
'  citv  of  pouring  in  a  numerous  army  upon  tliem, 
'  but  they  faw  that  we  had  put  it  out  of  our  power, 
«and  the^refore  they    defpifed  "5- ^  The   reduaion 
'of  the  army  after  the  treaty  ofVrrecht  had  net, 
.  bv  good  luck,  all  the  ill  confequencesthat  were 
'  defianed,    but  the  reduftion  was  certainly  made 
'  witi-Tno  good  intent.     I  have  a  good  enough  opi- 
'  nion  of  the  late  Queen,  fiie  had  not  Perhaps  any  il 
<  intentions,  but  I  am  convinced  that  her  mimlkrs 
'  had  laid  a  fcheme  for  overturning  the  Proteftant 
'  fucceffion,  and  they  had  no  ether  way  of  execut- 
'  ing  this  fcheme,  but  by  getting  free  of  all  tho.e 
'  brave  officers  and  foldiers  who  had  ferved  their 
«  country  fo  faithfully  in  the  late  wars  ;  ^his  was 

F  4  ^ 
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'  what  made  the  army  be  reduced  at  that  time  fo 
'  low  as  it  was  :  The  minifters  knew  that  thofe  ho- 

*  neft  officers  would  not  ferve  them  in  the  execution 

*  of  their  deftrudlive  fchemes,  but  they  took  a  care 

*  to  fupply  their  place   by  a  body  of  above  6000 

*  men,  who  were  privately  kept  in  pay,  and  main- 
'  tained  under  the  colour  of  Chelfea  hofpital ,  and 

*  the  confequence  fhewed  what  fort  of  men  thofe 
'  new  troops  were,  for  almoft  every  man  of  them 
'  appeared  in  arms  in  the  late  rebellion  again fl;  the 

*  government.   We  have  heard  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 

*  upon  which  this  reduction  v/as  made,  applauded 

*  by  fome ;  whether  it  deferves  any  fuch  applaufe  I 

*  do  not  know,  but  I  am  certain  that  fince  that  time 
'  we  have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  feparate  trea- 

*  ties  and  negociations  almoft  with  every  Power  in 
'  Europe^  for  amending  or  explaining  the  blunders 
'  of  that  treaty  :  and  if  we  are  now  right,  whoever 
'  afcribes  our  being  {^  to  that  treaty,   may  be  Hiid 

*  to  be  like  a  man,  who  after  breaking  another's 
'  bones,  and  feeing  them  fet  again  very  right,  and 

*  well  cured  by  an  able  furgeon,  cries.  You  are 
'  obliged  to  me.  Sir,  for  this  great  cure  that  has 
'  been  performed  upon  you. 

'  After  all.  Sir,  I  would  not  have  the  friends  to 
'  the  prefent  eftablifhment  think  themfelves  abfo- 
'  lutely  Mt  and  fecure  -,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  but 
'  that   his  Majefty  has  ftill  fome   private  enemies 

*  even  in  our  own  country.     People  may  fay  what 

*  they  will  about  the  treatment  the  petition  for  e- 

*  reeling  King  William''^  itatue  lately  met  with,   but 

*  1  look  upon  it  as  an  affront  dehgnedly  put  upon 
'  the  Revoiution  •,  and  I  am  fure  it  never  could  have 

*  met  with  fo  much  contempt  from  any  thing  but 
'  a  fpirit  of  Jacobitifm  fbiil  fubfiiling  in  the  country, 

*  which  can  never  be  deftroyed  but  by  taking  away 

*  from  them  all  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  this  can  only 

*  be  done  by  keeping  up  an  army  fufficicnt  to  defend 


us  againfl:  their  utmoil  efforts.' 


Mr. 
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Mr,  Noel  faid,    '  That  he  approved  very   muchj^j-  ^'°^^« 
*-  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  to  both  houfes  at  the  begin- 
'  ning  of  the  fefiion  ;    he  was  glad  to  obferve,    that 
'  his  Majefty    therein  declared   in  fo    ftrong  terms 

*  his  affe(Stion  for  his  people,  but  from  the  motion 
'  that  had  been  made  for  fuch  a  number  of  troop?^, 
'  he  thought  the  fpeech  ought  to  have  concluded 
'  with  thefe  words :  "  That  his  Majefty,  to  fhew 
"  his  affedlion  for  his  people,  would  quarter  upon 
"  them  for  next  year  but  18,000  men." 

Sk  Robert  JValpole.     'Sir,  I  find  the  gentlemen  sir  i^o^^rr 

*  who  oppofe  the  motion  made  by   my  honourable  fpeg^^f* 

*  friend  have  all  along  argued,  as  if  the  number  of 
'  forces  now  propofed,  were  to  be  kept  up  againfh 
'  law,  or  to  continue  for  ever  :  Whereas  the  very  de- 
'  fign  of  the  motion  made  to  this  houfe,  is  in  order  to 

*  have  a  law  for  the  keeping  them  up  •,  and  all  that  the 

*  gentleman  wants  by  this  motion;  is,  that  they  fhall 
'  be  continued  for  this  year  only.  The  cafe  then  be- 
'  fore  us,  is,  whether  it  will  be  more  proper  and  more 

*  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  to  keep  up  the  number 
'  propofed  for  one  year,  or  by  an  ill-timed  frugah'ty, 
'  to  reduce  fome  part  of  them,  and  thereby  expofe 

'  the  nation  to  be  contemned  and  defpifed  by  our  . 
'  neighbours  around  us,  and  that  at  a  time  when  the 
\  pubh'c  tranq\iillity  is  but  jnfl  fettled,  and  before  we 
'  can  know  whether  {ovti^  of  our  neie-hbourino: 
'  powers  are  fitisficd  or  no.  Nations  as  well  as  pri~ 
'  vatc  men  mufl;  accommodate  their  meafures  to  the 

*  times  th:-:y  live  in.  The  circumflances  of  Europe 
'  are  nov/  much  altered  from  what  they  were  in 
'  former  days,  but  a  very  few  ages  ago  there  was 
'  no  fuch  tiling  in  Europe  as  what  we  now  call  a 
'  ftanding  army  *,  there  was  nothing  but  the  militia 
'  in  any  country,  and  therefore  it  was  no  way  ne- 
'  celTary  for  us  to  have  any  thing  elfe.  If  we  quar- 
^  relied  with  any  of  our  neighbours,  we  were  fure 
^_  they  had  nqihing  but  militia  to  bring  againil  us  :. 

'  our 
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our  militia  was,  and  I  hope  is  dill  as  good  as  theirs; 
but  I  do  not  beJieve  that  any  man  will  fay,  that 
the  militia  of  any  country  can  be  made  fully  as 
good  as  regular  troops  bred  up  to  difcipline,  and 
accufliomed  to  command  for  many  years.  The 
thing  is  impoffible,  and  is  fo  looked  on  by  all  the 
powers  of  Europe.  There  is  not  now  a  fovereign 
ftate  in  Europe^  but  keeps  a  body  of  regular  troops 
in  their  pay  ;  there  are  none  of  our  neighbours  but 
what  keep  a  much  greater  number  than  we  do  : 
and  therefore  it  is  become  in  a  manner  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  us  to  keep  fome  ;  we  muft  have  fome 
regular  troops  to  oppofe  to  thofe  that  may  upon 
a  fudden  emergency  be  brought  againft  us,  and 
to  ob{lru6l  and  oppofe  their  pafTage  till  we  have 
time  to  raife  more :  The  only  queflion  is,  how 
great  a  number  we  ought  to  keep,,  and  in  what 
manner  they  are  to  be  kept  up,  fo  as  not  to  be 
dangerous  to  our  conftitution. 
'  As  to  the  preventing  of  any  danger  arifing  from 
the  regular  forces  kept  up,  I  do  not  think  there 
can  be  a  better  method  propofed  than  that  of  keep- 
ing them  up  only  by  authority  of  Parliam.ent,  and 
continuing  them  only  from  year  to  year  ;  by  this 
method.  Sir,  they  muft  always  be  dependent  upon 
and  fabfervient  to  the  Parliament  or  people,  and 
confequently  can  never  be  made  ufe  of  for  any 
thing  but  for  the  prefervation  and  fafety  of  the 
people  againft  all  attempts  foreign  or  domeftic  : 
And  while  they  are  kept  up  in  this  m.anner,  they 
will  always  be  a  terror  to  our  enemies,  without 
fubjedling  us  to  any  of  thofe  misfortunes  which 
other  countries  have  fallen  into.  A  ftanding  army 
I  find  is  reprefcnted  by  fome  gentlemen  v/ho  have 
fpoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  as  not 
to  be  depended  on  even  by  the  King,  whofe  fer- 
vice  they  are  in.  I  grant  that  an  army  of  Britiflj 
fubjcds,  whatever  way  kept  up  or  modelled,  is 
not  to  be  trufted  to  by  a  King  who  makes   any 

^  attempts 
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'  attempts  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;  but  if 

*  fuch  an  army  raiied  and  maintained  without  con- 

*  fent  of  Parliament,  was,  we  find,  not  to  be  truft- 

*  ed  to  by  a  King  who  had  fuch  defigns,  how  much 

*  lefs  can  any  man  depend  for  the  execution  of  fuch 
'  defigns  upon  an  army,  fuch  as  we  have  at  prefent  ? 

*  An  army  raifed,  kept  up,   and  maintained  by  the 

*  people  ;  an  army  that  may  be  difmilTed  by  them 
'  when  they  pleafe-,  and  an  army  that  is  command- 
'  ed  by  gentlemen  of  fome  of  the  befl  eflates  and 
'  families  among  us,  who  never  can  be  fuppofed 
'  capable  of  joining  in  any  meafures  for  enflaving  a 
'  country  where  they  have  fo  great  an  intereft,  and 
'  where  their  anceftors  have  fo  often  fignalized  them- 

*  felves  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.     It  is  not  therefore 

*  to  be  imagined,  that  ever  fuch  an  army  can  be 
'  of  any  dangerous  confequence  to  our  liberties, 
'  were  they  much  more  numerous  than  they  are  pro- 

*  pofed  to  be. 

'  It  is  certain  that  every  flate  in  Europe  now  mea- 
'  fures  the  ftrength  of  their  neighbours  by  the  num- 
'  ber  of  regular  troops  they  can  bring  into  the 
'  field  ;  the  number,  or  even  the  bravery  of  any 
'  militia  is  not  now  much  regarded,  and  therefore 
'  the  influence  and  the  credit  that  every  flate  in 
'  Europe  has,  or  can  expert  in  the  publick  negotia- 
'  tions  thereof,  depends  intirely  upon  the  number  of 

*  regular  troops  they  can  command  upon  any  emer- 
-  gency  ;  we  mufl  therefore  conclude,  that  if  we  re- 
'  duce  the  number  of  our  forces,  our  influence  a- 
'  broad  will  decreafe,  our  enemies  will  begin  to  ima- 
'  gine,  that  they  may  catch  great  advantages  of  us, 

*  or  at  leafl  of  our  allies,  before  we  can  be  in  a  con- 
'  dition  to  afford  any  confiderable  afTiftance  to  our 

*  friends,  or  do  any  great  injury  to  them  ;  upon 
'  which  account  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  make 
'  any  great  redu6lion  of  our  army,  before  the  trca- 
'  ties  we  have  made  for  effablifhing  the  tranquillity 
^  of  Europe^  are  fully  and  abfolutely  fecured  by  fuch 

'  alliances 
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alJiances  as  may  make  the  execution  of  what  we 
have  flipulated  and  agreed  upon,  certain  and  in- 
difputable. 

*  But  even  as  to  our  fecurity  at  home,  I  do  not 
think.  Sir,  that  it  can  bear  any  redudtion  at  pre- 
fent ;  we  do  not  know  what  fudden  and  unexped- 
ed  attempts  may  be  made  upon  us  -,  and  notwith- 
flanding  of  the  great  army  we  have  (as  is  pretend- 
ed) at  prefent,  it  is  certain  that  we  could  not  in 
feveral  weeks  time  bring  5000  men  of  regular 
forces  together  in  any  part  of  the  iiland,  for  op- 
pofmg  any  invafion  that  may  happen  to  be  made 
upon  us,  without  dripping  our  capital,  and  leaving 
it  without  any  defence  againft  its  open  or  lecret 
enemies.  Thofe  who  tell  us,  that  there  were  but 
feven  thoufand  men  in  England  during  the  courfe 
of  the  late  war,  forget  that  we  had  at  that  time 
four  or  five  thoufand  in  Scotland^  and  had  all  along 
a  great  army  abroad  at  our  command,  which  we 
could  bring  over  when  we  pleafed,  and  did  a6lually 
bring  over  10,000  men  from  Flanders^  immedi- 
ately upon  the  firfl  fure  accounts  we  had  that  the 
French  defigned  an  invafion  in  Scotland^  which 
made  the  number  of  regular  forces  then  in  the 
ifland  above  20,000,  and  il:iews  that  we  were  very 
far  from  relying  upon  the  7000  men  we  then  had 
in  England^  for  our  fole  defence  in  the  time  of  dan- 
ger :  Befides,  we  ought  to  confider,  that  tho.  King 
of  France  was  then  wholly  taken  up  in  defending 
his  own  territories,  and  fettling  hisgrandfon  in  the 
pofll^fTionof  the  SpaniJJj  monarchy,  he  had  not  time 
to  think  of  the  Pretender,  nor  could  he  fpareany 
troops  for  making  an  invafion  upon  us. 

*  Whereas  fhould  that  nation,  or  any  other  begin 
now  to  have  a  quarrel  with  us  -,  the  firft  thing  they 
would  probably  do,  would  be  to  endeavour  to  Heal 
in  the  Pretender  upon  us  with  a  good  body  of  re- 
gular troops  ;  which  attempt  they  will  a 


,vays  be 
'  the 
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the  more  ready  to  make,  the  fewer  regular  forces 
we  have  at  home  to  oppofe  them  :  We  have  now 
no  army  abroad  at  our  command  ;  our  allies  might 
perhaps  have  no  more  than  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  defence  of  their  own  territories,  and 
'  though  they  had,  we  know  what  a  tedious  aflair  ic 

•  is  before  they  can  be  brought  over  to  our  aflift- 
'  ance  *,  we  cannot  therefore  properly  put  our  truft 
'  in  any  but  thofe  which  we  have  within  the  ifland, 
'  and  the  number  propofdd  is  the  fmallefl:  we  can 
'  truft  to,  till  the  affairs  of  Europe  be  fo  fettled  as 
'  that  we  can  be  in  no  danger  of  an  attack. 

'  I  muft  take  notice.   Sir,  that  all  thofe  v/ho-  are 

*  profeffed  enemies  to  our  conftitution,  and  to   the 

'  proteftant   fucceffion,     exclaim   loudly   againft    a 

'  itanding  army ;  there  is  not,  I  believe,  a  Jacobite 

'  in  the  land,   but  what  appears   ftrenuoufly  againft 

'  the  keeping  up  fo  great  a  number  of  regular  forces: 

'  I  muft,  Sir,  upon  this  occafion,  acquaint  you  with 

'  a  ftory  that  happened  to  me  but  the   other  day. 

'  Some  bills  having  been  lately  fent  over  from  Ire- 

'  land  for   his  Majefty's    approbation,  and  among 

'  them   one  againft  the  papifts  of  that  kingdom  ;, 

'  counfel  were  admitted   to  be  heard  for  and  againft 

'  the  bill :   In  the  arguing  of  this  matter  it  happen- 

'  ed,  that  the  counfel  for  the  papifts  had  occafion 

'  to  refer  to  the  articles  of  Limerick^    and  therefore 

'  v/anted  them  to  be  read;   but  there  being  no  copy 

'  of  them  then  at  the  council-board,  their  folicitor, 

'  v/ho  was  a  papift,  pulled  a  little  book  out  of  his 

'  pocket,  and  trom  thence  read  the  articles.    I  fup- 

'  pofcJ   tliat  this  little  book  was  his  Vade  Mecimiy 

'  and  therefore  Idcfired  to  look  upon  it,  and  found 

'  that    it   contained  thofe  articles  of  Lmerick^  the 

'  French  King's  declaration  againft  the  States  of /7i//- 

'  land  in  the  year  1 701,  and  three  arguments  againft 

*^  a  ftanding  army,   from  whence  I  concluded,  thar 

'  this  folicitor  was  a  notable  holder-forth  in  coffee- 

'  houfcs,  againft  the  pernicious   confequences   of  a 

'  ftanding. 
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*  {landing  army  •,   and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  if  he 

*  were  a  member  of  this  houfe,  he  would  be  one  of 
'  the  keeneft  among  us  againft  the  prefent  queftion  : 
'  For  which  reafon,  Sir,  I  fhall  glory  in  being  one 

*  of  thofe  that  are  for  it. 

Mr.  Puite-     ^f.  Puheney.     '  Sir,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal 

so's  peec  .  ^  ^l_^^^^  parliamentary  armies,  and   about  an  army 

'  continued  from  year  to  year  ;  I  have  always  been 

'  Sir,  and  always  fhall  be  againft  a  ftanding  army 

*  of  any  kind  ;  to  me  it  is  a  terrible  thing,  whether 
'  under  that  of  parliamentary  or  any  other  defigna- 

*  tion  ;  a  ftanding  army  is  ftill   a  ftanding   army, 

*  whatever  name  it  be  called  by  ;  they  are  a  body 
'  of  men  diftind  from  the  body  of  the  people  ;  they 
'  are  governed  by  different  laws,  and  blind  obedi- 
'  ence  and  an  intire  fubmiffion  to  the  orders  of  their 
'  commanding  officer  is  their  only  principle.  The 
'  nations  around  us.  Sir,  are  already  enflaved,  and 

*  have  been  enilaved  by  thofe  very  means  ;  by  means 

*  of  their  ftanding  armies  they  have  every  one  loft 

*  their  liberties;  it  is  indeed  impoftible  that  the  li- 
'  berties  of  the  people  can  be  preferved  in  any  coun- 

*  try  where  a  numerous  ftanding  army  is  kept  up  : 

*  Shall  we  then  take  any  of  our  meafures  from  the 
'  examples  of  our  neighbours  ?  No,  Sir,  upon  the 
*•  contrary,  from  their  misfortunes  we  ought  to  learn 
'  to  avoid  thofe  rocks  upon  which  they  have  fplic. 

"  It  figniiies  nothing  to  tell  me,  that  our  army  is 
'  commanded  by  fuch  gentlemen  as  cannot  be  fup- 
'  pofed   to  join  in  any  meafures  for  enflaving  their 

*  country :  it  may  be  fo  *,  I  hope  it  is  fo  ;  I  have  a 

*  very  good   opinion  of  many    gentlemen   now  in 

*  the  army  \  I  believe   they  would  not  join   in  any 

*  fuch  meafures  •,  but  their  lives  are  uncertain,    nor 

*  can  we  be  fure  how  long  they    may  be  continued 

*  in  command  ;  they  may, be  all  difmifted  in   a  mo- 

*  menr,  and  prober  tools  of  power  put  in  their  room. 

'  BefidtSj 
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'  Befides,   Sir,  we  know   the  palTions  of  men,  we 

*  know  how  dangerous  it  is  to  truft  the  beft  of  men 
'  with  too  much  power.  Where  was  there  a  braver 

*  army  than  that  under  Julius  C^far  ?  Where  was 
'  there  ever  an  army  that  had  ferved  their  country 
'  more  faithfully  ?  That  army  v/as  commanded  ge- 
'  nerally  by  the  beft  citizens  of  Romey  by  men  of 

*  great  fortune  and  figure  in  their  country,  yet  that 
'  army  enflaved  their  country.  The  affedions  of 
^  the  foldiers  towards  their  country,  the  honour  and 
'  integrity  of  the  under-officers,  are  not  to  be  de- 
'  pended  on  ;  by  the  military  lav/,  the  adminiftra- 

*  tion  of  juftice  is  fo  quick,  and  the  punifhments  fo 
'  fevere,  that  neither  officer  or  foldier  dares  offer  to 

*  difpute  the  orders  of  his  fupreme  commander  ;  he 
'  mufl  not  confult  his  own  inclinations :  If  an  ofHcer 
'  were  commanded   to    pull   his  own  father  out  of 

*  this  ho'jfe,  he  muft  do  it ;  he  dares  not  difobey  ; 
'  immediate  death  v/ould  be  the  fure  confequence  of 
'  the  leaft  grumbling.  And  if  an  officer  were  fent 
'  into  the  court  of  requefts,  accompanied  by  a  body 
'  of  mufketeers  with  fcrewed  bayonets,  andv^ith  or- 
'  ders  to  tell  us  what  we  ought  to  do,  and  how  we 
'  were  to  vote,  I  know  what  would  be  the  duty  of 
'  thishoufe  -,  I  know  it  would  be  our  duty  to  order 
'  the  officer  to  be  taken  and  hanged  up  at  the  door 
'  of  the  lobby:  But,  Sir,  I  doubt  much  if  fuch  a 
'  fpirit  could  be  found  in  the  houfe,  or  in  any  houfc 

*  of  Commons  that  will  ever  be  in  England. 

*  Sir,  1  talk  not  of  imaginary  things  •,  I  talk  of 
'  what  has  happened  to  an  Englijh  houfe  of  Com- 
'  mons,  and  from  an  Englijh  army;  not  only  from  an 
*•  Englijh  army,  but  an  army  that  was  raifcd  by  that 
'  very  houfe  of  Commons,  an  army  that  was  paid  by 
^  them,  and  an  army  that  was  commanded  by  ge- 
'  nerals  appointed  by  them.  Therefore  do  not  let. 
*^  us  vainly  imagine,  that  an  army  raifed  and  main- 
'  tained  by  authority  of  Parliament,  will  al\\ays  be 
^  fubmiiTive  to  them :  If  an  army  be  fo  numercns  as 
2  ^  to 
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*  to  have  it   in  their  power  to  over-awe   the  Parlia- 

*  ment,  they  will  be  fubmiffive  as  long  as  the  Par- 
'  J  lament  does  nothing  to  difobh'ge  their  favourite 
'  general ;  but  wiien  that  cafe  happens,  I  am  afraid 
'  that  in  place  of  the  Parliament's  difmilTing  the 
'  army,  the  army  v/ill  difmifs  the  Parliament,  as 

*  they  have  done  heretofore.  Nor  does  the  legality 

*  or  illegality  of  that  Parliament,  or  of  that  army, 
'  alter  the  cafe,   for  with  refpcd:  to  that  army,  and 

*  according  to  their  way  of  thinking,  the  Parlia- 
'  ment  difmiffed   by  them  was  a  legal  Parliament  ; 

*  they  were  an  army  raifed  and  maintained  accord- 

*  ing  to   law,  and  at  hrft  they  were  raifed,  as  they 

*  miagined,  for  the  prefervation   of  thofe  liberties 

*  which  they  afterwards  deft royed. 

*  It  has  been  urged,  Sir,  that  whoever  is  for  the 

*  Proteftant  fuccefllon  mull  be  for  continuing  the 
•army:  For  that  very    reafon,  Sir,  I  am  againft 

*  continuing  the  army.  I  know  that  neither  the 
'  Proteftant  fucceffion  in  his  Majefty's   moft   illuf- 

*  trious  houfe,  nor  any  fucceflion,  can  ever  be  fafe 
'  as  long  as  there  is  a  ftanding  army  in  the  country. 

*  Armies,  Sir,  have  no  regard  to  hereditary  fijccef- 

*  fions.     The  firft  two   Cccfars  at  Rome  did  pretty 

*  well,  and  found    means  to  keep  their  armies  in 

*  tolerable  fjbjed:ion,becaufe  the  generals  and  officers 
'  were  all  their  own  creatures  ;  but  how  did  it  fire 
'  with  their  fuccelTors  ?  Was  not  every  one  of  them 
<-  named  by  the  army  without  any  regard  to  here- 
^  ditary   right,  or  to  any  right  ?  A  cobler,  a  gard- 

*  ner,    or   any  man  who  happened  to  raife  himfelf 

*  in  the  army,  and  could  gain  their  affedions,  was 
'  made  emperor  of  the  world  :  Was  not  every  fuc- 
'  ceeding  emperor  raifed  to  the  throne,  or  tumbled 
'  headlong    into   the  dull,  according    to  the  mere 

*  whim  or  mad  frenzy  of  the  foldiers  ? 

^  We  are  told,  No!  Gentlemen,  but  this  army  is 

*  defired  to  be  continued  but  tor  one  year  longer, 
'  ir  is   not   d-fired    to   be  continued  but    for  any 

*  term 
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'  term  of  years  •,  how  abfurd  is  this  diftin6lion  !  Is 
'  there  any  army  in  the  world   continued  for  any 

*  term  of  years  ?  Does  the  mofi:  abfolute  monarch 
'  tell  his  army,  that  he  is  to  continue  them  for  any 

*  number  of  years,  or  any  number  of  months  ?  How 

*  long  have  we  already  continued  our  army  from 
'  year  to  year  ?  And  if  it  thus  continues,  wherein  will 

*  it  differ  from  the  ftanding  armies  of  thofe  coun- 

*  tries  which  have  already  fubmitted  their  necks  to 
'  the  yoke  ?    We  are  now    come   to  the  Rubicon  ; 

*  our  army  is  now  to  be  reduced,  or  it  never  will  i 
'  from  his  Majefly's  own  mouth  we  are  alTured  of  a 
'  profound  tranquillity  abroad  ;   we  know  there   is 

*  one  at  Jiome  -,  if   this   is  not  a    proper  time,  if 

*  thefe  circumftances  do  not  afford  us  a  iafe  oppor- 
^  tunity  for  reducing  at  lead  a  part  of  our  regular 
'  forces,  we  never  can  exped:  to  fee  any  reduction  ; 
'  and  this  nation,  already  overloaded  with  debts  and 
<  taxes,  muit  be  loaded  with  the  heavy  charge  of 
'  perpetually  fupporting  a  numerous  (landing  army, 
'  and  remain  for  ever  expofed  to  the  danger  of  ha- 
'  ving  its  liberties  and  privileges  trampled  upon  by 

*  any  future  King  or  minifbry,  who  fiiall  take  it  in 

*  their  heads  to  do  fo,  and  ILall  take  a  proper  care 

*  to  model  the  army  for  that  purpofc' 

Then  the  queftion  was  pur.  Agree  with  the  mo-Q^eftionputi 
tion  (firft  mentioned)  or  no  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to 
without  amendment,  upon  a  divifion,  241  againll: 
171.  The  committee  came  likewife  to  anotlier  re« 
folution,  both  which  were  reported  next  day  to  the 
houfe  by  Sir  Charles  Turner,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  were  as  follow,  viz, 

Refohed, 

That  the  number  of  effecflive  men  to  be  proviJ« 
for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Grea^  Britain,   and  for*'^ 
Guernfey  and  Jerfex,  for  the  year  1732^   be  rinclud- 

Vol.  X.  ^  G  ^       ina 
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ing  1815  invalids,  and  ^55  men,  which  the  fix  in- 
dependent companies  confiftof  for  the  ferviceofthe 
Highlands)  17,709  men,  commillion  and  non-com- 
miffion  officers  included. 

Refolved^ 
Second  refo-  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  6 ^^^216  /.  10  s,  i  d, 
be  granted  to  his  Majefly,  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  thefaid  17,709  men,  for  guards,  garrifons,  and 
other  his  Majefly's  land-forces  in  Great  Britain^ 
Guemfey^  2indjerfey^  for  the  year  1732. 

Firft  agreed      The  firft  of  thefe  refolutlons   having  (as  before- 
'°*  mentioned)  flood  a  long  debate  in  the  committee, 

was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  without  any  new  debate  5 
but  upon  putting  the  quellion  as  to  the  fecond, 

^^^  Mr.  Plumer  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  follow- 

tner\  fpeech  ing  t?itdi.     '  Mr.   Speaker,  there  was   laft  night 

**"nd^''^^"    '  ^'-^^^  ^  ^^"S  debate  upon  the  firft  of  thefe  refolu- 

'  tions,  and  fuch  a  difturbance  upon  the  fecond,  that 

*  I  could  not  then  have  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  to 

*  it.     I  hope  the  houfe  will  now  indulge  me  with  a 

*  litde  time,  to  give  my  fentiments  even  as  to  this 
'  fecond  refolution.     Sir,  It  is  highly  neceflary  for 

*  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  this  nation,  that  every 

*  farthing  of  the  charge  which  the  people  are  put  to, 

*  Ihould  be  publickly  known,  and  fully  confidered 
'  by  this  houfe  *,  the  nation  ought  not  to  be  cheated, 

*  and  made  to  believe,  that  the  maintaining  of  this 
'  18000  men  cofts  them  only  653,000  /.when  in  re- 
'  ality  it  cofts  them  a  great  deal  more.     Befides  the 

*  money  that  is  raifed  among  the  people,   and   paid 

*  into  the  hands  of  the  government  for  maintaining 
^  this  army,  there  is  not  an  innkeeper,  an  alehoufe, 
'  or  a  brandyfhop  in  the  nation,  but  what  pays  a 
^  very  great  additional  tax  by  way  of  quarters  for 
'  die  officers  and  foldiers. 

'  But 
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'  But  tliere  is  dill.  Sir,  a  much  greater  evil  ariies 
from  this  hidden  way  of  raifing  monty  upon  the 
people.  It  is,  Sir,  an  arbitrary  and  an  unequal 
way  of  railing  money,  and  confequently  affords  to 
thofe  who  have  the  management  of  the  army  an 
opportunity  of  oppreSing  fome  people,  or  fome 
parts  of  the  nation.  If  any  county,  if  any  bo- 
rough in  this  kingdom,  difobliges  thofe  in  power, 
by  fending  reprefentatives  to  this  houfc,  who  do 
not  vote  as  the  minifters  would  have  them,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  government,  even  without 
any  pretence  for  fo  doing,  to  fend  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  regular  forces  to  be  quartered  upon  that 
county  or  that  borough  ;  by  which  means  a  much 
greater  fum  is  raifed  upon  the  people  of  that  coun- 
ty or  borough,  than  is  proportionally  raifed  in  a- 
ny  other  part  of  the  nation  ^  nay,  even  if  any  pri- 
vate innkeeper,  or  alehoufeman  in  any  county  or 
borough,  fhall  give  a  wrong  vote  at  the  eleclion  of 
members  of  parliament,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
government,  by  means  of  the  juftices  and  the  con- 
ftables,  v/ho  are  named  by  them,  to  opprefs  that 
man,  by  quartering  more  foldiers  upon  him,  than 
are  in  proportion  quartered  upon  any  one  of  his 
neighbours.  Thefe  are  grievances  which  the  na- 
tion juftly  complains  of,  and  we  ought  co  confidtr 
how  they  are  to  be  redrefied.' 

Sir  Williara  Strickland,  fecretary  at  war,  faid,  '  Sir,  %Snl^ 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokelafc,  feems,  fpeecb; 
by  what  he  has  faid,  to  bring  a  charge  againft  miC, 
or  at  leaft  againfb  thofe  who  have  been  in  the  cfHce 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  in  at  prcfent.     For 
my  own  part,  Sir,  I  can  fafely  declare,  that  ever 
fince  I  came  into  that  office,  there  has  been  no  fa- 
vour fliewn  to  any  one  part  of  the  country,  nor  t5 
any  one   man  in    the  nation  ;   we   have  never  fo 
much  as  thougrht  of  having;  a  regard  to  any  thins; 
but  to  that  or  cantooning  and  quartering  the  troops 
G  2  '  into 
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*  into  Cach  places  as  were  mod  eafy  for  the  country, 
'  and  moil  convenient  for  them  ;  unlefs  when   the 

*  fafety  and  fecurity  of  the  nation  in  general  required 
'  the  marching  of  a  number  of  them  into  any  parti- 

*  cular  country.  This,  Sir,  has  been  the  method  ever 

*  fince  I  came  into  the  office  ;  it  fliali  be  the  method 

*  as  long  as  I  continue  in  it ;  and  I  tirmly  believe 
'  that  the  fame  method  was  always  obferved  by  my 
'  predeceflbrs  in  office.' 

Ur.WuUer'^      y[^ ^  lyallcY .    '  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  what  method 
^^^^^  *        '  has  been  obferved  in   cantooning  and  quartering 

*  the  troops ;  but  I  know  that  the  country  complains 

*  heavily  of  the  oppreflions  they  lie  under  upon  that 
'  account  :  it  is  but  a  little  time  ago  fince  fome  of 
'  my  own  tenants  came  and  told  me,  that  they  fhould 

*  be  ruined  by  the  dragoons  that  were  quartered  up- 
'  on  them  \  they  had  nor,  they  faid,  a  lock  of  hay 

*  but  what  they  were  obliged  to  give  to  the  foldiers, 
'  fo  that  all  their  own  cattle  were  in  danger  of  being 

*  llarved.  For,  Sir,  in  all  countries  where  the  fol- 
'  diers  come,  they  and  their  horfes  muft  be  firfl  fer- 
'  ved,  and  with  the  bed  of  every  thing  too  ;  and 
'  what  is  ftill  worfe,  the  poor  people  are  often  ob- 
'  liged  to  ferve  them  at  their  own  prices.' 

Mr.  Pf/.  Mr.  Pelham.  '  Sir,  As  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
i-^w sfpeech. c  ^qj.  {q^-^q  time  in  that  office,  and  particularly  at  the 
'  time  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
'  fpoke  laft,  I  think  it  necefTary  to  fay  fomething 
^  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  I  remember  very  well 
'  that  gentleman  did  make  fome  complaints  to 
«  me  ;  but  I  remiCmber  likewife,  and  he  muft  alfo 
'  remember  it,  that  I  told  him  the  review  which  was 
'  at  that  time,  was  the  occafion  of  bringing  fo  many 

*  of  the  forces  into  that  country  ;  and  as  foon  as  that 

*  was  over,  they  were  lent  elfewhere,  and  that  gen- 
'  tleman's  tenants  in  particular  were  relieved  from 

^       '  anv 
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*  any  hardfhip  they  might  think  they  lay  under  iip- 
'  on  that  account.     During  the  whole  time  that  I 

*  was  in  that  cfnce,  tlicre  was   never  any  fuch  com- 
'  plaint  made  to  me,  but  what  I  immediately  order- 

*  ed  relief"  to  the  perfons  who  thought  thcmfclves  ag- 
grieved, or  gave  them  fuch  reafons  why  I  could  not 
give  them  relief,  as  they  feemed  to  be  fatisfied 
with.  In  fuch  cafes  I  never  had  any  refped:  to 
perfons ;  fo  far  otherwife,  that  I  have  often  given 
relief  at  the  defire  of  thofe  with  whom  I  never  did 

*  vote  in  this  houfe,    nor  I  believe  ever  fliall,    and 

*  have    ordered    thofe  very   troops    to  be  fent  and 

*  quartered  upon  thofe  with  whom  I  have  always  a- 

*  greed  in  opinion.' 


Mr.  Plumer.     '  Sir,  I  am  forry  that  what!  pro- Mr.  pIu^ 

*  pofed,  only  for  the  relief  of  the  public,  lliould  be '"'''^  ^^'"^' 
'  turned  into  a  perfonal  difpute,  or  that  gentlemen 

*  fhould  begin   to  vindicate  themfelves  before  they 

*  are  accufed.     I  did  not  fay   that  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  now  in  the  office,  or  that  any  gentle- 
'  man  that  has  been  in  that  office,  ufed  any  unjuui- 
'  fiable  methods  in  that  refpedl,  to  favour  one  party 
'  in  the  nation  more  than  another  ;  all  that  I  fa  id, 

*  and  I  fay  fo  flill,  was,  that  fuch  methods  may  be 

*  pra6lifed,  fuch  means  may  be  ufed,  for  opprefTing 
*•  thofe  who  happen  to  differ   in  opinion  from  the 

*  chief  men  in  power  •,  and  fuch  means  being  of  dan- 
'  gerous  confequence  to  our  confticution,  they  ought 

*  to  be  guarded  againfV,  and  prevented,  if  poffible. 

*  The  army,  Sir,  is  fupported,  I  hope,  and  main- 

*  tained  for  the  fervice  of  all  -,  and  therefore  all  the 

*  fubjedls  of  the  nation  ought  to  contribute  equally 

*  to  the  expence  of  maintaining  it.     There  is  not  a 

*  foldier  quartered  upon  an  inn- keeper,  in  town  or 

*  country,  but  v/hat  cofts  that  inn- keeper  near  as 
'  much  as  he  cofls  the  government ;  fo  that  if  we 

*  were  to  raife  all  the  money  by  parliamentary  au- 

*  thority,  that  is  neceffary  for  maintaining  the  great 

G  3  '  army 
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*  army  we  have,  I  am  afraid  we  mufl  raife  near 
^  double  the  fum  th^t  is  propofed.' 

Mr.  P^/^-  Mr.  Tullcney.  ^Sir,  I  was  afraid,  at  thevbeginning 
rc/sipeich. '  ol:  this  debate,  that  barracks  were  to  have  been 
propofed  ;  I  am  glad  to  find  it  is  not  fo.  I  am 
indeed,  as  much  as  any  perfon,  for  giving  relief  to 
that  part  of  our  poor  opprefTed  fubjeds,  the  inn- 
keepers and  victuallers  •,  for  fmce  I  find  that  an 
army  is  like  to  be  a  part  of  our  conftitution,  I 
think  it  very  juft  and  reafonable,  that  the  expence 
of  maintaining  them  Ihould  be  laid  as  equally  as 

*  pofTible,  upon  the  whole  people  of  the  nation.  Bur, 
'  Sir,  I  muii  obferve,  that  the  fame  money  that  we 
^  raife  for  maintaining  18000  men,  would  maintain 

*  60,000  men  of  regular  forces  In  France^  Germany^ 
'  or  any  other  country  o{  Europe^  according  to  their 

*  way  of  regulating  their  arm.ies.    I  know,  Sir,  from 

*  Vv'hence   our  great  Expence  proceeds  ;  it  is  from 

*  the  great  number  of  officers  maintained  in  our 
^  army  :  We  have  fo   many  regiments,  and  fo  few 

*  private  men  in  each  regiment,  that  really  a  great 

*  part  of  our  army  are  commifiion  or  non-commilTion 

*  officers,  which  makes  our  army  fo  expenfive  to  us, 
*•  and,  at  the  fame  time,  makes  it  more  dangerous 
^  to  our  conditution.  I  have  been  afTured,  that 
'  100,000  /.  EngliJIj  money  per  annum^^iW  maintain 
^  1O5OOO  men  of  the  armies  of  France  or  Germany^  or 
^  any  other  troops  but  our  own :  And  I  have  been 

*  told,!  do  not  fay  that  I  remember, or  that  I  can  de- 
'  pend  upon  my  author,  that  the  12,000  Hejfians  we 

*  have  fo  long  maintained,  were  maintained  for  lefs 
'  than  that  fum  yearly.* 

^w%\h\        ^'^  ^^^^^^^  Walpole.     '  I  wifh.  Sir,  the  gentleman. 

fpeech.       ^  who  fpoke  lafl  would  give  us  his  author  for  the  fa6l 

'  mentioned.     Let  him  be  who  he  will,  I  know  the 

*^  ftory  to  be  falfe.     But  it  is   the  common  way  of 

^  fcandalizing  the  government,  to  invent  and  fpread 

p,  '  falfe 
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'  falfe  reports  through  the  country.  The  ilipula- 
'  tion  for  the  12,000  Heffians^  was  made,  Sir,  upoa 
'  the  fame  footing  that  all  fuch  ilipulations  were 
'  made  during  me  Jaft  war  ♦,  there  v/as  not  a  penny 

*  lefs  ftipulated  to  be  paid  for  them,  than  what  was 

*  agreed  to  by  this  houfe  ;  and  the  whole  money 
'  was  yearly  advanced  to  them,  according  to  theac- 

*  counts  that  have  been  laid  before  the  houfc' 

General  Wade.     *  Sir,  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  General 

*  with  the  method  of  maintaining  a  German  army,  ^^^^'' 

*  would  nor  envy  them  the  happinefs  of  maintaining 
*-  their  troops  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  they  do.  It  is  well 
'  known,  that  what  they  come  Ihort  of  ours  in  pay, 

*  they  do  more  than  make  up  by  plundering,  op- 

*  prefTmg,  and  raifmg  contributions  upon  the  coun- 
'  tries  where  tliey  are  quartered.     When  I   was  in 

*  Italy.,  Sir,  I  had  the  honour  to  be  invited  to  dine 

*  with  one  of  the  G^n/^^;^  generals  whv^^.  commanded 

*  in  that  country :  When  I  came  to  the  palace  where 
he  had  his  quarters,  I  found  the  hall,  and  the  ave- 
nues leadmgtheretOj  full  of  country  people,  fome 
v/ith  wine,  fome  with  beer,  fom.e  with  bread,  fome 
with  fo^^'ls,  fome  w.*,h  pigs,  and  God  knows  how 
many  other  things.  I  could  not  imagine  what  all 
this  me.mt ;  but  when  he  came  to  fit  down  to  table, 
I  found  fuch  variety  of  difhes,  fuch  variety  of 
wines,  ^o  magnificent  attendance,  and  fofumptuous 
an  entertainment,  every  manner  of  way,  (which  at 
the  fame  tim.e  I  was  told  to  be  the  general's  ordina- 
ry way  of  living)  that  I  was  very  much  furprized, 
and  after  dinner,  over  a  glafs  of  wine,  I  took  the 
liberty  to  ask  the  General,  For  God'' s  fake.,  Sir^  how 
are  you  able  to  live  after  this  rate  ?  for  it  would 
break  any  of  our  Englifh  Generals  to  live  info  fplen- 
did  a  manner  -,  our  Pay  could  not  fupport  it.  Pay^ 
Sir^  fays  he  -,  Why  I  have  none  upon  this  account 
from  the  government  ;  all  this  comes  from  the  coun- 
try Inhere  I  am  quartered^  "which  they  are  olliged-  to 

G  4  f urn  if  J 
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*  furniftJ  me  with  for  nothing  ;  /  have^  Sir^  feven 

*  miles  of  the  country  round  allotted  to  me  for  fupport- 

*  i7ig  my  table.     Then,  Sir,  I  guefled  at  the  mean- 

*  ing  of  all  thofe  country  people's  being  in  and  about 

*  the  hall  ;  I  found  they  were  all  come  with  their 
'  peace-offerings  to  the  general  :  At  this  rate.  Sir, 

*  a  German  officer  does  not  fland  in  need  of  much 

*  pay  from  the  government  •,  but  I  hope  the  coun- 

*  try  o{ England  will  never  be  ferved  at  fuch  a  rate.* 

Sir  WiiUam  Sir  William  Wyndham.     '  Sir,   I  do   not  know 

ivltth"'*^    '  what   may  be  the  methods  by  which  the  Germans 

'or  French  m^aintain  their  armies;  but  let  their  m.an- 

^  ner  be  what  it  will,  I  am  fure  that  the  expence  we 

*  are  now  at  for  maintaining  our  army,  is  much 
'  greater  than  neceffary  ;  nay,  Sir,  much  greater  than 
^  was  ufual  even  among  ourfelves,  for  maintaining 

*  an  equal  number  of  men.  I  knov/  that,  during  the 

*  laft  war,  18,000  of  our  troops  were  maintained 
'  abroad  for  400,000  /.  per  annum^  and  both  the 
'  foldiers  and  officers  had   the  fame  pay  they  have 

*  now.    It  is  true,  it  may  be  laid,  that  this  body  of 

*  men  did  not  cod  fo  much,  becaufe  there  were  no 
^  guards  among  them  ;  but  I  know.  Sir   that  12,000 

*  men,   guards  and  garrifons  included,  were   main- 

*  tained  at  home  for  between  3  and  400,000  /.  per 
'  annum  \  out  of  which  fum  were  paid  the  general's 

*  money,  waggon  money,  contingencies,  and  all  o- 

*  ther  Items  whatever,  any  way  appertaining  to  the 

*  army.  Confidering  the  flate  this  nation  is  in  at 
'  prefent,  and  the  heavy  debts  it  is  loaded  with,  I 
'  think  no  proper  method  for  faving  the  public  mo- 

*  ney  ought  to  be  neglefted  ;  if  we  muft  maintain 

*  an  army,  let  us  maintain  ic  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as 
'  poffible.     Even  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds /^r 

*  annum  would  make    no  fmall    figure,  if  added 

*  yearly  to  the  Sinking  Fund  :  1  hope  therefore 
'  this  affair  will  be  thought  on,  and  taken  into 
^^confideration  when  we   meet  next  year,*    After 

which 
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•which  the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  refolution  a- 
greed  to. 

Before  the  houfe  received   the    report   from   the  Motion  for 
committee  of  fupply,  Mr.    Pulteitey  movtdy  That *"  ^'^'^^^'^^  ^ 
an  humble  Addrefs  ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Ma-""  '"''-^^''''' 
jefly,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
diredions  to  the  proper  officers,  to  lay  before  the 
houfe  an  account  of  what  commiflions  in  the  army, 
and  governments  of  garrifons,  had  been  kept  vacant, 
and  what  favings  had  been  made  thereupon. 

Sir  William  Strickland  faid,  '  No  fuch  account  had  sir  WiiUan 

*  ever  been  kept  at  the  war-office  ;  the  cudom  there '5'"'''^^^''"^'* 

*  was,    that  when  any  offixer  died,  the  commilTary  ^^^"^  * 
'  certified  his  death  to  that  office,  in  order  that  the 

'  pay  might  be  flopped-,  and  they  never  began   to 

*  ilTue  any  money  upon  that  account,  till  a  new 
'  commiffion  was  lodged  in  that  office.' 

^\x  William  Tonge  {diid^^  '  That  v/hatever  favings  sir  ?r/7/;^r; 
'  could  poffibly  be  upon  that  account,  amounted  to^J^f^! 
'  fuch  a  fmall  fum,  that  it  was  a  mere   trifle,  and 
^  was  not  worth  being  taken  any  notice  of  by  that 

*  houfe.' 

Mr.  Pelham  faid,  '  That  all  the  time  he  had  been  Mr.  p.a 

*  in  that  office,  and  he  believed  it  was  fo  flill,  none^^^'^'^^p^^*^^^' 

*  of  thofe  commiffions  were  ever  kept  vacant  for  any 
'  time  j  it  was  always  his  Majefty's  cuftom,  to  fill 

*  up  every  commiffion  in  the  army,  immediately  af- 
'  ter  it  became  vacant,  fo  that  there  could  be  little 
'  or  no  favings  upon  that  account ;  and  if  there  was 

*  any,  the  cuftom  had  always  been,  to  leave  it  to  be 
^  difpofed  of  by  his  Majefty,  in  fuch  manner  as  he 

*  thought  fit.' 

Mr.  Pidleney\     «  Sir,  I  made  this  motion,  in  a  Mr.  pwr.- 

*  manner,  by  mere  accident;  but  I  do  not  think  it^o^'^  ^p^^^-*'- 
,^  is  any  argument  againft  it  to  tell  us,  that  the  fav- 

•  ing 
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'  ings  amount  to  but  a  mere  trifle  ;  we  ilialJ  be  beft 
'judges  of  that,  when  we  fee   the  accounts  laid  be- 

*  fore  us  ;  and  let  it  amount  to  what  it  will,  if  it  is 
'  faved,  I  will    not  fay  funk,  (being  a  hard  word) 

*  we  ought  to  inquire  into  the  application  of  it.  I 
'  believe  there   are  not  a  great  many  commilTions 

*  kept  long  vacant;  but  I  am  fure  there  have  been 

*  fome  that  have  been  kept  vacant  for  a  confiderable 

*  time,  we  ought,  at  leaft,  to  have  an  account  of 

*  them  ;  becaufe,  I  obferve,  there  is  a  demand  every 
'  year  brought  in,  which   is  called,  an  account  of 

*  fervices  incurred,  and  not  provided  for  ,  I  think 

*  the  molt  proper  way  of  anfwering  this  account  is 

*  to  have  an  account  of  fervices  provided  for,  and 

*  not  performed.  I  amj  perfiac  d.  that  in  the  civil 
'  lift  revenue  there  is  not  an  ofEce  vacant  for  a  day, 
'  but  v/hat  the  favings  thereby  are  brought  to  ac- 
'  count,  and  difpofed  of  in  the  moft  frugal  manner  ; 
'  I  think  the  fame  good  management  ought  to  be  ob- 
'  ferved  in  the  army.' 

General  General  Rofs  fiid,  *  He  fuppofed  the  fame  me- 

£'ch.        '  f^"^^^  ^^s  obferved  now,  that  was  formerly  obferv- 

'  ed  in  Flanders  ;  th^ri  he  knew,  that  no  commilTion 

'  was  ever  kept  vacant  for  any  time;   as  foon  as  ever 

*-  the  death  of  any  officer  was  certified,  a  new  com- 

*  miiffion  was  granted  to  fome  other  in  his  place,  and 
'  what  little  favings  could  be  made  that  way,  were 

*  always  left  to  the  difpofal  of  the  general,  and  were 

*  applied  by  him  in  fuch  manner,  as  he  thought  moft 
'  proper  for  the  public  fervice.* 

Mr.  Booties     Mr.  Booth,     '  Sir,   Whatever  is  given  for    the 

speech.       J  maintenance  of  the  army,  is  a  part  of  the  public 

'  money,  and   it  is  our  bufmefs  to  call  for  i)it  ac- 

'  counts,  and  inquire  into  the  difpofal  of  every  far- 

'  thing  of  fuch    money.     If  the  favings  by  vacant 

*  commiiTions,  have  hitherto  been  well  and  properly 
^  applied,  they  who  advifed  fuch  applications  will 

'  have 
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'  have  the  more  honour  •,  and  if  there  have  been 
'  any  mifapplications,  this  houfe  ought  to  take  a 
'  care  to  prevent  any  ^uch  for  the  future.  In  pad 
■'  times,  the  favings  upon  this  account,  may  perhaps 
^  amount   to  but  a  trifle  ;  however,   it   is  certain, 

*  that  confidering  the  great  number  of  ofRccrs  we 
'  maintain, ..  very  large  fum  may  be  annually  iiwed, 
"-  and  if  we  never  call  for  any  fuch  account,  Commif- 
^  iions  may,  in  time  of  peace,  be  kept  vacant  for 
^  z  long  time,  of  purpofe  thereby  to  raife  money, 

*  in  order  to  convert  it  to  ufcs  that  may  be  preju- 
'  dicial  to  the  nation,' 

S\v  Robert  Walpole,    .'  Sir,  During  all  the  time  sir  Ec^ez-r 

*  that  the    V^wVt  o^  Marlhcrough  commanded  our^^!'^-^'" ' 
'  armies,  there   was  never  any  commilnon  became 

*  vacant,  but  was  immediately  filled  up  :  There  was, 
'  indeed,  generally   about   a  v/eek  allowed  for  the 

*  filling  vp  Of  any  vacancy,  but  what  was  faved  that 

*  way,  »vas  generally  given  to  the  colonel  of  the  re- 
'  giment,  to  anfwer  lome  of  the  extraordinary  ex- 
'  pences  he  was  fometimes  put  to,  or  it  was  given 
'  to  the  officer  that  fucceeded,  to  defray  the  charges 
'  he  might  be  at  upon  account  of  his  nev/  commiiri- 
'  on.  The  fame  cuftom  is  Hill  obferved,  and  any 
'  little  favings  that  happen  between  the  death  ot  one 
'  officer,  and  the  putting  of  another  in  his  room,  have 
'  alv/ays  been  difpofed  of  by  hisMajefty  in  the  man- 
'  ner  I  have  mentioned,  or  have  been  applied  to 
'  charitable  ufes,  and   given  in  fmall  fums  to  thole 

*  of  the  army,  who  ftood  in  need  of  any  fuch.  I 
'-  hope  this  houfe  does  not  intend  to  take  the  difpolal 
'  of  fuch  fmall  charities  into  their  own  hands,  con- 
'  trary  to  the  cuftom  that  has  always  hitherto  been 
'  obferved  \  I  do  not  think  that  this  houfe  can  be  fo 
'  good  a  judge  as  a  board  of  general  officers,  in  the 
'  difpofai  of  fuch  charities ;  and  while  it  is  left  to  his 
'  Majefty,  he  can  always  have  the  advice  of  fuch  a 

*  boardi  when  any  fmall  fum  is  to  be  difpofed  ot  in 

'  that 
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*  that  way.     As  to  the  civil  lift,  there  are  no  fav- 

*  ings  by  any  vacancies  in  that  part  of  the  revenue  ; 

*  every  place  is  filled  up  as  foon  as  it  becomes  vacant, 
'  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  is  in  the  army,  the  ma- 
'  nagement  in  both  is  the  flime,  and  in  both  there  is 

*  as  much  frugality  as  pofTible.' 

After  this  the  queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  28th  of  y  actuary,  Mr.  H^in  n  I  ng  I  on  prcfent- 
ed  to  the  houfv^  (according  to  order)  a  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Ma- 
jefly's  fugar  colonies  in  Ame?'ica^  which  was  received 
and  read  the  nrft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time. 

Mr.  Pcrrfs  ^^^1*-    Akkmian  Perry.     '  Mr.  Speaker.,  this   bill 

ipeech.        '  now  brought  in  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  all  our 

'  colonies  in  America  are  fomeway  or  another  con- 

'  cerned  therein  •,  it  is  of  the  utmofh  confequence, 

*  both  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom, 
'  and  therefore  ought  to  be  maturely  confidered,  not 
'  only  v/ithin  doors, .  but  likewife  by  all  thofe 
'  without    doors,    who    underftand    any    thing  of 

*  trade,  and  have  a  regard  for  the  prosperity    and 

*  v/elfare  of  their  native  country  ;  and  that  all  fuch 

*  may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  us  their  fenti- 
'  ments  upon  thisoccafion,  I  move  that  the  bill  may 
"-  be  printed.' 


Which  motion  was  feconded,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe  ;  and  the  bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Win.        y^^^  Winninzton.  '  Sir,  As  this  bill  is  of  verv  great 

r.ivgtons  <^  1  r      1    •  .  .  '    ^        , 

ipeech.        '  confequence  to  the  trade  of  this  nation  m  general, 

*  and  to  the  well-being  of  our  fettlements  either  upon 

*  the  continent  or  in  the  iflands  of  America,  we  ought 
'  to  confider  the  particular  trade  and  produce  of  eve- 

*ry 
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'  ry  one  of  our  fettlements ;  and  therefore,  that  we 
'  may  have  as  much  infight  into  this  matter  as  pof- 

*  fible,  I  move  that   the  reprefentations   fent  over 
'  from  our  feveral  colonies,  and  laid  before  the  ho- 

*  nourable  the  Commiflioners  of  trade  and  planta- 
'  tions,  may  be  laid  before  this  houfe,  before  we  go 

*  upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill.' 

Mr,  Bladen.     '  There  have  been,  Sir,  fevervil  re-  Mr.Bhd'.?i\ 
'  prefentations  fent  over  to  his  Majefly  from  our  fet-^^°*^^* 

*  tlements  in  the  Wefl-Indies^  which  reprefentations 
'  have  been  referred  to  the  board  of  trade  to  be  con- 

*  fidered  by  them,  and  for  them  to  report  their  o- 
'  pinion  upon  the  matters  therein  contained  to  his 

*  Majefly  :  Some  of  them  we  have  already  confi- 
'  dered,  and  have  given  our  opinion  upon  them  ; 
'  but  there  are  others  that  we  have  not  as  yet  had 
'  time  fo  thoroughly  to  confider,  as  to  be  able  to 
'  give  any  opinion  upon   them  ;  however.  Sir,  in 

*  thefe  laft  we  fhall  make  all  imaginable  difpatch, 
'  and  fhall  be  ready  to  lay  them  before  the  houfe  as 
'  foon  as  pofTible.' 


Mr.  Alderman  Perry,  ^  As  this  is  an  alTair,  Sir,  Ur.Perr'/ 
'  of  fo  great  confequence,  we  ought  not  to  be  in  any  ^^^^^'  * 
^  hurry  about  paiTing  the  bill  ;  we  muft  wait  till  we 
'  have  all  thofe  materials  which  are  necefTary  for 
'  giving  us  a  full  information  in  the  affair  before  us. 
^  There  is  particularly  in  the  bill,  as  now  brought 
*  in,  a  claufe  about  lumber,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
'  will  do  more  harm  to  the  trade  of  mofc  of  our  co- 
'  lonies,  and  confequently  to  the  trade  of  this  nati- 
'  on,  than  all  the  other  claufes  can  do  good ;  but  I 
'  fhall  have  another  opportunity,  I  hope,  of  giving 
**  my  fentiments  fully  upon  this  head  ;  and  therefore 
'  I  fhall  not  trouble  t\\Q  houfe  with  them  at   thi? 


Mr.  Sandys 


94  Parliamentary       A.  1732, 

^eech?"^^'''  Mr.  6'^;/iy5.  '  Sir,  This  bill  was  laft  feffion  of  Par- 
^  Jiament  a  long  time  before  this  houfe  ;  there  is  no 
'  claufe  in  the  bill  now  brought  in,  but  what  was  in 
'  the  former,  and  every  one  of  them  v/as  then  fully 

*  confidered  and  particularly  examined  into.     The 

*  committee  that  was  appointed  laflfeiTion  ofParlia- 

*  ment  for  drawing  up  the  bill,  were    no  lefs    than 

*  three  months  about  it  ;  in  which  time  they  certain- 

*  ly  had  under  their  confideration  every  thing  that 

*  could  poiTibly  be  thought  of  for  giving  ^them  any 
'  light  into  the  affair.     I  believe  there  is  no  Gentle- 

*  man  in  this  houfe,  but  what  is  perfuaded,  that 
^  fom.e  meafures  ought  to  be  taken,  and  fpeedily  ta- 

*  ken  too,    for   giving  an  encouragement    to  our 

*  fugar  colonies,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  a 

*  trade,  at  lead,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  their 
'  rivals  in  the  fugar  trade.     The  only  reafon  of  the 

*  bill's  not  paffing,  that  was  brought  in  lafl  feffion  of 

*  Parliament,  was,  that  they  had  not  had  time  in  the 

*  other  houfe  to  confider  the  affair  fo  fully  as  they 

*  thought  was  necefTary  ;  I  have  been  informed  that 
^  fome  of  the  members  of  the  other  houfe  even  com- 

*  plained, that  it  was  hard  that  we  did  not  allow  them 
'  three  weeks  to  confider  of  an  affair  that  we  had 
'  been  above  three  months  in  examining  into.  As  the 

*  bill  now  before  us  contains  nothing  but  what  was 

*  in  the  former  bill,  which  was  fo  fully  confidered 
'  as  to  pafs  through  this  houfe,  I  am  therefore  of 
^  opinion,  that  there  is  no  occafion  to  make  any  de- 
^  lay  in  the  pafTing  of  this  bill,  or  to  wait  for  any 

*  farther  information  in  the  affair  -,  for  I  am  per- 

*  fuaded  we  can  receive  none,  but   what  has  been 

*  already  laid  before  this  houfe,  and  fully  confidered 

*  in  the  pafUng  of  the  former  bill.' 


Mr.  Ogte-        Mr.  Oglethorpe.  '  Sir,  in  all  cafes  that  comie  be- 
thorpe^%       t  fore  this  houfe,  where  there  feems  to  be  a  clafhing 

*  of  interefts  between  one  part  of  the  country  and 

*  another,  or  between  one  fet  of  people  and  another, 

^  we 
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^  we  ought  to  have  no  regard  to  the  particular  Inte- 

*  reft  of  any  country,  or  fet  of  people  ;  the  good  of 
'  the  whole  is  what  we  ought  only  to  have  under 
'  our  confideration  :  Our  colonies  are  all  a  part  of 
«  our  own  dominions  ;  the  people  in  every  one  of 
'  them  are  our  own  people  ;  and  we  ought  to  fhew 

*  an  equal  refpecl  to  all. 

«  I  remember,  Sir,  that  there  was  once  a  petition 
'  prefented  to  this  houfe  by  one  county,  complaining 
'  that  they  Vv^ere  very  much  iniured  in  their  trade  as 

*  to  thefale  of  beans  by  another  ;  and  therefore  they 
'  modeftly  prayed,  that  the  other  county  fnould  be 

*  prohibited  to  fell  any  beans. 

'  Such  things  may  happen,  1  hope  it  is  not  fo  at 

*  prefent;  but  in  the  cafe  before  us,  if  it  ITiould  ap- 
<  pear,  that  all  our  plantations  upon  the  continent  of 

*  America  are  againft  that  which  is  defired  by  the 
'  fugar  colonies,  we    are   to  prefume  at   leaft  that 

*  the   granting   thereof  will  be  a  prejudice   to  the 

*  trade  or  particular  interefts  of  our  continent  fettle- 

*  ments  •,  and  furely.  Sir,  the  danger  of  hurting  fo 
'  confiderable  a  part  of  our  dominions,  a  part  fo  ex- 
'  tenlive  as  to  reach  from  the  34th  to  the  46th  de- 
'  gree  of  northern  latitude,  will  at  leaft  make  us  in- 
'  cUne  to  be  extremely  cautious  in  what  we  are  going 
'  about. 

*  I  fhall  be  as  ready  as  any  man,  to  give  all  poi- 

*  fible  relief  and  encouragement  to  our  fugar  colo- 
'  nies  ;  but  if  the  relief  or  encouragement  asked 
'  for,  appears  to  be  an  injury  to  the  whole,  or  if  it 
'  appears  that  it   will  do    more  harm  to  the   other 

*  parts  of  our  dominions,  than  it  can  do  good  to 
'  them,  we  muft  refufe  it :  we  mufc  think  of  fome 
'  other  methods  for  putting  them  upon    an  equal 

*  footing  with  thofe  who  are  their  rivals  in  any  par- 

*  ticular  branch  of  trade. 

'  We  may  form  Ibme  judgment,  Sir,  from    the 

*  appearances  that  were  before  us  lalt  feffion  ot  Par- 

*  liament  •,  but  we  may  form  a  much  more  diftincl 

'  iudg- 
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*  judgment  of  things  from  what  may  be  brought  be- 
'  fore  us  now.     Some  of  thofe  concerned  here   for 

*  our  fettlements  upon  the  continent,  feemed  laft  year 
'  to  be  indifferent  ;  they  feemed  in  fome  manner  to 

*  give  the  affair  up,  I  believe  without  any  good  au- 
'  thority  from  their  conftituents  :  but  now  the  co- 
'  lonies  themfelves  have  had  an  opportunity  to  con- 
'  fider  the  affair  then  before  us,  and  to  fend  over  their 
'  thoughts  upon  the  fubje6l  in  a  proper  and  authen- 
'  tic  manner.  Their  true  and  real  fentiments  will 
'  beft  appear  from  the  reprefentations  they  have  fent 

*  over  ;  and  till  thcfe  are  laid  before  us,  we  cannot 
'  give  our  opinions  either  as  to  their  inclinations,  or 

*  as  to  the  weight  of  the  objedions  that  they  may 

*  make. 

'  I  mull  fay.  Sir,  to  the  honour  of  the  Gentlemen 
«  concerned  in  the  board  of  trade,  that  they  are  as 
^  exad  and  as  diligent  in  all  the  matters  which  fall 

*  under  their  province  as  any  board  in  England  ; 
'  they  have  much  more  bufineis  than  moft  others, 
'  and  their  bufinefs  will  be  daily  increafing  in  pro- 
'  portion  as  our  colonies  increafe  in  riches  and  in 

*  power.     It  is  already  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  boards 

*  we  have  ;  and  as  long  as  the  fame  good  condu6i: 
^  is  purfued,  it  will  always  be  of  great  benefit  and 

*  advantage  to  the  trade  of  .the  Britijh  dominions.* 

Addrefs  re-  After  this  debate,  it  was  refolved,  that  an  humble 
foived  on.  addrefs  Ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions  to  the 
commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  to  lay  before 
the  houfe,  copies  of  all  reprefentations  and  papers 
which  have  been  laid  before  them,  fince  the  then  lafl 
feffion  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  difpute  between 
his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies,  and  northern  colonies 
in  America, 


Mr. 
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Mr.   V/yndham    then    moved,    '  That  the  houfe  ^^^otionas 

*  would  appoint  a  committee  to  infpectand  fettle  the 

*  fees  to  be  taken  by  all  the  officers  and  fervants  of 
'  their  houfe,  and   to  examine  what  falaries,  or  al- 

*  lowances  they  had  from  the  government,  and  to 

*  report  the  fame,  with  their  opinions  thereupon, 

*  to  the  houfe.' 

Sir  William  Tonge.     '  Sir,  confidering  how  muchsJr  wmam. 

*  bufinefs  of  great  confequence  now  lies,  or  may  pro-  fpesfu^ 
'  bably  come  before  this  houfe  during  the  courfe  of 

'  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  I  do  not  think  that  we 

*  ought  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  houfe  with  any 

*  matters  of  fuch  a  trifling  nature.  If  any  complaint 
'  had  been  made  to  us  of  any  exactions  or  exorbi- 

*  tant  fees  taken  by  any  of  our  officers  or  fervants, 
*-  it  would  have  been  our  duty  to  have  inquired  into 

*  it,  and  to  have  given  all  proper  redrefs  ;  but  as 

*  there  has  been  no  fuch  complaint  made,  at  ieail  I 
'  have  heard  of  none,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  we 

*  ought  to  enter  at  prcfent  into  fuch  an  inquiry.* 

Mr.  Wyndham,     '   Sir,  I  made  this  motion  notMr.;/>^- 

*  expefling  indeed  that  it  would  have  been  oppofed^^'*"''^?^''^' 

*  by  any  Gentleman  in  the  houfe,  and  therefore  I 
'  did  not  think  it  was  neceffary  for  m.e  to  give  any 

*  reafons  for  making  the  motion  ;  but  now  that  I  am 
'  called  upon,  I  mud  fay,  I  believe.  Sir,  it  is  well 
'  known,  that  there  are  very  great  complaints  with- 
'  out  doors,  of  the  extravagant  charges  and  expences 
'  that  people  are  obliged  to  be  at  in  palTing  privats 
'  bills,  or  in  carrying  any  other  bufmefs  through  ei- 

*  ther  houfe  of  Parliament  ;  I  do  not  know  where 
'  the  fault  lies,  perhaps  it  may  be  in  the  other  houfe, 
'  but  let  them  look  to  themfelves,  we  ought  at  leafl 
'  to  take  care  that  there  be  no  ground  lor  any  luch 

*  complaint  in  our  houfe.  We  are  not  to  wait  till  a 
'  regular  complaint   be  made;  few  will  venture  to 

*  complain   in  form,  becaufe  no  man   knows  how 

Vol.  X.  H  •  foon 
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*  foon  he  may  be  obliged  to  come  back  again;  and 
'  when  any  exadions  are   made,  they  are,  fingly 

*  confidered,  fo  inconfiderable,  that  no  man  thinks 
^  it  worth  his  while  to  complain  5  but  many  trifles 
^  amount  to  a  fum,  and  fuch  things  generally  grow 
^worfe  when  not  looked  after  and  inquired  into. 

*  If  there  be  any  evil,  what  I  have  propofed  will 
^  be  an  efFedual  remedy,  I  fliall  be  forry  my  mo- 

*  tion  is  not  agreed  to  ;  but  I  will  at  leaft  have  the 

*  pleafure  of  having  made  it,  and  thereby  done  what 

*  was  in  my  power  for  preventing  any  evil  that  may 

*  enfue.* 

^r.  Speak-     Mr.  Speaker.     *  I  mud  fay.    Gentlemen,    that 

er'sfpeech.  c  fmcc  my  time,  I  know  of  no  exactions  or  any 

^  exorbitant   fees   that  have  been  taken  ;    I   have 

*  been    as  careful   as    pofllble   in    this  point,    and 

*  have  always  made  as  clofe  inquiries  as  I  could,- 

*  I  remember  fome  time  ago  I  found  that  a  guinea 
^  was  ufually  given  to  my  own  feeretary,,  upon  the 

*  giving  out  die  v/arrant  for  writs,  v/hereas  the  old 

*  fee  was  but  ten  fhillings;  1  thereupon  ordered 
«  exprefly  that  he  fhould  not  receive  any  more  upon 
'  fuch  occafions  than  the  old  fee  of  ten  fhillings : 
^  and  to  prevent  all  pretence  of  giving  or  taking 

*  what  is  commonly  called  expedition  money,  I 
'  ordered,  that  even  this  fee  fhould  not  be  charged 
•■  or  paid  till  after  the  eledion  was  made,  and  the 

*  oaths  taken  upon  the  return  of  the  writ.  I  like- 
^  wife  have  obferved  that  the  clerk  of  committees 
^  ufually  got  a  guinea  in  place  of  the  old  fee  of  135. 
'  and  4^.  This  I  alfo  have  endeavoured  to  rectify, 
'  though  it  mull  be  granted,  that  in  mod  cafes  even  a 
'  guinea  is  a  fmall  enough  reward  for  his  trouble  and 
'  attendance  upon  fuch  occafions.  But  I  believe  that 
'  this  motion  was  made,  not  fo  much  on  account  of 

*  any  abufes  that  have  been  lately  committed,  as  to 

*  prevent  any  fuch  in  time  to  come,  which  ought 
'  to  be  every  Gentleman's  care,  and  fhall  be  mine  in 

^  parti- 
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'  particular  as  long  as  I  have  the  honour  to  be  in  the 

*  place  where  I  am.' 

Mr.  Sa-ddys.     '  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  that  it  hasMr.^^r^^i 

*  always  been  your  particular  care,  that  no  impofi-^P^'^^* 
'  tions  fhould  be  made  upon  any  of  the  fubjedts,  who 

*  have  happen'd  to  have  any  bufmefs  before  this 

*  houfe  ;  and  I  believe  no  Gentleman  thinks  that  v/e 

*  have  any  occaiion  for  fuch  a  committee  as  has  been 

*  propofed  on  account  of  any  late  exactions  or  ex- 
'  orbirant  fees  :  but  now  that  an  inquiry  into  the  fees 

*  taken  by  our  own  fervants  has  been  propofed,  I 
«  am  afraid  it  may  be  fome  imputation  upon  us, 
'  not  to  agree  to  the  motion.  Confidering  how 
'  many  years  ago  it  is  fince  the  fees  to  be  taken  by 
'  the  fervants  of  this  houie  have  been  fettled,  I 
'  do  not  doubt  but  that  fome  of  them  may  now  be 
'  found  to   be   too  fmall,  and  if  this  aftair  be  re- 

*  ferred  to  a  comimittee,  I  think  they  ought  to  in- 
«  cfeafe  thofe  that  they  judge   to  be  too  fmall,  as 

*  well  as  to   diminifh  thofe  which  they  may  think 

*  extravagant.' 

Mr.  Plumer.     Sir,    I  Icok  upon  this  motion  t0Mr.p/«- 

*  be  a  very  proper  one  at  prefenr,  and  I  hope  tht'"''''^^^'"^' 
'  houfe  will  agree  to  it;  becaufe  I  think,  Sir,  we 

*•  ought  to  fearch  whether  or  no  there  be  a  beam 

*  in  our  own  eye  in  order  to  pull  it  out,  before  we 

*  begin  to  pull  out  the  moat  that  is  in  another's.     I 

*  prefume  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  made  this 

*  motion,  made  it  only  as  a  prelude  to  fomething  of 

*  more  confequence  ;  I  hope  after  we  have  examin- 

'  ed  into,  and  fettled  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  our  ^ 

*  own  clerks  and  fervants,  we  fliall  next  proceed  to 
'  examine  into,  and  fett'e  the  fees  to  be  taken  by 
'  the  ofRcers  clerks  and  fervants  of  all  our  courts  of 

*  law.  As  to  the  fees  of  this  houle,  I  do  not  know 
'  what  may  be  the  cafe,  but  I  am  fare  that  ihe  other 

H  2  'is 


100 


Parliamentary 


173a. 


is  a  very  great  grievance,  and  loudly  complained 
of  by  the  whole  nation.  We  have  had  printed  lifts 
of  all  thofe  fees  laid  before  us ;  as  yet  we  have 
gone  no  farther  but  only  to  receive  them  :  But 
thofe  who  brought  them  in  have  gone  a  little  far- 
ther, they  think  they  may  now  by  authority  of 
Parliament  exa6l  all  the  fees  at  leaft  that  are  men- 
tioned in  thofe  lifts,  and  from  thence  they  have 
taken  occafion  even  to  increafe  feveral  of  their  fees 
much  beyond  what  they  had  formerly  any  autho- 
rity for :  fo  that  unlefs  we  proceed  farther,  and 
make  fome  proper  regulations  as  to  all  thofe  lifts 
of  fees  that  have  been  laid  before  us,  we  have  by 
calling  for  them  done  rather  an  injury  than  a  fer- 
vice  to  our  country.  I  fhall  therefore  be  for  agree- 
ing to  the  motion  now  made,  on  purpofe  that  we 
may  with  decency  proceed  to  the  inquiring  into, 
and  fettling  the  fees  that  are  to  be  taken  in  all  the 
courts  of  law  and  other  offices  in  the  nation.' 


nington^s 
Ipscch. 


Mr.  Winnington,  *  Sir,  according  to  the  order  of 
this  houfe,  a  lift  of  the  ^qqs  ufually  taken  by  every 
clerk  and  fervant  belonging  thereto,  has  been 
brought  in,  and  has  been  I  believe  perufed  by  moft 
members  of  this  houfe.  I  do  not  hear  that  any  ob- 
jeftion  is  made  to  any  of  them,  or  that  it  is  pre- 
tended that  more  has  at  any  time  been  taken  -,  I 
therefore  do  not  fee  what  ufe  there  is  for  a  com- 
mittee in  this  affair  •,  I  believe  if  we  order  them  to 
be  printed,  and  copies  to  be  fixed  up  in  the  public 
offices  belonging  to  the  houfe,  it  will  be  fufficient 
for  preventing  any  exorbitant  demands  in  time  to 
come,  and  will  be  as  effisdtual  as  any  thing  that  c^n 
be  done  by  a  committee.  I  fuppofe  the  Gentlemen 
have  fome  farther  defign  in  this  matter  ;  but  if  they 
have,  I  think  they  may  proceed  upon  it  without 
giving  the  houfe  any  needJefs  trouble  as  to  the 
committee  now  moved  for.' 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Puheney,     *  Sir,  I  was  not  at  all  in  the  fecretMr.  PuUe. 

*  as  to  this  motion  •,  I  did  not  know  any  thing  of"-^'^  ^p"^^' 
'  what  farther  defign  there  may  be,  fo  that  I  am  fure 

*  I  cannot  in   this  affair  be  any  way  a  bhibber.     I 

*  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke 

*  laflr,  as  to  the  ordering  the  lift  of  fees  to  be  print- 

*  ed  -,  let  them  be  printed  and  pubHlhed,  and,  if  my 
'  worthy  friend  pleafes,  let  them  be  printed  in  the 

*  Free  Briton  too:  But  I  cannot  think.  Sir,  that  we 

*  ought  to  reft  fatisfied  with  the  lift  delivered,  with- 
'  out  inquiring  any  farther  about  the  matter  •,  becaufe 
'  a  lift  of  fees  has  been  delivered  in,  we  are  not  furely 

*  from  thence  to  conclude,  that  no  greater  fee  has 

*  ever  been  taken  than  what  is  mentioned  in  that  lift  : 

*  Exadlions  are  always  made  in  a  private  clandeftine 

*  manner  ;  fuch  fecrets  may  be  difcovered  by  a  com- 

*  mittee,  but  we  are  not  to  expe6l  that  ever  the  au- 

*  thors  of  fuch  will  in  a  public  manner  come  volun- 

*  tarily,  and  give  the  houfe  an  information  of  the 
'  crimes  they  have  been  guilty  of  It  is  well  known 
'  how  terrible  Parliamentary  inquiries  are  to  thofe 

*  who  have  been  guilty  of  any  iniquity ;  though  by 
'  the  inquiry  now  moved  for,  no  iniquity  fhall  be 

*  difcovered,  yet  the  terror  of  it  will  remain,  and  will 
'  be  a  bar  to  extortion  for  a  long  time  to  come/ 

Upon  putting  the  queftion,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  a  committee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed. 

Befides  the  bufinefs  above-mentioned,  there  was  sir 'n^m^s 
likewife  prefented  on  the  fame  day,  a  petition  of  Sirf'^^^^p^f 
Thomas  Lombe^  alledging,  '  That  he  had  at  his  ownf«ate4, 
^  expence,  and  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  and  ha- 
^  zard,  difcovered  and  introduced  into  this  kingdom 

*  the  art  of  making  fine  Italian  Organzine  or  thrown 

*  filk,  out  of  fine  raw  filk,  by  large  engines  of  a  moft 

*  curious  and  intricate  ftru^lure,  which  commodity 
^  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  carry  on  our  filk-wea* 

H  3  !  ving 
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*  ving  trade,  and  was  formerly  bought  with  our  mo- 

*  ney,  ready  worked  in  Ilaly  :  That  his  Jate  Majcfty 

*  had  granted  him  a  patent  for  the  fole  making  and 
'  ufing  the  faid  engines  for  the  term  of  14  years  ; 

*  but  that  feveral  years  of  the  iliid  term  were  expired 
'  before  he  could  finifh  the  faid  engines,  and  by  rea- 
'  fon  of  other  difficulties  the  whole  term  was  almoft 
'  expired  before  he  could  bring  the  manufiidlure  to 

*  perfedlion  -,  and  therefore  praying  that  the  houfe 
'  would  take  his  cafe  into  confideration,  and  grant 
'  him  a  farther  term  of  years  for  the  fole  making  and 

*  ufing  the  faid  engines,  or  fuch  other  recompence 

*  or  relief,  as  to  the  houfe  fhould  feem  meet.* 

Motion  in       Mr.  Alderman  Pfrry  faid,  *  That  he  knew  that 

IS  avour.    ^  ^|^^  petitioner  had  been  at  a  very  great  trouble  and 

'  cxpcnce  about  the  fetting  up  of  that  engine  ;  and 

*  that  a  great  part  of  the  term  granted  by  the  patent 

*  had  pafTcd  before  any  advantage  could  be  made  of 
'  that  moit  ufeful  invention  •,  and  therefore  he  moved, 
'  that  the  petition  fnould  be  referred  to  the  confide- 
'  ration  of  a  committee.' 

)^;;  ^^f'-  Mr.  Oglethorpe  faid,  '  That  fince  the  petitioner 
fpeetho       *  had  at  his  own  expence  and  hazard  introduced  a 

*  mofb  ufeful  and  necelTary  manufacture  into  this 

*  kingdom,  he  certainly  ought  to  meet  with  all  pro- 

*  per  encouragement :  That  one  engine  was  now  fee 
'  up  and  finifhed  in  the  tow^n  of  Derby^  by  which 
^  that  whole  county  was  improved,  and  many  of  their 

*  poor  employed,  who  probably  would  have  other- 

*  wife  been  a  burden  upon  their  refpedlive  parifhes : 

*  Therefore  he  feconded  the  motion  for  referring  the 

*  petition  to  a  committee.* 

^\trhomas  Sir  I'homas  A^on  faid,  *  That  patents  had  al- 
fpfech  a-  *  ways  been  looked  upon  as  prejudicial  to  the  trade 
gainftit,     «  and  manu failures  of  this  kingdom,  more  efpecially 

*  when  granted  or  continued  for  any  long  term  of 

■-\  years  i 
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years  ;  for  which  reafon  their  anceflors  had  been  fo 
wife  as  to  make  a  law  againft  the  granting  of  any 
patent  for  a  longer  term  than  14  ^years ;  and  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  for  them  to  prolong 
^  the  term,  or  to  grant  a  new  term  to  any  patentee, 
^  That  the  petitioner  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his 

*  patent  feveral  years,  had  carried  on  a  vail  trade 

*  under  the  fime,  and  had  thereby  acquired  a  great 
^  deal  of  riches,  which  he  thought  was  a  fufBcient 

*  recompence  for  the  charge  or  hazard  he  had  been 
'  at,  and  that  the  prolonging  of  the  term  would  not 
^  only  be  to  prevent  the  nation's  making  any  benefit 
*^  of  that  invention,  but  alfo  to  give  the  petitioner  a 
^  farther  opportunity  of  difturbing  all  other  inven- 

*  tions,  works  or  engines  any  way  refembling  his,, 
■^  which  would  be  a  great  difcouragement  to  all  new 

*  improvements  or  mantjfad:ures,  and  confequently 
■^  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  trade  of  this  na- 
'  tion  5  therefore  he  could  not  but  be  againfl  even 
^  referring  the  petition   to   the  confideration   of  a 


committee.* 


Sir  Jobn  RuJJoout  laid,  *  That  as  no  man  was  In- sir  John 
^  titled  to  a  patent  but  he  who  introduced  fome  nt\vf"-^°"^^^ 
'^  invention  or  manufacture  into  the  kingdom,  he 
'  did  not  know^  if  the  petitioner  had  at  firfl  any 
*  title  to  a  patent  •,  for  that  to  his  knowledge  there 
^  had  been  in  the  parifh  where  he  lived,  fome  fueh 
"  manufadlure  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  How- 
^  ever,  fuppoiing  that  the  petitioner  had  at  firft  a 
'  good  title  to  a  patent,  yet  he  could  not  think  that 
•^  there  was  any  reafon  for  renewing  the  term  ;  but  as 
^  all  thefe  things  would  properly  come  under  the 
^  cognizance  of  the  committee,  therefore  he  would 
^  not  be  againfl:  referring  the  petition  to  th-e  confide- 
f  deration  of  a  committee.* 

H  4  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pw/3     Mr.  Alderman  Perry,     '  Sir,  the  petitioner  hap- 

ipeech.       c  pening  to  have  a  brother  whofe  head  is  extremely 

'  well  turned  for  the  Mechanics^  and  both  of  them 

*  being  well  informed  of  the  great  charge  this  na- 

*  tion  was  yearly  put  to,  in  the  purchafe  of  that  forC 

*  of  Italian  throv/n  filk,  called  Organzine^  and  that 
'  the  fame  was  all  made  within  the  dominions  of 
'  Savoy^  by  the  means  of  a  large  and  curious  engine, 
^  which  had  been  fet  up  and  kept  at  work  for  many 
'  years  in  that  country,  but  had  been  kept  fo  fecret, 

*  that  no  other  nation  could  ever  yet  come  at  the 

*  invention  -,  they  refolved  to  make  an  attempt,  for 

*  the  bringing  of  this  invention  into  their  own  coun- 
'  try;  they  knew  that  there  would  be  great  diffi- 
f  culty  and  danger  in  this  undertaking,  becaufc  the 
^  King  of  Sardinia  had  made  it  death,  for  any  man 

*  to  difcover  this  invention,  or  attempt  to  carry  it 

*  out  of  his  dominions  :  However,  the  petitioner's 
'  brother  refolved  to  venture  his  perfon,  for  the  be- 

*  nefit  and  advantage  of  his  native  country,  and  Sir 
f  Thomas  was  refolved  to  venture  his  money,  and  to 

*  furnifli  his  brother  with  whatever  fums  fhould  be 
'  neceffary  for  executing  fo  bold  and  fo  generous  a 

*  defign.     His  brother  went  accordingly  over    to 

*  Italy^  and  after  a  long  ftay,  and  a  great  expence 

*  in  that  country,  he  found  means  to  fee  this  engine 
'  fo  often,  and  to  pry  into  the  nature  of  it  fo  nar» 

*  rowly,  that  he  made  himfelfniafter  of  the  whole 
'  invention,  and  of  all  the  different  parts  and  mo- 

*  tions  belonging  thereto.  After  his  return  to  Eng- 

*  land.  Sir  'Thomas^  who  knew  the  excellency  of  his 

*  brother's  genius,  and  could  depend  upon  his  word, 

*  was  convinced    that  he   was  fully  mafler  of  the 

*  thing,  and  therefore,  he  chearfully  agreed  to  fup- 

*  ply  whatever  expence  fliould  be  neceffary  for  {^i- 
\  ting  it  up  in  England  \  but  that  he  might  have  the 

*  fame  advantage  that  other  perfons  have  and  are  in- 
\  titled  unto  upon  fuch  occafions,  he  applied  and  got. 

"  ■    ^   '   ~'     ■ ■    ■      '  -         ^"     U 
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*  a  grant  of  a  patent  from  his  late  Majefty,  in  the 
'  year  17 18.  The  engine  is  fo  large,  and  there 
'  are  fo  many  wheels,  motions,  fpindles,  and  other 
'  things  belonging  to  it,  that  it  was  three  years  af- 
*•  ter  he  had  obtained  his  patent,  before  he  could 
'  pofTibly  finifh  the  engine.  After  the  finifhing 
'  thereof,  he  could  make  no  benefit  thereby,  till  he 

*  had  procured  and  inftruded  a  fufficient  number  of 
'  perfons  how  to  work  the  fame  -,  and  before  he 
'  could  do  this,  his  Sardinian  Majefty  had  got  an 
'  account,  that  the  engine  was  fet  up  in  England, 

*  and  he  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  difadvantage  it  would 
'  be  to  his  country,  to  have  that  fort  of  thrown  filk 

*  made  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  that  he  im- 

*  mediately  prohibited  the  exportation  of  raw  filk 
'  out  of  his  country  5  and  before  Sir  "Thomas  could 
'  fall  upon  any  way  of  getting  a  fufEcient  quantity 

*  of  raw  filk  ftole  out  of  that  country,  fo  as  to  make 
'  any  advantage  of  his  engine,  the  term  of  his  patent 

*  was  within  a  very  few  years  of  beiog  expired : 
'  From  which  we  may  conclude,  that  it  is  impofll- 
'  ble  that  he  could,  as  yet,  have  got  a  fufficient  re- 
'  compence  for  the  hazard  and  expence  that  he  has 
'  been  at.  There  might  have  been  before,  there 
'  may  be  ftill,  fome  other  forts  of  twift  filk  made 
y  in  England  \  but  there  was  never  any  fuch  as  Or- 
*•  ganzine  made,  nor  was' there  ever  any  fuch  engine 

*  in  England^  as  this  that  has  been  brought  in  and 

*  fet  up  by  the  petitioner  and  his  brother.  Thofe 
^  who  are  expert  in  the  filk  manufadlures,  know  well 

*  the  difix^rence  between  the  Organzine  and  any  other 
^  fort  of  t willed  filk,  but  gentlemen  who  have  not 
'  narrowly  examined  into  the  affair,  may  be  mifta- 
'  ken  •,  but  as  to  the  engine,  the  difference  between 
'  it  and  any  other  may  be  eafily  difcovered  :  It  is  a 

*  very  large  engine,  which  is  firft  moved  by  water, 

*  by  the  means  of  which  firft  motion,  a  great  many 

*  wheels  and  fpindles  are  fet  a  moving,  and  thereby 
*'  great  quantities  of  filk  are  twifted  in  a  much  finer 

*  manner. 
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^  manner,  and  by  much  fewer  hands,  than  can  pof- 

*  fibly  be  done  by  any  engine  that  was  ever  yet  in- 
'  vented.* 

^arf^^'       Mr,  Barnard,     '  The  chief  reafon  why  the  peti- 

speech.       *  tioner  has  never  yet  been  able  to  make  any  great 

'  advantage  of  his  invention,  is,  that  no  raw  filk  is 

*  proper  for  his  purpofe  but  the  Italian  ;    fo  that  he 

*  could  have  but  vtty  little,  except  what  was  pri- 

*  vately  flole  out  of  the  dominions  of  Savoy,     He 

*  has  been  at  the  expence  of  making  feveral  experi- 

*  ments  of  the  'Turkey  raw  fdk,  but  has  always  found, 

*  that  it  is  impofTible  to  make  good  Organzine  of 

*  that  fort  of  filk.     He  has  likewife  tried  the  raw 

*  filk  brought  from  China^  and  he  finds  that  it  would 

*  do  as  well  as  the  Italian^  but  then  the  company 

*  keeps  it  at  fo  high  a  price,  that  it  will  not  anlwer. 

*  What  may  be  the  reafon  of  the  company's  keeping 
'  that  filk  fo  dear,  I  know  not  *,  I  can  find  no  other 
'  reafon  for  it,  but  only  the  great  profits  that  com- 

*  pany  are  refolved  to  make  of  every  thing,  which 
'  they  have  an  exclufive  privilege  for  dealing  in. 

*  I  am  fure  they  purchafe  it  in  the  country  at  a  very 

*  cheap  rate,  and  the  danger  or  expence  of  bringing 

*  it  home,  cannot  be  fo  great,  but  that  they  may 

*  fell  it  at  a  more  reafonable  price.  The  petitioner 
'  has  likewife  made  fome  experiments  of  the   raw 

*  filk  that  has  been  produced  from  Carolina^  which 
'  has  anfwered  extremely  well ;  and  if  there  were 
'  enough  of  ir,  we  fhould  not,  perhaps,  be  obliged 
'  to  lay  out  fo  much  of  the  nation's  money  on  the 

*  purchafe  of  Italian  raw  filk,  nor  fhould  we  have 

*  occafion  to  trouble  ourfelves  much  about  the  pro*- 

*  hibiting  of  the  exportation  of  their  raw  filk  :  but, 
'  as  yet,  there  is  but  a  very  little  filk  produced  from 

*  Carolina^  fo  that  the  petitioner  could  not  make  any 

*  advantage  thereby.     I   do   not   know  what    this 

*  houfe  may  judge  to  be  a  proper  recompence  to  the 
'  petitioner,  for  the  hazard  and  expence  he  has  been 

Z.  •  '  at  5 
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'  at ;  but  whatever  refolutions  may  be  made  In  this 

*  affair,  all  poffible  care  ought  to  be  taken  for  pre- 

*  venting  the  invention's  being  carried  out  of  this 
'  country.     If  we  can  keep  our  neighbours  from 

*  dealing  it  from  us,  it  will  be  a  great  encourage- 
^  ment  to  feveral  branches  of  our  filk  manufadlure 
'  trade  ;  we  fhall  have  the  benefit,  at  lead,  of  fup- 
'  plying  moil  of  them  with  that  fort  of  thrown  filk 
'  called  Orga-nzine* 

Mr.  Oglethorpe.     'Sir,  That  aft  for  confining  Mr.  o^/^^ 

*  the  King's  parents  to  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  f°Jl(^ 
'  was  made  in  the  reign   of  King  James  I.     The 

*  bubbles  and  monopolies  which  were  eredled,  and 
^  the  many  enormities  which  were  committed  about 
'  that  time,  and  for  fome  years  before,  had  become 
'  a  public  grievance,  and  was  loudly  exclaimed  at : 

*  The  reafon  for  making  that  law,  was  to  prevent 
'  the  fetting  up  of  any  fuch  bubbles  or  monopolies 
'  for  the  future.  The  petitioner  has  never  fo  much 
'  as  endeavoured  to  make  a  bubble  of  his  afi^alr,  nor 
'  has  he  ever  grafped  at  the  fetting  up  of  any  un- 
'  lawful  monopoly.  He  pretends  to  nothing  elfe, 
t  but  what  every  author  of  a  new  invention  is  reafon- 
'  ably  intitled  unto  ;  that  is,  to  have  the  fole  ufe  of 

*  his  own  invention,  for  fo  long  a  time,  as  may  be 
'  a  juft  recompence  to  him  for  the  hazard  and  ex- 
'  pence  he  has  been  at,  in  bringing  his  invention  to 

*  perfedion.  If  he  can  fhew  to  this  houfe,  that  he 
'  has  not  yet  had  fuch  a  recompence  as  is  fufiicient, 
'  we  are  not  confined  by  the  former  law  ;  we  not 
^  only  may,  but  we  ought  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for 

*  prolonging  the  term  of  his  patent,  or  we  ought  to 
^  grant  him  fuch  other  recompence  as  may  be  deem- 

*  ed    proper    and   reafonable.     Raw  filk   may   be 

*  bought,  even  in  this  country,  for  16s,  p^r pound; 

*  but  when  that  very  raw  fi!k  is  manufadlured,  and 
'  m^^QOrganzine^  it  fells  for  24  j-.  per  pound  ;  the 

*  difference,  v/hich  is  ^hy  per  cent,  is  ail  clear  money 
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*  got  to  the  nation  ;  the  8  s.  per  pound,  which  is 

*  added  to  the  price  of  that  commodity,  is  all  clear 

*  gain  to  us,  becaufe  it  is  added  by  the  labour  and 
'  induftry   of  our  own  people  :  and  fince  this  gain 

*  can  be  made,  only  by  the  means  of  this  engine, 
'  we  muft  grant  that  this  gentleman  has,  at  his  own 
'  hazard  and  charge,  brought  home  a  very  ufeful 

*  and  profitable  branch  of  trade  to  his  own  country, 
'  for  which  he  certainly  deferves  a  recompence.     If 

*  he  can  fhew  that  he  has  not,  as  yet,  got  a  recom- 

*  pence,  by  means  of  the  patent  granted  to  him,  ei~ 

*  ther  becaufe  of  the  difficulty  of  bringing  his  inven- 
'  tion  to  perfedlion,  or  becaufe   of  inevitable  acci- 

*  dents  that  have  occurred,  his  cafe  ought  to  be  con- 

*  fidered,  and  the  only  proper  way  for  us  to  inquire 

*  into  this  matter,  is  to  refer  his  petfcion  to  the  con- 

*  fideration  of  a  committee.' 

Mr.  Drum'  Mr,  Jo^n  Drummond,  'Sir,  I  fhall  only  take 
fe^ch  '  notice,  that  fmce  the  time  that  this  gentleman's  in- 
^^   '        *  vention  was  brought  to  perfeftion,    our  exports  of 

*  gold  and  filver  lace  have  increafed  to  a  great  de- 

*  gree  ;  the  reafon  of  which  is,  that  the  fortof  twifl 
'  or  thrown  filk,  that  is  made  by  the  means  of  his 
'  engine,  is  the  only  proper  filk  that  can  be  made 
'  ufe  of  in  the  manufacture  of  gold  and  filver  lace  ; 
'  and  we  having  now  that  fort  of  filk  in  much  grea- 
'  ter  plenty,  and  much  cheaper  than  we  ever    had 

*  it  before,  our  manufacturers  in  fuch  laces,  have 
^  been  able  to  fell  thofe  manufactures  much  cheaper, 
'  than  they  were  ever  fold  before  in  this  country  ; 

*  from  whence  has  proceeded  the  great  increafe  of 
^  our  exports  of  that  commodity  :  and  when  there 

*  are  fuch  quantities  exported,  we  may  depend  upon 
*-  it,   that  there  is  very  little  (if  anyj  imported,  not- 

*  withilanding  that  there  is,  perhaps,  more  of  it  now 

*  wore  in  this  country  than  ever  was  before.  This 
^  I  take  notice  of.  Sir,  becaufe  I  look  upon  it  as  an 

^  im«? 


^*  1732.        D^E  BATES,  109 

'  improvement  in  our  manufa6lures,  that  is  intirely 
'  owing  to  this  gentleman's  invention.' 

So  many  gentlemen  of  great  charaders,  as  to  their 
knowledge  in  matters  of  trade,  having  fpoke  in  fa- 
vour of  the  petition,  it  was,  without  any  divifion, 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  committee,  to  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  to  report  the  fame, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  houfe  y  and  a 
committee  was  accordingly  appointed. 

After  this  affair  was  over,  the  houfe  refolved  it- Motion  as  to 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confi-^;^/^^''  "'^• 
der  farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefly  •, 
and  a  motion  being  made  and  feconded,  that  a  fum 
not  exceeding  25,348  /.  2  s.  fhould  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  upon  account,  for  out-penfioners  of 
Chelfea  Hofpital^  for  the  year  1732  j 

Mr.  Tulteney  flood  up  and  faid,  *  Sir,  I  do  not  Mr.  Putte- 
«  now  rife  up  to  make  any  motion  •,  but  I  think  I  am,  "'■>**  ^p"*"^ 

*  in  duty  to  my  country,  in  duty  to  thofe  who  do 
'  me  the  honour  to  give  me  a  place  in  this  houfe, 
'  bound  to  take  notice  of  fome  accounts  or  eftimates 

*  which  have  been  laid  before  us,  and  which,  to  me, 

*  feem  to  be  fomewhat  extraordinary.     I  muft,  in 

*  general,  obferve,  that  the  eftimates  of  the  public 

*  expence  increafe  every  year :  From  year  to  year, 

*  there  is  always  fome  new  article  to  be  provided  for, 

*  or  fome  addition  made  to  the  old»  If  we  at  any 
'  time  get  free  of  an  extraordinary  charge,  it  always 
'  leaves  fome  marks  behind  it ;  there  is  always  fome 

*  part  of  it  remains,  and  is  continued  to  be  a  burden 
'  upon  the  people  :  Thefe  fmall  remains  may  be,  by 

*  fome,  thought  too  inconfiderable  to  be  taken  notice 

*  of,  but  to  me  nothing  feems  to  be  inconfiderable 
'  that   is  a  charge  upon  the  people ;  thefe  fmall  re- 

*  mains,  and  thefe  annual  additions,  by  thus  yearly 
'•  increaung,  may  come,  at  laft,  to  be  a  burden  too 

*  heavy  to  be  borne. 

'  I  can- 
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*  I  cannot  now  omit  taking  notice  of  the  article  of 
Chelfea  college  -,  by  the  eft i mates  now  laid  before 
us,  that  article  appears  to  be  heavier  than  it  was 
laft  year.  Daring  the  laft  war,  this  nation  main- 
tained near  200,000  men,  of  which  near  90,000 
were  national  troops ;  yet  towards  the  end  of  that 
war,  the  penfioners  of  Chelfea  college  did  not  a- 
mount  to  above  2000  :  whereas,  if  we  include  the 
regiment  of  invalids,  and  the  feveral  independent 
companies  of  invalids,  they  now  amount  to  above 
4000  men.  I  do  not  doubt  but  thecommifTioners 
do  whatever  they  can  to  examine,  and  to  admit 
none  but  thofe,  who,  by  the  rules  of  that  hofpical, 
appear  to  be  intitled  to  be  taken  in.  I  likewife 
know  how  many  folicitations  they  muft  daily  meet 
with,  and  how  hard  it  is,  in  moft  cafes,  to  refufe 
them  ;  yet,  for  the  fake  of  their  country,  they 
ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  in  this  refpedl; 
there  may  be  many  who  are,  by  the  rules  intitled 
to  be  taken  in,  and  yet  are  not  proper  objeds  of 
charity  and  compalTioD,  either  public  or  private.  I 
know,  Sir,  that  there  is  a  fpirit  among  the  officers 
of  the  army,  for  having  all  their  regiments  look 
well  to  the  eye  ;  there  is  a  fort  of  emulation  among 
them, who  fhall  have  the  moft  young  and  the  beft- 
looking  fellows  in  their  regiment:  This  is  thecaufe 
that  many  a  brave  old  foldier  is  difcharged,  in  or- 
der to  make  room  for  a  fpruce  young  fellow,  who 
can  powder  his  hair,  and  drefs  fo  as  to  make  a  good 
appearance  upon  a  day  of  reviev/,  though  the  old 
man  be,  perhaps,  the  better  foldier  of  the  two,  and 
not  only  willing,  but  able,  to  ferve  his  country  for 
many  years  •,  yet  he  is  difcharged,  as  unfit  for  fer- 
vice,  and  brought  in  as  a  penfioner  upon  Chelfea 
college  :  They  are  admitted  into  the  college,  as  men 
old  and  infirm,  yet  when  once  they  are  got  in,  they 
feem  to  be  immortal ;  their  numbers  never  decreafe. 
Surely  there  are  many  of  thofe  immortal  old  men, 
who  live  fo  long  as  idle  penfioners  o^  Chelfea  coi- 

'  lege. 


A.  1732.        DEBATES.  in 

*  lege,  that  might  have  ferved  for  a  great  part  of 
'  that  time  as  good  foldiers,  even  in  a  marching  re- 

*  giment  •,  more  efpecialiy  in  time  of  peace,  when 

*  there  is  not  the  lead  occafion  for  their  being  obliged 

*  to  undergo  any  great  fatigues,  their  duty  cannot  be 
'  extraordinary,  and  their  marches  may  be  made  as 
'  eafy  as  they  pleafe.     I  remember,   that  at  the  laft 

*  fcrutiny  which  was  made  into  the  affairs  of  that 
'  hofpital,  in  which  a  right  honourable  perfon  had  a 
*"  principal  concern,  above  one  half  of  the  perfons, 

*  whofe  names  were  entered  as  penfioners,  could  not 

*  pollibly  be  found  •,  and  of  thofe  who  were  entered 
'  as  letter-men,  there  were  above  100,  which  was, 
'  at  leafl,  one  half,  difcharged  :  I  do  not,  indeed, 

*  know  why  there  fhould   be  any  entered  in  that 

*  charadler,  I  do  not  feis  that  there  is  any  neceflity 
^  for  it. 

'  We  have  heard.  Sir,  a  great  deal  of  the  fine 
'  roads  lately  made  through  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
^  landy  and  I  do  not  doubt  of  their  being  fuch  as 
'  they  have  been  reprefented,  nor  do  I  doubt,  but 
'  that  the  gentleman  who  had  the  overfight  and  di- 
'  redion  of  them,  has  taken  a  care  to  execute  the 
'  defign  as  faithfully  and  as  frugally  as  was  pofTible  % 

*  but  I  cannot  fee  what  it  was  that  made  fuch  a  de- 

*  fign  fo  abfolutely  necelTary.  Thefc  Highlanders^  it 

*  is  true,  were  made  appear  terrible  before  they  were 
'  known  ;  but  after  we  got  a  little  more  into  their 

*  acquaintance,  they  appeared  to  be  but  men  :  and 
'  after  they  were  difarmed,  I  cannot  fee  that  there 
'  was  any  great  occafion  for  this  extraordinary  ex- 

*  pence,  for  which  I  find  there  is  now  charged  about 

*  the  fum  of  io,oco/.  But  fince  we  have  been  at  this 
'  extraordinary  and  unneceflary  expence,  and  that 
'  the  Highlayids  are  thereby  made  accefilble,  when- 
'  ever  we  have  a  mind  to  fend  any  troops  into  that 

*  country,  there  is  certainly  no  farther  occafion  for 

*  the  fix  /7/^/6/^/7i companies,  which  are  kept  up  only 

*  for  preferving  the  peace  of  that  country  •,  thele 

^  fix 


112  PARLI  AMEN  TARr  A.  1732. 

'  fix  companies  amount  to  above  500  men,  and 
« the  maintaining  of  them  cofts  the  public  above 
'  5000  /.  yearly  ;  this  expence  may  certainly  be  now 
'  faved,  and  all  the  fervice  they  do,  or  can  pofTibly 

*  do,    may  for  the  future  be  performed  by  detach- 

*  ments  from  the  regiments  which  are  kept  in   that 

*  part  of  the  ifland.     Thefe  thingsi   Sir,  I  thought 

*  myfelf  obliged  to  take  notice  of,  but  I  fhali  make 

*  no  motion,  only  I  hope  that  they  will  be  ferioufly 

*  confidered,  and   that  all  proper  methods  will  be 

*  taken  for  lefTening  the  public  charge  as  much  as 

*  polTible.' 

Sitmniam       Sir  William  Strickland,     *  Sir,  I  have  had  the  ho- 

%ech!'""''*  '  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^^  ^^  ^^^  board  for  ad- 

*  mitting  penfioners  into  Chelfea  hofpital ;  I  can  an- 

*  fwer  for  it,  that  in  all  my  time,  and  I  believe  I 

*  may  fay  for  feveral  years  before,  all  imaginable 

*  care  has  been  taken  to  admit  none  but  thofe  who 

*  were  juftly  intitled  to  that  public  charity,  or  rather 
'  that  public  reward  for  long  and  faithful  fervice  ; 

*  none  have  ever  been  admitted  but  fuch  as  had 
'  been  difabled  in  the  fervice,  or  fuch  as  had  ferved 

*  their  country  for  at  lead  twenty  years,  and  were 

*  difcharged  as  unfit  for  farther  fervice.  The  fol- 
'  diers  have  always  been  obliged  to  bring  certificates 

*  from  their  officers  of  the  time  of  their  fervice,   or 

*  of  the   manner  of  their  having  been  difabled  in 

*  the  fervice.     We  have  been  fo  cautious,  that   we 

*  have  made  the  fellows  flrip  to  the  skin,  that  we 

*  might   examine    them  the  more  narrowly,    and 

*  might   be  the  better  able  to  judge  whether  they 

*  were  adually  difabled  and  unfit  for  any  farther  fer- 

*  vice  j  and  after  fuch  a  (Iridl  inquiry,  we  could  not 

*  in  confcience,  we  could  not  in  humanity,  refufe  to 
^  admit  them.' 

Sir 
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Sir  John  RuJJjout.     '  Sir,  ic  does  appear  flrange^^  J^;^'!^ 

*  to   me,  that  notwithR-anding  our  long  p^^ace,  therptech. 
'  number  of  thofe  penfioncrs,   and  the    charge   the 

*  public  is  put  CO  for  maintaining  them,   lliould  be 

*  every  day  increafing:  Twenty  years  fervice  I  mull 

*  grant  to  be  a  long  term,  but  yet  it  is  net  always 
'  a  proper  qualification.  If  a  man  enters  young  into 
'  the  fervice,  which  moil  men  do,  he  may  have  been 
'  a  foldier  for  twenty  years,  and  yet  very  tit  for 
<  fervice,    or  for  any  day-labour  •,    and  if    Inch  a 

*  man  be  difcharged,  I  fre  no  reafon  why  the  pub- 
'  lie  fhould  be  obliged  to  maintain  him  i  he  niay 
'  work  for  his  daily  bread.  The  public  ought  not 
'  to  encourage  any  man  to  live  idle,  if  he  can  pof- 

*  fibly  earn  a  fublidence  by  his  eiady  labour:   I  be- 

*  lieve.  Sir,  there  are  many  who  are  now^  penfioneis 

*  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  who  have  v^ives  and  children, 
'  and  who  not  only  can,  but  do  earn  as  much  by 
'  their  labours  as  might  maintain  them  and  their  ta- 
'  milies  •,  what  they  have  from  the  public,  only  con- 
^  tributes  to  encourage  and  fupport  their  extra^a- 
'  gance:  That  hofpital  was  never  defigned  for  fuch 
'  men,  it  was  defigned  as  a  charitable  relief  ordy  for 
'  thofe  whofe  great  age,  or  great  fuPierings  in  the 
'  public  fervice,  had  rendered  utterly  incapable  of 
'  maintaining  themfelves  by  their  daily  labour,  and 
'  fuch  only  can  regularly  be  admitted  as  pcnfioners 
"-  upon  the  pubfic.' 


Mr.  Pelham.  '  Sir,  I  have  had  the  honour  ^^-^l;^;^:^ 
'  be  one  of  the  Chelfea  board  for  fome  years,  and '''"'''^^' 
'  am  very  certain  that  ever  fince  I  had  any  concern 
'  in  ir,  there  have  been  fev/  or  no  impofuions  ever 
'  put  upon  the  commAifiioners  ;  I  could  nev'er  indeed 
'  difcover  that  any  one  man  was  admittid,  v/no  v^as 
'  nor  juilly  intitled  thereto.  I'he  worthy  gentlem.ub 
'  whofpoke  lad,  is  millaken,  if  he  thinks,  that  the 
*  number  of  the  penfioners  of  that  college  is  thi^  ye.\r 
^  increaled  ;  upon  the  contrary,  the  nun^ber  ^s  cii- 

VoL.-  X.      *  I      '  '  minifhcu: 
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<  miniflied:  There  are  22  fewer  penfioners  this  year 

*  than  there  were  the  laft  ;  it  is  true,  the  fum  char- 

*  ged  for  that  hofpital  is  larger  now   than  it  was 

*  laft  year,  but  that  proceeds  from   this  being  leap- 

*  year,  fo  that  there  is  a  day*s  fubfiftence  for  the 

*  whole  number  of  penfioners  more  than  there  was 

*  laft  year,  which  amounts   to  a  much  larger  fum 

*  than  the  favings  by  the  decreafe  in  the  number  of 

*  penfioners  does  amount  to. 

*  As  for  the  great  increafe  of  penfioners   upon 

*  that  college  within  thefe  few  years  paft,  it  is  very 

*  eafy  to  account  for  it,  becaufe  there  was  fome  time 

*  ago  two  or  three  regiments  brought  over  from  G/- 

*  hraltar  and  Port-Mahon^  that  had  been  in  garrifon 

*  in  thofe   two  places  for    15  or    16  years  j  in  all 

*  which  time  there   had   been  few  or  no  men  dif- 

*  charged  upon  the  account  of  age  or  infirmity  from 

*  either  of  thofe  regiments  •,  the  reafon  of  which,  I 
«  fuppofe,  was  the  great  expence  of  fending  them 
«  home,  and  carrying  over  frefh  recruits  in  their 

*  room :  and  the  foldiers  having  but  little  fatigue, 

*  the  officers  found  means  to  make  them  perform 
«  all  the  duty  that  was  required  of  them,  while  they 

*  remained  in  garrifon.  But  upon  their  being  brought 

*  home,  the  change  of  the  air,  added  to  their  own 
«  age  and  infirmities,  made  moft  of  them  intirely 

*  unfit  for  a  march,  or  for  any  duty  whatever  ;  and 

*  it  being  then  eafy  for  the  officers  to  fupply   their 

<  places  with  young  men  that  were  fit  for  fervice, 
«  great  numbers  of  them  were  din:harged;  fo  that  I 
«  may  fay,  that  the  moft  part  of  thofe  two  or  three 

<  regiments  came  all  upon  the  hofpital  at  once. 
«  Another  reafon,  Sir,  that  has  contributed  much  to 
«  the  increafe  of  thofe  penfioners,  is,  that  there  is  as 
«  yet  but  very  bad  provifion  for  decayed  foldiers 

*  in  the  hofpital  in  Ireland^   which  is  the  caufe  that 

*  whenever  any  regiment  is  brought  over  from  that 
^  country  in  the  courfe  of  changing,  the  old  and 

a  '  difabled 
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*  difabled  men,  who  while  in  Ireland^  did  all  they 
'  could  to  conceal   their  age  or  infirmity,  then  be- 

*  sin   to  folicit,  and  often  obtain  a  difcharo-e  and 

*  certificate  from  their  officer,  in  order  to  get  them- 

*  lelvcs    entered  as    penfioners  in  Chelfea  college: 

*  This  has  been  a  fort  of  grievance,  but  his  Majelly 
*-  is  doing  all  he  can  to  get  it  redified,  as  he  does 
'  with  refpedl  to  every  grievance  as  foon  as  ever  he 
'  difcovers  it,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  have 

*  fuccefs  in  his  endeavours  as  to  this. 

'  The  worthy  gentleman  was  in  the  right,  when 

*  he    faid,  that    20   years  fervice  was  not  always  a 

*  proper  qualification  ;  it  is  not  always  allowed  ot 

*  as  fuch,  1  have  myfclf  known   feveral  examples, 

*  when  a  fturdy  well- looked  man  has  come  with  a 

*  proper  difcharge  and  a  certificate  from   his  officer, 

*  in  order  to  be  admitted  upon  the  college,  the  board 

*  has   been    fo  far  from  admitting   him,  that   they 

*  have  examined   him   as  to  the  method  of   his  ob- 

*  taining  his  difcharge-,  and  if  it  appeared,  that  he 
'  had  folicited  the  fame,  they  have  abfolutely  refu- 

*  fed  to  admit  him:  upon  the  other  hand,  if  it  ap- 

*  peared  that  he  had  not  folicited  his  difcharge,  but 

*  was  willing  to  continue  in  the  fervice,  the  board 
*•  has  fent  him  back  to  the  regiment,  with  orders  to 
^  his  officer  to  receive  him. 

*  As  to  the  high  roads  made  through  the  High- 
'  land3  of  Scotland^  they  are  certainly  of  great  ufe 
'  not  only  to  that  country,  but  to  the  whole  nation  ; 
'  becaufe  of  the  eafy  accefs  that  is  thereby  made  to 

*  and  from  that  country,  and  the  expence  will  appear 

*  to  be  very  fmall,  when  compared  with  the  great 

*  charges   that  have  formerly  been    brought  in  for 

*  marching  detachments  through  that  country.  One 

*  would  be   ilirprized  to   fee  the  diflerence  between 

*  the  fums  charged  for  the  making  of  thofe  roads, 
'  and   the   vafl   fums  charged    for  fome  of  thofe 

*  marches  ;  and  whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to  com- 

*  pare  them  together,  muft  grant,  tlut  the  honoura- 

I    2  *b]e 
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*  ble  gentleman  who  had  the  diredion  of  makino- 

*  thofc  roads,  has  taken  the  utmoft  care  to  fee  the 
'  dcfign  executed  in  the  mod  fiithful  and  frugal 
'  manner,  and  that  he  has  thereby  done  a  piece  of 
'  fignal  fervice  to  his  country  and  to  pofterity.' 

Mr.  Puher  Mr.  Fultemy,  <  Sir,  I  doubt  not  but  all  necelTarv 
precautions  are  taken  at  prefent  as  to  the  admit- 
'  ting  of  pcnfioners  upon  that  college ;  but  whatever 
'  flri6lnefs  may  be  obferved  in  the  inquiries  as  to 
'  that  affair,  there  may  notwithftanding  now  and 
'  then  an  impofition  happen  to  be  made.     I  believe 

*  the  inquiries  were  as  ftridl  formerly  as  they  are 

*  now,  yet  I  know  that  fome  years  ago  there  was 
'  one  fellow  got  himfelf  admitted  a  penfioner,  as 
'  having  had  two  of  his  ribs  broke  by  a  cannon-ball, 

*  though  it  was  afterwards  difcovered   that  the  tel- 

*  low's  ribs  were  broke  by  a  fall  from  a  houfe,  v/hen 

*  he  was  ferving  the  builders  as  a  day-labourer.  The 
'  roads  made  in  the  Highlands  may  be  very  good, 

*  that  country  may  be  thereby  rendered  accefTible  ; 

*  but  certainly,  the  more  eafy  accefs  is  made  thereto, 

*  the  lefs  neceflary  it  is  to  keep  up  the  independent 

*  companies :  fince  we  have  been  at  the  expence  of 

*  making  the  country  accefTible,  we  may  be  relieved 
'  from  the  charge  of  maintaining  thofe  companies. 

*  I  believe  if  the  cafe  were  examined  into,  there  is 

*  not  fo  much  money  raifed  for  the  public  fervice 
'  in  all  that  country,  as  will  pay  only  thofe  inde- 

*  pendent  companies,  and  I  do  not  fee  any  reafon 

*  why  the  reft  of  the  nation  fhould  be  put  to  any 
'  farther  expence  that  way  ;  I  have  not  as  yet  heard 
'  any  reafon  given  for  it,  nor  has  there  any  anfwer 

*  been    made    to    my   objedlion   againft    that  ar- 

*  tide  of  the  public  accounts.     I  know  that  when 

*  accounts  have  been  demanded  of  the  produce  of 

*  any  branch  of  the  revenue  in  that  country,  a  right 
'  honourable  perfon  has  been  fometimes  pleafed  to 

^  be 
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'  be  facetious,  and  anfwer  in  the  Exchequer  term, 
*■  Nitchils  ;  but  fuch  affairs  are  a  little  too  ferious  to 
'  be  made  a  joke  of.  I  have  no  gneat  reafon  atpre- 
'  fent  to  expect  any  reduction  in  our  ftanding  army  : 
'  But  before  I  leave  this  fubjedl,   I  mull  beg  leave 

*  to  add,  that  if  ever  this  nation  does  arrive  at  the 
'  happinefs  of  feeing  a  reduction,  I  hope  his  Ma- 
'  jelly  will  take  care  that  intire  corps  fhall  be  redu- 
'  ced  ;  for  when  a  reduction  is  made  in  the  method 
'  lately  obferved,  that  is,  by  difbanding  'io  many 
'men  per  company,  the  old  men  only  are  dif- 
'  charged,  and  as  foon  as  they  are  difcharged  as  fol- 
'  diers,  they  enter  as  penfioners  upon  Chelfen-Colh'ge^ 
'  fo  that  the  public  can  never  lave  much  by  any  fuch 
'  reduftion.' 

Sir  Robert  Walpole.     '  Sir,  I  am  fiirprizsd  to  hear  sir  P-ohrt 
'  objedlions  made  againfl  the  articles  now  mention- /f^e^'/hf  ' 
'  ed  ♦,  they  really  feem  to  be  made  for  the  fake  of 
'  humour  only  ;  every  one  of  the  articles  that  have 
'  been  objeded  againll,  is  in  itfelf  fo  necellliry,  and 
'  fo  much  care  has  been  taken  in  every  one  of  them 

*  to  reduce  the  public  expence  as  low  as  pofTible, 
'  that  it  would  feem  as  if  gentlemen  were  rcfolved 
'  to  find  fault  with  fomething.     As  to  the  article  of 

*  Cbelfea-College^  I  am  perfuaded,  that  all  polTible 
'  care  has  been  taken  to  fave  the  public  money  •,  no 

*  man  has  been  lately  admitted,  but  one  who  ap- 

*  peared  plainly  to  be  either  a  man  who  was  grown 
'  old  or  infirm,  or  one  who  was  actually  difabled 
'  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  -,  fuch  furely  are  ob- 
'  jecls  of  the  public  charity ;  and  no  man  who  has 

*  a  regard  for  the  fervice,  or  for  the  honour  of  his 
'  country,  will  grudge  a  poor  fubfiflence  to  a  brave 
'  man,  who  by  ferving  the  public  has  rendered  him- 
'  felf  incapable  to  ferve  or  provide    for    himfelf. 

*  Twenty  years  fervice  only  is  not,  it  never  was  a 

*  qualification  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  intitle  a  man  to 
'  be  admitted  as  a  penfioner  upon  Chelfea-College  ; 

I  3  '  befides 
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*  befides  his  fervice,  every  man  who  comes  to  be  ad- 

*  mitted,  muft  have  a  regular  difcharge   from  his 

*  officer  ♦,  and  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  any  offi- 
'  cer  will  difcharge  a  brave  old  foldier,  as  long  as 
'  he  is  in  any  way  fit  for  fervice,  even  though  he  were 
'  to  lofe  nothing  by  fuch  a  difcharge  ;  but  we  know 
'  that  an  officer  is  a  real  lofer  by  every  difcharge 
•^  he  grants.  What  is  allowed  for  levy-money  is  al- 
^  ways  paid  to  the  officer,  whether  he  has  an  occa- 

*  fion  for  any  recruits  or  no  -,  If  he  has  no  occafion 
"•  for  recruits,  he  puts  it  in  his  own  pocket  ;  and  if 

*  the  recruiting  of  his  regiment  come  to  more  mo- 

*  ney  in  a  year  than  the  allowance  will  anfwer,  he 
^  muft  pay   the  furplus  out  of  his  own  pocket.  Can 

*  we  then  imagine  that  any  officer  will  difcharge  an 
'  able  and  a  difciplined  foldier,  and  thereby  put 
'  himfelf  to  a  great  charge  for  a  new  man  to  be 

*  put  in  his  ftead,  befides  the  trouble  and  fatigue 

*  which  the    officer  muft  undergo  to  fee  fuch  new 

*  men  trained  up  to  difcipline  ?  Such  a  fuppofition 

*  plainly  appears  to  be  unreafonable. 

'^  Mt  is  very  true,  Sir,  that  when  I  came  firft  into 
"-  the  board  for  Cbelfea  hofpital,  which  was  foon  after 
'^  the  late  Queen's  death,  there  was  a  ftrid:  fcru^ 
'  tiny  into  the  affairs  of  that  hofpital,  and  by  the 
'■  confequences,  fuch  fcrutiny  appeared  to  be  necefla- 

*  ry ;  for  though  we  found  the  accounts  all  fettled 

*  and  ftgned  by  the  former  commiffioners,  yet  upon 
'  examination  we  difcovered,  that  there  were  no  lefs 

*  than  7000  names  put  upon  the  lift  of  Chelfea  pen- 

*  fioners,  more  than  we  could  poffibly  find  perfons  to 

*  anfwer  to,  and  a  great  many  of  thofe  perfons  who 
'  did  anfwer  to  the  names  put  upon  the   lift  were 

*  Irijh^  who  had  no  title  to  have  been  admitted  into 

*  that  hofpital ;  yet  if  the  change  had  not  happened 

*  at  that  time,  it   is  certain  that  the  whole    money 

*  charged  would  have  been  advanced  and  paid  to 
""  che  perfons  that  were  principally  concerned  in  in- 

'  fertins 
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'  ferting  fo  many   forgeries  into   that    lift  :  From 

*  thence  we  may  judge  how  neceflary  a  fcnitiny  was 

*  at  that  time,  and  what  a   large    fum   of  money 

*  was  faved  to  the  public  by  fuch  fcrutiny.     This, 

*  Sir,  was  one  of  the  dark  pieces  of  management  in 

*  that  adminillration,  which  never  could  be  cleared 
'up-,  atleaft,  it  was  never  publickly  avowed  what 

*  was  meant  thereby.  I  remember  likewife,  that  at 
'  the  time  of  that  fcrutiny,  there  was  a  great  reduc- 

*  tion  among  the  letter- men,  yet  that  is  no  argument 

*  that  it  is  not  neceflary  to  have  any  letter-men  at 

*  all;   it  is  but  reafonable  that  fome  poor  fellows, 

*  who  have  ferved  long  as  ferjeants  or  corporals  of 

*  horfe,  or  gentlemen  cadees,  who  have  had  the  mif- 

*  fortune  to  be  difabled  in  the  fervice,  iliould  be 
'  allowed  fome  fort  of  diftinftion,  and  have  a  little 
'  more  pay  than  a  common  foldier,  efpecially  con- 
'  fidering  that  fuch  an  allowance  cofts    the  public 

*  but  a  mere  trifle. 

*  As  to  the  roads  made  through  the  Highlands,  I 

*  have  heard  them  fo  much  applauded  by  every 
'  body  without  doors,  and  the  lum  charged  upon 
'  that  account  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  I  vyondcr  ro 

*  hear  any  member  of  this  houfe  take  notice   of  it. 

*  That  there  was  a  necefllty  for  making  fuch  roads, 

*  muft  be  evident  to  every  man  who  confiders  the 

*  circumilances  of  the  nation,  and  of  that  country 

*  in  particular.  It  is  well  known,  that  whenever 
'  any  defign  was  fet  on  foot  againft  the  government, 

*  or  any   invafion  intended,   the  firft  fcene  has  been 

*  always  laid  in  that  country  i  that  country  was  for- 
'  merly  fo  inacceffible,  that  the  enemies  of  the  go- 
«  vernment  could  fafely  land  or  rendezvous  there, 

*  and  could  eafily  defend  themfelves  till  they  found 
«  an  opportunity  of  coming  down  to  the  low-coun- 

*  try,  and  raifing  a  difturbance  through  the  whole 
'  nation.  It  is  very  true,  that  the  men  of  that 
'  country  are  but  men  •,  they  are  in  themfelves  no 

I  4  •  better 
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'  better  than  other  men,  and  were  terrible  only  be- 
'  ciiiL'  rht:'y  coiilJ  not  be  come  at  -,  from  iheir  inac- 

*  cciTible  country  they  made  inroads,  and  j-lundered 
'  their  neighbours,  and  when  a  fufficient  iorcc  was 
'  railed  againft  them,  they  retired  a^ain  and  took 
'  fnelter  among  their  inacccfTible  rocks  and  moun- 
'  rains,  where  it  was  impoO^ble  to  come  at  them  ; 
'  tliis  only  made  them  terrible:  but  by  the  highways 
'  that  are  now  made,  this  caufe  of  terror  is  remo- 
'  ved  ;  their  neighbours  are  made  eafy,  and  that 
'  country  will  no  longer  be  a  fafe  landing  or  para- 
'  ding  place  for  thofe  who  come  to  attack  us,  nor 

*  will  it  be  a  fafe  refuge  for  thole  who  fly  from  the 
'  Jtiftice  of  the  nation. 

'  Though  thefe  roads  be  now  finifhed,  and 
'  brought  to  a  perfection  far  beyond  what  could 
'  have  been  expeded  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  or  for  fo 
'  fmailafum,  yet,  Sir,  the  independent  companies 

*  arc  not  thereby  rendered  unneceflary  ;  I  have  been 
'  informed  by  every  perfon  who  has  been  in,  or 
'  knows  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  the  people 
'  who  are  the  inhabitants  thereof,  that  the  keeping 
'  of  thofe  independent  companies  in  the  country  is 
'  by  tjiuchthe  bed  method  of  keeping  the  people  in 
'  order  :  and  if  thofe  companies  were  to  be  difband- 
'  ed,  and  the  fervice  was  to  be  performed  by  detach- 
'  ments  from  the  regiments  in  the  low  country,  I 

*  am  fure  the  public  would  fave  nothing  ;  for  not- 
'  withdanding  of  the  highways  that  are  now  made, 
'  the  marching  of  thofe  detachments  backwards  and 
'  forwards,  and  the  fending  them  provifions,  which 

*  muff  be  all  fent  from  places  in  the  low  country  at 
'  a  great  diflance,  would  coll  the  public  full  as 
'  much,  if  not  more,  every  year,  than  the  maintain- 
'  ing  of  thofe  fix  independent  companies  now  a- 
'  mounts  to.  As  for  what  money  may  be  returned 
'  from  that  country  for  the  public  fervice,  I  do  not 
'   know  ;   but  it   is  v/ell  kiM^wn  that  every  part  of 

*  that  country  pays  the  land-tax,  and  every  other 

•  '  tax 
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tax  which  they  are  fubjedred  to  by  the  articles  of 
the  union-,  and  confequently,  they  muft  certainly 
bear  a  part  of  the  pubhc  charge,  and  have  from 
thence  a  juft  title  to  be  protected  and  defended, 
as  well  as  any  other  part  of  the  nation  :  North 
Britain  is  a  part  of  Britain^  as  well  as  South  Britain 
is  ;  it  is  the  fame  country,  and  I  hope  in  all  the 
refolutions  of  this  houfe  it  will  always  be  looked 
on  as  fuch.' 

The  committee  came  at  laft  to  the  followins;  refo- 
lutions, which  upon  the  report  made  on  the  i'uefday 
:hercafter,  w^ere  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  viz, 

I/?,  That  a  fum  not  ejcceeding  160,214/.  4  j.  Refolutions 
II  d.  be  granted  to  his  Majefly  for  maintaining  hisfuppi^y.  "^ 
Majefiy's   forces  and  garifons  in    the  plantations, 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar^  and  for  provifions  for  the 
garifons    at  Annapolis- Roy al^  Canfo,  Placentia  and 
Gibraltar^  for  the  year  1732. 

2d^  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  25,348  /.  is.  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  account  for  out-penfio- 
ners  oi  Chelfea-Hofpiial^  far  the  year  1732. 

3^,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  11,258  /.  10^.  and 
%\d,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  defraying  feveral 
extraordinary  expences  and  fervices  incurred  in  the 
year  1731,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament. 

On  the  id  of  February  the  houfe  of  Commons  or-  order  as  to 
dered,  that  the  proper  officer  fhould  lay  before  their  ^^'^^/"g'" 
houfe  all  fuch  proceedings,  papers  and  other  inftru-  eftate. 
ments,  as  he  had  in  his  cuftody,  relating  to  the  fale 
of  the  eftates  of  James  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater. 

On  the  3  J,  feveral  petitions  were  prefented  to  the  Petition  of 
houfe  againft  the  fugar  colony  bill ;  after  which,  Sir^^'jJ^t/l'^l 
'Thomas  Robinfon  prefented  to  the  houfe,  a  petition  oi  thn. 
the  proprietors  of  the  Charitable  Corporation^  for  re- 
lief 
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lief  of  induftrious  poor,  by  afllfting  them  with  fmall 
fums  upon  pledges  at  legal  interefl,  affembled  in  their 
general  court,  complaining,  *  That  by  the  notorious 
'  breach  of  truft  in  feveraj  perfons,  to  whom  the 

*  care  and  management  of  their  affairs  was  commit- 

*  ted,  the  faid  corporation  had  been  defrauded  of 

*  the  greateft  part  of  their  capital,  amounting  to  fe- 
'  veral  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  and  that  all  the 
'  petitionerswere  become  great  fufferers  thereby,  and 

*  many  of  them  reduced  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  mi- 

*  fery  and  difbrefs  ;  and  alledging,  that  fome,  who 

*  had  been  guilty  of  thefe  frauds,  had  tranfported 
•=  themfelves  to  parts  beyond  the  feas,  and  carried 
^  with  them  fome  of  the  books  and  effedis  of  the  faid 
'  corporation  ;  and  that  there  was  great  reafon  to 

*  believe,  fuch  an  immenfe  fum  of  money  could  not 

*  have  been  imbezzled  without  the  connivance  and 
'  participation  of  others,  who  continued  here ;  and 
'  that  the  petitioners  were  unable  to  come  at  the 

*  knowledge  of  their  combinations,  or  to  bring  theni 

*  to  juflice,   without  the  aid  of  the  power  and  autho- 

*  rity  of  that  houfe ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
'  houfe  would  vouchfafe  to  inquire  into  the  (late  of 

*  the  faid  corporation,  and  the  conduct  of  thofe  who 
'  had  the  care  and  management  of  their  affairs,  and 

*  would  give  fuch  relief  to  the  petitioners  as  to  the 
'  houfe  fhould  feem  meet.*  Which  petition  being 
read  ; 

^'r  ?f"       ^^-  ^g^^^^orpe  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  effed 

ipeech.       as  follows,  viz,  *  Sir,  I  am  perfuaded  that  this  pe- 

'  tition  will  be  received  in  a  manner  deferving  of  the 

*  unhappy  cafe  of  the  fufferers,  and  of  thejufticeof 

*  this  houfe  :  I  can  hardly  fufpedl  that  any  Gentle- 

*  man  that  has  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this 

*  houfe,  will  oppofe   giving  all  the  relief  we  can 

*  to  fuch  a  number  of  unhappy  people,  who  have 
'  been  fo  much  cheated  and  injured  -,  yet  becaule  I 
^  have  heard  it  whifpered  without  doors,  that  we 

'  ought 


A.  1732.         DEBATES.  123 

*  ought  not  to  receive  this  petition,  upon  account,  as 

*  is  pretended,  that  the  common  leal  was  not  regu- 

*  larly  affixed  thereto;  I  think  it  neceflary  to  take 
'  fome  notice  of  that  objedion,  in  cafe  any  luch  be 

*  to  be  made.    I  muft  fay,  that  if  there  be  any  irre- 

*  gularity  as  to  the  affixing  the  pubhc  Teal  of  that 
^-  company  to  this  petition,  it  is  in  my  opinion  fo  far 
'  from  being  an  obje6lion  to  our  receiving  the  peti- 
'  tion,  that  it  is  a  very  ftrong  reafon  for  it.  If  there 
'  be  any  fault  in  form,  it  is  the  fault  of  thofe  who 
^  had  the  keeping  of  the  common  feal,  and  as  they 
'  may  perhaps  be  fome  of  thofe  again  ft  whom  the 
'  complaint  is  made,  and  who  may,  upon  inquiry, 
'  be  found  by  this  houfe  to  be  the  guilty  perfons  •,  we 
'  are  therefore  to  look  upon  any  negledt  in  form  to 

*  be  a  wilful  fault,  and  a  plot  laid  for  preventing  the 
'  truth's  being  brought  to  light:  fuch  plots,  will,  I' 
'  hope,  be  always  defeated  by  the  wifdom  of  this 

*  houfe,  and  whenever  it  can  be  difcovered  that  any 

*  frauds    have   been    committed,    or   any  indiret^ 

*  pra6tices  ufed  by  thofe  who  have  the  keeping  of 
'  any  common  feal,  this  houfe  will,  I  hope,  make 

*  ufe  of  that  power  with  which  it  is  by  our  confti- 
*-tution  inverted,  for  dete6ling  and  punifliing  the 

*  criminals :  For  my  own  parr,  I  always  was  for  en- 

*  couraging  the  defign  upon  which  this  corporation 
'  was  at  firft  eftablifhed  ;  people  may  call  it  chari- 

*  table  or  no,  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  I  always  looked 

*  upon  it  as  an  adl  of  charity,  to  let  neceffitous  per- 
'  fons  have  money  to  borrow  upon  eafier  terms  than 
^  they  could  have  it  elfewhere.  Money,  like  other 
'  things,  is  but  a  commodity  ;  and  in  the  way  01 

*  dealing,  the  ufe  thereof,  as  well  as  of  other  things^ 
'  is  looked  upon  to  be  worth  as  much  as  people  can 
'  get  for  it  J  if  this  corporation  let  neceffitous  peo- 
'  pie  have  the  ufe  of  their  money  at  a  cheaper  rate  thar. 
'  any  other  perfon  would  lend  money  at,  they  wert 
'  certainly  ufeful  to  the  public,  and  were  in  fo  far  to 
'-  be  reckoned  a  Charitable  Corporation  •,  and  if  tliey 
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'  had  afked  more  than  what  was  ufual  to  be  given, 
'  they  could  not  have  had  any  cuftomers ;  the  defign 

*  was  therefore  in  itfeJf  good  and  ufeful  \  but  the  bet- 

*  ter  the  defign  was,  the  more  thofe  perfons  deferve 

*  to  be  punilhed,  who  by  their  frauds  have  dilap- 

*  pointed  the  public,  of  reaping  the  benefit  which 
'  might  have  accrued  by  an  honcfl:  and  faithful  exe- 
'  cution  of  fo  good  an  undertaking.' 

Sir  rhiimat  S^r  Thomas  Rohinfo?t.  *-  There  is  no  doubt,  Sir, 
Rohhhn's  '  but  that  a  great  many  frauds  have  been  committed 
^"  *  '  in  the  afi^iir  now  before  us  ;  fo  large  a  fum  of  mo- 
'  ney  could  not  have  been  loft  in  fo  fliort  a  time  by 
'  the  grea-ttfi:  misfortunes  that  pofTibly  could  have 
'  happened,  nor  could  the  greateft  mifmanagement 
'  reduce  fjch  a  capital  to  nothing   in  fo   few  years, 

*  without  fome  fraud  at  bottom  \  and  as  matters  now 
'  ftand,  every  man  who  had  any  hand  in  this  un- 

*  lucky  affair,  is  accufed  by  the  general  voice  of  the 

*  people  ;  every  man  concerned  is  prefumed  to  have 
'  been  a  partaker  in  the  crime,  and  the  innocent  fuf- 
'  fer  in  their  chara6lers,  as  well  as  in  their  eftates, 
'  by  the  frauds  of  the  guilty.  As  the  capital  ftock 
'  of  this  corporation  was  divided   among  a  great 

*  number  of  proprietors,  the  fufferers  by  thefe  frauds 
'  mud  be  very  numerous,  and  among  them  there 
'  are  without  doubt  a  great  many  who  are  quite  un- 
'  done  5  it  is  enough  to  move  the  compafiion  of  any 
'  man,  to  think  that  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  have 

*  been   bred  to  an  affluent  fortune,  fliould   thus  at 

*  once  be  reduced  to  mifery  and  uarving,  and  that 
'  without  any  fault  of  their  own,  but  merely  by  the 
'  frauds  or  by  the  ncgled  of  thofe,  to  whom  tliey 
'  had  intrufted  the  management  of  their  efiates :  This 
'  is  a  caf ,  Sir,   that  deferves  to  be  inquired  into  in 

*  an  extraordinary  manner  •,  fuch  innocent  fufivrers 

*  deferve  the  moft  fpeedy  redrefs  that  the  juilice  of 
'  this  nation  can  admit  of-,  it  would  be  cruelty  to 
'  iceave  it  to  the  ordinary  forms,  or  to  fubjedt  ir  to 

'  the 
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'  the  long  delays  that  neceflarily  attend  the  ordinary 

*  courfe  of  juftice  •,  and  therefore  I  hope  no  member 
'  of  this  houfe  will  refufe  to  give  ear  to  the  juft  com- 
'  plaint  of  the  petitioners,  or  appear  to  be  againll: 
'  giving  them  all  the  redrcfs  that  can  be  given  in  a 
'  Parli^imentary  method  of  proceeding.  There  are, 
'  I  think,   three  things  that  muft  come  under  our 

*  conGderation  in  the  prefent  cafe  :  Firjh  v/e  mull 

*  endeavour  to  relieve,  as  much  as  poiTible,  thofewho 
'  are  the  unlucky  fufferers  in  this  affiiir  :    Secondlvy 

*  We  muft  endeavour  as  much  as  we  can,  to  difco- 

*  ver  thofe  who  are  really  guilty,  and  punilh  them 
'  as  feverely  as  their  crimes  deferve  :  And,  'Thirdlyy 
'  We  muft  endeavour  to  vindicate  the  characters  of 
'  thofe  who  are  innocent,  and  who  at  prefent  fuffcr 
'  by  bjing  blended  with  thofe  that  are  guilty.  Thef.: 
'  thin2;s  demand  a  moft  ftridl  and  a  moft  exa6l  fcru- 

*  riny  into  the  management  of  the  affliirs  of  this  cor- 
'  poration  \,  and  therefore  this  petition  ought  not  only 
'  to  be  referred  to  a  committee,  but  to  a  feled  com- 
'  mittee  of  a  certain  number  of  members  to  be  chofe 
'  by  ballot,  v/hich  committee  ought  to  be  a  com- 
'  mittee  of  fecrecy.' 

Captain  Vernon  agreed  in  every  thing  to  what  Sir 
Thomas  had  moved  for,  except  as  to  the  committee's 
being  a  committee  of  fecrecy  ;  in  which  he  v/as  fc- 
conded  by   Mr.  H j,  who  faid,   '  Th.\t  a  public  Ut.h — »»5 

*  committee  would  be  more  for  the  purpofe,  becaufe  ^^^^^^' 
'  in  fuch  cafe  he  and  every  other  gentleman  of  the 

'  houfe  who  could  give  them  any  information,  could 
'  then  attend,  and  could  know  what  they  v/erc  about, 
'  by  which  they  would  learn  how  to  allift  the  com- 
'  mittee  in  making  difcoveries,  and  clearing  up  fa<5ls 
'  which  they  might  be  in  a;iy  doubt  about.     He 

*  faid  farther,  that  as  to  the  management,  he  could 
'  not  but  take  notice  of  one  fiid:  which  to  him  ap- 
'  peared  fumething  extraordinary  :  He  had  difco- 

'  ver;;d» 
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*  vercd,  he  faid,  that  at  one  time  there  were  bonds 
'  or  notes  of  that  corporation  ilTued  to  the  value  of 

*  about  120,000/.  about  which  time  the  Tork-Build- 
'  ings  flock  rofe  from  18  or  19  to  36  or  thereabouts 

*  per  Cent.  This  fudden  rife,  he  beheved,  wasprin- 
'  cipally  owing  to  the  bonds  and  notes  of  the  Chari- 

*  table  Corporation^  which  at  that  time  went  about 

*  current  and  in  great  plenty  in  Change- Alley ^ 

^xrmert        Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  Dennis  Bond  faid,    '  That  as 

fpeech*      *  ^h^y  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  misfortune  to  be  named  as  mana- 

'  gers  of  the  affairs  of  that  corporation,  they  thought 

*  themfelves  obliged  to  fay  fomething  upon  thepre- 

*  fent  occafion  :  they  were  both  very  confiderable 

*  proprietors,  and  confequently  were  very  great  fuf- 

*  ferers ;  but  though  they  had  been  named  as  mana- 
'  gers,  yet  they  were  but  feldom  there,  and  knew 

*  very  little  of  what  was  done.' 

flidGrlne      ^^^  Archibald  Grant  faid,  '  That  as  he  likewife  had 
fpecch.       '  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  manager,  he  thought 

*  himfelf  obliged  to  fay  fomething  to  the  affair  then 

*  before  them  :  that  he  alfo  was  a  very  confiderable 

*  proprietor,  had  no  lefs  than  1500  ihares  of  their 
'  capital    in  his  own  right,   which  had  coft  him 

*  above   8000  /.      That  he  was  very  willing   the 

*  management  fhould  be  inquired  into,  becaufe  he 

*  hoped  the  fraudulent  and  deceitful  would  thereby 

*  be  diflinguifhed  from  thofe  who  had  been  deceived 

*  and  impofed  upon.* 

Other  *  Several  gentlemen  fpoke  for  the  committee's 

ipeeehes,     c  being  a  fecret  committee,  becaufe  it  had  been  al- 

*  waysobferved,  that  fuch  committees  made  themoft 

*  narrow  and  the  moft  fpeedy  inquiry  into  the  affairs 

*  that  had  been  referred  to  them  :  If  every  member 
^  had  a  liberty  of  coming  there,  it  would  occafion 
^  fuchdiflurbance,  and  fo  many  delays,  that  it  would 
^  be  impoffible  for  the  committee  to  finiih  their  re- 

*  port. 
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^  port,  or  for  the  houfe  to  give  any  relief  to  the  iin- 

'  happy  fufferers,  during  that  feflron  of  Parliament : 

'  and  its  being  a  committee  of  fecrecy,  could  not  be 

*  any  lofs  as  to  their  getting  all  poffible  information 

*  from  the  other  members  of  the  houfe,  who  could 
'  make  any  difcoveries  ;  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 

*  mittee  would  be  known,  and  it  was  to  be  pre- 
'  fumed,  that  every  member  that  could  make  any 

*  difcoveryof  confequence,  would  immediately  give 

*  informadon  thereof  to  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 

*  the  committee.* 

After  which  debate,  the  houfe  came  to  the  follow-  Refoiutior.?, 
ing  refolutions  without  any  divifion  or  oppofuion, 
viz.  ijl.  That  the  petition  fhould  be  referred  to  the 
confideration  of  a  committee.  2d,  That  the  num- 
ber of  the  committee  fhould  be  21.  3^,  That  the 
committee  ihould  be  chofen  by  way  of  ballotting. 
Then  the  motion  was  made,  and  the  queflion  pur. 
That  the  committee  fhould  be  a  committee  of  fecrecy. 
Upon  which  the  houfe  came  to  a  divifion,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  212  againft  132, 

Upon  the  4th  day  of  Februarys  Mr.  Docminique  Papers  pre- 
(from  the  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations)  ^^"^**^* 
prefented  to  the  houfe  (purfuant  to  their  addrefs  to 
his  Majefty)  copies  of  luch  reprefentations  and  pa- 
pers, as  had  been  laid  before  the  faid  Commiffio- 
ners, fmce  the  then  lad  fefTion  of  Parliament,  re- 
lating to  the  difpute  between  his  Majefty's  fugar  co- 
lonies, and  the  northern  colonies  in  America  \  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  to  beperufed  by 
the  members  of  the  houfe. 


Upon  this  occafion  we  think  it  proper  to  infert  the  Reprefema 
following  reprefentation  from  the  commiflioners  for '^^^^^ ^^^^f^ 
trade  and  plantations,  which  was  not  prefented  till  n^rs  for 
the  17th-,  but  as  it  may  give  fome  light  into  thc^""^"* 

above 
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above  difpute,  we  have  thought  proper  to  infert  it 
here. 

To  the  Honourable .  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  ajfemble-d, 

HI  S  Majefty  having  been  pleafed,  upon  the  ad- 
drefs  of  this  honourable  houfe  (by  his  order 
bearing  date  the  9th  day  oi'  June  lad)  to  dired  the 
commifTioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  to  prepare 
a  reprefentation  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  this  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  of  the  ftate  of  his  Majefty 's  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America^  with  refpedl  to  any 
'  Jaws  made,  manufadures  fet  up,  and  trade  carried 
on  there,  which  may  affedt  the  trade,  navigation, 
and  manufactures  of  this  kingdom  : 

We  did  forthwith  fend  circular  letters  to  all  the 
governors  of  the  Britijh  colonies  in  America^  direct- 
ing them  to  tranfmit  an  exaCt  and  particular  ac- 
count of  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  faid  order, 
that  we  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  make  a  punc- 
tual and  authentic  return  upon  proper  vouchers  co  the 
houfe. 

But  by  the  addrefs  upon  this  fubje6l  (which  was 
moved  very  late  the  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament)  hav- 
ing been  again  repeated  the  15th  of  laft  month  ;  we 
thought  it  our  duty  to  inform  the  houfe  of  the  true 
flate  of  this  matter,  and  to  take  their  fenfe  in  what 
manner  the  board  fhould  condudt  themfelves  upon 
this  occafion,  viz.  Whether  the  houfe  would  accept 
of  fuch  report  as  we  are  able  to  make  from  the 
books  and  papers  in  our  office,  or  wait  the  returns 
from  the  governors  of  the  Britijh  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica. 

And  it  feeming  to  be  the  fenfe  of  this  houfe,  that 
the  board  fhould  make  fuch  a  report  as  they  were 
then  able  to  draw  up  from  the  books  and  papers  in 
their  office;  we  have  accordingly  done  fo,  having 

fince 
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fince  that  time  received  returns  from  Maryland^ 
Ncw-l^Grk^  hiew-Rp.gldndy  South-Carolina,  Rhode^ 
Jfiand}^  and  Jamaica^  whereupon  we  humbly  re- 
preient  : 

That  it  being  required  to  lay  before  this  houfe,  a 
ftate  of  his  Majeily's  colonies  in  America,  with  re-  - 
fpedl  to  any  laws  made,  nianufad:ures  fet  up,  or 
trade  carried  on  there,  detrimental  to  the  trade,  na- 
vigation or  manufiidluresof  Gr^^;  Britain  ;  we  fhall 
begin  with  what  regards  the  laws,  and  premife  fome 
particulars  relating  to  the  conftitution  of  the  feveral 
coloniesi  and  to  the  powers  veiled  in  them  for  paffing 
of  laws. 

Many  of  the  Britijh  colonies  \x\  America  are  imme- 
diately under  the  government  of  the  crown,  nansely, 
Nova-Scotia,  ISlew-Hampfiire,  the  Jerfeys,  New-Tork^ 
Virginia,  the  two  Carolina's,  Bermuda,  Bahama  /- 
Jlands,  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  the  Lecivard  Ifiands  *, 
others  are  vefted  in  proprietors,  as  Penfyhania,  Ma- 
ryland, and  not  long  fince  the  Bahama's  and  the  two 
Carolina's  alio  :  There  are  likewife  three  charter  go- 
vernments, the  chief  of  thefe  is  the  Majfachufet's-Bay^ 
commonly  called  Neiv-England  5  the  coniliturion 
whereof  is  of  a  mixed  nature  \  where  the  power  feems 
to  be  divided  between  the  King  and  people,  but  in 
which  the  people  have  much  the  greater  lliare  ;  for 
here  the  people  do  not  only  chufe  the  aflembly,  but 
the  affembly  chufe  the  council  alfo^  and  the  governor 
depends  upon  the  affembly  for  his  annual  fupport, 
which  has  fo  frequently  laid  the  governor  of  this  pro-  - 
vince  under  temptations  of  giving  up  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  and  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain. 

The  remaining  provinces,  Conne5ficut,  Q,nd  Rhode- 
IJland,  are  charter  governments  alfo,  or  rather  cor- 
porations where  almoft  the  whole  power  of  the 
crown  is  delegated  to  the  people  •,  for  they  cliuie  their 
aflembly,  their  council,  and  their  governor  iflcewilc, 
annually,  and  hold  little  or  no  correfpondence  with 
our  office. 

Vol.  X.  K  All 
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All  thefe  colonies  however,  by  their  feveral  con- 
ftitutions,  have  power  of  making  laws  for  their  bet- 
ter government  and  fupport,  provided  they  be  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain^  nor  detri- 
mental to  their  mother  country. 

In  the  Majfachufet^s  Bay  alfo,  if  their  Jaws  are  not 
repealed  within  three  years  after  they  have  been  pre» 
^  fented  to  his  Majefty,  they  are  not  repcalable  by  the 
crown  after  that  time. 

The  provinces  of  Maryland^  Conned  icttt  and  Rhode- 
JJland^  not  being  under  any  obligation  by  their  re- 
fped:ive  conftitutions,  to  return  authentic  copies  of 
their  laws  to  the  crown  for  approbation  or  difal- 
iowance,  or  to  give  any  account  of  their  proceed- 
ings, we  are  very  little  informed  what  is  doing  in 
any  of  thefe  governments. 

All  the  governors  of  colonies  (which  are  under 
appointment)  ought,  within  a  reafonable  time,  to 
tranfmit  home  authentic  copies  of  the  feveral  ads  by 
them  pafTed,  to  go  through  a  proper  examination  ; 
but  are  fometimes  negligent  in  their  duty  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  pafs  temporary  laws  of  lliort  contini..;- 
ance,  that  have  their  full  effeft  before  this  board  can 
acquire  due  notice  of  them  :  Some  attempts  have 
been  made  to  prevent  this  pernicious  pradtice,  and 
many  laws  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  repealed 
on  that  account. 

And  from  the  conftant  difcharge  of  our  duty  here- 
in, it  has  fo  happened,  that  upon  the  mod  diligent 
inquiry  into  all  the  ads  pafTed  in  the  feveral  Britijh 
colonies,  fmce  the  acceffion  of  his  late  Majefty  to  the 
throne,  there  are  none  that  have  yet  come  to  our 
knowledge,  fkill  remaining  unrepealed  or  unexpired, 
which  are  liable  to  objedion,  excepting  thofe  only 
in  the  following  lift,  and  even  againft  them  no  com- 
plaint has  been  made  to  this  board  until  very  lately, 
viz. 

In 


A.  lyp.,        DEBATES.  131 

In  Majfachufet^s  Bay, 
An  a6l  pafTed  in  the  year  1728,  intided,  An  aU 
for  the  encouragement  of  making  -paper. 

This  manufadture  has  hitherto  made  but  a  very 
final  1  progrefs,  and  can  hardly  be  faid  in  a  flri(5l  fcnle 
to  interfere  with  our  own  paper,  becaufe  almoft  all 
the  paper  fcnt  to  New  England  from  hence  is  foreign 
manufadure  \  bilt  it  certainly  interferes  with  the  pro- 
fit made  by  thtBritiJh  merchant  upon  foreign  paper 
fent  to  this  province  ;  however,  no  complaints  have 
ever  been  made  to  us  againll  this  Jaw. 

By  the  return  to  our  circular  letter  from  the  go- 
vernor of  New  Hampjhire^  we  are  informed,  that  an 
a6l  palled  many  years  fince  in  that  province  for  en- 
cc.uraging  of  iron  works,  by  which  the  exportation  of 
iron  ore  is  prohibited;  but  upon  the  moil  diligejit  in- 
quiry, no  fuch  ad  is  to  be  found  in  our  office  ;  and 
we  believe  none  fuch  was  ever  tranfmitted  to  this 
board :  however,  not  knowing  whether  this  adl  might 
not  have  paiTed  fmce  the  late  King's  accefTion,  we 
have  inferted  it  in  this  lift. 

In  NeW'Tork, 
A  law  paffed  in  the  year  1728,  intitled,  An  adi 
to  repeal  fome  parts ^  and  to  continue  and  enforce  other 
purts  of  the  a£l  therein  mentioned^  and  for  granting  fe^ 
veral  duties  to  his  Majefty  for  fupporting  his  govern^ 
mem  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  fron^  the  iji  of  Sep- 
tember,  which  will  be  in  the  year  1733  ;  wherein 
{among  other  duties)  one  was  laid  of  five  ounces  of  plate 
or  forty  fhillings  in  bills  of  credit y  on  every  negroe  im- 
ported from  Africa,  and  a  duty  of  four  pounds  on  ever^ 
negroe  imported  from  any  other  places. 

The  plantations  in  all  times  paft  have  laid  duties 
iipoii  the  importation  of  negroesi  apd  as  the  merchants 

K  2  Jo^ve 
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have  naturally  increafcd  thtir  price  in  proportion  to 
thofe  duties,  ^o  it  is  but  lately  that  complaints  have 
been  made  againfl:  thefe  duties  (unlcfs  they  went  to 
excefsj )  bur  the  board  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  more  tor  the  convenience  of  tlie  trade,  that  thelc 
duties  fhould  for  the  future  be  paid  by  the  purchafer, 
than  by  the  importer;  and  his  Majelly  has  (upon 
our  reprefentation)  been  plealed  to  fend  an  inltruc- 
tion  to  all  the  governors  in  America. 

By  the  charter  of  Penfyhania  it  has  already  bee.n 
obferved,  that  the  proprietor  is  obliged  to  offer  the 
laws  of  the  province  to  the  crown  for  approbation 
or  difallowance,  within  five  years  after  they  are  paf- 
fed  ;  and  if  his  Majelty  does  not  think  fit  to  repeal 
them  in  fix  months  from  .lie  time  they  are  fo  offered, 
.  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  repeal  them 
afterwards;  but  fince  the  year  1715,  this  article  of 
the  charter  has  been  evaded,  and  the  laws  of  this 
province  have  not  been  tranfmitted  to  this  board 
(except  occafionally  an  a6l  or  two)  fo  that  we  are 
not  enabled  to  lay  a  ftatc  of  the  laws  of  this  province 
before  the  houfe. 

That  upon  a  late  petition  to  his  Majefty  from  the 
merchants  of  London^  in  behalf  of  themfclves  and 
others,  complaining,  that  as  the  law  now  (lands  in 
fome  of  the  colonies,  his  fubjc6ts  refiding  in  Great 
'  Britain  are  left  without  any  remedy  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  juil  debts,  or  have  fuch  only  as  is  very 
partial  and  precarious ;  as  alfo  that  in  leveral  of  the 
faid  colonies  and  plantations,  greater  and  higher  du- 
ties and  impofitions  are  laid  on  the  fhips  and  goods 
belonging  to  his  fubjeCls  in  Great  Britain^  than  on 
the  goods  and  fhips  of  perfons  inhabiting  the  faid 
'colonies  and  plantations. 

The  faid  merchants  being  defired  to  acquaint  the 

board,  whether  they  knew  of  any  particular  laws  in 

the  colonies  againfl  which  they  had  rcafon  to  objedl  ; 

they  did  deliver  to  us  a  iifl  of  laws,  wherein  the /aid 

^CGk)nies  appear  to  have  been  very  partial  in  their 

own 
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own  fiivour  ;  in  fome  of  them,  exempting  their 
ptirfons  from  arrefts  ;  in  others,  giving  a  preference 
to  the  inhabitants  before  the  Britijh  merchants  in  the 
recovery  of  debts  and  ena(^ling  duties-,  where  a  lefs 
burden  is  laid  upon  their  own  effedls,  than  upon 
thofe  of  the  Britijh  merchant. 

We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  that  purfuant 
to  an  order  of  the  committee  of  council,  tliis  board 
did  on  the  ^x.\\o{ Decemhcr  1728,  make  a  very  par- 
ticular inquiry  into  the  (late of  the  plantations  at  that 
time  with  refpedl  to  filk,  linnen  and  v;oollcn  manu- 
facftures  eflablifhed  there,  and  having  then  difcourfed 
with  many  perfons  v/ho  had  either  been  governors 
of  fome  of  the  colonies,  or  were  by  other  means  well 
acquainted  with  their  circumilances,  it  appeared  to 
this  board,  and  we  did  accordingly  reprefcnt ; 

That  in  the  colonies  of  New-Englandy  Ne-w-l'orky 
Conne^icut^  Rhode-Ifland^  and  Peyifilvania^  and  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet  in  Maryland,  the  people  had 
fallen  into  the  manufa6lure  of  woollen  and  linnen 
cloth  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  families,  but  we 
could  not  learn  they  had  ever  mani]fi(5lured  any  for 
fale  in  thofe  colonies,  except  in  a  fmall  Indian  town 
in  Penfylvania^  where  fome  Palatines  had  been  lately 
fettled. 

The  reafons  why  thefe  people  had  begun  thi^ma- 
nufadlure,  were; 

id,  That  the  produi^  of  thefe  colonies  being' 
chiefly  ftock  and  grain,  the  eftates  of  the  inhabitants 
depended  wholly  upon  farming,  and  this  could  nor 
be  carried  on  without  a  certain  quantity  of  flieep  ; 
their  wool  would  be  intirely  loft,  were  not  their  fcr- 
vants  employed  at  lei  lure  times  of  the  year,  but 
chiefly  during  the  winter,  in  manufacturing  it  for 
the  ufe  of  their  families. 

2dly,  That  the  flax  and  iiemp  being  likewife  cafily 
raifed,  the  inhabitants  manufactured  them  into  a 
coarfe  fort  of  cloth  bags,  traces  and  haltsr«  for  their 

K   -?  horfes. 
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horfes,  which  they  found  did  more  fervice  than  thofc 
they  had  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

3d]y,  That  thefe  fettlements,  which  were  diftant 
from  water  carriage,  and  reniptely  fituated  in  the 
woods,  had  no  opportunities  of  a  market  for  grain, 
and  therefore  as  they  did  not  raife  more  corn  than 
was  fufficient  for  their  own  ufe,  they  had  the  more 
tPme  to  manufadlure  both  wool  and  flax  for  the  fer- 
vice of  their  families,  and  feemed  to  be  under  a 
greater  neceflity  of  doing  it. 

Upon  ^  farther  inquiry  into  this  matter,  we  do 
not  find,  that  thofe  people  had  the  fame  temptation 
to  go  on  with  thofe  manufadui-es  during  the  time 
that  the  bounty  upon  naval  (lores  fubfifled,  having 
then  encouragement  to  employ  their  leifure  hours  in 
another  way,  and  more  profitably  both  to  themfelves 
and  this  kingdom  ^  for  the  height  of  wages,  and 
great  price  of  labour  in  general  in  America^  made  it 
impr.a<5licable  for  the  people  there  to  manufa6lure 
their  linnen  cloth  at  lefs  than  20  per  Cent,  more  than 
the  rate  in  England^  or  woollen  cloth  at  lefs  than  50 
per  Cent,  dearer  than  that  which  is  exported  from 
hence  for  fale  :  We  conceive  it  is  to  be  wilhed,  that 
fome  expedient  might  be  fallen  upon  to  divert  tlieir 
thoughts  from  undertakings  of  this  nature  ;  fo  much 
the  rather,  becaufe  thofe  manufaclures  in  procefs  of 
time,  might  be  carried  on  in  a  greater  degree,  un- 
lefs  an  early  flop  were  put  to  their  progrefs  ;  and 
the  moft  natural  inducement  that  we  could  think  of 
to  engage  the  people  in  America  to  defift  from  thefe 
purfuits,  was  to  employ  them  in  naval  flores :  Where- 
fore we  take  leave  to  renew  our  repeated  propofals, 
that  a  reafbnable  encouragement  fhould  be  given  for 
the  making,  raifing,  and  manufa(5luring  of  naval 
flores  of  all  kinds  in  the  plantations,  from  whence 
we  might  be  furniihed  in  retttlfn  for  cur  tnanufae- 

ture^. 

Put 
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But  feveral  alterations  have  happened  fince  that 
time  ;  and  by  fuch  lights  as  we  have  been  able  to 
acquire,  we  find  the  trades  carried  on,  and  manu- 
flidlures  (et  up  there,  detrimental  to  the  trade,  navi- 
gation, and  manufa6lure  of  Greaf  Britain, 

The  Hate  of  the  plantations  varying  almoft  every 
year,  more  or  lefs  in  their  trade  and  manufadlures, 
as  well  as  in  other  particulars  ;  we  thought  it  necef- 
fary  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  for  the  difcharge 
of  our  truft  from  time  to  time,  to  fend  certain  ge- 
neral queries  to  the  feveral  governors  in  America^ 
that  we  might  be  the  more  exadlly  informed  of  the 
condition  of  the  faid  plantations,  among  which 
there  were  feveral  that  related  to  their  trade  and  ma- 
nufadtures,  to  which  we  received  the  following  re- 
turns, 

"New-  Hampjhi7'e, 

Colonel  Shute^  governor  of  New-Uampjhire^  in 
his  anfwer  to  the  fame  queries  in  17 19,  fiid.  That 
there  v/ere  no  fettled  manufadures  in  that  province, 
and  that  their  trade  principally  confided  in  lumber 
and  fidi. 

Mdjfachufet^s-Bay  In  New-England. 

Colonel  Sbute  at  the  fame  time  governor  of  the 
MaJ[achufet*s-Bay^  informed  us,  that  in  fome  parts 
of  this  province,  the  inhabitants  worked  up  their 
wool  and  flax,  and  made  an  ordinary  coarfe  cloth 
for  their  own  ufe,  but  did  not  export  any.  That 
the  greateft  part  both  of  the  woollen  and  linnen 
cioathing  that  were  worn  in  this  province,  was  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain,^  and  fometimes  linnen 
^rom  Ireland :  But  confidering  the  excefTive  price 
of  labour  in  New-England^  the  merchants  could  af- 
ford what  was  imported  cheaper,  than  wl>at  was 
made  in  that  countrv. 

K  4  That 
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That  there  were  alfo  a  few  hatters  fet  up  in  the 

maritime  towns,  and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 

leather  ufed  in  that  country,  was  manufadured  among 

themfelves. 

That  there  had  been  for  many  years  fome  iron- 
works in  that  province,  which  had  afforded  the  peo- 
ple iron  for  fome  of  their  necejTary  occafions  ;  but 
that  the  iron  imported  from  Great  Britain  was 
efleemed  much  the  bell,  and  wholly  ufed  by  the 
fhipping. 

That  the  iron  works  of  that  province  were  not 
able  to  fupply  the  20th  part  of  what  was  neccffary 
for  the  ufe  of  the  country. 

J^ew-Tork, 

General  Hunter^  formerly  governor  of  New-Tork^ 
in  his  anfwer  to  the  queries  in  the  year  1720,  in- 
formed us.  That  they  had  no  manufadures  in  that 
province  that  deferved  mentioning,  and  that  the  trade 
confifted  chiefly  in  furs,  whalebone,  oil,  pitch,  tar, 
^nd  provifiQHS. 

J^w-Jerfey- 

General  Hunter^  formerly  governor  of  this  pro- 
vince, alfo  informs  us  in  his  anfwer  to  the  fame 
queries  in  the  Year  1720,  That  ther«  were  in  that 
province  no  manufactures  that  deferve  mentioning, 
and  that  their  trade  was  chiefly  in  provifions  exporc? 
^d  to  NcW'Tgrk  and  Penfylvania. 

Penfyhania, 

Colonel  Hart^  formerly  governor  of  Maryland^ 
who  lived  many  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  government,  in  anfwer  to  the  like  queries  in 
1720,  relating  to  this  province,  faid,  That  their 
chief  trade  lay  in  the  exportation  of  provifions  and 

lumber^ 
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lumber,  and  that  they  had  no  manufadures  eflab- 
lifhed,  their  cloathing  and  utenfils  for  their  houics 
being  all  imported  from  Great  Briiain, 

New-Hampjhire. 

Mr.  Belcher  governor  of  New-Hampjhtre^  in  his 
letter  dated  the  4th  ox  December  lail,  informs  us, 
I'hat  the  woollen  manuhfture  of  that  province  was 
much  lefs  than  formerly,  the  common  lands  on  which 
the  (heep  ufed  to  feed,  being  now  divided  into  par- 
ticular properties,  and  the  people  almoft  wholly 
cloathed  with  woollen  from  Great  Byitain  •,  thattlie 
manufaduring  of  flax  into  linnen  (fomecoarfer,  fomc 
finer)  daily  encreafed  by  the  great  refort  of  people; 
from  Ireland  into  this  province,  who  are  well-skilled 
in  that  bufinefs. 

And  the  chief  tradeof  this  province  continued,  as 
for  many  years  pail,  in  th?  exportation  of  naval  ilores, 
lumber  and  nfli. 

MaJJacbufet'S'Bay  in  New- Engl  and, 

Mr.  Belcher^  the  prefent  governor  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  anfwer  to  the  fame  queries  which  we  fent 
him  in  Jwie  laii,  informs  us. 

That  there  is  a  refolve  of  the  afiembly  of  that 
province  fubfifting,  for  allowing  a  bounty  of  20  s, 
to  all  perfons,  and  10  s.  more  to  J cfm  Powell^  the 
firft  undertaker,  for  every  piece  of  duck  or  canvas 
by  them  made  ;  but  he  does  not  give  us  any  account 
pf  the  quantity  that  has  been  made. 

He  farther  fays,  that  there  are  fome  other  manu- 
fad:ures  carried  on  there  ;  as  the  making  of  brown 
hollands  for  womens  wear,  which  Icflens  the  impor- 
tation of  callicoes,  and  fome  other  fprts  of  India 
gpQc^s  in  that  prpvince. 

That 
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That  there  are  Jikewife  fome  fmall  quantities  of 
cloth  made  of  linnen  and  cotton  for  ordinary  fhirt- 
ing  and  fheeting. 

That  about  three  years  ago,  a  paper-milJ  was  fet 
up,  which  makes  to  the  value  of  about  200  /.  fterl- 
ing  per  annum. 

That  there  are  feveral  forges  for  making  bar  iron, 
and  fome  furnaces  for  cad:  iron,  (or  hollow  ware)  and 
one  flitting  mill,  the  undertaker  whereof  carries  on 
the  manufadlure  of  nails. 

As  to  the  woollen-manufadure,  Mr.  Belcher  fays, 
that  the  country-people,  whoufed  formerly  to  make 
mofi:  of  their  cloathing  out  of  their  own  wool,  do 
not  now  make  a  third  part  of  what  they  wear,  but 
are  moftly  cloathed  with  Britijh  manufactures. 

We  are  likewife  informed  by  fome  letters  of  older 
date  from  Mr.  Belcher^  in  anfwer  to  our  annual  que- 
ries. That  there  are  fome  few  copper-mines  in  this 
province,  but  fo  far  diftant  from  wacer-carriage,  and 
the  ore  fo  poor,  that  it  is  not  worth  the  digging. 

Colonel  Dunbar^  furveyor-general  of  his  Ma  jelly's 
v/oods,  in  his  letter  o^  September  15.  1730,  takes  no- 
tice. That  the  people  of  Nezv- England  have  an  ad- 
vantage, over  thofeof  Gr^^^  Britain  m  the  drawback 
for  all  India  and  other  goods  exported,  which  pay  a 
duty  in  Great  Britain^  and  no  duty  is  paid  upon  im- 
.  porting  them  into  the  plantations.  He  has  likewife 
fent  this  board  feveral  famples  of  edge-tools  made 
in  New-England^  and  in  his  letter  to  our  fecretary  of 
the  4th  of  June  ly^i-t  he  fays  they  have  fix  furnaces, 
and  19  forges,  for  making  iron  in  New-England. 

He  alfo  informs  us  in  his  letter  of  the  19th  of 
Augtift  1730,  That  in  this  province  many  fhips  are 
buiit  for  the  French  and  Spaniards^  in  return  for  rum, 
molafies,  wines,  and  filks,  which  they  truck  there 
by  connivance. 

Thefe  inform.ations  have  been  in  great  meafure 
confirmed  by  Mr,  Jeremiah  Dunbar^  deputy-furveyor 

Qf 
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dF  the  woods  -,  and  alfo  by  Mr.  Thomas  Coram,  a 
perfon  of  reputation,  who  refided  many  years  in 
New-England,  To  which  they  have  added,  that 
great  quantities  of  hats  are  made  in  New-England, 
of  which  the  company  of  hatters  of  London  have 
likewife  lately  complained  to  us  :  And  Mr.  Jere- 
miah Dunbar  farther  fays,  that  great  quantities  of 
hats  made  in  that  province,  are  exported  to  Spain. 
Portugal^  and  our  IVefl-India  Iflands,  and  that  they 
make  all  forts  of  iron-work  for  fliipping  ;  and  that 
there  are  feveral  ftill-houfes  and  fug*r-bakers  eftab- 
lifhed  in  New-England. 

NeW'T'ork, 

Mr.  Rip  Van  Dam,  prefident  of  the  council  of 
this  province,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  O^ober 
laft,  informs  us.  That  there  are  no  manufadures  e- 
ftablifhed  there,  that  can  affedl  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain, 

And  as  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  pro- 
vince, he  acquaints  us  there  is  yearly  imported  into 
NeW'Tork  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  woollen  ma- 
nufadure  of  this' kingdom,  for  their  cloathing,\vhich 
they  fhould  be  render'd  uncapable  to  pay  for,  and 
reduced  to  the  necefTity  of  making  for  themfelves, 
if  they  were  prohibited  from  receiving  from  the  fo- 
reign fugar-colonies,  the  money,  rum,  fugar,  mo- 
lafles,  cacao,  indico,  cotton,  wool,  ^c,  which  they 
at  prefent  take  in  return  for  provifions,  horfes,  and 
lumber,  the  produce  of  that  province  and  New- 
Jerfey,  of  which  he  affirms  the  Britijh  fugar-colonies 
do  not  take  off  above  one  half. 

But  the  company  of  hatters  of  London  have  fmce 
informed  us,  that'  hats  are  manufadured  in  great 
quantities  in  this  province. 

New- 
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NeW'Jerfey, 

Mr.  Morris y  who  is  at  prefent  commander  in 
chief  of  this  province  alfo,  has  made  no  particular 
return  for  the  fame. 

Penjylvania. 

Major  Gordon^  deputy-governor  of  Penfyhania^ 
in  his  anfwer  received  the  24th  of  the  laft  month,  in- 
forms us.  That  he  does  not  know  of  any  trade  car- 
ried on  in  that  province,  that  can  be  injurious  to 
this  kingdom  ;  and  that  they  do  not  export  any 
woollen  or  linncn  manufadures,  all  they  make 
(which  are  of  a  coarfer  fort)  being  for  the  ufe  of 
themfelves  and  families. 

We  are  farther  informed,  that  in  this  province 
are  built  many  brigantines  and  fmall  floops,  which 
they  fell  to  the  IVeft-Indies, 

Rhode-IJland. 

The  governor  of  Rbode-Ifland^  in  Jiis  anfwer  to 
queries,  dated  the  9th  of  November  laff,  informs  us. 
That  there  are  iron-mines  there,  but  not  a  fourth 
part  iron  enough  to  fervc  their  own  ufe  ;  but  he 
takes  no  notice  of  any  fort  of  manufadure  fet  up 
there. 

Connecticut, 

We  have  no  return  from  the  governor  of  this 
province  ;  but  we  find  by  fome  account,  that  the 
produce  of  this  colony  is  timber,  board,  all  forts  of 
EngUJh  Grain,  hemp,  flax,  fheep,  cattle,  fwine, 
horfes,  goats,  and  tobacco,  of  which  they  export 
horfes  and  lumber  to  the  Weft-Indies^   and  receive 

in 
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in  return  fugar,  fair,  molafles  and  ram.  Welikewife 
find  that  their  manufivflures  are  very  inconfiderable; 
the  people  there  being  generally  employed  in  til- 
lage, Ibme  few  in  tanning,  fhoe- making,  and  ocher 
handicrafts  ;  others  in  building,  joyners,  taylors, 
and  fmith's  work,  without  which  they  could  not 
fubfiii. 

I'hefiigar  colonies^  viz.  Jamaica,  I.eeward  Iflands  and 
Barbadoes. 

By  the  laft  returns  which  we  have  had  from  thofe 
iflands  to  our  circular  queries,  we  do  not  find  that 
they  have  any  other  manufadlurcs  eftabliHied,  befides 
thoft  of  fugar,  molafles,  rum,  and  indico,  of  their 
own  produce  ;  thefe,  with  cotton,  aloes,  pimento, 
and  fome  other  productions  of  lefs  note,  are  their 
whole  dependence,  which  are  commodities  no  ways 
interfering  with  the  manufadtures  of  this  king- 
dom. 

In  the  year  1724,  Mr.  Worjleyy  then  governor  of 
Barbadoes^  informed  us,  that  of  cotton  they  made 
hammocks,  a  few  (lockings,  and  nets  for  horfes. 

From  the  foregoing  Hate  it  is  obfervable,  that 
there  are  more  trades  carried  on,  and  manufadurcs 
fet  up  in  the  provinces  on  the  continent  of  yfwmr^, 
to  the  northward  of  Virginia^  prejudicial  to  the 
trade  and  manufadlures  of  Great  Britain^  particu- 
larly in  New- England y  than  in  any  other  of  the  j5r/- 
tijh  colonies  :  which  is  not  to  be  wonder'd  at ;  for 
their  foil,  climate  and  produce,  being  pretty  near  the 
fame  with  ours  \  they  have  no  flaple  commodities  of 
•their  own  growth  to  exchange  for  our  manufactures, 
which  puts  them  under  greater  neceflity,  as  well  as 
under  greater  temptation  of  providing  for  themfelves 
at  home.  To  which  may  be  added,  in  the  charter 
government,  the  little  dependence  they  have  upon 
their  •mothar-country,  and  confequently  the  fmall  re- 

flraints 
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fcraints   they  are  under  in  any  matters  detrimental 
to  her  intereft. 

And  therefore  we  would  humbly  beg  leave  to  re- 
port and  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  this  Hon.  Houfe, 
the  fubdance  of  what  we  formerly  propofed  in  our 
report  on  the  filk,  linnen  and  woollen  manufadlures, 
herein  before-recited  ;  namely,  whether  it  might 
not  be  expedient  to  give  thefe  colonies  proper  en- 
couragements for  turning  their  induftry  to  fuch  ma^ 
nufadtures  and  produds,  as  might  be  of  fervice  to 
Great  Britain^  and  more  particularly  to  the  produc- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  naval  flores. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmit  ted  ^ 

Whitehall,  P,   "Docminicque^ 

Feb.  15,  1731-2^  ^.   Pelhamy 

Edward  Aske^ 
Orlando  Bridgmatt^ 
James  Brudenell^ 
Arthur  Croft^ 
Martin  Bladen. 

Upon  Monday  the  7th  of  February^  feveral  ac* 
counts  relating  to  the  flilt-duty  were  prefented  Cpur- 
fuant  to  order)  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  lalt- 
duty. 
JJ^penHon!!'     The  fame  day  a  motion  was  made  by  ^\t  Robert 
bill.  Walfole^  for  having  the  penfion-bill  read  the  third 

time,  on  the  Thursday  then  next  following,  in  a  full 
houfe,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  but  that  he  might 
then  offer  feveral  reafons  againft  it,  and  endeavour 
to  fhew,  that  it  was  neither  a  proper  bill  for  redref- 
fmg  the  evil  con^plain'd  of,  nor  was  it  offered  at  a 
proper  feafon. 

^**3^tcb.     ^^-  P^^^^^^y  ftood  "P  and  faid,/  That  that  bill 
'*  had  betnfor  two  years  fiieceffively  before  that 

•  houfe  f 
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houfe*,  in  which  time  they  had  had  many  oppor-^ 

tiinitiestoconfider  every  claufe  in  it,  every  one  of 

which  had  been  concerted  by  the  ableft    men    in 

the  nation.  The  bill,  he  faid,  was  certainly  a  good 

and  a  necefTary  bill,  was  very  much  wanted,,  and 

'  had  the  general  voice  of  the  nation  in  its  favour  : 

'  Though  the  other  houfe  had  twice  thrown  it  our, 

'  yet  he^could  not   think  that  any  man  9f  honour 

'  could  beagainil  it  ;  what  their  reafons  were  for 

'  fo  doing,  he  could  not  tell  •,    but  it  leem'd,  and 

'  he  had^even  heard  it  whifper'd,  that  they    were 

'  tired  of  doing  fuch work  -,   they  were  rc- 

*  folved  to  do    no  more  of   it  -,  and  if  fo,  fays  he, 

'  it  is  become  necefiary  for  us  to  do  our  ov/n 

'  work  ourfclves.* 

Thouc^h  this  motion  was  not  infilled  on,  nor  any 
order  made,  yet  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  on 
the  nurfd^y  following,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sandys  -,  and  as  there  was  great  expedation  of  a  ae- 
bate  upon  that  occaHon,  the  houle  was  very  tuil, 
and  a  great  many  gentlemen,  befides  members,  had 
come  to  hear  the  debate  ;  but  to  the  difappomt- 
ment  of  all,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tmic,  and  pal- 
fed,  without  any  one  fpeech  being  made  agamlt  it : 
and  Mr.  Sandys  was  ordered  to  carry  thebdhto  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  and  defire  their  concurrence. 

On  ^ednefday  the  9th  day  of  F.^r^^ry,  the  houfe  Motion-^ 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houle,  duty. 
to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  the 
fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty ;  and  the  feveral  pa< 
pers  and  accounts,  relating  to  the  falt-duty,  having 
been  laid  before  this  committee,  a  motion  was  made 
by  the  right  honourable  Sir  Robert  Walpok,  '  That 

*  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  tohisMajefty, 

*  the  feveral  duties  on  home-made  fait,  granted  to 
«  the  late  King  miliam  and  Queen  Mary,  by  an  adt 

*  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  years  of  their  reign,  tor  a 

*  term  of  years,  and  afterwards  made  perpetual  •,  and 

^  4  '  alfo 


144  ParliaMentaHV         Ai  1732/ 

'  alfo  the  additional  duties  on  fait,  granted  by  an 
'  a6t  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  his  faid  Lite 
'  Majefty  King  JJ'llliam^  which,  by  an  acl  of  the 

*  third  year  of  his  prefent  Majeily's  reign,  ceafed 
'  and  determined  on  the  25th  day  o'iDecemberijQ^o, 
'  be  revived  and  granted  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs, 
'  and  facceflbrs,  for  the  term  of  three  years^  from 

*  the  25th  day  of  March  next  1732.* 

Hi/^oiyof        As  this  motion  occafion'd  many  and  long  debates 

thcfait-biii.-,^  the  houfe  of  CommonSj  we  fhall    firfl  give  the 

hiftory  of  its  courfe  thro'  the  houfe  of  Commons, 

and  then  we  fhall  give  the  mod  remarkable  fpeeches 

that  were  made  for  and  againft  it. 

Notice  having  been  taken  in  the  committee,  that 
by  the  motion,  as  it  was  worded,  the  revival  of  the 
falt-duty  would  not  at  all  extend  to  Scotland^  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  firftmade  the  mo- 
tion, thereupon  amended  it  as  follows,  viz.  '  That 

'  towards   raifing  the  fupply granted  by  an 

'  a6t  of  the  9th  and  loth  years  of  his  faid  Majefty 
'  King  William ;  and  all  the  duties  chargeable  on 
'  home-made  fait  in  Great-Britain  j  which  by  an  zdi 

*  of  the  third,  i£c: 

Then,  after  a  long  debate,  the  queftion  was  put, 
Agree  or  Diiagree  to  the  motion  ?  And  it  pafTed 
in  the  affirmative,  225  againft  187, 

Next  day,  upon  the  report  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee,  and  the  motion  made  for  agreeing 
to  them,  another  long  debate  enfued  ;  and  the  que- 
ftion  being  at  laftput,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 205  to  176,  and  a  bill  or  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  brought  in,  purfuant  to  the  refolutions. 

Upon  the  25th  o^  February ^  Sir  Charles  I'urner 
prefented  to  the  houfe  accordingly  a  bill  for  reviving 
the  duties  on  lalt,  for  the  term  therein  mentioned  ; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  fecond  time  :  and  a  motion  being 
made  for  reading  it  a  fecond  time,  on  Thurfday  mor- 
ning then  next,  the  fame  was  llrenuoufly  oppofed, 

as 
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as  being  too  fhort  a  time  for  confidering  a  bill  of  fo 
much  confequence  •,  but,  upon  a  divifion,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  206  to  180. 

Upon  the  faid  day,  viz,  the  2d  of  March,  the 
fa  id  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time  j  and^ 
upon  the  motion's  being  made  for  the  committing 
thereof,  a  new  debate  enfued  ;  but  at  lad  upon  the 
queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 209  to  154  ;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  on  the 
Wednefday  morning  then  next,  the  houfe  would  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  up- 
on the  laid  bill. 

Upon  the  8th,  after  the  order  of  the  day  was  read^ 
for  the  houfe's  refolving  itfelf  into  the  faid  commit- 
tee, it  was  moved  and  ordered,  without  any  divi- 
fion, '  That  it  fhould  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  faid 

*  committee^  that  they  fhould  have  power  to  receive 
'  a  claufe  of  credit.'  Then  the  following  motions 
v/ere    made,  viz,     17?,  '  That  it  fhould  be  an  in- 

*  ftru6lion  to  the  faid  committee,  that  they  fhould 

*  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe  to  reflrain  any  per- 

*  fon  during  the  time  he  fhall  be  concerned  or  em- 

*  ployed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying  orma- 
'  naging  any  of  the  duties  to  be  granted  by  the  faid 
'  bill,  from  being  a  returning  officer,  or  voting,  or 

*  influencing   any  eleclor    to  vote   in  eledtions  of 

*  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament.  2j/y,  That  ic 
'  fhould  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  fliid  committee^ 
^  that  they  fhould  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe, 

*  to  exempt  from  the  duties  to  be   laid  by  the  fiiid 

*  bill,  all  home-made  fliltufcd  in  vidualling  fhips. 

*  3^/y,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned.     4/^/)',  That 

*  the  houfe  fhould  then  adjourn,  viz.  after  the  que- 
'  ftion  had  been  put  upon  the  fecond  motion.  5/^/y, 

*  That  it  fhould  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  faid  com- 
'  mittee,  that  they  fhould  have  power  to  receive  a 
'  claufe,  that  the  potters  might  be  allow'd  a  drawback 
'  of  the  duty  upon  all  fait  ufed  in  glazing  their  ear- 
'  then  ware,    dthly.  That  it  fhould  be  an  inilrudion 

Vol.  X.  JL  •to 
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*  to  the  faid  committee,  that  they  fhould  have  power 

*  to  receive  a  claufe,  that  fait  ufed  for  manuring  of 

*  land  fhould  be  exempt  from  the  duties  to  be  laid 
^  by  the  faid  bill,     ytbly^  That  it  fliould  be  an  in- 

*  flrudlion  to  the  faid  committee,  that  they  fhould 
'  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe,  to  fix  the  affize  of" 

*  all  fait,  which  fhould  be  fold  before  the  duties  laid 

*  by  the  faid  bill,  fhould  take  place.     Stbly,  That 

*  the  houfe  fhould  then  adjourn.* 

Upon  every  one  of  thefe  motions,  the  queftion 
was,  after  feveral  debates,.  feveralJy  put,  but  all 
carried  in  the  negative. 

Before  the  making  of  the  7th  motion,  it  was  or- 
dered without   any  debate  or  divifion,  '  That  they 

*  fhould  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe,  to  make 

*  void  all  bargains  then  fubfifling,  for  the  delivery 
'  of  fait  at  any  future  time.'  And  the  houfe  did 
accordingly  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  committee  ; 
and,  after  long  debates,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the 
chair.  After  which  it  was  refolved,  that  the  houfe 
fhall  again  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,.  on  the  Friday  thereafter,  to  confider 
farther  of  the  faid  bill 

Upon  Friday  the  loth,,  the  faid  order  being  read, 
a  motion  was  made,  ^  That  it  fhould  be  an  inflruc- 
'  tion  to  the  faid  committee,  that  they  fliould  have 

*  a  power  to  receive  a  claufe,,  to  exempt  from  the 

*  duties  to  be  laid  by  the  faid  bill,  fait  ufed  in  dref- 

*  fmg  and  curing  of  leather.^  And  another  motion^ 
was  made,  *  That  it  fhould  be  an  inflruftion  to  the 
'  faid  committee,  to  exempt  from  the  duties  to  be 

*  laid  by  the  faid  bill,  filt  ufed  in  making  glafs  and 

*  glafs-bottles.'  Upon  both  which  there  were  de- 
bates ',  but  upon  the  queilions  being  feverally  pur^ 
it  was  carried  againfl  both. 

Then  it  was  order'd,  without  a  divifion,  '  That 
<  they  fliould  have  pov/er  to  receive  a  claufe,  for  al- 

*  lowing  iifh  cured  with  Scots itih  to  be  brought  from 
^  that  part  o^  Great  Britain  called  Scotland^  into  that 


A.  1732.         DEBATES.  147 

'  pare  of  Great  Britain  called  England.,  the  perfon 

*  or  perfons  who  (hall  bring  rhe  flime,  paying  fucli 
'  duties  upon  bringing  In  luch  nfh,  at  the  port  it  is 

*  brought  to,  as  added  to  the  duty  payable  »ipon  fait 
'  made  in  Scotland^  fhould  amount  to  the  full  duty, 
'  payable  in  England  for  the  quantity  of  fait  necef- 
'  iary  for  curing  fuch  fifh.*  After  which  thehoufii 
refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  committee,  in  which 
were  many  debates  ;  but  at  lad  they  went  through 
the  bill,  and  tne  Speaker  having  refumed  the  chair, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  the  Men- 
day  following  ;  which  report  being  accordingly 
read  on  Monday^  and  the  amendments  made  by  the 
committee  agreed  to,  the  bill,  with  the  amendments, 
was  ordered  to  be  engroHed. 

On  ^uefday  the  21ft  day  of  M^;t^,  this  famous 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  a  motion,  of  courfe, 
made  for  its  being  pafled  -,  which  again  renewed 
the  debates,  but  at  laft  the  queftion  was  put,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  207  to  135. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the 
above  motion,  for  reviving  the  duty  upon  fait,  in- 
troduced it  with  a  fpeech  to  the  following  eifccl, 
viz, 

'  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  As  there  is  nothing  his  Ma- 5;;^  ;?,>.. 
'  iefty  lias  more  at  heart,  than  the   giving  all  V^'''^[^l^^'^ 

*  fible  cafe  to  his  fubie6i:s;  fo  v/henever  he  is  necef-  ^^^'^^' 
'  farily  obliged  to  dcfire  aiTiftance  from  them,   for 

*  the  immediate  fupporr.  of  the  government,  he  de- 
'  fires  that  they  would  cliufe  thofe  ways  and  m.eans 
'  for  raifmg  the  annual  fupplies,  which  are  lead  bur- 
'  denfome  to  the  people,  and  which  make  the  load 
'  fall  equally  upon  ihe  fubjeds  in  general  When 
'  money  is  to  be  ralfcd  for  the  public  good,  and  for 
'  the  fecurity  of  all,  he  thinks  tnat  every  one  ought 

*  to  contribute  his  (bare,  in  proportion  to  the  bene- 

*  lie  that  he  is  thereby  to  receive.  In  purfuance  of 
'  chefe  h's  M^ijelly's  i:iclinatio;r^,  and  in  purfuance 

L  2  '  of 
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«  of  what  1  look  upon  as  the  moft  equitable  rule  for 
'  raifing  contributions,    1  Hiall  take   the  liberty  of 

*  propofing  to  this  houle  a  method  for  raifmg  fome 

*  part  of  the  fupply  for  this  prefent  year,  which,  by 
'  falling  equally   upon  all,  will  be   burdenfome  to 

*  none  ;  and   by  which  thofe  who  have  flood  the 
'  brunt  of  the  day,  thofe  who  have  been  opprefled 

*  for  many  years,  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  relieved. 
'  This,    Sir,    is  the  only  view  I  have  in  making 

'  the  propofal ;  after  it  is  made,  the  houfe  may  then 
'  take  it  into  their  confideration,  and  each  member 

*  certainly  will  judge  of  it  as  he  thinks  proper.     If 

*  it  is  approved  of,  I  fliall  rejoice  in  having  been  the 
'  author  of  a  meafure,which  I  think  will  contribute 

*  fo  much  totlie.  good  of  my  country  in  general,  and 
'  to  the  relief  of  thofe  who  have,  for  many  years, 
'  borne   too   great  a  fhare   of  the  public  burden  •, 

*  and  if  it  happens  not  to  meet  with  the  approbation 

*  of  this  houfe,  I  fhall  have  the  teflimony  of  a  good 
'  confcience  tor  my  comforter :  for  fmce  I  have  no 
'  other  view,  but  only  a  fincere  and  an  honefl'  inten- 

*  tion,  to  give  relief  to  my  fellow-fubjedts,  I  never 

*  can  have  occafion  to  repent,  nor  do  I  any  way 
'  dread    thofe   reproaches,  which   may  be  unjuftly 

*  thrown  upon  me,  or  upon  the  meafure  I  am  to 
'  propofe  :  Thefe  are  things  which,  in  all  public 
'  tranfadions,  every  man  muft  exped :  No  public 

*  meafure  can  be  propofed,  but  what  may  be  againft 

*  the  private  intereft  and  felfifli  views  of  fome  par- 

*  ticular  men  ;  but  I  fear  not  the  enmity,  and  I  de- 
'  fpife   the  revilings  of  thoJ'e  who  prefer  their  own 

*  little  felfifh  views  to  the  general  good  and  welfare 

*  of  their  country. 

'  I  have,  Sir,  with  the  deepeft  concern,  obferved 
'  how  heavy  and  how  unequal  a  burden  has  been 

*  long  borne  by  the  landed  gentlemen  of  this  king- 
'  dom  :  I  have  long  had  it  in  my  view  to  procure 

*  them  fome  eafe  as  foon  as  poiTible,  and  am  pleafed 

*  to  chink  that  an  opportunity  now  offers  itfelf,  for 
•   '  '  doing 
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doing  what  I  have  fo  long  had  much  at  heart ;  and 
I  hope  I  fliall  have  the  good  luck  to  find  that  my 
fentiments  are  approved  of  by  this  houfe,  and  the 
approbation  of  fuch  an  affcmbly  I  fhall  always  look 
upon  as  a  great  honour  done  to  any  propofal  made 
by  me.  As  to  the  manner.  Sir,  of  raifmg  taxes 
upon  the  people,  it  is  a  certain  maxim,  that  that 
tax,  which  is  the  mod  equal  and  the  moll  general, 
is  the  mod  juft,  and  the  leaft  burdenfome;  where 
every  man  contributes  a  fmall  fhare,  a  great  fum 
may  be  raifed  for  the  public  fcrvice,  without  any 
man's  being  fcnfible  of  what  he  pays  ;  whereas  a 
fmall  fum  raifcd  upon  a  few,  lies  heavy  upon  each 
particular  man,  and  is  the  more  grievous,  in  that 
it  is  unjufl  :  for  where  the  benefit  is  mutual,  the 
expence  ought  to  be  in  common.  Of  all  the  taxes 
I  ever  could  think  of,  there  is  not  one  more  gene- 
ral, nor  one  lefs  felt,  than  that  of  the  duty  upon 
fait.  The  duty  upon  fait  is  a  tax  that  every  man 
in  the  nation  contributes  to,  according  to  his  cir- 
cumllances  and  condition  in  life  ;  every  fubjetfl:  con- 
tributes fomething  ;  if  he  be  a  poor  man,  he  con- 
tributes fo  fmall  a  trifle,  it  will  hardly  bear  aname; 
if  he  be  rich,  he  lives  more  luxurioufly,  and  confe- 
quently  contributes  more  ;  and  if  he  be  a  man  of 
agreateftate,  he  keeps  a  great  number  of  fervants ; 
and  mud  therefore  contribute  a  great  deal.  Upon 
the  other  hand,  there  is  no  tax  that  ever  was  laid 
upon  the  people  of  this  nation,  that  is  more  unjuft 
and  unequal  than  the  land-tax.  The  land-holders 
bear  but  a  fmali  proportion  to  the  people  of  this 
nation,  or  of  any  nation  -,  yet  no  man  contributes 
any  the  leaft  fhare  to  this  tax,  but  he  that  is  pof- 
fefied  of  a  land-eftate  ;  and  yet  this  tax  has  been 
continued  without  intermlfTion,  for  above  thefe40 
years :  It  has  continued  fo  long,  and  has  lain 
fo  heavy,  that  I  may  venture  to  fay,  many  a  landed 
gentleman  in  this  kingdom  has  thereby  been  ut- 
terly ruined  and  undone. 

L  3  '  This 
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^  *  This  confideration,  Sir,  has  prompted  me  toen- 

'  deavour  to  procure  them  fome  relief;  and  for  this 
'  end  I  Txiall  venture  to  make  this  motion  {here  he 

*  made  the  met  ten  ahove-menticned^  and  then  went  on) 
'  If  I  have,  Sir,  the  good  luck  to  fucceed  fo  far  in 
'  my  wifhes,  as  to  have  this  motion  approved  of,  I 
'  fhall  then  beg  leave  to  move,  that  the  fum  of  one 

*  fhilling  in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raifed  for 

*  this  year  upon  lands  j  but  if  this  houfe  does  not  a- 
'  gree  to  the  motion   I  now  make,  I  muft,  in  that 

*  cafe,  move  for  a  land-tax  of  two  fhillings  in  the 
'  pound  ;  for  fo  much  will  be  abfolutely  neccfiary 
'  for  the  curreiit  fervice  of  the  year.     This,  Sir,  is 

*  what  a  fmcere  and  hearty  defire  to  do  fervice  to 

*  my  country,  and  juftice  to  my  fellow -fubjeds,  has 
'emboldened  me  to  propofe.     I  declare,  I  have  no 

*  other  view,  but  that  of  procuring  fome  eafe 

'  fome  relief  to  the  landed  intcrefl:.  If  this  be  agreed 

*  to,   fome  means  may  be  fallen  upon,   to  relieve 

*  them  of  the  whole,  againft  next  year  ;  and  1  fhall 
'  always  look  upon  it  as  a  great  honour,  tint  after  a 
'  continuance  of  a  land-tax,   of  four,  three,  or  two 

*  fhillings  at  leaft  in  the  pound,  for  40  years  toge- 
'  thcr,  it  was  at  lafl:  reduced  to  one,  at  a  time  when 
'  I  had  a  fliare  in  the  adminidration  of  the  affairs  of 

*  this  nation.     Before   I  leave  this  fubjcdl,  I  muft 

*  intreat  that  every  one  that  hears  me  will  confider, 

*  how  many  landed  gentlemen,  of  antient  families, 

*  there  are  in  Britain^  who  have  but  fmall  eftates, 
'  how  many  of  them  have  great  families  tofupport, 
'  and  many  children  to  provide  for  ;  and  how  many 

*  even  of  thofe  who  have  large  eflates  in  land,  are 

*  io  charged  with  mortgages,  jointures,    or  rent- 

*  charges,  that  it  is  hardly  polTible  for  them  to  fup- 
'  port  thfir  charadber  in  the  country  where  they  live, 

*  tho'  they  were  not  to  pay  one  Ihilling  towards  a 
^  land-tax. 

*  OurnobiliLv  and  gentry  were  once  famous  for 
"^  hofpitaliiy  and  ^cnerouty  ;  if  the  unavoidable  ne<- 
'    ■        ■  ^  -  ■      ■         '  ccffities 
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«  ceflities  of  ftate  have  obliged  them  for  fo  many 

*  years  to  abridge  their  expcnce,  and  contra6t  their 

*  manner  of  living,  let  us  do,  at  lead,  what  is  in  our 
«  power  to  reflore  them   to  their  former  (late,  by 

*  relieving  them  of  a   part  of  that  burden  which 

*  they,  and  they  only,  have  for  fo  many  years  been 
«  charged  with.' 

This  motion  being  feconded,  Mr.  Plumer  rofe 
^p,  and  fpoke  in  fuMlance  as  follows :  '  Sir,  I  agree  Jf;;  J^^-^^ 
'  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  made  themo- 

*  tion  in  this.  That  the  landed  gentlemen  of  this 

*  nation  have  been,  for  many  years,  fubjed  to  very 

*  o-rievous  taxes  h  the  land-tax  is  not  the  only  tax 
«  tliat  has  been  heavy  upon  them,  but  every  other 

*  tax  falls  at  laft  upon  them,  with  its  greateft 
'  wei:>ht  :  It  is  indeed  high  time  that  fome  of  the 

*  burdens  fhould  be  taken  off  of  their  flioulders,  and 
^  it  was  reafonable  for  them  to  have  expeded,  from 

*  his  Majefty's  mod  gracious  fpeech,that  in  this  ki- 
^  fion  of" Parliament,  they  would  have  met  with  fome 
'  relief :  but   how  much    furprifed  mud  they  be, 

*  when  they   hear^  that  all  the  relief  that  has  been 

*  propofed  is,  to  take  off  one  tax,  which  lies  heavy 

*  upon  them  only,  and  in  the  room  thereof,  to  lay 
^  on  another,  which  will  lie  equally  heavy  upon  moft 

*  of  them,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  will  be  a  moft  m- 
^  fupportable  burden  upon  everyone  of  their  fellow- 

*  fubjeds?  The  propofing  this  as  a  relief  for  the 
'  landed  gentlemen,  appears  to  me  in  fo  odd  a  light, 
<  that  I  cannot  well  comprehend  how  it  can  be  ex- 
'  peded,  that  any  gentleman  in  England  ^\ou\dih^ 
«  fo  impofed  on.     It  is  fo  fhorc  a  time  ago,  that  we 

*  muft  all  remember,  how  this  tax  upon  fait  came 

'  to  be  taken  off  :  His  Majefty,  by  his  moft  graci-      • 

*  ous  fpeech  from  the  throne,   only  two  years  ago, 
'  (hewed,  that  he  was  fenfible  how  much  the  trade 

*  and  manufadures  of  this  nation  fuffered,  by  the 
^  many  taxes  the  poor  tradefmen  and  labourers  were 

*  lubied  to  s  he  therefore  recommended  to  us,   the 

L  4  '  ^^k^^^S 
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*  taking  off  fome  of  thofe  taxes  which  were  mod 

*  burdenfome  upon  the  poor  ;  and,   at  that  time, 

*  Sir,  it  was  the  opinion  of  this  very  houfe,  that 

*  this  tax  upon  fait  was  the  moft  burdenfome  upon 
'  the  poor,  and  the  moft  pernicious  to  the  trade  of 

*  this    kingdom,    of    all   the  taxes  we  are  liable 

*  to.  This,  Sir,  was  one  of  the  many  reafons  for 
'  taking  it  off;  and  why  we  fhould  fo  fuddenly  al- 
'  ter  our  opinion,  and  refolve  to  grind  the  face  of 
'  the  poor,   in  order  to  relieve  a  few  of  the  rich,  I 

*  can  fee  no  reafon :  I  fay.  Sir,  a  few  of  the  rich, 

*  for  it  may  be  eafily  made  appear,  that  the  relief 
^  propofed  will  be  no  relief  at  all  to  the  landed  gen- 

*  tlemen  of  fmall  fortunes,  and  even  tothe  rich  it  will 
'  be  but  a  fmall  prefent  eafe,  which  will  be  attended 

*  with  moft  heavy  and  moft  fatal  confequences. 

*  I  had  the  honour.  Sir,  to  be  one  of  thofe  who 

*  were  inftrum.ental  in  getting  this  clog  upon  our 

*  trade  removed  ;  I  hope  I  fhall  have  the  honour  to 
^  be  one  of  thofe,  who  fhall  be  inftrumental  in  pre- 
^  venting  its  being  forced  upon  us  again  :  for  if  this 
^  duty  be  revived,  I  defpair  of  ever  feeing  it  again 
*^  taken  off.  It  is  not  always  a  certain  maxim,  that 
'  thofe  taxes  which  are  moft  general  are  leaft  bur- 

*  denfome  :  Upon  the  contrary,  it  holds  true  in  all 
^  countries,  and  at  all  times,  that  thofe  taxes  which 

*  are  laid  upon  the  luxuries  of  mankind  are  the  leaft* 
^  burdenfome;  and  I  believe,  in  the  moft  luxurious 
•?  country  upon  earth,  I  am  fure  as  to  this  country,  it 

*  cannot  be  faid  that  they  are  the  moft  general : 
^  After  a  nation  is  brought  to  that  woful  pafs,  that 

*  they  muft  extend  their  taxes  farther  than  the  luxu- 

*  ries  of  their  country,  it  is  certain,  that  thofe  taxes 
?  which  are  raifed  with  the  leaft  charge  to  the  pub- 

*  lie,  are  the  moft  convenient,  and  the  eafieft  to  the 
^  people  *,  but  in  all  cafes,  particular  care  ought  to 
'  be  taken,  not  to  tax  thofe  things  which  are  necef- 
^  fary  for  the  very  fubfiftence  of  the  poor ;  fuch  taxes 
*?  always  occafion  murmurings  and  fedition  among 
■       '   ":  '  the 
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'  the  people,  and  in  fuch  a  country  as  this,  which 
'  fubfifls  by  trade  and  manufadure,  fuch  taxes  bring 
fure  and  inevitable  deftruclion  ;  for  they  enhance 
the  price  of  all  necellliries  of  life,  the  wages  of  the 
tradefman  and  manufacturer  muft  confequently  rife 
high,  and  where  the  wages  of  the  workmen  are 
high,  the  manufadures  of  that  country  never  can 
be  fold  fo  cheap  as  the  manufii^turcs  of  other  coun- 
tries :  this  mud,  at  lad,  deflroy  their  whole  trade, 
and  I  am  convinced,  that  no  landed  gentleman  in 
England  will  chufe  to  fave  a  IhilHng  in  the  pound 
as  to  the  land-tax,  even  though  he  were  to  pay  no- 
thing in  lieu  thereof,  when  by  fuch  a  faving  he 
brings  ruin  upon  the  trade  and  manufa6tures  of  his 
native  country. 

'  I  have.  Sir,  always  appeared,  and  I  hope  ever 
fhall  appear,  zealous  for  the  fupport  of  the  prefenc 
royal  family  ;  as  a  friend  to  our  mofb  happy  con- 
ftitution,  as  a  faithful  fubje^f  to  his  Majcfly,  I 
muft  declare  againft  reviving  this  tax  upon  fait  •, 
for,  granting  that  the  reducing  of  a  fhilling  in  the 
pound  upon  the  land-tax,  by  the  revival  of  this 
upon  fait,  were  a  real  relief  to  the  landed  gentle- 
men (which  is  very  far  from  being  the  cafe)  yet 
we  muft  allow,  that  for  one  that  is  eafed  or  ob- 
liged by  the  reducing  of  the  land-tax,  there  will 
be  99  difobliged  by  the  revival  of  the  tax  upon 
fait :  this  muft  occafion  fuch  a  general  diflatisfac- 
tion,  and  fo  much  grumbling  among  the  people 
againft  his  Majefty,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a 
ftanding  army  will  become  neceflary  for  fupport- 
ing  him  againft  the  difiifedled  ;  and  by  experi- 
ence we  know,  that  where  the  difaffedion  becomes 
very  general,  even  the  army  is  not  to  be  depended 
on  ;  for,  in  fuch  cafe,  moft  of  them  would  proba- 
bly join  with  the  difcontented.  It  would  become 
neceflary, for  the  fecurity  of  his  Majefty 's  perfon  and 
government,  to  bring  in  an  army  of  foreign  troops, 
to  prey  upon  the  bowels  of  our  mother  country  ! 

*  I  have 
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*  I  have.  Sir,  as  much  fympathy  and  compafTion 

*  as  any  man,  for  the  great  diftrefTes  that  have  been 

*  brought  upon  many  of  our  landed  Gentlemen  ;  and 

*  I  flatter'd  myfelf  with  the  pleafing  hope,  that  they 

*  were  now  to  be  relieved  ;  now,  when  there  is  a 
'  profound  tranquillity  eftablifhed  both  abroad  and 

*  at  home,  I  could  not  fo  much  as  imagine,  that  it 
*•  would  be  neceflary  to  continue  all  our  taxes,  and  I 

*  could  far  lefs  imagine  that  any  propofal  would  be 

*  made  for  relieving  us  of  one  tax  by  laying  on  an- 

*  other  much  more  grievous.  No  man  can  exped: 
'  that  the  landed  Gentlemen  in  Efigland  have  fo  little 

*  fenfe  as  to  be  cajoled  in  fuch  a  manner :  The 
'  land-tax,  it  is  true,  takes  from  the  landed  Gentle- 
'  man  a  part  of  his  rent  yearly  ;  but  the  falt-tax  be- 

*  ing  a  charge  upon  our  trade  and  manufa6lures,wi]l 
'  at  laft  difable  his  tenants  from  paying  him  any  rent; 

*  and  befides,   it  makes  the  maintaining  even  of  his 

*  own  family  much  more  expenfive,  fo  that  at  the 
'  end  of  the  year  he  will  find  himfelt  no  gainer  upon 
'  the  main,  and  his  tenants  being  ruined  and  undone, 
'  the  rents  and  the  value  of  his  efbate  v/ill  be  decrea- 

*  fing  yearly.  I  only  defire  that  every  landed  Gen- 
'  ticman  that  hears  me,  would  conlider  what  he  could 

*  makeof  hisEftate  if  we  had  no  trade,no  manufac- 

*  tures,  nor  any  number  of  populous  trading   towns 

*  in  England.  Whoever  confiders  thisjmuft  conclude 

*  that  in  mod  parts  of  England  the  landed  eflates 
'  would  not  in  that  cafe  bring  in  yearly  to  their 
^  landlords  near  the  rent  they  do  at  prefenr,  no,  nor 
'  one  quarter  thereof.  Who  then  will  be  fuch  a 
*-  fool,  as  to  defire  to  be  relieved  of  one  fnilling  in 
^  the  pound  upon  the  land-tax,  when  he  mufl  pay  as 
'  mi.'ch  in  another  way,  to  wit,  for  the  (lilt  made  ufe 

*  of  in  his  family,  and  when  at  the  fame  time  he  di- 
'  minifhes  the  yearly  value  of  his  efcate  much  more 

*  than  one  fhilling  in  the  pound,  nay,  much  more 
*-  than  any  land-tax  ever  amounted  to  in  England, 

'The 
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The  land-tax,  Sir,  is  but  an  annual  diminution  of 
Gentleman's  eftate  -,  he  may  be  free  of  it,  or  of  a 
part  of  it  the  fucceeding  year:  But  if  by  the  decay 
of  our  trade,  and  the  charge  that  is  laid  upon  the 
poor  farmer,  he  be  obliged  to  lower  the  rents  of 
his  eftate,  that  will  be  a  diminution  which  I  am  a- 
fraid  will  endure  for  ever. 
'  Before  I  havedone,  I  muft,Sir5take  notice,  that 
the  fxlt-duty,  or  a  confiderable  part  thereof,  v/as 
formerly  appropriated  to  the  fmking  fund  •,  yet 
this  duty  was  but  two  years  ago  thought  fo  grie- 
vous and  fo  prejudicial  to  our  trade,  that  we  then 
made  no  fcruple  of  encroaching  a  little  even  upon 
that  facred  fund,  in  order  to  eafe  the  people  of 
fo  pernicious  and  burdenfcme  a  tax  :  1  am  forry  to 
fee  the  Opinion  of  any  Gentleman  as  to  this  tax  fo 
much  altered  in  fo  fhort  atime  •,  but  if  wedoalter 
our  opinion,  and  revive  this  tax,  it  certainly  ought 
to  be  appropriated  again  to  that  ufeful  fund  ;  if  we 
do  revive  it  without  any  fuch  appropriation,  we 
make  a  moft  dangerous  precedent  •,  whenever  any 
of  thefe  taxes  that  are  now  appropriated  to  the 
finking  fund,  are  wanted  for  another  ufe,  it  is  but 
taking  them  off  for  one  year,  and  laying  them 
on  the  next  for  a  new  purpofe  ;  thus  the  finking 
fund  may  be  at  laft  intirely  exhaufted,and  our  debts 
remain  for  ever  unpaid,  without  lefTening  any  of 
our  taxes.' 

Captain  Vernon  rofe  lip,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  ^^ Q^^^^^^ver. 
follows:  '  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  I  hope  every  Gentle- «s»'sfpeech. 
'  man  in  this  houfe  hasperufed  the  fhort  account  of 

*  the  money  which  has  been  brought  into  his  Maje- 
'  fty's  Exchequer,  by  the  produce  of  the  f\lt-duty 

*  from  that  part  of  Grea:  Britain  called  Scotland,  for 
'  the  laPc  ten  years  •,  I  have  look'd  for  that  account, 
'  but  can  find  but  one  article,  and  that  article  is  no- 
'  thing.  In  the  fpace  of  ten  years  not  one  fliilling 
^.  was  ever  brousiht  into  the  ExchcQiier^  from  the  Jalc- 

'  clury 


ijS 


PARX.IAMENTARY  A.   I732. 

duty  ill  that  country  :  How  then  can  this  tax  be 
faid  to  be  an  equal  tax,  when  fuch  a  confiderable 
part  of  this  khigdoni  never  paid  one  farthing  to- 
wards it  •,  even  by  the  propofal  now  made,  they 
are  not  to  pay  near  fo  much  as  we  are  to  pay  in 
South-Britain.  But  of  that  fmall  proportion  that  is 
to  be  laid  upon  them,  it  is  probable  no  part  will 
ever  come  to  the  public  account:  This  tax  muft 
therefore  be  unequal,  becaufe  we  in  England  are  to 
bear  the  whole  of  the  burden,  Scotland  is  to  bear 
no  part;  and  yet  they  are  by  the  articles  of  the 
Union  obliged  to  bear  their  proportional  part  of  all 
new  taxes,  more  efpecially  thofe  which  are  raifed 
for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year.  If  it  it  be  faid, 
that  the  people  in  that  country  are  not  able  to  pay 
this  whole  tax,  it  is  a  good  argument  againft  the 
tax  in  general  •,  for  no  tax  ought  to  be  laid  upon 
the  people,  but  thofe  to  which  they  can  all  con- 
tribute their  fliare  :  The  people  of  England  ought 
not  to  be  charged  with  a  duty^  and  the  people  of 
Scotland  left  free ;  fuch  unequal  charges  will  foon 
make  every  man  in  England  wifli  that  the  Union 
had  never  been  made. 

'  'Tis  true.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  applaud  the  Gentle- 
men of  that  country,  for  appearing  in  favour  of  the 
tax  upon  fait  ;  it  is  fhewing  a  laudable  zeal  for  the 
proper  interefl:  of  their  native  country:  It  is  laying 
a  tax  upon  us,  to  which  they  contribute  nothing, 
in  place  of  a  tax  to  which  they  have  always  con- 
tributed an  equal  Ilia  re.  This,  Sir,  may  juilify 
their  condu(5l  as  to  the  queftion  nov/  in  hand,  but 
I  hope  the  Gentlemen  of  the  South  parts  of  Britain 
will  fhew  the  fune  concern  for  the  intereft  of  their 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  fo 
many  of  them  do  fhew  fuch  a  concern  ;  for  it  ap- 
peared to  me  yefterday,  that  the  queftion  was  car- 
ried againft  the  South  parts  of  the  ifland,  by  the 
votes  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  come  from  the 
North.     (Here  he  was  called  to  order,  after  which 

I  he 
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he  went  on)  *  Sir,  I  defign  no  reflexion  upon  any 

*  man,  but  the  affair  before  us  is  of  the  utmofb  con- 
'  fequence  to  the  interefl  and  trade  of  the  whole 
'  kingdom  ;  our  liberties,  out*  properties,  and  every 
'  thing  that  is  dear  to  us  is  at  flake.     This  ftems  to 

*  be  a  ftcp   towards  introducing  a   general  excife, 

*  which  is  inconfiftcnt  with  the  liberties  of  a  free  peo- 

*  pie  •,  and,  Sir,  when  life,  liberty,  or  property  is 
'  concerned,  it  will  be  found  that  every  man  will 
'  fight ;  a  country  clown  in  Huddon  Gray  may  per- 

*  haps  fhew  as  much  courage,  and  fight  as  well  as  a 
'  foldiir  in  red  :  What  !  do  we  think,  becaufe  a  fel- 

*  low  is  a  beau,  and  drefTcs  himfelf  up  with  powder 
'  and  efTences,  that  therefore   he  has  more  courage 

*  than   another  man  ?   I  fufpedl  there  are  many  of 

*  thofe  fine  Gentlemen,  who  at-e  afraid  of  letting  the 

*  wind  blow  upon  them,  for  fear  of  blowing  the 
'  powder  out  of  their  wigs,  that  could  not  perhaps 

*  bear  the  fmell  of  gun-powder.  As  the  affair  be- 
'  fore  us  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  fo  it  ought  to 
'give  us  the  more  concern,  that  if  it  paffes  in  this 
^  houfe,  there  are  no  hopes  in  the  other  : — In  the  other 
'  houfe   we  know.  Sir,    there  is  a  peculiar  bench, 

*  which  will — (Here  he    was  again  called  to  order, 

and  was  told  by  Mr.  Sp r.  That  no  gentleman 

was  to  throw  refled:ions  upon  any  body  of  men, 
nor  was  any  member  of  that  houfe  in  any  thing  he 
faid  to  take  notice  of  what  was  done,  or  what  might 
be  done   in  the  other  \  then  the  captain  went  on) 

*  Sir,  It  was  not  poflible  I  could  make  any  refledion 
'  upon  any  man,  or  upon  any  fet  of  men,  for  I  had 
'  drawn  no  conclufion.  But  let  us  do  what  we  will, 
'  let  both  houfes  (if  they  have  a  mind)  pafs  this  bill,  ic 
*"  is  fo  diredly  oppofite  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation, 

*  and  to  the  intereft  of  our  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 

*  ment,  that  I  am  convinced,  his  Majeftv  will  re- 
'  fufe  giving  it  the  function  of  the  royal  aflcnt.' 

Horace 
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^ic^s%th      Horace  IValpoh,   '  Sir,  I  find  fome  ofthofeGen- 

''  tiemen  who   have  fpoke  upon  the  affair  in  hand, 

'  are  quite  miftakenas  to  the  motion  that  has  been 

*  made.  If  any  new  and  unheard  of  tax  had  been 
'  thereby  propofed,  they  might  have  fome  reafon 
'  for  thofe  fears,  which  they  have  reprefented  to  us 
'  in  fo  ftrong  a  light;  murmurings  and  grumblings 
'  among  the  people,  might  be  apprehended  :  But 
'  the  tax  propofed,  is  no  new  tax ;  it  is  only  pro=- 
"  pofed  to  revive  a  tax,  which  was  raifed  upon  the 
'  people  of  England  for  34  years  together,  and  was 

*  always  paid  by  them,  v/ithout  the  leaft  grumbling 

*  or  complaint.     By  experience.  Sir,  we   are  con- 

*  vinced,  that  it  is  no  way  burdenfome  upon  the  peo- 
'  pie  ;  and    indeed  it  is  fo  little  felt  by  them,  that 

*  even  fmce  it  was  taken  off,  there  is  hardly  a  man 
'  in  the  kingdom  that  has  been  fenfible  of  the  eafe,  or 
'  has  in  any  manner  expreffc^d  his  fatisfa6lion  there- 

*  with:  This  fhews  that  it  may  be  revived  without 

*  any  danger  of  overcharging  any  particular  man, 
^  or  any  fort  of  men.  Every  man,  I  believe,  that 
'  contributes  towards  the  land-tax,  is  fully  fenfible 

*  of  the  burden  that  is  thereby  laid  upon  him  ^but  who 

*  is  it  that  ever  was  fenfible  of  what  he  paid  towards 

*  the  flit  duty,  or  has  felt  any  eafe  fince  it  was  taken 

*  off  ?  It  is  a  duty  that  is  paid  by  fuch  a  multitude  of 
'  people,  that  no  fingle  man  can  any  way  feel  what 

*  he  pays  thereto,  which  is  a  moil  evident  demonftra- 
'  tion  that  it  is  one  of  the  mod-  eafy  ways  we  can 

*  chufe  for  raifing  money  for  the  necelfary  fupplies 

*  of  the  government. 

'  Thofe  Gentlemen  who  talk  fo  much  of  its  being 
'  deflruclive  to  our  trade  and   manufa6liires,  ought 

*  to  come  to  particulars,  they  ought  to  fliew  what 
'  trade  or  manufacture  was  loft  or  injured,  during 
'  the  34  years  that  the  tax   continued  to  be  paid   by 

*  the  people  of  England  -,  they  ought  to  fhew  what 

*  manufadures  have  become  cheaper,  or  what  fort  of 

'  rradcf- 
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'  tradefmen's  wages  have  been  lowered,  fince  the 
'  abolifhingof  this  tax  :  If  any  one  facheffeft  could 
'  be  made  appear,  I  fliould  believe,  they  had  fome 
'  reafon  for  what  they  fay  ;  but  when  the  contrary 
'  fads  appear  to  be  true,  1  cannot  join  in  opinion 
«  with  them.  During  the  whole  time  that  this  tax 
'  continued,  there  never  was  any  one  manufacture 
'  thereby  lod^  our  trade  never  flourilhed  more  than 

*  it  did  in  that  courfeof  time  ;  and  fince  the  tax  was 

*  taken  off,  w^  all  know  that  no  trade  or  manufac- 
'  ture  has  been  thereby  improved,  nor  have  the  wa- 
'  ges  of  one  workman  in  the  kingdom  been  dimi- 

*  nifhed ;  the  pretended  fatal  confequences  of  this 
'  muft  therefore  be  all  imaginary. 

*  As  this  tax  upon  fait  is  one  of  the  mod  equal 
'  and  eafy  taxes  to  the  people,  fo  there  is  not  any  one 

*  tax  can  be  propofed,  that  may  be  raifed  with  lefs 
'  expence  to  the  public:  The  method  of  raifing  it, 
'  cofts  but  very  Iktle  more  than  the  raifing  of  the 
'  land-tax  will  coft :  Whatever  difference  there  may 
'  be,  is  much  more  than  atoned  for,  by  the  juftice 
'  and  equality  of  the  tax  upon  fait,  and  by  its  being 

*  fo  general,  that  it  becomes  altogether  infenfible  : 
*"  whereas  the  land-tax  is  one  of  the  moft  unequal, 

*  and  one  of  the  mod  grievous  upon  thofe  who  pay 
'  it,  of  any  tax  that  ever  was  raifed  in  this  country, 

*  It  is  a  tax  that  is  wholly  charged  upon  a  vef y  fevr 
'  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  who  have  been 
'  for  many  years  obliged  to  bear  the  greateil  part  of 
'  the  public  charge,  and  have  many  of  them  been 
'  ruined  and  undone,  for  the  benefit  and  advantage 
'  of  orhers.     If  we  but  once  ferioufly  confider  whac 

*  wretched  circumflances  many  of  the  land- holders 
«  in  Britain  are  at  prefent  in,  we  cannot  furely  make 

*  the  lead  hefitation  in  giving  them  relief  from  the 
*•  opprelfions  they  have  lb  long  groaned  under,  by 
'  laying  on  another  fort   of  tax,  which  never  was, 

*  nor  ever  can  bj  felt  by  any  man  breathing:  A  tax 

'  which 
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*  vvhicll  is  lb  juft  that  every  man  contributes  to  it  in 

*  proportion  to  the  benefit  he  receives,  in  place  of  a 

*  tax,  by  which  a  few  are  obliged  to  contribute  the 

*  whole  of  the   charge,  though  tht7  receive?   but  a 

*  hundredth  part  of  the  benefit. 

'  We  have  likewifc.  Sir,  been  frighrned  with  the 

*  name  of  a  general  excife,  and  with  the  lofs  of  our 

*  liberties  and  properties.     As  to  the  lafb,  the  bug- 

*  bear  will  vanifli,  if  we  but  refled:  upon  the  great 

*  men  that  were  at  the  helm   of  affairs,   when  the 

*  fdt-tax  was  firft  laid  on.     It  was  firfl  laid  on  in 

*  the  reign  of  the  late  King  ^F/7//V7W,  the  glorious 

*  rcftorer  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  this  na- 
'  tion  :  In  his  time  it  firft  had  its  being,  and  was 
'  contrived  and  advifed  by  a  fet  of  minillers   who 

*  will  for  ever  be  refpected  for  their  great  wifdom, 
'  and  whofe  memories  will   for  ever  be  facred,  for 

*  the  great  attachment  they  always  fhewed  to  the 
'  conflitution  and  the  liberties  oF  this  kinordom.   As 

*  for  a  general  excife,  I  never  heard  of  any  fuch  de- 

*  fign,  I  am  fure  no  man  that  I  know,  had  ever  any 

*  fuch  thing  in  his  thoughts,  nor  can  the  reviving  of 

*  the  falt-taxany  v/ay  contribute  to  fuch  a  defign.   I 

*  mufi:    fay,   that  I  think  many  of  our  cuftoms  are 

*  heavy  upon   trade,   and  very  troublcfome  to  our 

*  merchants  ,  and  therefore,  if  fome  of  the  mofl 
'  grievous   of  them  were  turned   into  an  excife,  it 

*  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  nation,  and 

*  might,   I  believe,  be  eafily  done  without  endan- 

*  gering  in  the  leaft  our  conftitution,   or  encroach- 

*  ing  upon  the  liberty  or  property  of  the  fubje(5t : 
'  But  as  there  is  at  prcfent  no  fuch  propofal  before 

*  this  houfe,  we   have  no  occafion  to  take  fuch   a 

*  thing  into  our  immediate  confideration.' 

Sir  JViiUam      ^\^  William  Wyndham,     '  Sir,  I  could  not  indeed 

f{K.^ch/'"'  '  ^'J^  fufped  from  the  manner  of  introducing  this 

'  motion,  that  fomething  very  extraordinary  was  to 

\  follow  J  I  find  I  am  not  difappointed  ;  for  in  my 

*  opinion. 
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*  opinion,  it  is  one  of  the  mofl  extraordinary  mo- 
'  tions  that  ever  was  made  in  this  hoUfe.  Uhdef 
'  the  fpecious  pretence  of  giving  an  immediate  eafe 
'  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  we  are  to  revive  a  tax, 
'  which  will  lie  as  heavy  as  the  land-tax  upon  moll 

*  of  them,  and  which  is  not  only  dcftrudlive  to  the 
'  trade,  but  inconfiRent  with  the  liberties  of  this 
'  nation.  I  agree  mofl  heartily  with  the  gentleman 
'  who  made  the  motion,  That  many  of  our  landed 

*  gentlemen  have  been   reduced  to  moft  mifefable 

*  circum (lances,  by  the  heavy  burdens  they  have 
■  born  for  fo  many  years  •,  bur  their  mifery  is  not  to 

*  be  afcribed  to  the  land-tax  only,  every  one  of  our 

*  other  raxes  contributes  its  fhare,  and  no  tax  con- 
'  tributed  more  to  the  general  mifery  of  the  whole 

*  nation,  as  well  as  of  the  landed  gentlemen,  thari 
'  this  very  tax,  which  is  now  propofed  to  be  revived, 
'  It  is  indeed  become  neceflary  to  continue  theiand- 

*  tax  upon  the  former  footing,  or  to  impofe  fome 

*  new  tax  in  room  thereof;  but  from  whence  docs 

*  this  nccelfity  proceed  ?   why,  from  maintaining  a 

*  greater  number  of  land-forces,  and  putting  our- 

*  ielves  to  much  greater  charges,  than  we  have  ia 
'  my  opinion  any  occafion  for.  It  has  always  been 
'  the  cafe,  it  always  will  be  the  cafe.  Sir  •,  one  wrong 
'  meafure  muft  for  ever  give  birth  to  another,  that 

*  to  a  third,  and  fo  on  till  public  ruin  becomes  ine- 

*  vitable,  if  no  redrefs  be  offered  in  time-,   which 

*  never  can  be  effeduated^  but  by  altering  the  for- 
'  mer  wrong  meafures,  inftead  of  fupporting  them 

*  by  worfe. 

'  I  am  forry.  Sir,  to  find,'  that  we  are  reduced  to 
'  this  extremity,  that  we  muft  either  lay  on  aland- 
^  tax,  which  feems  to  be  agreed  by  all,  to  be  heavier 

*  than  the  landed  gentlemen  of  this  nation  are  able 
'  to  bear,  or  otherwife  wc  mufl  lay  on  a  tax,  which 

*  in  the  opinion  of,  I  hope,  the  majority  ,of  this 
'  houfe,  is  of  much  more  fatal  confequcnce.     l^ow 

Vol,  X.  '  M  *  fatal. 
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*  fatal.  Sir,  is  this  neceffity  ?  Our  landed  gentlemen 

*  mufl  be  ruined,  or  the  whole  nation  mud  be  un- 

*  done!    It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  every  tax  is  an  evil, 

*  and  an  evil  that  ought  to  be  avoided,  if  pofTible  ; 
'  the  corrupt  nature  of  mankind  has  made  fome 

*  taxes  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  fociety  ;  and  wc 

*  find  to  our  coll,  that  taxes,  like  other  evils,  are 

*  fruitful  in  the  begetting  of  one  another  :  But  when 
'  we  come  to  make  a  choice  between  two  taxes,  of 

*  the  two  evils  we  certainly   ought  to  chufe  that 

*  which  is  leaft  ;  and  fmce  we  have  by  our  former 

*  refolutions  made  one  of  the  two  now  under  confi- 

*  deration  neceflary,    we  ought  now  to  examine 

*  ftridly  which  of  the  two  is  the  leaft  evil. 

'  I  have,  I  hope,  Sir,  as  deep  a  fenfe  of  the  mi- 

*  feries  and  fufferings  of  my  fellow-countrymen  as 

*  any  man  in  this  houfe,  and  when  I  fpeak  of  charg- 

*  ing  land  in  place  of  charging  fait,  I  am  certain, 

*  and  i  believe  every  man  that  knows  me,    will 

*  think,  that  1  fpeak  againft  my  own  private  inte- 

*  reft  :  and  therefore  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  thofe  who 

*  hear  me,  will  think  I  am  fincere  in  what  I  fay, 
'  It  is  very  true,  Sir,  that  the  reducing  of  the  land 
'  tax  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  landed  gentle- 
*•  men,  if  it  could  be  done  without  taking  as  much 

*  from  them  in  another  way.  The  land-tax  is  in- 
^  deed  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  landholders  of  this 

*  kingdom  ;  but  that  is  the  only  evil  attending  it  5 
'  I  cannot  grant  that  it  is  fo  unequal  as  foms  gen- 
'  tlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  reprefent ;  every  man 

*  ought  to  pay  to  the  public  charge  in  proportion 

*  to  the  benefit  he  receives  therefrom.  A  poor  man 
'  who  has  no  property,  ought  not  certainly  to  be 

*  charged  for  the  defence  of  property  •,  he  has  no- 
'  thing  but  his  liberty  to  contend  for,  and  for  the 

*  defence  of  that  only  he  ought  in  juftice  to  be 
'  charged  :  whereas  a  man  who  has  an  eftate,  has 

*  property  as  well  as  liberty  to  contend  for,  and  for 

4  *  the 
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'  the  defence  of  both  he  ought  to  be  charged.  Li- 
'  berty  m:iy  be  equally  dear  ro  every  man,  but  furely 

•  he  that  has  the  largeft  property,  ought  to  contri- 
'  bnre  moil:  to  the  punlic  cxpence. 

'  I'he  heavy  weight  that  lies  upon  the  landholders, 
'  is,  I  fay.  Sir,  the  only  evil  attending  the  land  tax, 
^  but  in  confidering  the  evils  that  neceffarily  attend 
'  a  tax  upon  lair,  the  land  tax  will,  upon  the  com- 
'  Tparifon,  be  found  to  have  many  advantages :  One 
^  of  the  great  evils  of  a  fait  tax,  I  may  fay  the 
'  greateft,  becaufe  it  ftrikes  at'our  conftitution,  is^ 
'  the  great  number  of  ofncers  which  mufb  be  cm- 
'  ployed  in  collefting  that  fmali  branch  of  the  re- 
'  venue.  Thefe  officers  are  all  named  by  the  crown, 
^  and  being  fpread  all  over  the  country,  mufb  have 
'  a  great  influence  in  eleiftlons :  This,  Sir,  throws 
'  a  greater  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  than 

*  is  in  my  opinion  confident  with  the  liberties  of 
'  this  nation.  If  it  ever  fhall  happen  to  be  the  mif- 
'  fortune  of  this  nation,  to  have  a  fct  of  wicked 
'  minifters  in  the  adminiftration,  and  a  weak,  or  an 
'  ambitious  prince  upon  the  throne,  the  great  num- 
'  ber  of  officers  employed  in  colle6ling  the  public 
'  revenue,  mud  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  confe- 
'  quence  to  our  happy  conflitution  *,  and  therefore 

*  we  ought  not,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  to 
'  increafe  the  number  of  thofe  flaves  of  an  admini- 
'  ftration.  As  to  this  evil,  the  land  tax  has  by  much 
'  the  advantage  of  the  fait  tax  ;  in  the  firft  there  are 
'  few  or  no  officers  employed;  the  laft  will  make 
^  an  addition  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  to  the  number 
^  of  officers  we  had  before.     This  tax  upon  fait  is 

•  likewife  a  dangerous  precedent ;  it  is  one  ftep  to- 
'  wards  a  general  excife  •,  from  this,  which  is  really 
'  an  excife  upon  fait,  we  may  come  to  have  an  ex- 
'  cife  laid  upon  every  thing  we  can  either  eat  or 
'  drink.  It  would  be  dangerous  to  begin  to  raife 
'  even  the  taxes  we  no v/  pay,  by  the  method  of  ex- 

M  2  *  cife. 
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'  cife,  both  becaufe  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent, 

*  and  becaufe  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  produce:  If 
'  the  raifing  them  by  excife  fliould  produce  lefs  than 

*  they  now  do,  they  could  not  anfwer   thoie  pay- 

*  nients  for  which  they  were  appointed  •,  and   if  it 

*  raifed  more,  it  might  (confidering  the  prefcnteila- 
'  bliihrnent  of  the  civil  lift)  throw  more  money  into 
'  the  hands  of  the  crown,  than  would  be  confiftent 
'  with  the  freedom  of  the  people. 

*  Another  advantage  which  the  land  tax  has  over 

*  the  tax  now  propofed,  is,  that  the  raifing  of  a  fhil- 

*  ling  in  the  pound,  cofts  but  a  mere  trifle,  and  is 

*  fubjedt  to  no  frauds  •,  the  whole,  I  may  fay,  that  is 

*  raifed  from  the  people,  comes  to  the  ufe  of  the 
'  public,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  ;  the  cafe 

*  is  quite  different  as  to  the  tax  upon  fait  ;  it  is  im- 
'  pofTible  to  raife  the  fait  duty  without  employing  a 
'  great  number  of  officers ;  they  muft  all  have  fala- 
'  ries,  befides  the  perquifites  and  gratuities  which 
'  always  have  been,  and  always  will  be  given  to 

*  men  in  fuch  offices  :  The  honeft  part  of  mankind 
'  can  never  get  common  juftice  from  them  without 

*  paying   the  perquifite,  and  the  fraudulent  part  of 

*  the  nation  will  always  purchafe  their  connivance  by 
'  large  gratuities ;  thus  a  very  large  fum  will  be 
'  raifed  upon  the  people,  and  but  a  fmall  part  there- 
'  of  will  ever  come  to  the  ufe  of  the  public,  or  to 
'  the  benefit  of  the  nation.     This  was  formerly  the 

*  cafe  of  this  duty  upon  fait  y  there  was  always  a 

*  great  difference  betwixt  the  grofs  and  neat  produce 

*  thereof,  and  there  never  was  any  tax  in  this  coun- 

*  try  that  gave  fo  much  occafion  to  frauds  and  per- 
'  juries  •,  the  tax  is  fo  much  above  the  proper  price 

*  of  the  commodity  upon  which  it  is  raifed,  that  it 
'  always  was,  and  always  muft  be,  a  great  tempta- 

*  tion  for  people  to  perjure  themfelves,  and  cheat 

*  the  public. 

*Iam 
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'  I  am  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  any  gentleman 
'  doubt  of  this  duty  upon  fait  being  heavy  upon 
'  trade,  and  prejudicial  to  the  manufadures  of  the 
'  nation.  It  is  fo  eafy  in  this  cafe  to  come  to  par li- 
'  cular  inftances,  that  I  defy  any  man  to  uame  one 
'  trade  or  manufadure  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  : 
'  Can  any  man  fuppofe  it  does  not  inhance  the  price 
'  of  all  provifions,  and  by  enhancing  the  price  of 
'  them,  it  becomes  a  charge  upon  every  manufidlure 

*  in  particular  •,  but  upon  our  navigation  it  is  infup- 

*  portable  -,  every  fliip  that  fails  from  this  kingdom, 
'  mud  pay  dear  for  her  fait  provifions,  or  muil  go 
'  to  fome  other  place  to  take  them  in.  Do  not  we 
^  know.  Sir,  that  many  of  our  merchant  fhips  for 

*  thefe  leveral  years  laft  pad,  have  gone  to  Ireland 
^  to  take  in  the  fait  provifions  neceflary  for  their  in- 

*  tended  voyage  ?  If  this  tax  had  been  difcontinued 
^  for  any  number  of  years,  they  would  probably 
'  have  returned  to  vid:ual  in  our  own  ports,  as  they 

*  always  did  before  the  laying  on  of  this  tax  upon 
^  fait.  Even  the  fhort  time  it  has  been  difcontinued, 
'  has  iliewn  what  a  difadvantage  the  reviving  of  ic 
'  will  be  to  the  improvement  of  land.    Since  the 

*  tax  was  taken  off,  feveral  experiments  have  been 
^  made  for  the  improvement  of  land  by  the  means 
^  of  fait,  and  they  have  all  anfwered  to  admiration. 
^  The  revival  of  this  tax  cannot  therefore  proceed 
^  from  any  compalTion  for  the  landed  gentlemen, 
'  fmce  we  thereby  prevent  the  improvement  of  their 

*  lands  -,  and  a  very  fmall  improvement  of  the  rent 
'  of  an  eftate,  is  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  one 
'  year's  land  tax,  at  a  fhilling  in  the  pound  will  a- 
'  mount  to,  even  upon  a  very  large  eftate. 

'  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  Sir,  W€  not  only  prevent 

*  the  improvement  of  land  eftates,  but  we  really 
''  take  as  much  from  almoft  every  landed-  gentleman 

*  in  another  way,  as  he  faves  by  the  diminution  of 

*  the  land  tax  ;  and  at  the  fome  time,  we  take  fo 
^  much  from  every  one  of  his  tenants,  as  to  difable 

M  3  *  them. 
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them,  or  fome  of  them  at  leaft,  from  paN^ing  the 
fame  rent  they  formerly  paid.     In  all  well-regu- 
lated countries  great  care  is  taken,   that  the  poor 
farmer  fhall  not  be  overcharged.     Where  is  there 
a  more  flourilhing,  or  a  better  cultivated  fpot  of 
ground  in  the  world,  than  our  neighbouring  coun- 
try of  Flanders  ?  Yet  what  ravages,  what  defola- 
tions,  has  that  poor  country  fuffered  by  contciiding 
armies?  What  is  this  to  be  afcribed  to  ?  ccrtiiinly 
to  that  wife  politic  of  the  landlords,  eilablifhed  as 
a  law  in  that  country,  that  whenever  any  farmer 
fuffered  any  lofs  in  his  firm  by  the  incampments 
or  depredations  of  an  army,  he  paid  no  rent  for 
that  year  to  his  landlord  :  By  that  he  was  enabled 
to  fiipport  the  lofs,  and  to  repair  the  damages  for 
the  benefit  of  his  landlord  as  well  as  himfelf    Dq 
we  not  fee  the  effeds  of  a  contrary  poliiie  in  Po- 
land  ?  There,  the  poor  tenants  are  racked  and  op- 
preflcd,  and  for  that  very  reafon  one  half  of  that 
country,  which  is  naturally  oneof  the  mod  fertile 
in  Europe^  lies  wade  and  uncultivated.     This  will 
always  be  the  confequence,  when  a  landlord  charges 
his  tenant  for  the  fake  of  a  fmall  eafe  to  himfelf. 
'  We  have  already.  Sir,  fo  many  taxes,  fo  many 
impofitions  ^  the  price  of  every   thing  is  thereby 
io  much  inhanced,  that  none  of  our  manufadyres 
can  be  fold  in  a  foreign  market  fo  cheap  as  the 
fame  fort  of  manufa6lures  are  fold  by  our  neigh- 
bours,     ^o  this  only,  the  great  decay  of  our  trade 
is  to  be  itriputed  -,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  fome 
natural  advantages,  it  would  have  been  before  now 
intirely  loft  and  gone.     It  would  have  been  happy 
for  this  nation,  if  they  had  always  railed  the  fup=. 
plies  within  the  year  :   We  feverely  feel  the  effeds 
of  this  error  in  politics  committed  by  the  genera- 
tion before  us:  And  yet  fhall  v^^e,   with  our  eyes 
open,  go  on  in  the  fiime  track,   and  doubly  load 
our  poiterity  for  a  fmall  pi  efenc  eafe  to  ourfelves  ^. 

-    .  ■  ■■.-•:        ^     -      ^wq 
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We  are  told,  that  this  tax  is  to  continue  but  for 
three  years ;  but  I  plainly  fee,  that  it  muft  be  con- 

*  tinued  longer  :  By  computation  it  is  allowed  that 
'  500000 //may  be  raifed  by  this  tax,   in  the  fpace 

*  of  two  years  and  a  half;  from  whence  I  forcfce, 

*  that  at  the  end  of  three  years  we  fhall  be  told,  that 

*  there  being  half  a  year  good  in  hand,   the  conti- 

*  nuing  it  but  for  two  years  longer,   will  raife  fuch 

*  anodier  fum.  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that  at  the  end 
'  of  this  three  years,  we  fhall  be  under  a  much 

*  greater  necefllty  of  raifing  fuch  a  fum  by  extraor- 
^  dinary  means,  than  we  are  at  prefent,  at  the  end 
^  of  five  years  it  may  be  the  fame,  and  thus  it  may 
^  for  ever  continue. 

'  Even  the  landed  gentlemen,  if  they  confider 
^  their  own  interefl,  never  will  defire  to  be  eafed 
'  as  to  the  land  tax,  by  laying  on  any  other  tax  in 
^  place  thereof.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  landed  gentlemen 
'  will  always  find,  that  what  they  fave  by  this  eafe 
'  as  to  the  land  tax,  is  more  than  exhaufted  by  what 
'  they  pay  out  of  their  own  pockets,  towards  the  tax 
^  laid  on  in  its  room  ♦,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  poor 
'  tenants  and  farmers  are  opprePfcd,  and  the  trade  of 
'  the  country  undone.    Let  us  but  fjppofe,  that  the 

*  fum  of  five  millions  were  to  be  raifed,  and  this  I 
'  believe  is  as  large  a  fum  as  the  neat  produce  of  all 

*  our  taxes  will  amount  to.  If  this  fum  were  to  be 
^  all  raifed  by  a  land  tax,  it  would  amount  to  ten 
*"  ihil lings  in  the  pound :  This  indeed  would  be  a 
^  moil  grievous  tax,  but  let  any  gentleman  compute 
^  what  he  now  pays  under  the  prefent  method  of 
'  taxation,  towards  the  land  tax,  towards  the  malt 

*  tax,  towards  the  window  lights,  and  by  the  advan- 
'  ced  price  of  all  the  neceffaries  and  conveniences  of 

*  life,  which  he  either  makes  ufe  of  in  his  family, 

*  or  is  obliged  to  call  and  pay  for  when  he  is  a- 

*  broad  -,  I  believe  he  will  find,  that  in  the  year's 

*  time  it  amounts  to  more  than  if  ke  were  to  pay  a 
^  land  tax  often  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  at  lead 

M  4  '  to 
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^  to  as  much  again  upon  the  reft  of  the  people. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  our 
'  prefent  method  of  taxation.     The  charge  is  fo 

*  great,  and  the  advantages  taken  by  the  merchant 

*  and  retailer  are  fo  extravagant,  that  one  half  at 

*  leaft  of  what  is  raifed  upon  the  people,  never  comes 

*  to  the  ufe  of  the  pqblic.     It  is  fo  far.  Sir,  from 
f              *  being  laid  out,  or  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the 

'  people,  that  it  may  fome  time  or  another  be  turned 

'  towards  the  enflaving  of  them.  From  whence,  Sir, 

*  I  think  it  is  as  demonftrable  as  any  propofition 

*  in  Euclid,  that  if  we  aclually  paid  a  land  tax  of 

*  ten  (hillings  in  the  pound,  without  paying  any  other 
'  excifes  or  duties,  our  liberties  and  our  properties 

*  would  be  much  more  fecure,  and  every  landed 
'  gentleman  might  live  at  l^aft  in  as  much  plenty, 

*  and  mj'ght  make  a  better  provifion  for  his  family,  ^ 

*  than  under  our  prefent  method  of  taxation. 

'  I  (liall  conclude,  Sir,  with  obferving  that  as  this. 
^i  tax  falls  moft  grievoufly  upon  the  poor,  and  as  they 

*  are  by  far  the  majority  of  the  people,  it  muft  of 
^-  confequence  raife  a  general  murmuring  and  dif- 

*  content  againft  the  adminiftration  :  By  this  the  go- 

*  vernment,  for  their  own  fecurity,  will  be  obliged  to 

*  keep  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army  ;  this  will  be 

*  new  ground  of  complaint  amofig  the  people:  They 
*-  will  at  laft  begin  to  think,  that  their  liberties  and 
'  properties  are  really  in  danger  -,  and  I  hope  the 
^  people  of  this  nation  will  always  have  courage 
^  enough  to  difpute  fo  facred,  fo  valuable  a  prize  \ 

*  but  curfed  muft  they  be,  v/hofe  meafures  fhall  oc- 
^  cafion  fuch  a  conteft/ 

Mr.^D0T       Mr.  l)imdafs  fpoke  to  the  eflfe6i:  as  follows.    *  Sir, 
fp^ci!.       *  We  ha^e  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  inequality  of 

*  the  land  tax,  and  great  complaints,  that  notwith- 

*  ftanding  of  its  being  raifed  for  the  good  of  all,  yet 
^  there  were  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  nation  that  con- 
5  tributed  any  thing  thereunto,    \  grants  Sir,  that  it 
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'  is  fo  far  unequal  *,  but  then  as  no  man  contributes 

*  but  he  that  has  an  efhite,  it  cannot  be  laid,  that  it 
'  is  infupportable  to  any  man  •,  and  it  mud  be  al- 
^  lowed  that  the  reft  of  the  nation  are  quite  free 
«  from  that  burden.  But  this  tax  upon  fait  is  as  un- 
^  equal  as  the  other  ;  for  there  are  a  great  many 

*  gentlemen  in  this  nation,  the  greateft  part  of  whole 
?  eftates  confifts  in  falt-works,  and  by  this  tax  there 

*  will  be  at  leaft  one   fixth  pnrt,   I   may  fay  one 

*  fourth  part  of  their  eltates  taken  from  them.  The 

*  inequality  therefore  is  as  great  with  refpetft  to  this 
'  tax,  as  with  refpe6l  to  that  upon  land' ;  but  no 
'  man,  noperfon  in  the  nation  can  be  free  from  this 
^  tax  upon  fait,  it  muft  be  burdenfome  upon  all, 
'  and  infupportable  to  a  great  many.  I  have  the 
^  lefs  reafon  to  be  againft  the  reviving  of  this  tax, 

*  becaufe  by  the  articles  of  the  Union,  that  part  of 
^  the  country  which  1  come  from,  is  to  be  free  there- 
'  from,  or  at  lead  from  the  greateft  part  thereof; 
^  Nor  can  I  think  that  the  taking  off  of  a  tax,  for 

*  one  year,  which  Scc/tland  is  by  the  articles  of  the 
%  Union  to  be  free  from,  and  laying  it  on  the  very 

*  next  year,  will  ever  afford  a  pretence  for  tha 
charging  of  the  people  of  Scotland  with  the  pay- 
ment of  fjch  a  tax  ;  otherwife  it  would  be  eafy  to 
fubje^l  them  to  all  thofe  taxes  and  duties  which 
they  are  declared  free  from,  by  the  articles  of  the 
Union.  This,  Sir,  is  my  opinion,  but  I  fliall  be 
very  forty  ever  to  fee  any  thing  brought  into  this 

*  houfc,  that  may  pofTibly  bring  any  one  of  the  ar- 
^  tides  of  Union  into  queftion,  or  fo  much  as  raife 

*  a  doubt  about  the  meaning  and  intention  of  any 
^  one  of  them:  Explanations  in  that  affair  will  al- 

*  ways  be  dangerous,  and  every  man  who  wi flies 

*  well,  either  to  his  King  or  his  country,  will  en- 

*  deavour  as  much  as  he  can,  to  avoid  coming  to 

*  any  fuch.  If  there  were  no  other  reafon.  Sir,  for 
^  my  being  againft  this  duty  upon  fait,  this  one  i$ 

'  enough 
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•^  enough  to  ine,  that  there  appears  to  be  feveral  gon-^ 
tiemcn  in  this  houfe,  who  are  of  a  different  ien-. 
timentfrom  me,  with  refpe6l  to  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  that  article  of  the  Union,  by  which 
Scotland  is  declared  free  from  the  duties  then  pay- 
able upon  Hik.  I  hope  all  the  gentlemen,  of  my 
own  country  at  lead,  are  in  this  point  of  the  fame 
fentiment  with  me  ;  and  confcquently,  as  they  have 
very  little  to  do  in  the  prefent  queftion,  I  hope 
they  will  at  lead  withdraw,  and  not  join  in  laying 
a  tax  upon  their  neighbours,  which  their  own 
country  is  not  to  bear  an  equal  ihare  in. 
*  It  is  well  known,  how  many  frauds  and  perju-^ 
ries  were  committed  during  the  time  that  there 
was  a  duty  upon  foreign  falt^  and  drawbacks  al- 
lowed upon  the  exportation  of  iilh  cured  therewith. 
How  many  fhips  were  fent  out  with  iifli,  pretend- 
ed to  be  fo  cured,  which  never  carried  any  to  a 
foreign  market  ?  Do  not  we  know^  that  fome  fhips 
have  been  entered,  or  at  lead  pretended  to  have 
been  entered,  and  the  drawbacks  for  the  cargoes  of 
fuch  pretended  fhips  have  been  not  only  allowed, 
but  paid  5  and  yet  it  was  afterwards  difcovered, 
that  no  fuch  fhip  was  ever  built  ?  One  gentleman 
was  obliged  to  fly  his  country  for  fuch  pradices  % 
it  is  true>  he  afterwards  got  a  pardon,  and  foon 
after  a  commifTion  in  the  cuftoms :  how  he  came 
to  deferve  fuch  favours,  and  fuch  preferment,  is 
more  than  I  can  tell;  but  I  am  fure  no  man  ever 
was,  or  will  be  deterred  from  being  guilty  of  fuch 
crimes,  by  the  feverity  of  the  punifhment  he  met 
with.  The  multitude  of  thofe  frauds  committed 
by  the  ejfporters,  or  pretended  exporters  of  fifh 
cured  v/ith  foreign  fait,  was  fo  great,  that  the  go- 
vernment was  obliged  at  laft  to  take  the  duty  in- 
tirely  off  of  foreign  fait,  and  every  man  was  al- 
lowed to  import  duty-free,  as  much  as  was  necef- 

*  fary  for  curing  all  the  fifh  he  exported  to  any  fo- 

*  'feign  market  *  Whiit  was  the  confequence  ?  "Why^ 

*  under 
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^  under  this  pretence  of  curing  filh  for  a  foreign 
market,  a  great  deal  of  foreign  fait  was  imported 
publickly,  and  afterwards  privately  fold  about  the 
country  for  all  the  ufes  in  ^ife  ;  and  it  is  well 
known,  the  proprietors  of  fait- works  know  it  to 
their  coft,  that  while  the  duty  continued  upon 
home-made  fcdt,  there  was  none  of  it  ever  made 
ufe  of  in  many  parts  of  this  itLind.  If  this  tax  be 
revived,  the  fcime  frauds  will  be  renewed  •,  and 
frauds  there  will  be,  put  it  in  what  fhape  you 
will  :  If  you  revive  the  duty  upon  foreign  fair, 
there  will  then  be  frauds  as  to  the  draw-backs :  If 
you  revive  the  duty  upon  home  fait,  without  lay- 
ing a  duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  (alt, 
then  in  feveral  places  of  the  country,  they  will 
fall  upon  fome  fraudulent  way  or  another  of  get- 
ting foreign  fait  for  all  ufes;  whereby  you  will 
increafe  the  national  expcnce,  and  in  a  little  tim€ 
deftroy  mod  of  your  own  lalt- works. 
'  The  independency  of  this  houle  has  of  late  years 
been  much  talked  of;  I  hope  it  will  ahvays  be  in- 
dependent: But  I  mutl  (ay.  Sir,  that  if  a'fchenae 
had  been  laid  down  for  making  this  houfe  depen- 
dent upon  the  crown,  a  more  eafy,  a  more  effec- 
tual, a  more  certain  method  could  not  have  been 
contrived  for  the  fuccefs  of  fucha  wicked  fcheme, 
than  this  of  reviving  the  fak-duty.  By  this  duty, 
there  is  fo  large  a  fum  yearly  raifed,  and  fo  little 
brought  to  the  public  account,  that  it  may  really 
be  moft  properly  called,  a  bribing  of  us  with  our 
own  money.  I  am  fure  his  Majcfly  never  can 
think  of  fuch  a  fcheme ;  he  has  the  intereft  of 
the  nation,  and  the  benefit  of  mankind  too  much 
at  heart,  to  let  any  fuch  fchemes  ever  enter  into 
his  thoughts;  but  every  man  is  fenfible,  that  a 
great  number  of  officers  ail  named  by  the  crown, 
and  removable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  King,  or 
of  thofe  in  the  adminiflration,  may  have  Cif  fo 
applied;  an  influence  upon  the  eledions  for  mem- 

*  bers 
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*  bers  of  Pari  lament;  and  confidering  the  time  that 

*  this  duty  is  now  laid  on,  that  it  is  laid  on  for  three 

*  years  only,  and  that  within  that  time  there  is  to 

*  be,  as  *tis  hoped,  a  new  choice  of  reprefentatives, 
Ir               *  one  who  does  not  know  his  Majefty's  good  anci 

*  juft  intentions,  will  be  apt  to  fufped,  that  the  lay- 
'  ing  onfuch  a  tax,  at  fuch  a  critical  jundure,  is  with 
'  defign  to  influence  the  approaching  eledions.     I 

*  fhall  always  be  againftany  meafure  that  may  give 
'  the   meaneft  of  his  Majefty's  fubje6ts   the   lead 

*  caufe  to  fufpe6t,  that  his  Majefly  ever  had  a  defign 
'  of  making  ufe  of  any  fuch  influence,     I  amcon- 

*  vinced,  he  has  no  fuch  defign  •,  I  firmly  believe,  ha 

*  never  will  form  any  fuch  defign  ;  but,  as  much  the 

*  greateft  part  of  the  people  live  remote  from  court, 

*  and  have  no  opportunity  of  knowing  his  Majefty's 

*  real  intentions,  they  may  put  wrong  conftrudions 
'  upon  things;  and  therefore  no  man,  who  is  a  fin- 
'  cere  lover  of  the  preient  happy  eftahlifliment, 
'  ought  to  agree  to  any  meafure,  which  is,  in  its. 

*  own  nature,^  liable  to  be  mifapprehended,  and  apt 
'  to  raife  jealouftes  and  fears  among  his  Majefty*s 
'  faithful  iubjeds,* 

^^'xrRehert        ^'^  Rohcrt  WdpoU  fpokc  again,  to  the  elfed  as 

Pf^aipoiis     follows.     '  Sir,  Though  1  had  examined  this  affair 

%ech,        4  ^jj.|^  jj^^  utmoft  accuracy  I  was  capable  of ;  the* 

'  1  was  convinced,  that  what  I  was  to  propofe  was 

*  for  the  public  good,  and  for  the  relief  of  thofe  who 

*  have  been  long  opprefled  ;  yet  I  cxpeded  that  the 

*  motion  I  was  to  make  would  meet  with  oppofition, 
'  either  from  thofe  who  have  not  fo  thoroughly  con- 

*  fideredthis  matter,  or  from  thofe  whofe  particular 

*  intereft,  or  private  views,  lead  them  to  beagainflit, 

*  However,  this  difficulty  and  trouble  which  I  fore- 
'  faw  I  was  to  encounter,  did  not,  nor  ever  fhall  de- 
'  ter  me  from  offering  to  this  houfe,  what  I  take  to 
'  be  for  the  good  of  my  country,  and  for  the  relief  of 
^  thofe  in  diilrefs.     All  public  affemblies  muft  for 

^  evejT 
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ever  be  compofcd  of  perfons  who  have  different 
ways  of  thinking,  different  interefts,  and  different 
ends.  Every  tax  that  can  bepropofed,  will  be  ob- 
jedled  to  by  Tome  of  thofe  who  are  to  p-.iy  it  -,  and 
the  mofl.  unequal  tax  will  be  approved  of,  and  pre- 
ferred to  the  iTioft  equal,  by  thofe  who  are  to  con* 
tribute  nothing,  or  a  very  little  thereto.  The 
journals  of  this  houfe  niay  afford  us  many  examples 
of  petitions  prefented,  and  a  molt  vigorous  oppo- 
fition  made  to  things  that  have,  in  their  own  na- 
ture, appeared  to  be  an  univerfal  benefit  to  man- 
kind. Thofe  who  live  by  the  neceffities  of  man- 
kind, will  for  ever  oppofe  what  is  propofed  for 
their  relief  i  from  hence  it  is,  that  we  always 
fee  great  oppofition  made  to  all  attempts  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  rivers,  or  of  wafte  lands 
and  commons  ;  we  are  therefore,  Sir,  never  to 
conclude  againft  the  public  benefit  of  any  propo- 
fition,  becaufe  v/e  fee  it  violently  oppofed. 
'  Envy  and  malice  will  often  prompt  men  to  op- 
pofe what  is  apparently  for  their  own  immediate 
benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  their  country. 
Every  man,  I  believe,  even  in  a  private  flat  ion  of 
life,  has  enemies  •,  but  thofe  who  are  in  any  public 
ftation,  have  always  a  great  many.  Thofe  who  en- 
vy them,  will  always  grudge  them  the  glory  of 
doing  any  thing  for  the  public  good,  and  will  en- 
deavour to  defeat,  or  to  give  a  wrong  turn  to 
whatever  they  propofefor  the  benefit  of  their  coun- 
try, or  for  the  eafe  of  the  people.  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  oppofes  what  I 
have  moved  for,  from  any  fuch  motives.  I  am 
perfuaded  that  the  oppofition  made  thereto,  pro- 
ceeds intirely  from  their  miflaking  the  cafe  before 
us  •,  and  therefore  I  fhall  endeavour,  as  much  as  I 
can,  to  remove  thofe  miftakes,  and  will  think  the 
pains  I  am  at  well  beftowed,  if  I  can  thereby  con- 
vince any  one  gentleman  of  this  houfe*  of  the  error 
he  has  been  in. 

'  Th<^ 
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*  The  influence  to  be  added  to  the  power  of  the 
^  crown,  by  ^c  addition  of  fuch  a  number  of  ofH- 
cers,  as  muft  be  employed  in  the  colIe6ling  of  this 
revenue,  is,  I  find,  a  mighry  objection  againil  the 
reviving  of  this  duty  upon  fait.  I  am  forry,  Sir^ 
to  find  that  any  gentleman  fliould  think  fo  mean- 
ly  of  his  native  country.  Our  liberties  and  Our 
properties  would  indeed  be  in  the  mod  imminent 
danger,  if  an  addition  of  4  or  500oiiicers  could 
add  fuch  a  terrible  influence  to  the  power  of  the 
crown.  But,  Sir,  we  have  the  experience  of  above 
30  years,  to  convince  us  of  the  unreafonablenefs 
of  fuch  apprehenfions  ;  and,  during  a  great  part 
of  this  time,  the  crown  had,  befides  this  number 
of  falt-ofHcers,  a  much  more  numerous  army  than 
it  has  at  prefent ;  confequently  the  power  of  the 
crown  muft  have  been  much  greater  than  it  can  be 
made  by  what  is  now  propofed  :  and  yet  it  was 
never  found  to  be  too  great  •,  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  crown  was  always  obliged  to  fue  for,  and 
tofubmit  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people.  While 
the  power  of  the  crown  is  properly  applied,  and 
made  ufe  of  only  to  defend  the  liberties  and  pro- 
perties of  the  fubjedl,  the  crown  will  always  have 
the  inclinations  of  the  majority  of  the  people  in 
its  favour.  This  is  the  natural  and  juft  influence 
which  the  crown  ought  to  have,  and  I  hope  it  will 
never  have  any  other  in  this  kingdom.  We  know 
that  the  fadious  and  the  difaffeded  have  always 
exclaimed  againfl:the  number  of  officers,  and  have 
alledged,  that  the  difappointments  they  met  with, 
in  their  oppofition  to  the  mofl  juft  and  the  moft 
reafonable  meafures  propofed  by  the  court,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  influence  of  fuch  officers  ;  but  it 
is  evident  that  the  people  of  this  nation  never 
could  be  brought  by  fuch  influence,  to  do  any  thing 
that  wasinconfiftent  with  their  liberties  and  privi- 
leges ;  And  as  there  is  no  greater  number  of  of- 
ficera  now  propofed,  than  what  was  before  em- 

'  ployed 
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ployed  when  this  duty  was  fubfiiling,  it  cannot  be 
preilimed,  that  this  influence  will  now  be  greater 
than  it  has  been  in  times  pafl.  Do  not  therefore 
let  imaginary  fears  and  vain  apprehenlions  deter 
us  from  giving  a  relief  to  the  moll  diftrefied  part 
of  our  fellow-fijbjcdls. 

'  Another  bugbear  raifed  againft  this  duty  upon 
fait,  is,  that  it  is  a  fort  of  excife,  and  may  be  a 
precedent  for  introducing  a  general  excife,  1  am 
perfuaded  that  no  man  ever  yet  thought  of  intro- 
ducing a  general  excife  into  this  country  -,  I  ca-n 
anfwer  for  myfelf,  I  never  did  :  but  becaufe  there 
is  fuch  a  term  as  a  general  excife,  becaufe  thera 
may  be  fuch  a  thing  in  fome  countries,  Ihall  ws 
therefore  admit  of  no  particular  excife,  nor  any 
duty  upon  any  particular  commodity  ?  We  may 
as  well  fay  we  will  pay  no  tax,  becaufe  in  fome 
countries,  that  have  the  misfortune  to  be  fubje6l  to 
arbitrary  power,  they  are  oppreffed  with  taxes. 
An  excife  is  only  a  word  for  a  tax  raifed  in  a  dif=. 
ferent  manner  ;  and  if  it  be  found  by  experience, 
that  our  prefent  method  of  raifing  our  taxes  is 
more  burdenfome  upon  our  trade,  and  more  incon=- 
venient  and  expenfive  to  the  merchant,  than  the 
raifing  them  by  way  of  excife  would  be,  I  can  fee 
no  manner  of  reafoh  why  we  fhould  be  frightened 
by  thefe  two  words  general  excife^  from  changing 
the  method  of  raifing  the  taxes  we  now  pay,  and 
chufing  that  method  which  is  mofb  convenient  for 
the  trading  part  of  the  nation.  The  laying  of  au 
excife  upon  one  commodity,  or  upon  one  fort  of 
provifions,can  no  more  be  a  precedent  for  a  gene^- 
ral  excife,  than  my  giving  a  poor  man  half  ^ 
crown,  can  be  a  precedent  for  my  giving  him  my 
whole  eftare.  We  find  that  the  method  of  raifing 
taxes,  by  way  of  excife,  is  not  abfolutely  incon- 
fiftent  with  liberty,  we  find  it  is  the  method  by 
which  mod  of  the  taxes  in  Holland  zx^  raifed  -,  and 
*  their  method  is  rsckon'd  much  preferable  to  ours, 
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by  all  thofe  who  uriderftand  any  thing  of  trade  ; 
yet  no  man  can  fay  but  that  the  Dutch  are  a  free 
people,  and  are  as  jealous  of  their  liberties,  as  any 
people  ought  in  reafon  to  be. 
'  There  are,  at  prefent,  no  thoughts  of  convert- 
ing any  duty  into  an  excife  •,  but  if  all,  or  moft 
part  of  our  cuftoms  were  converted  intoexcifes,  I 
am  perfuaded  it  v^^ould  be  beneficial  to  our  com- 
merce in  general  i  and  there  is  no  great  fear  of  its 
adding  fo  much  to  the  civil  lifl: :  for  notwithftand- 
ing  of  the  great  clam  ours  that  have  been  raifed  up- 
on that  head,  it  appears,  that  from  his  Majcfty's  ac- 
ceflion,  to  the  year  1731,  even  including  the 
1 15,000  /.  granted  by  Parliament  to  makeup  the 
deficiency  of  the  civil  lift  revenue,  the  produce  of 
all  thofe  duties  appropriated  to  the  civil  lift,  has 
not,  in  the  whole,  amounted  to  800,000  /.  per  an- 
num^ which  is  the  fum  that  has  been  judged  by 
Parliament  to  be  neceflary  for  fupporting  the  charge 
of  his  Majefty's  civil  lift  ;  fo  that  if  by  the  method 
of  excife  thefe  duties  fhould  produce  a  little  more, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  they  can  produce 
a  great  deal  more,  they  will  only  make  up  that 
fum  which  the  Parliament  have  thought  themfelves 
obliged,  in  juftice,  to  make  good  to  his  Majefty. 
*  1  muft  fay,  Sir,  I  am  furprifed  at  the  propofal 
that  has  been  made,  for  laying  this  whole  tax  upon 
fait  made  in  Scotland  -,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  gentle- 
men are  not  ferious  in  what  they  propofe  ;  I  rec- 
kon it  was  made  only  to  divert  the  principal  que- 
ftion,  and  to  oblige  the  gentlemen  of  thatcountry 
to  be  againft  it,  not  becaufe  they  difapprove  of  it 
in  the  main,  but  for  fear  their  country  fhould  be, 
by  an  after- refolution,  charged  with  a  duty  which, 
by  the  articles  of  the  union,  they  are  declared  free 
^Yom  for  ever.  The  falt-duty  now  propofed  to  be 
revived,  was  granted  at  two  feveral  times  ;  one 
was  for  but  i  s,per  bufhel,  the  other  was  for  2  s, 
4  d»  per  bufhel.  Ac  the  time  of  making,  the  union, 
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'  the  Scotch  commiflioners  were    willing  that  their 

*  country  (liould,  after  a  certain  term  of  years,  be 

*  fubjecl  to  the  i  s.  per  bulhel  ;  but  they  declared, 
^  that  their  people  could  not  poiTibly  aitord  to  pay 
'  the  additional  2  s.  and  4  d,  •,  and  therefore  they  in- 
'  fifted  upon  their  being  free  from  it  fcr  ever ^  which 

*  on  our  fide  was  agreed  to.  The  ail  of  the  9th  and 
'  loth  of  King  Willitim,  had  impofed  this  duty  of 
^  2  s.  4.  d.  for  ever^  and  therefore  that  article  of  the 
'  Union,  relating  to  this  duty  upon  fait,  was  drawn 

*  up  in  thefe  terms  :  That   the  Scots  fhould    be  ex- 

*  empted  for  feven  years,  from  ail  duties  whatever 
'  on  home-made  fait,  after  which  they  were  to  pay 
^  the  duties  levied   in  England^  with  this  exception, 

*  and  in  thefe  exprefs    words,  ^hat  Scotland  Jhall^ 

*  after  the  f aid  feven  years  ^  remahi  exempted  from  the 

*  duty  <?/  2  s.  4  d.  impofed  on  home -made  fait  ^  by  an 
'  a5i  made  in  England,  in  the  gth  and  loth years  of 
'  King  William  III.  of  England.     Can  there  be  any 

*  thing  more  exprefs  than  this  ?  By  the  a6t  therein 
'  mentioned^  the  duty  was  exprefly  to  continue  to  be 
^  levied  in  England  for  ever.  Is  it  not  therefore  evi« 
'  dent,  that  by  the  arntle  of  the  Union,  referring  to 
'  that  a6l,  the  Scots  ^.x^  for  ever  to  be  free  from  that 

*  duty  ?  Shall  v/e  be  fo  unjuft,  fliall  we  be  fo  unge» 
'  nerous,  as  to  make   ufe  of  a  downright  quirk  in 

*  law,  to  fabje6l  thofe  people  to  a  duty,  which,  by 
'  the  agreement  between  us,  they  are//?r  ever  to  l)e 

*  free  from  ?  This  was  the  exprefs  ilipulation  between 
'  the  two  nations,  at  the  time  the  Union  was  made= 

*  How  captious  then  muft  it  be  to  fay,  that  the  ex- 
'  emption  can  only  bear  a  relation  to  the  duty  im- 

*  poled  by  that  adt  \  and  cannot  be  claimed  with  re« 

*  fpedt  to  the  fame  duty  nov/  to  be  impofed  by  a 

*  new  ad  .^  If  fuch  a  pretence  were  to  be  admitted  ; 

*  if  taking   off  any  duty   impofed    by   former  atSl^ 

*  under  which  the  people  of  Scotlandw^xt  intitlcd  to 

*  an  exemption,  and  laying  on  the  fame  duty  again 
<  by  a  new  ad,  were  admitted  of  as  an  avoidance  of 
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'  their  claim  of  exemption,  of  what  force  can  any 

*  fuch  article  of  agreement  be  ?  Have  we  it  not  in 

*  our  power,  at  this  rate,  to  defeat  every  exemption 

*  which  the  Scots  are  intitled  to  by  the  Union  ?  For 

*  it  is  but  repealing  that  adl  under  which  they  claim 

*  an  exemption,  and  then,  in  a  year  or  two  after- 
'  wards,  impofing  the  fame  duty  by  a  new  a6V.  Thus 

*  the  Scots  might  be  at  once  fubjecled  to  thofe  duties 

*  which  they  are  not  able,  which  they  ought  not  to 

*  bear.     But  would  it  be  fair,  would  it  be  candid 

*  in  us  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  fubterfuge,  againft  a 

*  nation  that  has  trufted  lb  much  to  our  honour  ? 

'  This  tax  cannot  therefore  be  faid  to  be  unequal, 
^  becaufe  Scotland  does  not  pay  as  much  as  is  paid  in 
<  England,    The  people  in  that  country   are  to  pay 

*  as  much  as  they  ought  to  pay,  and  as  much  as  we 

*  can,  in  jultice  or  equity,  demand.     Nor  does  it 

*  fignify  whether  the  Ihare  they  pay  be  fent  up  here 

*  or  not :  They  have  an  equal  right  to  be  protected 

*  and  defended ;  the  protecting  and  defending  the 

*  people  of  that  country,   is  a  part  of  the  public 

*  charge  :  It  is  a  part  of  the  national  expence,  and 

*  muft  be  defrayed  out  of  the  public  revenue  ;  and 

*  the  applying  of  the  money  raifed  in  that  country, 

*  towards  the  public  expence  in  that  country,  is  the 

*  fame  as  if  it  were  fent  up  to  the  Exchequer  here* 

*  We  ought  to  be  the  more  careful  of  that  part  of  the 

*  ifland,  becaufe  we  have  found  by  experience,  that 
'  there  can  be  no  invaiion  upon,  nor  any  commotion 

*  among  the  people  in  that  country,  but  what  muft 

*  foon  come  to  affedl  ourfelves.    For  our  own  fafety 

*  then,  we  are  obliged  to  be  at  the  charge  of  defend- 

*  ing  them,  and  confequently  it  can  be  no  objedlion 

*  againft  any  tax,  that  the  produce  thereof  arifing 

*  in  Scotland  is  applied  to  the  anfwering  of  fuch  a 

*  purpofe.     Nor  is  this  tax  unequal,  becaufe  of  the 

*  lofs  that  the  proprietors  of  fait- works  may  fuftain, 

*  for  none  of  their  eftates  can  be  thereby  diminift»ed. 
«  The  tax  is  not  paid  by  the  maker,  or  by  the  fel- 

*  ler,  but  by  the  cgnfumer  j  and  the  charge  comes 

*  to 
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to  fucha  trifle  upon  every  particular  man,  that  it 
cannot  be  pretended,  that  any  man  will  confume 
lefs  lalt  than  he  did  before  *,  if  there  were  no  fuch 
tax,  no  man  would  make  ufe  of  more  fait  than  he 
had  occafion  for,  and  the  tax  makes  fo  fmall  an 
additional  charge,  that  it  will  never  oblige  any 
man  to  make  ufe  of  lefs. 

*  The  great  charge  of  railing  this  tax,  has  been 
made  ufe  of,  as  a  weighty  argument  againft  it  ;  but 
when  we  come  to  make  acomparifon  between  this 
and  the  land-tax,  the  difference  will  be  found  to 
be  but  inconfiderable.  If  proper  allowances  are 
made,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  railing  of  this  tax 
upon  faltj  will  not  coft  the  government  above 
22,000  /.  per  annum.  The  land  tax,  we  know, 
cods  the  publicj  by  parliamentary  allowance,  and 
other  necefTary  charges  of  management,  at  leafl, 
I ^^^00 1. per  annum  ;  befidesthis,  there  is  an  office 
kept  in  commiffion,  of  purpofe  for  fuperintending 
it,  which  cofts  above  4000  /.  per  annum  more  ;  fo 
that  the  land  tax  really  coffs  the  public  about 
1  8,000  /,  per  a?inum.  Thus  the  difference  between 
the  charge  of  raifmg  the  falt-tax,  and  that  of  rai- 
fmg  the  land-tax,  appears  at  laft  to  be  but  4000/, 
per  annum  •,  which  is  not  half  a  farthing  in  a  year 
to  every  perfon  that  is  to  contribute  thereunto. 
Shall  we  then,  for  the  fake  of  faving  this  4000  /. 
a  year  to  the  nation  in  general,  or  this  half  a  Jar- 
thing  to  every  particular  perfon  •,  fhall  we,  I  fay, 
for  this  reafon  continne  to  opprefs  the  landed  gen- 
tlemen, contrary  to  all  equity  andjuftice,  andre- 
fufc  to  approve  of  a  meafure  by  which  they  are  to 
be  relieved,  without  throwing  any  fenfible  charge 
upon  any  one  man  in  the  nation  ?  If  the  difference 
were  much  higher  than  what  it  is,  is  it  not,  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  the  nation  in  general,  amply  repaid  by 
this;  that  in  continuing  the  land-tax  at  two  (hil- 
lings in  the  pound,  the  nation  is  obliged  to  raife 
the  whole  fum  wanted  within  one  year  ?  Whereas 
if  the  land-tax  i?  put  at  one  Ihilling  in  the  pound, 

N  2  *  aid 


i8o  Parliamentary       A.  2732. 

*  and  the  fah-tax  laid  on  in  place  of  the  other  fhil- 

*  ling,  the  nation  has  three  years  to  raife  that  fum, 
'  which  otherwife  is  to  be  raifed  m  one.  Every  man 

*  in  common  life  would  rather  chufe  to  have  three 
'■  years  for  the  payment  of  a  debt,  than  to  be  obhg- 
'  ed  to  pay  it  in  one :  Every  man  would  be  glad  to 
'  pay  fomething  for  fuch  an  indulgence,  and  a  great 
'  deal   more  in  proportion  than   the    difference  of 

*  the  charge  in  raifing  thofe  two   taxes  can  ever  a- 


'  mount  to. 


'  The  great  difference  that   always  appeared  be- 

*  tween  the  grofs  and  nett  produce  of  this  duty,  has 
'  been  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument  to  flievv  the  great 

*  charge  of  collecting  this  revenue,  and  to  convince 

*  us  that  there  was  always  a  great  deal  more  raifed 

*  from  the  people,  than  ever  came  to  the  benefit  of 

*  the  public  ;  but  this  argument  will   quit^  vanifli 

*  when  the  matter  is  kt  in  a  clear  light  ;  it  will  then 

*  appear,  that  thofe  gentlemen  are  in  a  very  great 
'  miftake:  They  have  always  called  that  the  grofs 
'  produce,  which  never  was  any  thing  but  the  grofs 
'  charge;  thefe  are  two  things  of  a  very  different 

*  nature,  and  therefore  they  never  ought  to  be  con- 

*  founded  by  thofe  who  have  a  mind  to  form  a  right 

*  judgment  about  any  branch  of  the  revenue.     We 

*  know  that  while  this  duty  was  fubfifting,  the  grofs 
'  charge  was  generally  reckoned,  co^nmunihus  annis^ 
'  at  about  470,000  /.  fer  annum^  but  then  there  were 

*  a  great  many  articles  charged  to  this  branch,  which 
'  never  were  really  produced  or  paid  to  it,  and  con- 

*  fequently  they  never  can  be  reckoned  any  part  of 

*  its  grofs  produce.     I  fhall  take  notice  of  the  moft 

*  confiderable  of  thofe  articles  which  were  charged 
'  and  brought  to  the  general  account  of  this  branch, 

*  without  ever  being  produced  or  paid  by  any  one 

*  perfon,  and  therefore  it  is  certain  that  they  never 

*  could  be  looked  on  as  a  charge  or  burden  upon  the 

*  fubieCls  of  this  nation, 

Mn 
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'  In  former  times,  while  this  duty  was  fubriftlng, 
^  we  know  that  all  fait  was  charged  with  duties  when 
'  foJd  and  deJivered  from  the  works,  and  confequent- 
^  Jy  from  that  inilant  it  became  an  article  of  the  grofs 
'  charge  of  this  revenue;  but  then  whatever  fait  was 

*  bought  by  any  perfon  who  had  a  mind  to  export 

*  the  fame,  he  paid  no  money  for  the  duties  then 
'  charged  upon  the  fait  he  had  bought,  but  entered 

*  into  a  bond  to  pay  the  duty,  which  bond  was  can- 
'  celled  upon  a  debenture  made  out,  certifying  the 
'  fait  to  have  been  exported.  From  hence  it  appears, 
'  that  for  all  the  fait  that  ever  was  exported,  there 

*  neve^r  \yas  one  farthing  of  money  adually  paid  by 

*  the  fubjed  •,  and  by  the  books  k  appears,  that  this 
^  one  article  alone    at  a   medium,    amounted    to 

*  120,000/.  per  annum.  As  no  part  of  this  fum 
'  was  ever  produced  or  paid  by  any  perfon,  there- 
'  fore  it  cannot  be  reckoned  as  a  part  of  the  grofs 

*  produce,  though  it  was  always  reckoned  as  a  part 

*  of  the  grofs  charge. 

*  Another  confiderable   article  arofe  from   what 

'  was  allowed  for  the  fifliery  ;  for  curers  of  filh  paid 

'  no  duty,  neither  did  they  give  bonds  for  what  fait 

^  they  ufed   in  curing  of  fifh  -,  but   the    quantities 

*  which  they  took  up  for  that  purpofc,  were  all  cn- 
'  tered  into  the  accounts  of  the  office,  as  a  part  of 
«  the  grofs  charge  of  this  duty,  but  were  all  difchar- 

*  ged  upon  due  proof  given,  that  the  fait  had  been 
'  ufed  in  curing  of  fifh ;  and  this  article  amounted  at 

*  a  medium  to  51,000/.  per  annuw^  which  is  like- 

*  wife  to  be  dedudled  from  the  grofs  charge. 

'  Rock-falt  was  charged  with  the  duty  at  tdQ  pits, 

*  and  a  great  deal  of  this  rock-falt  was  afterwards 

*  melted  down,  and  made  into  white  fair,  w^hich  was 

*  alfo  charged  with  the  duty,  and  both  thefe  duties 
'  were  charged  in  the  accounts  of  the  office  ;  but  the 

*  refiner  or  maker  had  an  allowance  for  fo  many 
'  bufhels  of  rock-falt,  for  which  the  duty  had 
^  been  charged,  as  he  had  melted  down  and  made 
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*  ufe  of  in  making  v;hlte  fait.   This  article  generally 

*  amounted  to  about  36,000  /.  per  annum,  and  is  to 
'  be  dedu6led  from  the  grofs  charge. 

*  It  is  well  known  that  the  whole  fums  payable  for 

*  duties,  were  always  charged  in  the  books  of  the 
*■  office  ;   and   yet  there  was  always  a  difcount  for 

*  prompt-payment  allowed,  which  amounted  to  a- 

*  bout  20,000  /.  yearly ;  and  befides  this,  there  was 

*  another  allowance  for  wafteon  fait  carried  coaft- 

*  wife,  which  one  year  with  another  came  to  i  i,oco  /. 
^  per  annum.  There  was  like  wife  an  allowance  for 
'  fait  loft  at  fea,  and  an  allowance  or  a  drawback 
'  upon  fait  beef  and  pork  exported,   both  which  a- 

*  mounted  to  1650  /.  per  annum.  All  thefe  fums 
^  added  together,  amounted  to  239,650/.  and  as 

*  they  never  were  raifed  upon  the  fubjecSl:,  or  if  raif- 

*  ed,  were  always  returned,  therefore  they  muft  all 
'  bededudled  from  the  grofs  charge,  and  the  remain- 

*  ing  fum  only,  which  is  230,350  /.  is  to  be  reckon- 
'  ed  the  grofs  produce.  From  which  if  we  dedudl 
'  the    charges  of  management,   to  wit,    25,000  /. 

*  there  remeins  205,350  /.  which  is  the  nett  produce. 

*  And  if  from  this  we  dedu6l  the  bounties  paid  an- 

*  nually  to  the  exporters  of  filli,  and  which  muft  be 
^  paid   whether  we  revive  this    tax  or  not,  thefe 

*  bounties  amounting  yearly  to  the  fum  of  19,000  /. 

*  the  remaining  fum  will  then  be  the  nett  fum  to  be 

*  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  to  wit,  186,350  /.  on  the 
^  credit  of  which  500,000  /.  is  now  propofed  to  be 
^  raifed. 

*  By  this  ftiort  abftra^l  of  the  account,  it  will,  I 

*  think,  Sir,  moft  evidently  appear,  that  there  is 
^  nothing  in  that  argument  fo  much  infifted  on,  that 

*  there  is  a  great  deal  more  raifed  upon  the  people 

*  than  ever  can  come  to  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
^  There  is  no  evading  of  fadls,  and  upon  the  moft 

*  exa6l  examination  of  them  it  appears,   that  every 

*  fhilling  that  is   adlually  raifed  from  the  people, 

*  comes  to  tho  ufe  of  the  public^  except  this^m  of 

*  25,000/. 
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'  25,000  /.  per  annum  allowed  for  the  management 

*  of  this  revenue.  And  even  this  25,000  /.  is  all  to 
'  be  given  to  our  own  people  ;  many  families  may 
'  be  thereby  maintained,   who  would  otherwife  be 

*  a  burden  upon  their  country  ;  and  thus  the  great- 

*  eft  part  even  of  that  fum  will  come  to  be  ufe- 
«  ful  to  the  nation  in  general,  and  may  therefore 
'  be  properly   faid  to  come  to  the  beaefit  of  the 

*  public. 

'  Great  complaints  have  been  made,   and  a  great 

*  clamour  raifed,  that  this  tax  will  always  give  great 
'  occafion  to  frauds  and  perjuries.     lam  perfuaded^ 

*  Sir,  that  no  excile  whatever  is  attended  with  few- 

*  er  frauds  in  the  management  than  this  tax  now  un- 

*  der  our  confideration.     What  is  generally  prefum- 

*  ed  to  give  occafion  to  frauds  and  perjuries  in  all 
^  methods  of  taxation,    is,  when  great  ifums  of  mo- 

*  ney  are  to  be  paid  by  the  fubjed,   and  returned  to 

*  them  again  upon  certain  events.  Let  any  man  but 
'  examine  the  articles  of  the  grofs  charge  of  this  re» 
'  venue,    he  will  find,   that  there  is  no  money  paid 

*  and   returned.     In  all  thofc  articles  by  which  the 

*  grofs  amount  is  made  to  exceed  the  grofs  produce, 
'  the  accounts  of  the  office  are  carried  on  by  way  of 

*  debtor  and  creditor  •,  there  is  hardly  ever  any  m.o- 

*  ney  paid  by  the  fubjed,  that  is  to  be  returned  ei- 
'  ther  to  him  or  to  any  other  upon  any  event  whatfo- 
'^  ever ;  we  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  in  the  me-> 
'  thod  by  which  this  tax  was  formerly,  and  is  now 

*  again  propofed  to  be  raifed,  there  can  be  nothing 
'  to  tempt  the  avarice,  or  to  encourage  the  frauds  of 
'  knavifh  dealers. 

*  I  fhall  now.  Sir,  examine  fome  of  thofe  parti- 

*  cular  objedtions  that  have  been  made  to  this  tax. 

*  The  only  one  that  I  think  has  any  appearance  ofrea- 
^  fon  in  it,  is.  That  with  refpedt  to  the  navigation  of 
^  Great  Britain^   it  is  pretended  that  it  will  bs  a  great 

*  burden  upon  the  vidualling  of  oi^r  fhips :  But  un- 

N  4  *  luckily 
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*  luckily   it  happens,  that  the  navigation   of  Great 

*  Britain  never  flourifhed  more  than  it  did  under  the 

*  payment  of  this  tax  ;  inacourfe  of  five  and  thirty 
'  years  that  this  tax  continued,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that 
'  ever    our    fhipping   or    our   navigation    fuffered 

*  in  the  lead  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  not,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  any  fuch  term  in  all  our  hidory,  in  which 
'  the  number  of  our  feamen,  and  the  number  and 
'  tonnage  of  our  fhips  increafed  fo  much  as  it  did  in 
'  that  time.     This  is  of  itfelf  a  clear  proof  that  this 

*  tax  can  be  no  difcouragement  to  our  navigation^ 
'  But  in  fadl  it  is  plain  that  the  additional  expence 

*  occafioned  by  this  duty  is  fuch  a  mere  triflp,  that  \% 
^  nev^r  can  be  any  burden  ;  by  accounts  from  the 
^  vi6lualling-ofHce  it  appears,  that  the  charge  for 
'  10,000  men  in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty's  navy, 
"  was  at  a  medium  but  2,600  /.  'per  annum  extraor- 

*  dinary  expence  occafioned  by  the  duty  upon  fait, 

*  which  is  no  more  than  five  fhillings  per  man  •,  fo 

*  that  if  we  reckon  30,000  men  employed  in  the 

*  navigation  carried  on  by  the  merchants  of  Great 

*  Britain^  the  duty  on  the  whole  confumption  of  fait 
^  in  that  fervice  will  not  exceed  7,800/.  per  annuniy 
'  and  furely  no  man  will  imagine  this  to  be  a  grie- 
'  vous  and  an  unfupportable  load  upon  the  whole  na- 
^  vigation  of  Great  Britain.  But  thofe  that  know 
'  any  thing  of  the  merchant-fervice,  can  teftify,  that 

*  fait  provifions  are  not  the  only  vidualling  made  ufe 
'  of  in  that  fervice.  Their  fhips  are  often  in  fome 
'  port  or  another,  and  then  the  failors  live  moflly 
'  upon  frefh  provifions  •,  even  when  they  are  at  fea, 
'  it  is  well  known,  that  the  greateft  part  of  their  food 

*  confifts  in  dried  fifh,frefh  fifh  catched  atfea,  flow- 

*  er,  rice,  and  other  fuch  provifions.  Aboard  of 
^  merchant-fhips  they  never  confomei  near  fo  much 
'  fait  provifions,  in  proportion  to  the  number. of  their 
^  hands,  as  they  do  aboard  any  of  his  Majefty's  f^ips 
'  of  war.     And  our  merchant-fliips  which  trade  to 

Ireland 
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Ireland  or  to  the  plantations,  generally  take  in  their 
lalt  provifions  in  one  of  thofe  two  places,  becaufe 
of  the  cheapnefs  of  meat  in  thofe  countries  ;  fo  th^t 
the  expence  brought  upon  our  navigation  by  this 
tax,  efpecially  in  the  merchant  fervice,  willatlafl 
be  reduced  to  fuch  a  trifle,  that  it  will  become  al- 
together infenfible.  And  as  to  the  exportation  of 
fait  provifions,  this  duty  can  never  be  any  difcou- 
ragement  to  fuch  a  trade,  becaufe  the  exporters  are 
allowed  a  drawback  in  lieu  of  the  duty  they  have 
"  paid. 
'  If  fait  be  of  fo  great  a  benefit  as  has  been  repre- 

*  fented  in  the  manuring  of  lands,  it  is  certain  that 
*•-  foul  fait  may  do  as  well  for  that  purpofe  as  any 
'  other  fait  whatever,  and  any  quantity  of  fuch  fait 

*  may  be  jiad  gratis  for  carrying  it  off  from  the  pits, 
^  no  duty  v/as  ever  paid  or  charged  for  fuch  fait,  the 
^  perfon  who  took  it  away  to  manure  his  land,  ha- 
'  ving  an  officer  with  him,  was  always  intitJed  to  ufe 

*  it  duty  free  ^  if  the  tax  be  revived,  it  will  Hill  be 
'  the  fame,  and  confequently  the  duty  can  never  be 

*  a  hindrance  to  the  improvement  of  our  la,nds,  fince 

*  the  only  fait  that  is  proper  for  that  purpofe,  is  al- 

*  ways  to  be  had  duty  free.     And  as  to  the  farmers 

*  and  grafiers  of  Great  Britain^  this  duty  can  never 

*  be  any  great  charge  upon  them  ;  whatever  fait 
'  they  ufe  in  making  up  any  goods  for  the  market, 

*  is  paid  for  at  the  market  by  the  buyer,  and  fo 
'  comes  at  laft  to  fall  where  all  duties  ought  to  fall, 

*  upon  the  confumer.     In  their  own  families  there  is 

*  but  very  little  fait  confumed,  and  therefore  the  du- 
^  ty  cannot  fall  heavily  upon  them.  If  upon  com- 
'  putation  it  be  found  that  the  duty  cofts  but  five  fhil- 
'  lings  per  head  at  fea,  it  cannot  coft  above  half  that 

*  fum  at  land  ;  even  if  we  were  to  fuppofe  that  there 

*  are  as  much  fait  provifions  made  ufe  of  at  land  as 
^  at  fea,  becaufe  we  know  that  there  is  not  half  the 

*  quantity  of  filt  made  ufe  of  in  curing  provifions  for 

'  the 
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*  the  land,  as  in  curing  provifions  for  the  fea  fer- 

*  vice  :  Bat  we  know  that  for  more  than  half  the 
'  year,  the  country  people  live  intirely  upon  the  pro- 

*  duce  of  the  dairy  and  the  garden,  and  even  for  the 

*  other  half  of  the  year  they  live  more  upon  cab- 

*  bage,  roots,  and  fuch  things,  than  upon  fait  meat ; 

*  confequently  we  cannot  reckon  that  this  duty  will 
^  (land  the  farmer  in  above  one  fhilling  per  head 

*  for  thofe  perfons  that  live  in  his  family.  It  is  in- 
«  deed  impofTible  that  it  can  coft:  fo  much.  We  may 

*  modeftly  reckon  that  the  whole  people  of  England 

*  amount  to  at  leaf!  eight  millions  of  perfons  \  every 

*  one  of  whom  contributes  his  fliare  to  this  duty  :  if 

*  then,  Sir,  the  fum  raifed,  which  is  230,350/.  be 

*  diftributed  among  eight  millions  of  perfons,  it  will 
'  not  amount  to  7  d.  per  man ;  and  if  from  thence  we 

*  dedudt  the  1 9,000  /.  which  the  people  of  England 
'  are  obliged  to  pay,  whether  this  tax  be  revived  or 

*  not,  we  muft  conclude  that  no  perfon  in  England 
*•  contributes  more  than  6d.  thereto  for  his  own  per- 

*  fonal  confumption.     He  that  keeps  a  great  many 

*  perfons  in  his  family,  muft  indeed  pay  for  each  of 

*  them,  but  whoever  does  fo,  muft  either  have  a 
'  good  eftate  or  a  good  trade,  and  confequently  may 
'  very  well  afford  to  pay  ;  and  this.  Sir,  is  the  ex- 

*  cellency  of  the  fait  tax,  that  every  man  is  thereby 

*  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  public  charge,  accords 
'  ing  to  his  condition  in  life.  For  I  think  no  man 
'will  fay  but  that  he  who  has  a  good  trade,  or  a 

*  great  deal  of  money  out  at  intereft,  ought  to  con- 

*  tribute  as  much  to  the  defence  of  property,  as  he 

*  that  has  a  land  eftate  that  brings  in  no  greater 
'  yearly  revenue. 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  made  it  appear  to  the 
'  convi(5lion  of  every  man  that  hears  me,  that  the 
'  fait  duty  is  no  burden  upon  the  people  of  England^ 
'  or  upon  any  part  of  them  ;  that  it  can  be  no  hin- 
'  drance  to  the  improvement  of  our  land  eftates,  nor 

*  any 
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*  any  prejudice  to  our  trade  or  navigation  :  And  it  is, 
'  I  may  fay,  fdf-evident,  that  it  is  a  more  juft  and 
'  a  more  equal,  and  a  better-pi-oportioned  tax,  than 

*  any  that  is  raifed,  or  can  be  contrived  to  be  raifcd 

*  upon  the  people  of  this  nation.  The  land  tax, 
'  upon  the  other  hand,  is  the  mod  unequal,  the  moil 
^  grievous,  and  the  mod  opprelTive  tax  that  ever  was 
'  raifed  in  this  country  *,  it  is  a  tax  v/hich  never  ought 

*  to  be  raifed  but  in  times  of  the  mod  extreme  necef- 

*  fity.  The  bed  judges,  the  trued  patriots  in  all 
'  countries,  have  been  of  opinion,  that  of  all  taxes, 
'  that  upon  immoveable  goods,  that  upon  lands  and 

*  houfes,  ought  to  be  the  lad  refource.  In  fuch  a 
'  cafe  there  are  but  a  few  of  the  people  that  contri- 

*  bute  to  the  public  expence  ;  and  even  among  that 
«  few,  there  will  always  be  a  great  partiality  as  to 
'  the  value  that  is  put  upon  mens  edates.  This  we 
'  are  very  fenfible  of  in  England ;  there  are  fome 
'  landed  gentlemen  that  pay  a  land  tax  equal  to  the 
'  full  value  of  their  edates,  while  others  do  not  pay 
*•  equal  to  a  third  part  of  the  real  value  :  and  gene- 
'  rally  thofe  gentlemen  who  fuffer  mod  by  tiiis  par- 

*  tiality,  are  thofe,  whofe  ancedors  were  a  fort  of 

*  Knights-errant  for  the  revolution.    They  gloried 

*  in  that  happy  event,  they  thought  themfelves,  in 
'  honour  and  judice,  obliged  to  pay  their  equal  fliare 
^  for  the  fupport  of  fo  glorious  a  caufe,  in  propor- 
^  tion  to  the  real  value  of  the  edates  they  poflcded  ^ 

*  and  therefore  they  gave  them  in  at  the  full  value. 
'  This  was  judice,  this  was  a  laudable  zeal  for  the 
^  happinefs  of  the  nation,  and  for  the  liberties  and 
'  privileges  of  the  people  :   But  their  poderity  have 

*  fuffered  feverely  for  it ;  and  as  they  always  will  be 

*  the  greated  fufferers  by  every  land  tax,    oughr 

*  not  the  merit,  and  the  honed  zeal  of  their  fore- 

*  fathers,  to  plead  drongly  for  their  relief?  at  lead 
'  with  all  thofe  who  are  friends  to  our  prefent  happy 

*  edabliflimet, 

*To 
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*  To  pretend,  Sir,  that  the  taking  off  a  fhilling  in 
'  the  pound  of  the  land  tax,  and  raifing  the  fait  tax 
'  in  the  room  thereof,  will  be  no  eafe  to  mofl,  or  to 

*  any  of  the  landed  gentlemen  in  England^  appears 

*  to  me  to  be  really  a  fort  of  paradox.   I  believe  there 

*  are  few  landed  gentlemen  in  England^  whofe  e- 
'  ftates  do  not  amount  to  100/.  per  annum  ;  I  am 

*  fure  that  the  landed  gentlemen  of  fuch  eflates,  or 

*  of  any  land  eftate  from  100/.  vto  1000/.  per  ann, 
^  are  the  greateft  objedts  of  compafTion,  and  deferve 

*  moft  the  confideration  of  this  houfe  ;  becaufe  thofe 

*  who  have  lefs  than  100/.  a  year  in  land,  are  gene- 
«  rally  either  farmers  or  grafiers,  or  have  fome  0-= 
'  ther  bufinefs  as  a  help  for  the  fupport  of  their  fa- 

*  milies.  A  gentleman  then  of  100  /.  a  year  in  land^ 
Mf  his  eflate  be  rated  at  the  full  value,  faves  5  /.  a 

*  year  by  the  abatement  of  i  j.  in  the  land  tax  : 
'  Let  us  fee  if  it  be  pofTible  that  this  can  again  be 
<  drawn  from  him  by  the  fait  duty.    I  believe  it  will 

*  eafily  be  granted  me,  that  no  man  of  100  /.  a  year 

*  and  no  more  land  eftate,  without  any  other  bufmefs, 
^  keeps  16  in  family  ;  but  fuppofmg  he  does,  yet  at 

*  6  ^.  per  head,  the  fait  duty  cannot  amount  to  more 
'  in  the  whole  three  years  than  24  s.     How  then  is 

*  it  poflible  to  pretend,  that  this  is  not  a  relief  to 

*  fuch  a  gentleman  ?  To  pay  but  24  j.  in  three  years, 
'  and  at  a  thoufand  (I  may  fay)  different  payments, 
^  is  furely  better,  and  much  lefs  grievous,  than  to  be 
'  obliged  to  pay  5  /.  in  one  year,  and  at  moft  at 
'  two  payments.  But  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  man's  e- 
'  ftate  is  rated  at  the  loweft  value  that  any  lands  in 

*  England  are  prefumed  to  be  rated  at ;  fuppofe  fuch 
'  an  eftate  to  be  rated  but  at  one  third  of  the  full  va- 

*  lue,  yet  ftill  by  an  abatement  of  i  s,  in  the  pound 
'  land  tax,  he  faves  above  33  j.  and  therefore  fuch  an 
'  abatement  muft  be  a  relief  even  to  fuch  a  man,  of 
'  at  leaft  9  s,  befides  the  advantage  he  has  of  having 

*  a  much  longer  time  to  pay  a  much  lefs  fum.  Thus 
^  we  fee  that  what  is  now  propofed  muft  be  a  very 

*  great 
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*  great  relief  to  thofe  who  are  opprefled  with  mort- 
'  gages  and  rent  charges,  and  mud  be  Ibme  relief 
'  to  every  landed  gentleman  in  the  kingdom,  who 
'  has  nothing  but  the  rents  of  his  eflate  to  depend  on 

*  for  the  fupporting  of  his  family,  and  providing  for  *. 
'  his  children. 

'  If  there  were  any  danger,  Sir,  that  the  reviving 
'  of  this  tax  would  occafjon  murmurings  among  the 
'  people,  I  fhould  be  as  much  againfl  it  as  any  man 
'  in  this  houfe  •,  but  the  tax  is  in  its  own  nature  fo 

*  equal,  and  paid  by  fuch  a  vaft  multitude  of  people, 

*  and  at  fo  many  different  payments,  that  it  becomes 

*  quite  infenfible  to  every  particular  man.  We  know 

*  by  experience,  that  during  the  long  time  it  was 
'  paid  by  the  people,  it  never  occafioned  the  lead 
'  uneafinefs ;  and  we  find  that  the  remiflion  of  it 

*  gave  no  eafe  ;  it  occafioned  no  joy   among  the 

*  people,  nor  were  there  any  good  efFeds  of  it  felt, 

*  either  as  to  the  lowering  the  price  of  goods  or  pro- 
'  vifions  at  market,  as  to  the  raifing  the  value  of 

*  lands,  or  as  to  the  reducing  the  wages  commonly 

*  given  to  journeymen  and  day-labourers.     Thofe 

*  therefore  who  have  a  regard  to  the  intereft  of  his 
'  Majelly,  or  to  the  eafe  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom, 

*  cannot  make    the  leaft  fcruple  in  preferring  a  tax 

*  that  is  felt  by  no  man,  to  a  tax  that  is  infupport- 
'  able  to  a  great  many  of  thofe  that  are  obliged  to 

*  contribute  thereto.     Such  a  meafure  can  breed  no 

*  new  enemies  to  our  prefent  happy  eliablifliment, 

*  but  muft  convert  a  great  many  of  the  old,  and  in- 

*  jure  the  affedlions  of  the  moll  confiderable  part  of 
'  his  Majefty's  fubjeds. 

'  In  this.  Sir,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  motions 

*  which  I  have  ever  had  the  honour  to   make  to 

*  this  houfe,  I  have  always  a6led,  according  to  my 
'  own  judgment,  for  the  good  of  my  country,  and 

*  therefore.  Sir,  I  have  no  realbn  to  be  afraid  of 
^  the  curfes  and   imprecations  of  any   man.     I  do 

*  not  think  it  altogether  parliamentary  to  ufe  any 

'  fuch 
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*  fuch  exprefTions  in  this  houfe ;  every  man  ought 

*  in  common  charity  to  be  prefumed  to  a6b  accord- 

*  ing  to  what  he  thinks  bed,  and  mofl  conducive  to 

*  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  his  country.  I  have 
'  always  done  iby  and  while  I  continue  to  do  fo,  I 
^  Hiall  defpife  any  outcries  that  may  be  groundlefly 

*  raifed  againft  me^    or  againft  any  meafure  I  pro- 

*  pofe. 

'  To  conclude,  Sir^  the  only  thing  I  had  in  view, 
^  was,  to  propofe  what  I  thought  the  mofb  eafy,  and 

*  the  moft  convenient  method  of  relieving  the  iand- 

*  ed  Gentlemen,  in  part  at  leaflj  of  that  tax  which 

*  has  fo  long  lain  heavy  upon  themj  and  upon  them 
''only;  I  am  convinced  that  every  Gentleman  in 

*  this  houfe  will  agree  with  me  in  this,  that  a  land 

*  tax,  even  of  two  fhillings  in  the  pound,  is  a  moft 

*  grievous  tax  upon  all  the  landed  gentlemen  in  the 

*  kingdom  •,  more  efpecially  upon  thofe  whofe  e- 
'  ftates  are  charged  with  heavy  mortgages  or  large 

*  annuities  :  and  I  think  I  have  clearly  Ihewn,  that 
'  the  duty  upon  fait  is  no  way  inconliftent  with  our 

*  conftitution,    is  no  way  burdenfome  either  upon 

*  our  navigation  or  our  trade:  and  I  am  fure  it  can- 

*  not  with  any  appearance  of  reafon  be  faid  to  be 

*  grievous  upon  any  particular  man,  or  upon  any 
'  fet  of  men  within  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
'  Let  us  then,  for  God's  fake,  gentlemen,  have  fome 

*  confideration  for  the  freeholders,  who  have  fuffered 

*  fo  much  for  many  years ;  let  us  have  fome  com- 
'  paflion  for  thofe  gentlemen  whofe  eftates  are  deep- 

*  ly  charged  with  mortgages  and  annuities,  occafion- 

*  ed  by  the  heavy  land  taxes  which  their  fore- fathers 
'  have'  been  obliged  to  pay.     It  is  but  reafonable 

*  that  the  creditor  Ihould  contribute  to  the  public 

*  expence  as  well  as  the  debtor,  and  the  moft  pro- 

*  per  method  for  effectuating  fo  juft  a  defign,  is,  in 
'  my  opinion,  the  reviving  the  duty  upon  fait.     If 

*  any  gentleman  can  propofe  a  better,  I  fliall  moft 

*  heartily  join  with  him  j  and  whoever  thinks  he 

*  cannotj 
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*  cannot,   will,  I  hope,  agree  to  what  I  have  pro- 

*  pofed.' 

Mr.  Pultefjey  {poke  to  the  effed  as  follows.  *  Sir,  Mr.  Pt^tf- 
'  From  what  his  Majefly  wasgracioufly  p]eaf<id  to'''^''^^?^''^- 

*  tell  us  from  the  throne  at  the  beginning  of  this  C^f- 

*  fion,   I  did  indeed  expert,   I  believe  the  whole 

*  people  of  England  with  me  did  exped,  that  we 

*  were  to  receive  fome  eafe  as   to  our  taxes  ;  fonic 

*  real,   fome  effedual  cafe  was  expeded,   and  was 

*  with  reafon  expelled.  How  are  thefe  expedations 

*  of  the  poor  people  to  be  anfwered  ?  By  the  pro- 
'  pofition  now  made,  a  part,  by  much  the  greateft 
'  part  of  them,  are  to  be  fubjeded  to  a  new  tax, 
'  and  the  remaining  part  are  to  be  indeed  free  of  a 
'  part  of  an  old  tax  ;  but  in  place  thereof,  they  are 

*  to  pay  a  new  tax,  which  v/ill  be  equally  grievous 

*  to  moft  of  them,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  grie- 
'  vous   to  every  other  perfon  in  the  nation.    This, 

*  Sir,  is  the  relief  that  the  people  of  England  are ^ 

*  by  the  proportion  now  made,  to  meet  with  from 

*  the  eftablifhment  of  a  profound  tranquillity  both 

*  abroad  and  at  home. 

'  Every  gentleman  in  this  houfe  muft  remember, 

*  how  this  tax  upon  fak  came  to  be  taken  off.  On- 

*  ly  two  years  ago,  his  Majedy  was  pleafed  to  open 

*  the  feffion  v/ith  a  mod  gracious  fpeech,  in  which 

*  he  exprelTed  a  compafTionate  concern  for  the  hard- 

*  Ihips  of    the   poor  artificers  and   manufadurers. 

*  From  whence  we  mufl  conclude,  that  his  Maje- 
'  fly's  opinion  then  was,  that  that  fort  of  people  la- 

*  boured  under  the  greateft  hardfhips,  and  were  the 

*  firfl  who  ought  to  be  relieved.     The  circumfran- 

*  ces  of  the  nation  are  not  much  altered  fince  that 

*  time  J  the  landed  gentlemen  are  not,  I  hope,  growa 

*  very  much  poorer,  or  lefs  able  to  bear  burdens  ; 

*  the  poor  artificers  and  manufadlurersare  nor,  lam 

*  fure,  grown  richer  :  and  therefore  I  mull  think, 

*  that  his  Majedy  has  not  akered  hb  opinion,  what- 

'  ever 
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^  ever  fome  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  may  have  done : 

*  It  is  certain  fome  of  them  have,  becaufe  at  that 
'  time  there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  man  in  this 
'  houfe,  that  differed  in  opinion  from  his  Majefliy. 
'  Every  man  agreed  that  the   poor  artificers   and 

*  manufadlurers  were  the  firft  who  ought  to  meet 

*  with  relief  from  the  happy  fituation  of  our  affairs  ; 
'  the  only  difference  was  as  to  the  manner  of  giving 

*  them  relief,  and  even  that  did  not  bear  a  queftion. 
'  This  tax  upon  fait  was  then  thought  fo  grievous 
'  upon  the  trade,  the  manufadures,  and  the  poor  of 

*  this  nation,  that  it  was  given  up  even  by  the  right 

*  honourable  gentleman  who  has  now  made  the  mo- 
'  tion  for  reviving  it.     I  wifh  he  had  given  us  fome 

*  reafon  for  his  being  now  of  a  different  opinion 
'  from  what  he  was  at  that  time,  for  it  muff  proceed 

*  from  fome  fadt,  or  from  fome  circumftance  that 
'  has  either  happened  fmce  that  time,  or  is  foon  to 

*  happen.  Ifheforefees  any  extraordinary  event, 
'  I  wifh   he  had  been  fa  good  as  to  communicate 

*  it  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  can  fee  none  that  can  pof- 

*  fibly  induce  rrte  to  change  my  opinion  •,  but,  on 
'  the  contrary,  I  forefee  many  for  confirming  me 

*  in  the  fame  fentiments  I  was  then  of,  and  which  I 
'  think  ought  to  confirm  every  man,  who  confiders 

*  the  confequences  of  things,  and  has  a  Itronger  re- 

*  gard  for  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  the  hap- 

*  pinefs  of  poflerity,  than  he  has  for  his  own  imme- 

*  diate  intereft. 

*  I  am  very  ready  to  believe,  that  every  man  ads 
^  from  the  juftefl  motives,  and  from  a  fincere  and 

*  hearty  regard  for  the  interefl  of  his  country,  and 
^  for  the  happinefs  of  his  fellow- fubjedls  \  but  as  the 

*  true  motives  of  a  man's  ading  or  fpeaking  cannot 

*  be  with  any   certainty   difcovered  by  another, 

*  therefore  we  are  to  regard  only  what  he  does  or 

*  fays.     A  man  may  ad  honeflly,  may  argue  jufl- 

*  ly  from  very   bad  motives,    and  on  the  other 

*  hand    we  know,  that  many  wrong  adions  and 

^  fooUlh 
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foolifh  arguments  have  proceeded  from  motives 
that  were  in  themfelves  generous  and  good.  Let 
us  then  in  charity  believe,  that  whoever  differs 
*  from  us  in  a  miftake,  and  that  whoever  agrees 
'  with  us,  a6ls  from  the  fame  good  motives  we  do 
'  ourfelves  :  Then  we  fhall  examine  one  another's 
*-  arguments  with  candour  j  then  is  truth  moft  like- 
'  ly  to  prevail. 

'  Let  us  not  confound  the  matter  in  hand,  and  be- 
'  lieve  that  the  queftion  now  before  us,  is,  whether 
'  or  no  a  relief  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  landed 
'  intereft  :  That  is  no  way  at  prefent  the  queftion 
'  in  debate.  By  the  refolutions  of  this  houfe  upon 
'  the  fupply,  there  is  500,000/.  to  be  raifed  for  the 

*  current  fervice  of  the  year ;  the  railing  of  this 
'  fum  we  have  already  made  neceifary  ;  our  refolu- 
'  tion  is  not  to  be  recalled.  We  are  now  in  a  com- 
^  mittee  of  ways  and  means,  and  the  only  queftion 

*  before  us,  is.  Whether  we  are  to  raife  this  fum  of 

*  500,000  /.  by  laying  a  fhilling  upon  land,  or  by 
'  reviving  the  Duty  upon  fait.  Neither  of  them  can 

*  be  a  relief  to  the  landed  gentlemen  ;  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  both  muft  be  burdenfome  to  them.    But  the 

*  one  or  the  other  we  have  made  neceflary  5  and 

*  therefore  the  only  queftion  now  before  us,  is.  By 

*  which  of  thefe  ways  we  fhall  ralfe  this  500,000  /. 

'  This  being  then  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion^ 

*  we  are  to  confider  which  of  thefe  Methods  will  be 
'  moft  convenient  for  the  nation  in  general  ;  and 
*•  that  we  are  to  chufe  without  any  refpe(5l  to  who  is, 
'  or  wlio  is  not  to  contribute  thereto  ;  for  we  are 
'  never  to  do  an  injury  to  our  country  for  the  fake 

*  of  any  private  man,  or  of  any  particular  Set  of 
'  m^en.  The  thoughts  of  raifmg  a  general  excife, 
'  I  find,  have  been  difclaimed  by  every  gentleman 
'  who  has  fpoke  in  this  debate  •,  I  hope  tiiis  nation 
'   will  never  be  in  fuchflavifhcircumftances,  as  that 

*  any  man  dare  openly  avo'.v  fuch  a  defign  -,  but  I 

*  wifh  that  every  gentleman  that  has  talked  upon 
Vo  L.  X,  O  '  this 
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^  this  fubjedl,  had  explained  to  us  what  he  meant  by 

'  a  general  excile ;  for  if  any  gentleman  thereby 

*  means,  that  the  people  are  to  pay  excifes  upon 
'  every   thing  they  ufe  either  for  food  or  raiment, 

^     *  he  will  find  that  there  is  no  fucpi  general  excife  in 

*  the  moft  arbitrary,  the  moll  llaviih  country  upon 

*  earth.     I  believe  there  is   no  country  under  the 

*  fun,  where  the  people  pay  an  excife  for  the  water 
'  they  drink ;   and  yet  in  fome  countries  it  will  be 

*  allowed,    there  are  fuch  things  as  general  excifcs. 

*  I  therefore   take  it,  that  the  proper  meaning  of  a 

*  general  excife  relates  not  to  the  things  upon  which 

*  it  is  raifed,  but  to  the  per.'bns  from   whom  ;  and 

*  every  excife  is  a  general  excife,    if  the  whole  body 

*  of  the  people,  the  poor,  the  needy,  the  moil  wretch- 
'  ed,  are  obliged  to  contribute  thereto.  If  this  be  the 
'  cneaning  of  a  general  excife,  the  excife  now  pro- 
'  pofed  to  be  raifed  upon  the  people  of  this  nation, 
'  is  as  general  as  any  one  that  can  be,  or  ever  was  in- 
^  vented  under  the  moft  abfolute  tyranny.     And  if 

*  this  be  granted,  and  tamely  fubmitted  to  by  the 
'  people,  it  may  be  an  encouragement  to  ambitious 
'  and  v/icked  minifters  in  future  times,  to  proceed  a 

*  ftep  farther,  and  lay  another  excife  upon  fome  o- 
'  ther  commodity  ufed  by  the  generality  ot  the  pec- 
''  pie  5  that  again  Vv^iH  give  encouragement  to  a  third 
'  attempt,  and  lb  on,  till  at  laft  the  people  of  this 
'■  country  be  fubjeclcd,  as  well  as  fome  of  our  neigh- 
'  hours,  to  a  general  excife  in  the  moil  extenfive 
'  fenfe  y  that  is,  an  excife  upon   every   perfon,  and 

*  upon  almofl:  every  thing  that  can  be  converted  to 
''  the  ufe  of  man, 

*  Such  a  general  excife  was   never  eflablillied  at 

'  onee  in  any  country,  it  has  every  where  been  in- 

^  troduced  by  degrees,  and  in  all  the  countries  where 

*  fuch  an  excife  has  been  tftablifned,  wc  may  ge- 
'  nerally  obferve,  that  the  fiiii  fcep  made  towards 
^-  it  was,   the  iairoducing   this  very  excife  now  pro- 

^  pofed 
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'  pofed  to  be  Jaid  upon  the  people  of  this  nation. 
'  When  we  were  involved  in  a  heavy  and  expenfive 
'  war)  when  we  were  fighting  for  every  thing  that 
'  was  near  and  dear  to  us^  when  our  land-tax  was 
'  at  four  fhillings  in  the  pound,  when  every  thing 

*  we  could  think  of  was  loaded  with  duties  and  cuf- 

*  toms ;  it  was  then  a  fort  of  necefllty  upon  us  to  fub-» 

*  mit  to  fuch  an  excife  :  but  if  we  agree  to  it  nowjj 
'  during  a  time  of  a  profound  peace,  and  when  no 
'  necefTity  calls  for  our  fubmifTion,  will  it  not  then- 

*  be  a  precedent  for  every  excife  that  in  future  times 

*  may  or  can  be  invented  ?  And  a  few  more  excifes 
'  would,  I  fear,  render  our  liberties  precarious,  and 

*  intirely  dependent  upon  the  good-will  and  pleafure 
'  of  thofe,  who  fhall   happen   to  be  entrufted  with 

*  the  chief  power  of  colledting  the  public  revenue.^ 
'  The  giving  a  man  half  a  crown  is  indeed  no  pre- 
'  cedent  for  my  giving  him  my  whole  eftate  i  but 
'  if  I  repeat  my  generofity  too  often^  and  continue 
'  it  too  long,  I  may  happen  to  put  it  in  his  power 
'  to  take  the  refidue  from  me,  whether  I  will  or  no: 
^  and    in  fuch  cafe,  I  am  afraid,  it   would  be   too 

*  late  to  all  edge,  that  the  one  is  no  precedent  for 

*  the  other;  for  if  by  my  fimplicity,  I  reduce  myfelf 
'-  to  fuch  circumftances,  I  muft  fubmit  to  whatever 

*  he  may  be  pleafed  to  call  a  good  precedent.     I 

*  hope  no  projed  will  ever  be  fet  on  foot  for  con- 
'  verting  any  of  our  prefent  taxes  or  cuftoms  into 
®  excifes  ;  but  if  ever  fuch  a  projedl  be  fet  on  foot, 
'  I  fhall  then,  I  believe,  be  able  to  fhew,  that  no 
'  Dih'cb  cuftom  can  in  that  refped  be  a  good  rule 
'  for  us.     The  nature  of  their  government,  the  fi- 

*  tuation  and  condition   of  their  country,  and  the 

*  nature  of  the  com.merce  carried  on  by  them,  is  fo 
'  vailly  different  from  ours,  that  what  may  be  Mq 
'  and  eafy  in  one  country,  may  be  grievous  to  the 
^  people^  and  inconfiftent  with  the  liberties  of  the 

*  other* 
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*  I  am  very  far  from  thinking,  that  four  or  five 
«  hundred  officers  at  the  difpofal  of  the  crown,  can 

*  at  any  time  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the 

*  freedom  of  eledlions^or  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 

*  pie  5    but  I  cannot  be  perfuaded,  that    I    think 

*  meanly  of  my  country,  when  I  declare,  that  I  am 

*  jealous  of  fuch  a  number  as  feven  or  eight  hun- 

*  dred,  added  to  thevaft  multitude  of  tax-gatherers 

*  we  had  before  among  us.     When  the  balance  of 

*  power  comes  near  to  its  juft  equihbrium,  a  fmall 

*  weight  thrown  into  either  fcale  overfets  the  ba- 

*  lance,  and  the  equilibrium  can  never  be  re-eftab- 

*  lifhed  without  a  great  deal  of  danger  and  trouble. 

*  It  is  certain  that  a  multitude  of  officers  at  the  beck 

*  of  an  adminiftration,  and  fpread  over  all  thecoun- 

*  ties,  cities,  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,,  may 

*  have  a  vaft  influence  at  all  eledions  ;  and  if  ever 

*  they  fhould  happen  to  receive  orders  for  that  pur« 

*  of  e,  we  may  judge  v/hat  ufe  they  will  make  of 

*  the  influence    they   may  have  ;  I   believe  it  will 

*  be  generally  agreed,  that  if  ever  we  fhould  have 

*  an  adminiftration  wicked  enough  to  make  ufe   of 

*  fuch  an  influence,  it  will  not  be  converted  towards 

*  the  prefervation  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

*  The  character  of  thofe  great  patriots^ who  firfl:  con  - 

*  trived  this  duty,  was  no  argument  for  the  conti- 

*  nuance  of  it,  much  lefs  is  it  an  argument  for  the 

*  reviving  it.  They  did  not  out  of  wantonnefscon- 
'  trive  fuch  a  duty  ;  they  were  conftrained  by  a  fa- 
'  tal  necefTity  to  lay  it  upon  the  nation  at  that  time. 
'  They  made  no  bad  vSc  of  it  ;  but  wc  are  not  from 
^  thence  to  infer,  that  no  bad  ufe  will  ever  be  made 

*  of  it :  From  ourownhiilory  we  may  be  informed, 

*  that  a  very  bad  ufe  has  been  made  of  feveral  things, 
'  which   for  many  years  after  the  firif  infl:itution, 

*  had  never  been  converted   to   any  unlawful   pur- 

*  pofes.     Wherever  there  is  any  fuch  danger  to  be 

*  feared,  we  ought  not  willingly,  we  ought  not  pre- 

*  fumptuoufly  to  expofe  ourlllves  th;:reunto.    Such 

*  evils 
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evils  may  be  eafily  avoided,  but  are  not  eafily  re* 
moved.  One  of  the  chief  reafons  urged  for  abo- 
lilhing  of  this  duty,  was  the  number  of  officers 
employed  in  the  colledling  thereof  •,  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  officers  was  then  faid  to  be  inconfiftent  with 
the  liberties  of  a  free  people.  This  argument  was 
then  made  ufe  of,  and  was  then  admitted  to  be  a 
good  argument  •,  how  it  comes  now  to  be  fuch  a 
trifling  one,  I  cannot  comprehend.  But  if  it  is 
not  now  admitted  as  a  fufficient  argument  againfl 
the  reviving  of  this  duty  for  three  years  ;  I  much 
fufped,  that  at  the  end  of  this  term  of  three  years, 
neither  this  argument,  nor  any  other  argument, 
will  have  weight  enough  to  prevent  the  continu- 
ing of  it  for  a  much  longer  term. 
'  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  I  am  aftonifhed  to  hear 
any  man  who  has  ever  read  the  articles  of  Union, 
or  is  in  the  lead  acquainted  with  the  tranfadions 
of  thofe  times,  pretend  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
are  any  way  intitled  to  an  exemption  from  the 
falt-duty,  or  from  any  part  of  it,  when  it  is  to  be 
laid  on  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year.  It  is 
very  well  known,  that  it  was  laid  down  by  the 
commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms,  as  the  bafis  and 
foundation  ot  the  Union,  that  there  fhould  be  an 
equality  of  excifes,  cuftoms,  and  all  other  taxes, 
throughout  the  united  kingdoms.  There  was  at 
that  time  no  thought  of  eftabliihing  any  propor- 
tion to  be  raifed  in  Scotland,  with  refped:  to  any 
tax  or  excife  then  raifed,  or  thereafter  to  be  raifed 
in  England,  except  only  as  to  the  land-tax.  There 
was  before  the  Union  a  land-tax  raifed  in  Scotland, 
as  well  as  in  England ;  but  in  the  two  kingdoms 
it  was  raifed  in  a  different  manner  :  In  Scotland  it 
was  laid  on,  and  levied  by  way  of  fo  many  months 
affeflments :  In  England  it  was  laid  on,  and  levied 
by  way  of  fo  many  fhillings  in  the  pound  ;  and 
therefore  it  became  neceffary  to  confider  the  pro- 
portion between  a  month's  affeffment  in  Scotland, 

O  3  'and 
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*  and  a  (liilllng  in  the  pound  in  England ;  and  the 

*  proportion  was  eflablifned  at  the  rate  of  two 
^  months  afTefTment  in  Scotland^  for  every  fhilling  in 

*  the  pound,  that  was  thereafter  to  be  raifed  mEng- 

*  land.  Thus  the  fettling  of  a  proportion  as  to  this 

*  tax  was  necefiliry  ;  but  as  to  the  other  taxes,  more 

*  efpecially  as  to  the  tax  upon  (Idt,  there  was  no  fuch 

*  necefHty,  and  therefore  it  was  never  fo  much  as 
^  thought  of. 

*  But,  Sir,  many  of  the  taxes  then  levied  in  Eng- 

*  land.,  being  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  debts 
5^  contraded  by  England.,  before  the  Union;  there- 

*  fore  it  was  agreed.  That  the  Scots  fhould  either 
^  be  free  from  the  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  or  fhould 
'  have  an  equivalent  for  that  part  of  the  debts  of 

*  England.,  which  they  were  to  pay,  by  their  being 
^  made  fubje6l  to  any  taxes  fo  pre-engaged.  And 
^  this  tax  of  2  5,  and  4^.  upon  home-made  fait,    was 

*  one  of  thofe  taxes  that  v/as  mortgaged  for  the  pay- 

*  ment  of  apart  of  the  debts  of  £;/^/^;7i-,  therefore 
'  the  Scots  were  to  be  free  thereirom,  or  to  have  an 
'  equivalent  therefore.  And  the  Scots  commilTioners 

*  at  that  time,  moft  reafonably  judged  this  tax  to 

*  be  fo  grievous  upon  the  people,  that  they  chofe 

*  rather  that  their  country  fhould  be  free  from  it, 
""  than  to  take  an  equivalent  and  be  liable  to  it, 
^.  Even  by  the  commifTioners  for  both  kingdoms, 
f  this  tax  was  then  thought  to  be  fuch  a  grievous 
^  tax,  that  it  v;as  prefumedjthe  Parliament  o^  Great 
^  J5;'i/<5/;2  would  certainly  take  it  off,  and  fubftitute 
'  fome  more  reafonable  tax  in  its  room  ;  in  which 

*  cafe,  Scotland  was  to  be  fubjedl  to  fuch  tax,  fo  to 
'  be  fubftituted  ;  but  it  was  fiipulated  and  agreed, 

*  that  in  fuch  cafe,  they  fiiould  have  an  equivalent 

*  proportioned  to  this  new  tax,  to  v/hich  they  were 

*  to  become  fubie61:.  From  all  which  it  evidently 
^  appears,  that  the  only  reafon  for  their  having  been 
-  declared  free  from  the  payment  of  this  2  s.  and 
'  A.  d,  upon  fait,  was  becaufe  it  had  been  mortgaged 

'  iox 
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'  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  contradled  in  England 
'  before  the  Union,  and  not  comprehended  in  the 
'  account  of  thofe  debts  which  Scotland  was  to  pay 
"^  a  part  of,  fo  that  they  raceived  no  equivalent  there - 

*  fore :  But  though  this  duty  had  never  been  abo- 
'  lidied,  yet  in  cafe  the  debt  for  which  it  was  mort- 
'  gaged  had  been  paid  by  us,  or  otherways  provided 

*  for  by  a  new  tax,  and   this  tax  of  ?.  5.   and  4  d, 

*  upon  flit  continued,  and  converted  either  to  the 
'  current  fervice  of  the  year,  or  to  the  payment  of 
'  a  debt  contra6led  fince  the  Union  ;  Scotland  could 

*  not  furely  pretend  to  an  exemption,  either  from 
'  the  new  tax,  or  from  the  payment  of  this  2  s.  and 
'  4  d.  upon  fait,  after  its  being  fo  converted  ;  the 
'  moll  that  they  could  in  fuch  cafe  have  pretended 
^  to,  would  have  been  to  an  equivalent  for  the  new 
'  tax  they  had  become  fubjed  to. 

'  It  is  true.   Sir,   that  ad:  of  the  9th  and  loth  of 

*  King  Williamy  by  which  this  duty  of  2  j.  and  ^d. 
'  upon  fait  was  eftablifhed,  has  that  terrible  word 

*  for  ever  in  the  body  of  it.  It  is  indeed  a  terrible 
'  v/ord,  when  it  is  annexed  to  fuch  a  grievous  tax. 
'  It  is  a  word,  that  I  am  forry  my  country  has  fo 

*  much  reafon  to  be  acquainted  with :  But  thatdread- 
'  ful  word,  even  by  the  acl  itfelf,  is  confined;  it  is 
'  confined  to  the  payment  of  that   debt,  for  which 

*  this  tax  was  then  appointed  :  and  fince  that  debt 
'  is  now  otherways  provided  forj  it  is  with  refpe61: 

*  to  this  duty  to  be  looked  on  as  paid,  and  the  con- 

*  ditional  perpetuity  in  that  a6l  meant  by  the  word 
•^  for  ever  is  now  at  an  end.  It  is  impofiible  there- 
'  fore  to  prefume,  that  if  the  Scots  commifiioners 

*  had  ever  meant,  that  their  country  fliould  have  an 
•'  abfolute  perpetuity,  v/ith  refpec5l  to  the  exemption 

*  from  this  fait  duty,  they  v/ould  have  referred  to 
■'  this  a6l,   by  which  a  conditional  perpetuity  was 

*  only  eftablifhed.     But   the  tranfaflion  was  honed 

*  and  fair,  and  the  words  are  plain  to  every  man, 
^  that  has  a  mind  to  comprehend  them  :  The  Scots 

O  .1  ^  com 
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*  commifTioners  had  a  mind  that  their  country  fhould 
^  be  free  from  the  payment  of  any  part  of  that  debt, 
'  for  which  this  duty  was  appointed  -,  and  therefore 

*  it  was  agreed,  that  while  this  duty  remained  ap- 
'  propriated  to  the  payment  of  that  debr,  their  coun- 

*  try  fh.ould  be/^r  fwr  free  from  it:  But  it  was  ne- 

*  ver  fo  much  as  intended  by  either  party,  that  their 
'  country  fhould  be  free  therefrom,  in  cafe  it  fhould, 
'  after  the  payment  of  this  old  debt  of  England^  be 
'  converted  to  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  two  united 

*  kingdoms  in  general. 

*  It  being  thus  evident,  Sir,    that  the  people  of 

*  Scotland  have  now  no  title,  by  the  articles  of  the 
^  Union,  to  an  exemption  from  the  payment  of  this 
'  2  J.  and  4  d.  upon  fait,  the  only  queftion  then  is, 
*-  Whether  we  ought,  out  of  compaiTion,  to  indulge 
^  them  with  fuch  an  exemption,  becaufe  the  poor 
'■'  people  of  that  country  are  not  able  to  pay  it:  I 
^  really  think.  Sir,  v/e  ought  to  have  fo  much  com- 
'  pafTion  for  the  people  of  that  country  ;  but  then  I 

*  hope  it  will  be  allowed  me,  that  v/e  ought  to  have 
*•  an  equal  compalTion  for  the  poor  people  of  Eng- 
'  land.  Journeymen  and  day-labourers,  who  have 
'  no  ftock,  no  property,  are  equally  poor  in  all 
'  countries  ;  they  have  nothing  but  what  they  work: 
'  for  from  day  to  day  :  and  if  it  be  faid,  that  the 
'  poor  people  in  England :\vt  able  to  pay  this  duty, 
'  becaufe  they  have  high  wages,  it  is  an  unanfwera- 
'  ble  arsiument  againft  the  tax  in  o-eneral.  It  is  now 

*  an  univerfal  complaint  in  this  country,  that  the 
'  high  v/ages  given  to  workmen,  is  the  chief  caufe 
'  of  the  decay  of  our  trade  and  manufadlures  ;  our 
'  bufinefs  then  is,  to  take  all  the  meafures  we  can 
'  think  of,  to  enable  our  workmen  to  work  for  lefs 
^  wages  than  they  do  at  prefent ;  and  therefore  it 
'  muft  be  contrary  to  good  policy  to  lay  on  a  tax, 
'  which  it  is  granted  would  be  infupportable  to  the 
'  poor,  if  it  were  not  for  the  high  wages  they  have : 

*  for  the  laying  on  of  fuch  a  tax  mufl  make  the  con- 

'  tinuance 


A.  1732.  DEBATES,  sot 

*  tiniiance  of  fuch  high  wages  abfolutely  necefTary, 
'  and  the  continuance  of  them  will  certainly  bring 

*  the  nation  to  poverty  and  diftrefs. 

'  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  the  reafoning  offomegen- 

*  tlemen  upon  the  fubject  in  hand,  appears  to  me  a 

*  jitde  inconfiftent.  This  flilt-duty,  with  refpe^l  to 
<  England,  IS  a  tax  that  is  altogether  infenfible;  with 
'  refpetl  to  Scotland^  it  is  a  tax  that  is  altogether  in- 
'  fupportable  :  In  England,  the  tax  is  raifed  upon 

*  fuch  a  great  multitude  of  people,  and  at  fo  many 
'  different  payments,  that  no  man  can  feel  what  he 
'  pays  :  In  Scotland,  tho'  it  be  raifed  upon  the  fame 
'  multitude  of  people,  and  at  the  fame  different 
'  payments,  yet  if  the  whole  were  laid  upon  the 
'  people  of  that  country,  every  poor  man  would 
'  not  only  feel  what  he  paid,  but  would  be  utterly 
'  incapable  to  comply  with  the  payments  required  : 
^  In  England,  it  can  raife  no  grumblings,  no  mur- 

*  murings,  nor  any  complaint  among  the  people : 

*  In  S  coil  and,  it  would  raife  fuch  terrible  difcon- 
'  tents,  as  might  diftarb  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
'  kingdom,  and  endanger  the  conftitution.  How 
'  inconfiftent  is  this  way  of  arguing?  What  an  in- 
'  fult  is  this  upon  the  people,  who  quietly  fubmitto 

*  the  loads  that  are  laid  upon  them  ? 

'  The  diftindion  that  has  been  made  between  the 

*  grofs  charge  and  the  grofs  produce  of  this  duty, 
'  feems  to  be  fomerhing  new.  There  is  certainly  as 
'  much  reafon  for  this  diftindion,  almoft  in  every 

*  branch  of  the  cuftoms  or  excife,  as  there  is  for  it  in 

*  the  prefent  cafe  ;  and  yet  I  never  heard  it  made  ufe 

*  of  by  any  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue.     But  fup- 

*  pofingthis  diilinclion  to  be  reafonable,  yet  if  we 

*  examine  the  particulars  of  the  account  that  has 

*  been  given  us,  we  fhall  find  that  feveral  articles 

*  have  been  put  to  the  grofs  charge,  which  really 

*  ought  to  be  put  to  the  grofs  produce,  becaufe  they 
^  are  aiftually  raifed  upon  the  people,  though  they 
t  come  not  to  the  ufe  of  the  public,  but  to  the  ufc 

*  of 
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of  the  merchants  and  dealers  in  fait.  I  am  furpri- 
fed  to  hear  it  pretended,  that  the  allowance  for 
prompt  payment  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  as  a 
part  of  the  grofs  produce,  or  that  the  fum  allov/ed 
tor  that  difcount  is  not  raifed  upon  the  people. 
Does  any  man  fuppofe,  that  the  wealthy  dealer 
pays  his  ready  money  for  the  benefit  of  his  cu- 
flomers,  or  that  the  confumer  pays  the  lefs  for  his 
fait,  becaufe  the  merchant  from  whom  he  pur- 
chafes,  paid  the  duties  in  ready  money  ?  Does  not 
every  man  know,  that  thefe  prompt  payments  are 
made  by  the  rich  dealers,  only  for  their  own  ac- 
count ;  and  that  notwithftanding  of  their  being  al- 
lowed a  difcount  of  10 per  cent,  yet  they  fell  as  dear 
as  if  they  had  paid  the  full  duties  ?The  article  then 
of  20,000  /.  for  prompt  payment,  is  not  to  be  de- 
duced, but  is  to  be  looked  on  as  a  part  of  the 
grofs  produce. 

'  The  I I5OO0/.  allowed  for  wafte,  on  fait  carried 
coafbwife,  is  likewife  an  advantage  only  to  the 
dealer  :  It  is  no  advantage  to  the  people,  for  every 
farthing  of  that  fum  is  raifed  upon  and  paid  by 
them.  This  allowance  arofe  from  a  prefumption, 
that  there  was  a  wafte  on  fait  carried  coaftwife  j 
and  therefore  three  pence  per  bufhel  on  all  v/hite 
fait,  and  three  halfpence ^^r  bufhel  on  all  rock  lalt 
carried  coaftwife,  was  allowed  to  the  dealer  in  fait. 
But  it  is  certain,  that  in  fuch  cafe  there  can  be  no 
waflie,  there  is  always  rather  an  increafe,  becaufe 
of  its  being  very  dry  when  put  on  board,  and  af- 
terwards made  to  fwell  and  become  more  weighty 
by  the  moiflure  of  the  air,  to  which  it  is  expofed 
in  the  removing  of  it  from  place  to  place :  Since 
there  can  be  no  wafle,  we  mufl  prefume,  that  the 
whole  is  bought  and  confumed  by  the  people;  and 
we  know,  that  they  always  paid  for  it  the  fame 
price  as  if  the  full  duty  had  been  paid  by  the  dealer. 
This  allowance  did  not  ev^n  fo  much  as  induce  the 

'  dealer 
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dealer  ro  fell  cheaper,  for  the  confumer  always  paid 
for  the  carriage,  as  well  as  for  the  duty  and  firft 
coft: ;  and  the  longer  the  carriage  was,  the  confu- 
mer always  paid  the  higher  price.  This  1 1,000  /. 
is  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  grofs 
produce. 

'  The  allowance  for  rock  fait  melted,  is  of  the 
fame  nature.  This  arofe  from  a  fuppofition,  that 
in  the  melting  of  rock  lair,  and  refining  it  into 
white  lalt,  there  was  a  great  wade,  and  therefore 
ten  pound  weight  in  fixty  five  was  allowed  duty 
free.  But  I  have  been  informed,  and  the  fa(5t  ap- 
pears reafonable,  that  rock  llilt  difiblved  in  frefh 
water,  will  produce  its  own  weight  in  white  fait, 
and  when  diflblved  in  fea  water  it  will  produce  one 
fourth  part  more.  If  we  only  fuppofe  that  there 
is  no  v;aftc,  we  muft  prefume,  that  the  whole  is 
bought  and  confumed  by  the  people  ;  and  we 
know,  that  they  always  paid  as  much  for  white 
fait  made  out  of  rock  fait,  as  they  did  for  any  o- 
ther  fort  of  white  fait ;  therefore  we  muft  conclude, 
that  though  this  allowance  of  ten  pound  weight  out 
of  fixty  live,  be  a  dedu6lion  from  the  revenue,  yet 
the  duty  upon  every  grain  of  it,  is  raifed  upon  the 
people  ',  and  confequently  this  article,  which  is 
36,000  /.  per  annum^  muft  likewife  be  added  to 
the  grofs  produce.  Thefe  three  fums  therefore  of 
20,000/.  11,000/.  and  36,000 /.  being  added  to 
the  grofs  produce,  as  ftated  by  the  gentleman  who 
was  pleafed  to  enter  particularly  into  this  account, 
will  make  it  amount  to  297,350  /.  which  is  the 
loweft  computation  we  can  make  of  the  fum  that  is 
to  be  yearly  raifed  upon  the  people  o^ England  on- 
ly, by  the  revival  of  this  tax. 
'  But,  Sir,  if  we  confider  the  many  frauds  that 
have  always  been  comm^itted  as  to  fait,  pretended 
to  have  been  exported,  and  as  to  the  fait  pretended 
to  have  been  ufed  in  the  curing  of  fifti,  we  muft 
prefume,  that  a  great  deal  of  more  fait  is  every 

*  year 
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*  year  ufed  by  the  people,  than  what  pay^  duty  to 
'  the  public  ;  and  as  the  confumer  always  pays  the 

*  full  price,  as  if  the  duty  had  been  regularly  paid 

*  upon  the  whole,  though  thefe  frauds  occafion  a 
^  dedu6tion  from  the  revenue,  yet  the  duty  upon  the 

*  whole  is  paid  by  the  people  ;  and  therefore  we 
^  mud  prefume,  that  a  much  larger  fum  than  what 

*  I  have  mention'd,  muft  be  yearly  railed  upon  the 
'  people.  This  prefumption  is  brought  almoft  to 
'  a  demonflration,   by  the  number  of  the  people  in 

*  this  nation,  even  as  computed  by  thofe  who  have 

*  fpoke  in  favour  of  this  duty  :  According  to  their 

*  own  accounts,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in 
'  England  amounts  to  8,000,000  -,  if  then  we  fup- 
'  pofe  that  every  one  of  them  ufes,  one  with  another, 

*  but  a  peck  of  fait  in  a  year,  we  muft  reckon  that 
'  a  fhilling,  at  lead,  is  raifed  upon  every  perfon  by 

*  the  means  of  this  duty,  becaufe  the  laying  on  of 

*  this  duty  makes  the  fait  at  leaft  a  Ihilling  a  peck 
'  dearer  than  it  would  otherwife  be  ;  and  therefore 

*  we  muft  compute,  that  by  the  reviving  of  this 
'  duty,  there  will  be,  at  leaft,  8,000,000  of  fhil- 
'  lings,  or  400,000  /.  raifed  yearly  upon  the  people 
'  of  England  only  :  and  this  fum  I  really  take  to 

*  be  the  loweft  computation  that  can  juftly  be  made. 
'  Let  us  now  confider.  Sir,  what  we  are  about : 

'  We  are  to  raife  500,000  /.  for  the  current  fervice 
*•  of  the  year  -,  this  we  certainly  ought  to  raife  rn 

*  that  method  which  will  be  leaft  burdenfome  to  the 
'  nation  in  general  ;  and  if  we  chufe  to  raife  this 
'  fum,  by  reviving  the  falt-duty  for  three  years,  we 
^  make  the  people  really  pay  i  ,200,000/.  out  of  which 

*  there  is  but  500,000/.  brought  clear  into  the  public 

*  revenue.  If  this  be  public  oeconomy,  if  this  be  com- 

*  mon  prudence,  if  this  be  a  relief  or  an  eafe  to  the 
«  people  of  England^  I  leave  the  world  to  judge.     I 

*  think  that  I  can  now  aver,  that  when  I  argue  againft 
'  the  falt-duty,I  plead  the  caufe  of  my  country, Iplead 
"  the  caufe  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  of  Eng- 

^  land  v" 


A.  1732.         DEBATES.  205 

'  land:  I  do  not  indeed  plead  for  a  relief  to  them, 
'  I  find  there  is  no  relief  to  be  given  ;  but  I  plead 
'  againfl  laying  a  nev/,  a  heavy,  an  intolerable  bur- 

*  den  upon  them.  We  have,  by  our  former  re- 
'  folutions,  made  the  raifing  of  500,000  /.  neceffa- 
'  ry,  but  do  not  let  us  charge  the  people  with  the 
'payment  of  1,200,000/.  in  order  to  raife  this 
'  five- 

*-  Fromv>'hat  I  have  faid,  Sir,  it  plainly  appears 

*  how  much  more  expenfive  it  will  be  to  the  nation, 
'  to  raife  500,000/.  by  reviving  the  fait  duty,  than 
'  to  raife  it  by  a  Ihiiiing  in  the  pound  land  tax  *,  and 

*  yet  it  has  been  pretended,  that  there  will  be  but  a 

*  fmall  difference  as  to  the  expence :  This  really  fur- 

*  prizes  me,  for  figures  can  neither  be  miftaken  nor 
'  mifconftrued.  In  order  to  bring  this  difference  as 
'  low  as  poffible,  it  has  been  pretended  that  the  rai- 
'  fing  of  the  fait  duty  will  coft  but  22,000  /.  per 
'  annum  •,  but  I  always  reckoned,  that  it  coft  full 

*  25,000/.  and  I  mufb  ftill  reckon  fo,  till  I  fee  it 

*  contradided  by  the  commiffioners  accounts;  forthe 
'  raifing  of,  or  paying  the  19,000/.  annually  for 
'  bounties,  was  never  any  additional  expence  to  the 
'  public.     It  has  likewife  been  pretended,  that  the 

*  raifing  of  a  fhilling  in  the  pound  land  tax,  cofts 
'  near  18,000  /.  per  annum^  by  reafon  of  the  office 
*"  kept  in  commiffion  for  that  purpofe ;  but  thefe 
'  Gentlemen  forget,  that  this  office  is  kept  up,  and 
'  cofl:s  as  much  when  there  is  but  one  fhilling  in  the 
'  pound,  as  when  there  is  4  s,  in  the  pound  land  tax. 

*  And  therefore  I  ftill  infifl:  upon  it,that  the  raifing  of 
'  500,000/.  by  IS.  in  the  pound  additional  land 
'  tax,  will  really  coil  the  nation  but  13,500/.  per  ann, 

*  extraordinary  expence,  and  confequently  the  dif- 
'  ference  as  to  this  article  in  England  only,  is  at  leaft 
'  1 1,500/.  per  annum.  But  mufb  not  we  add  to  this, 

*  the  2,600  /.  extraordinary  charge  in  the  vidlualling 
'  office^  occafioned  by  this  duty  ^  For  this  is  certain- 

^  ly 
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ly  a  charge  brought  upon  the  nation  by  reviving 
this  duty,  v/hich  we  fhould.not  be  liable  to,  if  we 
fhould  raife  what  money  we  want  by  a  land-tax. 
Muft  not  we  likewife  add  the  20,000  I. per  annum 
allowed  for  prompt  payment  ?  For  as  this  is  no 
benefit  to  the  confumer,  it  is  a  real  expence  to  the 
people,  as  much  as  the  25,000  /.  is,  which  is  paid 
for  management.  Thefe  three  fums  added  toge- 
ther, makes  the  real  difference  of  the  yearly  ex- 
pence  between  the  lalt  tax  and  a  fhilling  in  the 
pound  land  tax,  amount  yearly  to  34,100  /.  This, 
I  fay,  Sir,  is  the  yearly  difference;  but  I  hope  no 
man  that  confiders  it,  will  pretend,  that  this,  or  c- 
ven  three  times  this  fum,  is  the  whole  difference  of 
the  expence  the  nation  is  to  be  at  in  raifing 
500,000/.  by  a  fait  duty  in  three  years,  in  place 
of  raifing  500,000/.  by  a  fliillingin  the  pound  land 
tax  in  one  year  •,  for  the  difference  will  then  be  a 
great  deal  more  than  three  times  this  fum.  We 
muft  then  reckon  the  v/hole  expence  of  the  fait 
duty  for  three  years,  and  from  that  dedu6l  the  ex- 
pence  of  raifing  i  s.  in  the  pound  land  tax  for  one 
year  only  :  The  fait  tax  will  then  coft  us  three 
times  25,000/.  or  75,000 /.  for  management-, 
three  times  2,600  /.  or  7,800  /.  for  extraordinary 
expence  in  the  navy  ;  and  three  times  20,000  /.  or 
60,000/.  for  prompt  payment  ♦,  which  three  fums 
added  together,  amount  to  142,800/.  And  from 
this  we  are  only  to  dedu6l  13,500  /.  to  wit,  one 
year's  expence  of  raifing  a  fhilling  in  the  pound  up- 
on land,  the  remaining  fum  will  then  be  1 29,300  /, 
This  is  the  real  difference  ofthe  expence  which  the 
nation  is  to  pay  for  the  raifing  of  this  500,000/. 
in  three  years  by  a  fait  duty,  in  place  of  raifing  it 
in  one  year  by  a  land  tax.  This  is  near  fix  and 
twenty  ^^r  cent,  and  if  we  add  the  additional  ex- 
pence  in  Scotland^  and  the  interefb  which  the  pub- 
lic mufb  pay  upon  borrowing  this  500,000  /.  for 
the  current  fervice  ofthe  year,   it  will,    I  am  fure^ 

^  amount 
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amount  to  above  0,0 per  cent,  which,  I  muft  fay, 
is  a  pretty  confiderable  premium  for  three  years  for- 
bearance of  payment,  even  if  the  nation  were  not 
to  pay  a  fhilling  of  the  money  till  the  full  end  of 
the  term.  How  confiftent  it  may  be  with  the  pub- 
lic good  of  this  nation,  to  pay  lb  high  a  premium 
for  forbearance,  I  fnail  not  determine  ;  but  I  am 
lure  it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  private  good 
of  any  honeft  man  in  the  kingdom  to  pay  fuch  a 
premium.  This,^  Sir,,  is  the  mod  favourable  light 
that  the  affair  before  us  can,,  with  any  toletable  rea- 
fon,  be  put  in,  even  by  thofe  who  appear  moft  fan- 
guine  for  the  revival  of  this  duty  •,  but  if  weconfi- 
der  it  in  the  light  I  have  before  put  it  in,  and  fup- 
pof^  that  400,000 /.  is  toberaifedyearly  upon  the 
people  by  the  means  of  this  duty,  it  will  then  ap- 
pear much  more  odious;  for  upon  that  fuppofition^ 
which,  1  am  afraid,  will  prove  too  true,  the  na- 
tion is  to  pay  700,000  /.  for  three  years  forbear- 
ance of  the  payment  of  five,  which  is  a  premium 
of  very  near  150  per  cent^  for  forbearance. 
'  To  pretend,  Sir,  that  this  duty  cannot  give  oc- 
cafion  to  any  great  frauds  or  perjuries,  becaufe  there 
is  little  or  no  money  advanced  by  the  fubjed:,  and 
repaid  by  the  government  upon  any  event,,  is  tome 
a  little  odd.  It  is  not  the  repayment  of  money 
by  the  government  that  is  the  caufe  of  frauds  and 
perjuries  ;  it  is  the  great  advantage  that  a  private 
dealer  may  make,  and  the  little  risk  he  runs  by  fuch 
frauds  and  perjuries,  that  tempts  him  to  the  com- 
mitting of  fuch.  He  does  not  confiderfrom  whom, 
but  how  much  money  he  may  make  by  fuch  a 
fraud;  and  therefore  in  all  manner  of  taxe?,  v/here 
the  tax  or  duty  amounts  to  much  maore  than  the 
prime  coH:,  there  have  always  been,  and  always  will 
be  great  frauds  ;  if  the  dealer  can  by  any  fraud  a- 
void  paying  the  duty,  he  makes  his  advantage  by 
felling  at  a  high  price.  Confidering  thefi  that  this 
duty  to  be  kid  upon  fait  is  not  lefs  than  ten  times 

*  the 
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'  the  price  it  may  be  bought  for  at  the  pits,  what  a 

*  fruitful  fund  do  we  efbabhfh  for  frauds  and  perju- 
'  ries  ?    It  may  not  perhaps  be  eafy  to  fmuggle  fait 

*  away  from  the  pits  without  paying  the  duty  ;  but 
'  how  eafy  will  it  be  for  the  dealer,  after  he  has  gi- 
'  ven  bond  to  pay  the  duty,  and  taken  the  fait  away 
'  from  the  pits,  to  put  it  aboard  of  a  fhip,  and  re- 

*  land  it  again  at  fome  bye  creek  or  corner,  or  by 
*•  fome  other  way  to  get  a  certificate  of  its  having 

*  been  exported  ♦,  by  this  fraud  he  gets  up  the  bond 

*  which  he  gave  for  the  duty,  and  though  he  gets 

*  no  money  back  from  the  government,  yet  when  he 
'  fells  to  the  confumer  fait  tor  four  or  five  fhil lings  a 
'  bufhel,   which  cod  him  but  a  groat  a  bufliel,  does 

*  he  not  make  a  delicious,  a  tempting  profit  ?  And 
'  the  more  tempting  it  muft  be,  becaufe  of  the  little 

*  rifk  he  runs  ,  for  he  rifks  only  the  lofs  of  a  groat, 
'  for  the  venture  of  making  four  fhillings  clear  profit, 
'  If  he  can  but  cheat  the  public,  he  drives  the  trade, 
'  I  may  fay,  of  an  apothecary,  and  makes  a  fhilling 
'  of  every  penny  he  lays  out.     Again,  as  to  the  fait 

*  delivered  duty-free  for  the  fifhery,  there  is  ftiU  a 

*  greater  temptation,  fince  it  depends  intirely  upon 
'  the  honefly  of  the  curers  themfelves  ;  none  but 
'  themfelves  can  tell  what  quantities  they  have  made 
^  ufe  of ;  if  they  can  but  lell  their  filt  privately  to 
'  dealers  or  consumers,  they  may  get  free  of  the  duty 
'  by  fwearing  ttiat  the  whole  was  employed  in  curing 

*  of  fifli  -,  and  confidering  what  little  regard  is  had  to 
'  what  is  now  by  way  of  proverb  called  a  cuftom- 

*  houfe  oath,  I  am  afraid  this  fort  of  perjury  will  be 

*  by  much  too  frequent :   Nor  is  the  lofs  fuftained  by 

*  the  revenue,  the  only  difadvantage  ;  thefe  baits  and 
'  temptations  that  are  thrown  in  the  people's  way  for 

*  perjuring  themfelves,   may  really  at  lall  deftroy  all 

*  fort  of  moraliry  and  common  honefty  among  them, 
'  and  may  fo  much  diminiili  that  regard  which  every 
'  man  ought  to  have  for  an  oath,  that  no  man's  life 
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*  or  property  can  be  fecure,  againll  the  plots  and  per- 
'  juries  of  his  neighbours. 

'  /is  to  our  manufacturers  and  poor  labourers,  this 
'  tax  certainly  will  be  a  charge  upon  every  one  of 
'  them  in  general.      It  will  be  a  Ihilling  at  lead  to    * 

*  every  fingle  man  or  woman  that  is  fit  for  labour  ; 
'  and  if  we  fuppofe  a  poor  man  to  have  a  v/ife  and 
'  three  fmall  children,  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  him 

*  to  make  \\{^  of  lefs  than  a  bufliel  of  fait  a  year  for 
'  his  iamily  ;  to  fuch  a  man  this  tax  will  amount  to 
'  at  Icafl:  4  s.  6  d.  pit  annum.  Such  a  thing  as  a  fhil- 
'  ling,  or  a  crown  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  trifle  by 
'  a  gentleman  of  a  large  eftate  and  eafy  circumftan- 
'  ces,  but  a  poor  man  feels  fometimes  feverely  the 
^  want  of  a  fliilling  ;  many  a  poor  man  has  for  want 
'  of  a  ihilling  been  obliged  to  pawn  the  only  whole 
'  coat  he  had  to  his  back,  and  has  never  been  able  to 
'  redeem  it  again.     Even  a  farthing  to  a  poor  man 

*  is  a  confiderable  fum  j  what  ihifts  do  the  frugal  a- 
'  mong  them  make,  to  fave  even  a  farthing  .?  Let  us 
'  but  imagine  our  felves  in  the  condition  of  a  poor 
'  labourer,  with  a  wife  and  three  children,  almofb 
'  the  whole  of  the  wife's  time  taken  up  in  looking 
'  after  the  Children,  and  the  hufband  working  for  a 
'  fnilling  a  day  ;  and  we  fhall  eafily  fee  how  hard  it 

*  is  to  make  fuch  a  poor  man  pay  a  tax  of  four  or 
'  five  fl^nllings  a  year,  the  fait  he  muft  make  ufe  of 
'  for  the  fcanty  fupport  of  himfelf  and  family. 

^'J^his  tax  muft  therefore  be  a  charge  upon  all 

*  our  manufactures  in  general,  I  fhall  fuppofe  it  as 

*  fmall  as  any  gentleman  pleafes,  yet  it  muft  be 
'  fome  ;  for  if  it  be  a  charge  upon  the  manufadlurers, 

*  they  muft  lay  it  upon  the  manufactures  they  deal 

*  in  ;  and  if  we  confider  how  narrowly  the  merchant, 
y*  efpecially   the    foreign  merchant,    goes  to  work 

*  in  the  bargains  he  makes,  wc  muft  fee  what  a  dif- 

*  advantage  this  tax  may  be  to  our  export  of  manu- 

*  fidures.     If  any  of  our  neighbours  can  fell  but 
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'  one  tenth  part  of  a  farthing  in  a  yard  cheaper  than 
'  we  can  do,  they  will  at  lall  turn  us  entirely  out  of 

*  the  bufinefs.    This  holds   as  to  all  our  manufac- 

*  tures  in  general  ;    but  as  to  fome  particular  ma- 

*  nufadliires,  fuch  as  glafs,   leather,  earthen  ware, 

*  i^c,  it  is  ftill  more  grievous,  becaufe  fait  is  one  of 

*  the  materials  m.ade  ufe  of  in  their  very  compofi- 

*  tion  :  and  therefore  I  am  hopeful,  if  this  duty  be 
'  revived,  there  will  be  an  exception  as  to  them. 

*  I  find  it  is  granted  by  all,  that  the  making   ufe 
'  of  fait  is  an  improvement  to  land  ;   but  it  is  faid, 

*  that  this  tax  cannot  injure  fuch  improvements,  be- 

*  caufe  every  man  may  have  as  much  foul  fait  duty- 
'  free  at  the  pits,  as  he  pleafes,  provided  he  has  an 

*  officer  a  long  with  him.  But  does  not  every  man 
'  fee,  that  this  can  only  be  of  advantage  to  thole, 
'  whofe  lands  lie  near  the  falt-pits  ?  Even  as  to  them, 
'  this  duty  will   be  an  additional  charge,   for  they 

*  cannot  get  an  officer  to  attend  for  nothing  ;  we  all 

*  know  that  when  a  man  is  once  got  into  an  office, 
'  he  has  many  ways  of  fqueezing  a  perquifite  from 
'  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  apply  to  him,  and  to  him 
'  only.   And  as  to  all  lands  that  lie  at  a  diftance  from 

*  coal-pits,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  that  the  reviving  of 
'  this  tax  will  be  a  full  bar  to  any  future  improvc- 

*  ments  of  them  by  fait,  which  is  an  improvement 

*  that  has  been  fuccefsfully  roade  ufe  of  through  all 

*  parts  of  England^   ever  fmce  the  duty  was  taken 

*  off. 

*  It  has,  I  think,  in  this  debate  been  admitted  by 

*  all,  that  the  duty  upon  the  fait  made  ufe  of  in  cu- 
'  ring  the  fait  pro vi fi ons  necefTary  for  a  fhip  of  150 

*  tons  for  a  fix  month's  voyage,  will  amount  to  forty 

*  iliillings  ;   and  yet  it  has  been  aflerted  by  fomc, 

*  that  the  reviving  of  this  duty  will  be  no  burden 

*  upon  the  navigation  of  6^r<?^7/ ^r//^/;/.  Thofe  who 
'  reafon  in  this  manner,  do  not  furely  confider  the 
'  frugality  and  fparingnefs  that  mull  be  obferved 

*  in  trade.  I  am  fure  there  is  not  a  merchant  in  En- 
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rope^  th.it  his  occafion  to  freight  a  fliip,  but  will 
think  40  fhil'ings  a  very  great  difference  in  the 
freight  between  twofhips  of  150  tons  each,  if  they 
be  of  equal  gooJnefs  in  every  other  refpedl  ;  and 
he  v/ill  alwrys employ  that  fhip  which  he  can  have 
40  (hillings  cheaper  than  the  other.  This  muft 
put  a  full  fiop  to  the  employing  of  any  Englijh 
uiip,  or  to  the  viduallingof  any  fhip  in  England^ 
wh'?re  another  fhip  can  be  made  ufe  of,  or  when 
a  fnip  can  be  vidualled  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  not  only  a  burden 
upon  our  navigation,  but  we  muft  confider  thatic 
would  foon  be  the  entire  deftru(rtion  of  our  na- 
vigation, and  confequently  of  our  navy,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  navigation  a6l,  and  fome  natural  advan- 
tages which  we  have  over  the  reft  of  the  world. 
I  do  not  know  how  fome  gentlemen  may  get,  or 
how  they  may  fpend  their  eftates ;  but  in  an  affair 
which  chiefly  regards  the  trade,  and  the  tradef- 
men  of  this  nation,  I  am  furprifed  to  hearfhillings 
and  crowns,  nay  even  pounds  fterling  talked  of  in 
fo  light  and  trivial  a  manner  :  The  poor  trader  or 
tradefman  may  be  properly  fiid  to  earn  his  living 
by  the  fweat  of  his  brow  ;  if  he  does  not  confider 
every  firthing  that  he  is  to  lay  out,  he  will  foon 
come  not  to  have  a  farthing  to  pay  for  a  bit  of 
bread  :  To  fuch  a  man,  even  the  half  farthing 
which  is  now  fo  contemptuoufly  talked  of,  would  \ 
be  of  mighty  confequence. 

'  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  confider  this  tax  with  re- 
fpe(5t  to  that  honeft,  induftrious  and  frugal  {^t  of 
people,  the  farmers  o{ England.  I  hope  there  are 
but  few  of  them  as  yet  obliged  to  live  in  the  man- 
ner as  has  been  reprefented.  I  hope  no  farmer  in 
England  is  as  yet  obliged  to  make  his  family  dine 
upon  bread  and  cheefe,  or  upon  boil'd  cabbage, 
without  a  bit  of  pickled  pork,  fait  beef,  or  bacon, 
to  give  them  a  favour.  I  do  not  know  indeed  what 
they  may  be  brought  to,  if  we  begin  to  multiply 
P  z  '  exclfes 
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excrfes  upon  them;  but  I  mufl  now  confider  thent 
in  their  prefent  way  of  Jiving  :  In  that  way  I  muft 
look  upon  them  and  their  fervants,  as  making  ufe 
of  fome  fak  provifions  almofl;  every  day  in  the 
week,  for  the  vvhole  year  round  :  In  fuch  a  view, 
I  am  fure,  a  family  of  fixteen  working  perfons 
will  confume  in  fait  a  great  deal  more  than  a  fiiil- 
ling's  worth  a  head,  according  as  it  muft  itll  after 
this  duty  is  laid  on.  I  believe  they  will  confume 
above  two  fliil lings  worth  apiece  ;  it  has  been  com- 
puted by  men  who  underfl:ood  thoroughly  theoeco- 
nomy  of  their  family,  that  a  family  of  ten  perfons 
would,  for  all  ufes,  generally  coft  the  mafter  i^t 
leali:  nx-pence  a  week  for  fair,  according  to  the 
price  it  fold  at  formerly,  when  this  duty  v/as  fub- 
iifting.  At  this  rate  there  is  fcarcely  a  flirmer  in 
England^  but  muft  pay  above  twenty  Ihillings  a 
year  towards  this  tax  \  and  if  he  pays  a  rack  rent, 
I  do  not  know  where  he  is  to  get  this  twenty  fhil- 
lings,  unlefs  he  runs  in  arrear  to  his  landlord,  in 
order  to  anfwer  what  he  muft  pay  to  the  tax-ga- 
therer. In  fuch  a  cafe,  I  believe,  our  landed  gen- 
tlemen will  not  get  much  by  the  relief  that  is  now 
pretended  to  be  given  them.  But  befides  this  ad- 
ditional family-expence  upon  the  farmers,  we  know 
that  they  make  ufe  of  a  great  deal  of  fait  for  fevcral 
ufes  in  hufbandry  :  The  advantages  made  thereby, 
they  muft  now  give  up,  or  otherways  they  muft 
pay  dear  for  the  preferving  of  them. 
*  I  hope.  Sir,  I  am  as  fenfibly  touched  as  any 
man  with  the  difficulties  that  many  of  the  landed 
gentlemen  in  England  labour  under.  I  fhall  always 
be  as  ready  as  any  man  to  approve  of  any  meafu-re 
for  giving  them  a  real  relief ;  but  I  fliall  never 
pretend  to  amufe  them,  or  to  impofe  upon  their 
good  fenfe,  by  calling  that  a  relief,  which  is  only 
taking  a  burden  off  of  one  of  their  fhoulders,  and 
putting  it  upon  the  other  5  and  that  this  is  the  only 

*  relief 
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relief  now  propofed  for  them,  I  can  I  think  de- 
monftrate  as  clearly  as  ever  any  thing  was  de- 
moniirated  by  numbers.  I  believe  no  man  will  pre- 
tend that  any  gentleman  of  a  free  ellate  of  500/. 
a  year  in  land  or  upwards,  is  in  the  prefent  cafe 
an  object  of  compafTion,  or  that  the  relieving  of 
fuch  men  from  the  payment  of  a  Ihilling  in  the 
pouud  land  tax,  can  have  any  weight  in  tiie  pre- 
fent debate  ;  and  as  for  thofe  gentlemen  who  have 
large  efbates  in  land,  but  heavily  charged  with 
mortgages,  if  they  will,  for  the  fake  of  grandeur, 
and  the  name  of  having  a  great  eflate,  continue  to 
pay  the  land  ux,  and  the  intereft  upon  the  mortga- 
ges it  is  Certainly  their  own  fault,  and  therefore 
they  do  not  deferve  the  confideration  of  this  houfe. 
The  landed  genc.emen  then,  whofc  eitates  are 
under  500  /.  a  year,  are  the  only  perfons  whofe 
condition  and  circumftances  can  in  the  prefent  cafe 
be  of  any  confequence ;  and  as  to  fuch,  let  us 
examine  whether,  what  is  now  propofed,  will 
prove  to  be  any  relief  to  them.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  are  many  landed  gentlemen  in  Eng- 
land^  whofe  eftates  are  valued  io  low,  that  they  do 
not  pay  above  a  groat  of  the  fliilling  in  the  pound 
land  tax  ;  it  is  certain  that  there  are  few  or  no 
landed  gentlemen  who  pay  the  whole  fliilling  ; 
there  is  not,  I  believe,  one  eftate  in  England  that 
is  rated  at  the  full  value  with  refpect  to  the  pay- 
ment of  die  land  tax  :  it  may  therefore  be  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe,  that  all  the  land  eftates  in  Eng- 
land are,  one  with  another,  rated  for  the  land  tax 
at  one  half  of  the  real  value.  It  has  been  admit- 
ted, that  a  farmer  of  ico/.  a  year,  has  generally 
fixteen  perfons  in  family ;  I  think  we  may  then 
reafonably  fuppofe,  that  the  landed  gentlem.en  in 
England^  of  400/.  a  year,  keep,  one  with  another, 
*  20  perfons  in  family  ;  and  upon  thefe  fuppofitions 
^  let  us  fee  what  relief  the  gentleman  of  400/.  a 

P  3  '  year 
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^  year  is  to  receive,  from  the  fine  fcheme  now  be- 
fore us.  Such  a  man's  eftate  is  fuppofed  to  be  va- 
lued at  200  /.  a  year,  as  to  the  iaiid-tax  ;  con "e- 

*  q;:ent]y  at  i  j.  in  the  i  /.  he  faves  only  10/.  in  tlie 

*  whole,  by  the  taking  off  of  this  i  s.     Now  he  us 

*  confider  what  he  mufl-  pay  towards  the  duiy  upon 

*  the  flit  confumed  in  his  family  ;  a  common  far- 

*  mer,  with  ten  perfons  in  hisfuiiily,  is  fuppofed  to 

*  pay  6  ^,  a  week  for  the  fait  confumed  in  his  fami- 
'  ly  ',  and  therefore  a  common  firmer,  with  20  pcr- 
'  fons  in  his  family,  mufl:  be  fuppofed  to  pay  i  j.  a 
'  week,  one  with  another,  for  the  filt  confumed  in 
^  his  family  ;  and  if  we  confider  the  great  wafte  that 
'  is  made  of  that  commodity  about  a  gentleman's 
"^  flimily,  and  the  many  vifitcrs  and  their  fervants, 

*  and  the  poor  neceflltous  neighbours  that  will  al- 
'  ways  be  hanging  in  or  about  a  gentleman's  family, 
'  who  has  an  eftate  of  400  /.  a  year,  we  cannot  allow 

*  lefs  than  eighteen   pennyworth  of  fait  confumed 

*  weekly  about  fuch  a  gentleman's  family  ;  we  muft 
'  therefore  fuppofe,  that  every  gentleman  of  fuch  an 

*  eftate,  pays  yearly  for  the  fait  confumed  in  his  fa- 

*  mily3/.  i8j.  And  fmce,  by  the  laying  on  of  this 
^  duty,  we  raife  fait  to  above  ten  times  the  price  it 

*  formerly  fold  at,  therefore  we  mufl;  conclude,  that 
'  nine  tenths  of  3  /.  iS  s.  that  is,  about  3  /.   10  s.  is 

*  yearly  drawn   from  every  gentleman  of  400  /.  a 

*  year  by  m.eans  of  this  duty  upon  fait  ;  and  as  he 
1  is  to  pay  this  fum  yearly  for  three  years,   in  place 

of  the  10  /.  land-tax,  which  he  is,  by  this  means, 
to  be  made  free  of,  is  it  not  plain  and  evident, 
that  he  pays  ten  guineas  in  three  years,  for  the  fake 
of  getting  free  of  the  payment  of  ip  /.  rn  one 
year  p  The  utmoil  ihtn  that  can  be  pretended,  is^ 
that  he  faves  by  this  fine  fcheme  about  half  a  year'-s 
incerefb  upon  10/,     Is  this  the  relief  fo  mightily 

*  bragged  of?  Vv^ill  any  gentleman  of  common  fenfe 
''  chuft  to  have  hisfarifiers,  his  cottagers,  his  labour- 
"^  ei-^,  and  the  nianufaClurers  ^hat  confumQ  the  pro- 
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duce  of  his  lands,  heavily  raxed,  in  order  to  fave 
four  or  five  fhillings  intereft  upon  the  10  /.  that 
he  was  to  have  paid  to  the  land-tax  ? 
'  This  is  the  cafe,  Sir,  as  to  landed  gentlemen  of 
400  /.  a  year  *,  but  as  to  all  the  landed  gentlemen 
of  fmaller  fortunes,  they  will  be  lofers  by  this 
nieafure  that  is  propofed  for  their  relief.  Their 
families  cannot  be  a  great  deal  lels  numerous  than 
the  others  ;  their  fervants  will  be  as  waflcful,  and 
they  mui\  entertain  their  vifitors  as  well  as  the  o- 
ther  *,  therefore  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  any  gen- 
tleman's family  in  the  country  will  cod  him  lels 
than  I  s,  a  week  for  fait  i  at  this  rare  he  muft  pay 
yearly  towards  the  duty  now  to  be  laid  on,  very 
near  2  I.  y  s,  that  amounts  in  three  years  to  7  /. 
fo  that  a  gentleman  of  200  /.  a  year,  will  be  2  /.  out 
of  pocket,  and  a  gentleman  of  100  /.  a  year  will 
be  4/,  10  J.  out  of  pocket,  by  reviving  the  falt- 
duty  for  three  years,  in  place  of  laying  on  i  s.  in 
the  pound  land-tax  for  one  year-,  and  whether 
thofe  gentlemen  that  have  great  families  to  main- 
tain, many  children  to  provide  for,  and  but  one, 
two  or  three  hundred  a  year  land  rent,  to  anfwer 
all  their  occafions,  are  not  the  greateft  objeds  of 
compallion,  nay,  are  not  the  only  objects  of  com- 
pafiion  among  the  landed  gentlemen  in  England^ 
1  leave  to  the  world  to  judge.  Every  gentleman 
that  ever  kept  an  account  of  the  expences  of  his 
family,  muft  be  a  judge  whether  the  fuppofitions  I 
have  made  are  juft  :  If  they  are  juft,  I  am  fure  the 
figures  cannot  be  controverted  •,  and  therefore  I 
hope  I  fhall  hear  no  more  of  the  great  relief  that  is 
to  be  given  to  the  landed  gentlemen  of  England. 
'  Having  thus  fhewed  to  what  fort  of  people  this 
fiilt-duty  will  be  a  difadvantage,  I  think  it  would 
not  be  juft  in  me,  not  to  take  fome  notice  of  thofe 
to  whom  it  will  be  an  immediate  advantage.  As 
to  all  the  gentlemen  in  England  of  very  large  land 
dlateSj^  it  will  be  an  immediate  advantage  •,  it  wSI 
P  4  *  indeed 
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indeed  Hive  a  trifle  to  them.  With  refped:  to  them, 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  mak  ufe  of  the  word 
Trifle  •,  a  fum  of  money  may  be  called  a  triHe 
when  applied  to  the  rich,  but  to  the  poor,  no  iuiu 
of  money  c.in  be  properly  faid  to  be  a  trille.     Buz 

*  this  immediate  advantage  accruing  to  the  rich 
'  landed  men,  will  be  foon  overbalanced,  by  tlie 
'  ruin  that  it  will  bring  upon  their  country,  and  up- 
'  on  their  own  particular  eftates ;  and  i  am  glad  to 

*  find,  that  moll  of  the  rich   landed  gentlemen  in 

*  England  arc  upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion  with 

*  me.     It  fhev/s  a  generous  contempt  of  private 

*  advantage,  when  oppofed  to  the  public  good  -^ 
'  but  thofe  who  will  reap  the  greateft  advantage  from 
'  the  meafure  now  propofed,  are  thofe  who  are  in 
'  good  pods  or  places,  and  have  handfome  falaries 
'  coming  in.  It  is  very  true,  that  tht-ir  falaries  are 
"^  rated  at  the  full  value  to  the  land  tax  :  The  raking 

*  off  I  s.  in  the  pound  land  tax,  is  really  putting  5 
'  percent,  into  their  pockets,  which  cannot  be  drawn 
^  out  again  by  the  fait  duty,  becaufc  they  eirher  keep 
'  no  families,  or  they  keep  their  fimilies  in  town, 
^  where  mofl  of  their  fervants  are  at  board  wages« 
'  To  fuch  gentlemen  the  meafure  now  propofed  will 

*  certainly  be  advantagtou?,  and  to  fuch  only  that 

*  compailion,  which  we  have  heard  fo  much  of,  is 
'  properly  to  be  applied.     But  one  would  not  think 

*  that  a  man,  who  has  100  /.  a  year  from  the  pub- 

*  lie,  fhould  grudge  to  pay  5  /.  a  year  out  of  it  to 
^  the  public  expence  ;  or  that  the  fiving  5  /.  a  year 
•^  in  fuch  a  man's  pocket,    fhould   be  of  fuch  a 

*  mighty  concern    to  every   man,    who   has    the 

*  good  of  his  country  at  heart.     I  am  perfuaded 

*  that  every  gentleman,  who  has  ti\t  good  fortune 

*  to  be  in  any  fuch  place  or  employment,  will 
^  fhew  as  gcni^rous  a  contempt  of  felf-interefl,  and 
•^  as  honourable  ?.  rr-^^i,ard  for  the  public  good,  as  is, 

*  or  can  be  fhewn  by  lae  gentlemen  of  great  land 

*  cftateSj,  whoj,  w^h  them,  are  the  only  perfons  m 
■         ■  '      '    '  *  the 
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^  the  nation  that  can  reap  any  benefit  from  the  mea- 

*  fare  now  propoied. 

'  Since  then  it  appears  plain,  that  what  Is  now 
'  propofed  can  be  no  manner  of  relief,  but  will  cer- 
^  tainly  be  an   additional  charge    upon  the   landed 

*  gentlemen  of  fmall  ellates  ;  and  fmce  they  are  the 
^  only  landed  gentlemen  in  En^^lmd  who  (land  in 
'  need  of,  and  deferve  the  compailion  of  this  houfe, 

*  I  think  all  the  arguments  that  can  be  drawn  from 
'  pity  and  comp^.ffion,  come  full  againft  our  agree- 
'  ing  to  the  revival  of  this  duty  upon  lait ;  and  there- 

*  fore  I  may  now,  in  my  turn,  plead  with  all  thofe 

*  who  hear  me,  to  have  pity  and  compafTion  up- 
on the  poor  landed  gentlemen  in  England.  How 
hard  will  it  be  to  make  a  poor  landed  gentleman 
of  a  hundred  a  year,  pay  7  /.  in  place  of  fifty  ihil- 
lings  ?  Why  fhould  the  poor  landed  gentlemen  be 

'  fo  much  over-charged,  for  the  fake  of  a  fmall  eafe 
'  to  thofe  who  have  plentiful  eflates  in  land,  or  con- 
'  fiderable  falaries  coming  n\  from  a  poft  or  place, 
^  th^t  gives  them  little  or  no  trouble  ?  This  is  really, 
'  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  ufe  of  the  words,. 
'  Giving  to  the  rich^  and  fending  the  poor  empty  away. 
'  But  in  the  pref^nt  cafe,  our  compafTion  pleads  not 
'  only  for  the  poor  landed  gentlemen,  but  for  all 
'  the  poor  of  the  nation.  Let  us  but  confider  how 
'  many  poor  families  are  maintained  upon  8  d,  or  i  j". 

*  a  day,  which  the  father  earns  by  hard  labour  and 
^  toil:  A  buihel  of  fait  is  the  leafl  that  can  be  con- 
'  fumed  in  a  year  by  a  poor  man,  his  wife  and  three 
'  or  four  fmall  children  :  How  cruel  is  it  to  take  four 
^  or  5  J.  a  year  away  from  the  fupport  of  fuch  a  poor 

*  family,  more  especially  when  one  half  of  that  mo- 
^  ney,  at  lead,  is  to  be  made  a  compliment  of  to 
f  wealthy  or  fraudulent  dealers,  or  to  idle  and  pro- 
'  fligate  tax-gatherers  ?  I  hope  every  man  that  hears 

*  mfe,  will  allow  his  pity  and  compafTion  to  exert 
^  itfelfto  its  utmoft  height.  I  hopeevery  man  will 
^  confider  upon  which  fide  of  the  prefent  queflion 

*  are 
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'  are  the  cries  of  the  poor  and  the  wretched,  and 

'  the  bleflings  of  thofe  that  are  yet  unborn.     The 

'  happinefs  ormifery  of  pofterity,  the  flourifhing  or 

'  decay  of  our  trade  and  commerce,  the  prefervation 

*  or  lofs  of  our  liberties,  in  my  opinion,  depend,  in 
'  a  great  meafure,  upon  the  queftion  now  before  us  % 

*  and  therefore  I  am  perfuaded,  that  every  gentle- 

*  man  will  confider  it  thoroughly,  before  he  deter- 

*  mines  what  he  is  to  do.' 


Debates  as  Thcfc  wcte  the  principal  fpeeches  that  were  made 
to  order,  relating  to  this  tax  in  general  ;  but  as  there  were  le- 
veral  objeftions  made,  as  to  the  order  and  method 
of  proceeding  in  this  affliir,  we  fhall  give  our  rea- 
ders the  fubftance  of  the  moft  remarkable  fpeeches 
that  were  made  upon  that  occafion. 

Upon  the  2d  of  M a  re  h  this  bill  was,  in  purfuance 
of  the  order  of  the  day,  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  j 
but  before  the  reading  thereof, 

Mr. Pr//r^-       Mr.  Puheney  ilood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following 

s.:v'sipeech.  ^^^^  :  '  Sir,  By  the  antient  orders  and  methods  of 

'  proceeding  in  this  houfe,  nothing  relating  to  the 

*  raifing  of  money,  or  taxing  the  people,   can  pro- 

*  perly  be  brought  before  us,  till  it  has  gone  regular- 
'  ly  through  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.    In 

*  the  committee  of  fupply,  we  examine  every  article 
'  relating  to  the  public  fervice  ;  we  fettle  the  feve- 

*  ral  articles  ;  we  examine  what  fums  will  be  necef- 

*  lary  for  each  article  •,  and  v/e  refolve  upon  grant- 

*  ing  fuch  fums  as  we  then  determine  to  be  neceiTa- 

*  ry.     In  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  we  take 
'  into  our  confideration  thofe  methods  which  arepro- 

*  pofed,   for  raifing  the  fums  refolved  on   in   the 

*  committee  of  fupply,  and  after  we  have  fixed  up- 

*  on  thofe  methods  which  are  judged  moft  proper, 
'  we  order  a  bill  or  bills  to  be  brought  in,  in  purfu- 

*  ance  of  the  refolutions  then  made  :  This  has  been 
'  the  conilanc  and  uninterrupted  method  of  pro- 

*^ceeding 
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ceeding  in  all  fucli  matters  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
certain,  that  no  bill  relating  to  the  taxing  of  the 
people,  can  be  regularly  brought  into  this  houfe, 
till  it  has  been  once  confider'd  of,  and  refolvcd 
upon  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Wuen 
thi^  affair  about  the  falt-ducy  was  brought  bJore 
us,  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  thjoiily 
thing  that  was  then  thought  of,  was,  the  laying 
the  fame  duties  upon  filt,  as  had  been  laid  on  by 
the  acl  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  IVilliarri  and  Mary\ 
and  of  the  9th  and  io:h  of  IVilliam  III.  and 
thereupon  we  came  to  a  rtfolution  tor  reviving 
thofe  duties  :  This  was  the  refolution,  as  to  th^ 
duty  upon  fait,  we  then  came  to  •,  and  in  purfu- 
ance  of  this  refolution,  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  \  but  by  this  bill,  brought  in  (as  pre- 
tended) in  purfuanceof  that  refolution,  I  findtliat 
a  great  many  laws  are  thereby  to  be  revived, 
which  were  never  fo  much  as  thought  of,  or  once 
mentioned  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
'  Befides,  Sir,  I  find  that,  by  this  bill,  there  is  a 
new  tax  to  be  laid  upon  the  people  ot  Great  Bri- 
tain •,  a  tax  I  find  is,  by  this  bill,  to  be  laid  upon 
white  herrings  ;  and  I  am  fure  there  was  no  fuch 
tax  ever  mentioned  in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  nor  did  we  come  to  any  refolution  for  lay- 
ing any  fuch  tax  upon  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
There  is  not  fo  much  as  one  word  of  herrings,  or 
of  any  other  fifh,  in  the  refolution  wc  then  came 
to.  Since  then  the  bill  now  before  us  is  no  way 
warranted  by  that  refolution,  the  paiTing  thereof, 
as  it  now  ftands,  would  be  a  breaking  through  the 
moft  folemxi  orders  of  this  houfe,  in  matters  of  the 
highefl  confequence,  to  v/it,  that  of  raifing  mo- 
ney, and  taxing  the  people  o^ Great  Britain-^  I 
therefore  think.  Sir,  that  the  bill  brought  in  ought 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  this  whole  affair  brought  a- 
gain  to  be  coniidered  in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
meanSo  As  we  are  now  more  apprifed  of  the  mat- 

'  ter 
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*  ter  before  us,  than  we  were  at  firil,  we  may,  upon 

*  fecond  confideracions,  come  to  fuch  refolutions  as 

*  may  authorife  the  bringing  in,  and  pafTmg  ofluch 
'  a  bill  as  is  now  before  us,  without  tranigrcliing  the 
'  ancien:  orders  and  conftanc  rules  of  proceeding  in 
'  matters  of  fo  great  confequence.' 


Mr 
fpeech. 


— /s     Mr  S -^p  fpoke  to  this  effed  :  ^  Sir,  The  ob- 

*  je6lion  that  has  bt^en  made,  as  to  orJer,  cannot 
'  properly  com.e  in  to  be  debated,  till  the  bill  has 
'  been  read,  for  till  then  we  cannot  pretend  to  be 
'  certain  of  the  contents  ;  if  the  honourable  gcntle- 

•  man  thinks  proper,  he  may  then  infift  upon  his  ob- 
'  jec^-lion  -,  but,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  not  the  leall: 
'  foundation  for  fuch  an  objcdlion :  for  when  the 
'  bill  is  read,  I  believe  it  will  appear,  that  there  is 
'  no  law  mentioned  therein  to  be  revived,  but  what 
'  is  generally  referred  to  in  the  rcfolution  of  the 
'  committee  of  v/ays  and  means  ;  and  it  has  always 
'  been  the  practice  of  this  houfe,  to  revive  laws  by 
'  a  general  reference  :  There  are,  every  year,  ibme 
'  expired  or  expiring  laws  revived  or  continued,  by  a 
'  general  reference  to  them,  without  particularly, 
'  and  at  length  reciting  every  one  of  them.' 


Sir  John 


Sir  John  Rufloout.  '  Sir,  As  I  was  from  the  be- 
^jRujh'.urs  '  ginning,  fo  I  am  flill,  againft  this  extraordinary 
fpeech.        i  method  of  raifmg  money,   by  laying  a  duty  upon 

*  lalt  -,  but  Hnce  fuch  a  method  was  to  be  chofen, 
'  the  regular  way  would  certainly  have  been  to  have 
^  come  to  this  downright  and  plain  refolution,  That 
'  a  duty  of  fo  much  per  bufhel  Ihoyld  be  laid  upon 
'  all  home-made  fait,  for  a  term  of  three  years.     I 

*  now  find  fuch  a  regular  and  plain  refolution  was 
'  not  to  be  made,  becaufe,  in  fuch  a  caic,  there  could 
'  not  have  been  the  leaft  pretence  for  not  making 
'  the  duty   general  all  over  the  united  kingdoms  ; 

*  and  therefore,  to  favea  part  of  the  nation  from  the 
^  payrn^nt   of  the  greateH:  part  of  this  duty,  this 

extra- 
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^  extraordinary  method  has  been  taken,  which  i^  as 
'  inconliftent  with  the -ancient  method  of  proceeding 
'  in  Farhamenr,  as  the  duty  itfcU'  is  inconliftent  with 
'  the  freedom  or  the  happinefs  of  the  people  :  But 
'  we  (ce  the  confequence  ;  by  taking  this  new  and 
'    extraordinary  method,  a  blunder    was  committed 

*  in  the  very  tird  formation  of  the  refoliition  which  we 
'  v/ere  to  come  to  :  Whether  that  was  really  a  blun- 

*  der,  or  a  defign  to  flive  fome  people  from  paying 

*  any  thing  towards  this  tax,  1  ihail  not  pretend  to 
'  determine  ;  but  I  would  have  fome  people  to  con- 

*  fider,  that  it  is  very  probable  this  tax  may  be  con- 
'  tinued  after  the  expiration  of  this  term  of  three 
^  years  •,  and  if  it  be,  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
'  the  indulgence  now  to  be  granted,  will  then  be 
'  continued.  This  blunderer  defign  (be  it  which  it 
«  will)  in  the  forming  of  the  refolution  which  we 

*  were  to  come  to  in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
'  means,  was,  however  accidentally,  then  taken  no- 
'  tice  of,  and  was  accordingly  corrected  In  the  befh 
^   manner  pofiible  •,    but  I    wifii,  Sir,  that  the  gen- 

*  tlemen  who  were  then,  and  feem  ftill  to  be  fofond 
'  of  this  extraordinary  method    of  taxing  their  fel- 

*  low-llibje61-s,  had  then  likewife  taken  notice  of  all 
'  the  other  blunders  that  were  then  committed,  ra- 

*  ther  than  that  the  ancient  method  of  proceeding 

*  in  this  houfe  fhould  be  altered,  or  that  this  houfe 

*  ihould,  by  fuch  blunders,  be  brought  in  to  do  any 
'  thing  that   is  irregular,  in    an  affair  of  fo  great 

*  confequence.' 

Mr.   Plumer,     *  Mr.   Speaker,  Sir,    When  this  Mr/ p/.- 

*  artair  was  under  our  coni-ideration,  in  the  commit- 

*  tee  ot  ways  and  means,  there  was  not  certainly  any 

*  duty  or  tax  mentioned,  but  thofe  that  were  laid  on 

*  by  the  a6ls  of  the  5th  and  6th,  and  of  the  9th  and 

*  loth  years  of  the  reign  o^  K.\ngJVilliam:  There 

*  was  no  other  duty  fo  much  as  mentioned,  at  that 
'  time,  by  any  gentleman  in  the  committee v  but  if 

'  ap- 
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appears  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  that  there  are 
at5ls  of  Padiament  to  be  revived,  by  which  a  q^iite 
different  duty  was  laid  upon  the  fubjedls  of  this 
nation  :  Thefe  afts  being  repealed,  they  are  now 
in  the  fame  cafe  as  if  no  fucli  ads  had  ever  been 
made  •,  and  therefore  the  reviving  of  them  is  the 
very  fame  thing,  as  to  make  a  new  law  for  the 
taxing  of  the  people  of  this  nation  ;  and  confe- 
quently  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the  reviving  of 
them,  without  having  confidered  them  in  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  and  come  to  a  proper 
refolution  for  that  purpofe,  is  contrary  to  the  con- 
ftant  pra6lice  of  this  houfe,  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  railing  of  money,  or  impofmg  taxes  upon 
thofe  who  fent  us  hither  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  liberties  and  properties,  as  well  as  of  our 
own.  The  taxing  of  the  people,  is  an  affair  of  the 
highefb  confequence  •,  no  tax  ought  to  be  agreed 
to,  without  the  m.oil  mature  deliberation-,  and  for 
thatreafon,  our  forefathers  eftablifhed  it  as  a  ma- 
xim, never  to  impofe  any  tax,  without  firft  having 
it  under  our  confideration  in  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  -,  fo  that  as  long  as  we  obferve 
the  antient  orders  of  this  houfe,  no  tax  can  ever  be 
impofed,  without  coming  feveral  times  under  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe  ;  but  if  we  depart  but 
one  ftep  from  this  antient  cuftom,  it  will  be  a  moll 
dangerous  precedent  ;  we  know  how  eafily  bad 
precedents  are  improved  upon,  and  by  fuch  im- 
provements our  conftitution  may  be  quite  over- 
turned :  The  moft  heavy  taxes  may  come  to  be  the 
produce  of  a  day,  nay,  the  produce  of  a  few  hours. 
'  Bur,  Sir,  this  is  not  all  ;  by  this  extraordinary 
bill,  and  this  extraordinary  method  of  proceedings 
there  is  another  dangerous  precedent  introduced, 
another  breach  of  the  orders  of  this  houfe  com- 
mitted. Jn  all  bills  by  which  the  people  of  this 
realm  are  fubjeded  to  any  penalties  or  forfeitures, 
it  is  the  antient  and  the  known  pradice  of  this 

*  houfe. 
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houfe,  to  leave  blanks  for  fuch  penalties  and  for- 
feitures in  the  firft  draught  of  the  bill,  which 
blanks  are  never  filled  up  till  the  affair  comes  be- 
fore the  houfe  in  a  grand  committee  upon  the  bill : 
It  mud  be  twice  read  and  confidered  before  fuch 
blanks  are  filled  up,  and  a  confiderable  timemufl 
intervene  between  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill  and 
the  filling  up  of  fuch  blanks ;  in  which  time  every 
member  has  an  opportunity  to  confider  the  affair, 
to  confultwith  others,  and  to  determine  whether 
it  be  confifrent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people,  to 
fubje6l  them  to  any  penalties  or  forfeitures  in  fuch 
cafes,  and  to  what  penalties  or  forfeitures  it  may 
be  proper  to  make  them  liable.  This  is  a  wife  and  a 
neceflary  precaution,  and  ought  not  to  be  departed 
from,  upon  any  account  whatfoever.  But  in  the 
cafe  now  before  us,  we  are  to  revive  feveral  laws, 
which  is  the  fame  thing  as  to  make  new  laws, 
by  which  the  people  are  fubjeded  to  many  and 
grievous  penalties  and  forfeitures,  without  giving 
ourfelves  any  opportunity  to  confider  of  fuch  pe- 
nalties and  forfeitures  when  this  bill  comes  before 
us  in  a  committee;  becaufe  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures are  already  filled  up  in  the  laws  referred 
to,  and  to  be  revived  by  this  bill,  as  it  now  {lands. 
The  circumflances  of  things  and  of  countries  al- 
ter every  day  -,  thofe  penalties  and  forfeitures  to 
which  the  people  were  fubje6l  by  thofe  laws  while 
fubfifiing,  may  now  be  extravagant,  may  now  be 
abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  freedom  of  the 
people,  though  they  were  not  fo  when  thofe  laws 
were  firft  made  -,  and  therefore  there  having  been 
once  fuch  penalties  and  forfeitures  eftablifhed, 
cannot  affbrd  us  the  leall  pretence  for  departing 
from  an  antient  cuftom,  which  has  been  fo  long 
obferved,  and  has  always  been  deemed  abfolutely 
necefifary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  this  nation.  For  which  reafon.  Sir, 
I  (hall  be  for  the  withdrawing  of  this  bill,  and  re- 

'  fuming 


224  PARLIAMENTAltY         A.   I732. 

'  fuming  the  coniideration  of  this  affair  in  the  Com- 
^  mictce  of  ways  and  means.* 

su  Robert  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  ^  Sir,  1  have  i>€eii  lono-  ac^ 
f^cchf '  '  cuiloiiied  to  be  afTronied  and  infulted  both  wtthin 
'  doors  and  without  ;  but  while  my  intentions  are 
'  good,  while  my  only  aim  is  to  ferve  my  country 
'  to  the  befh  of  my  knowledge^  and  to  the  utmoft 
'  of  my  power,  I  Ihail  always  difrcgard  the  reflec- 
^  tions  tnac  are  thrown  out  by  thofe^  whofe  fenti- 
'  ments  or  views  may  be  different  from  mine.  Gen- 
'  tlemcn    may  talk    which  way    they    pleafe  about 

*  blunders,  but  there  was  no  blunder,  nor  any  bad 
'  defign  in  the  firil  or  fecond  draught  of  the  refo- 

*  lution  paffed  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
'  nor  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  bill  which  has  been 
^brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  that  refolution.     Even 

*  by  the  fiirll  draught  of  that  refolution,  there  was 
'  no  part  of  the  nation,  but  what  was  fubjedred  to 
'  the  duties  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  fait :  There 
'  were  fome  doubts  then  ftarted,  which  were,  in  my 
'  opinion,  without  any  foundation  :  However,  to 
'  fatisfy  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  raifed  fuch  doubts, 
'  fome  words  v/ere  immediately  added,  whieh^  ac- 
'  cording  to  their  own  confeilion,  put  the  matter 
'  out  of  difpute  :  And  even  the  cafe  which  is  now 
'  pretended  to  be  a  blunder,  was  under  confideration, 
'  and  the  words  of  the  refolution  were  concerted  fo 

*  as  to  prevent  this,  or  any  realbnable  exceptions 
'  being  taken  to  the  bill,  when  it  ihould  be  brought 

*  in.     The   words  of  the  refolution  vvre  came   to  m 

*  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were.  That  the 
'  feveral  duties  on  home-made  fait,  granted  to  the 
'  late  King  William  and  Queen  Mary^  by  an  acQ:  of 
'  the  5  th  and  6th  years  of  their  reign,  for  a  term  of 
'  years,  and  afterwards  made  perpetual ;  and  alfo 
'  the  additional  duties  on  fait,  granted,  by  an  adl  of 
'  the  9th  and   lOth  years  of  the  faid  King  William^ 

*  which 
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*  which  by  an  a6l  of  the  3d  year  of  his  prefent 

*  Majefty's  reign  ceafcd  and  determined and  fo 

*  on.  I  really  IhouJd  be  glad  to  know  what  words 
'  are  wanting  in  this  refolution  •,  for  my  own  part^ 
'  I  cannot  imagine  any  one  word  to  be  wanting,  un- 
'  Jefs  it  be  the  word  and^  before  the  word  which  \ 
'  but  the  leaving  out  even  of  this  word  and^  was 

*  no  blunder  ;  even  that  word  was  then  under  our 
'  confideration,  and  it  was  judged,  that  it  was  bet- 
'  ter  to  leave  it  out. 

'  I  am  fure,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  man  but  muft 
'  upon  the  reading  over  of  that  refolution  conclude, 

*  that  it  refers  to  all  and  every  one  of  the  a6ls  any 

*  way  relating  to  the  fait  duty,  which  were  repealed 

*  by  the  faid  ad  of  the  3d  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
« jelly's  reign.  The  two  adls  of  King  William  and 
«  Queen  Mary%  and  of  K.  JVilliam's  reign,  which 
'  arc  there  particularly  mentioned,  were  the  only 
'  two  adls  of  all  thofe  that  are  to  be  revived,  by 

*  which  any  tax  or  duty  was  laid  upon  the  fubjefl. 

*  It  had  indeed  been  difcovered,  that  by  means  of 
'  the  drawbacks  which  were  allowed  upon  the  ex- 

*  portation  of  herrings,  a  great  many  frauds  had 
'  been  committed,  and  the  public  had  been  cheated 

*  out  of  very  large  fums  of  money  j  and  therefore, 
'  it  was  afterwards  found  neceffary  to  take  off  thoie 

*  duties,  which  by  thofe  laws  in  King  JVilliani's  time 

*  were  paid  upon  all  fait  ufed  in  the  curing  of  white 

*  herrings  ;  and  the  fame  v/ere  accordingly  taken 

*  off,  by  an  ad:  of  the  8th  of  the  late  King,  and  a 

*  proportionable  duty  was  thereby  laid  upon  white 

*  herrings  cured  with  fait  for  home  confumption  : 
'  But  is  it  not  plain  that  this  was  no  new  duty,  it 
'  was  no  new  tax  laid  upon  the  people  ?  It  was  only 
'  a  new  method  of  raifing  the  duty  upon  fuch  fait 

*  as  fhould   be  thereafter  made  ufe  of  in  falting  of 

*  herrings,  and  therefore  it  was  applied  to  the  fame 

*  purpofes,  to  which  the  duties  upon  fait  had  been 

*  before  applied  5  it  was  not  looked  on  as  a  new 

Vol.  X.  Q  '  fund. 
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*  fund,  nor  was  it  applied  to  any  new  purpofes  ; 
*•  nay,  it  was  lb' much  looked  on  as  a  duty  (lill  re- 

*  maining  upon  fair,  that  when  the  adl  was  made 

*  for  abolilhing  the  duties  upon  fair,  this  duty  upon 

*  herrings  was  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  the  adt ; 

*  and  yet  by  that  a6l,  this  duty  ceafed  and  was  abo- 
'  lifhed  as  well  as  all  the  other  duties  upon  fait.  It 
'  is  therefore  plain  we  do  not  tranfgrefs  the  ordersof 
'  this  houfe,  or   the  ancient  method  of  proceeding 

*  with  refpedl  to  taxes  ;  there  is  no  tax  by  this  bill 
'  to  be  laid  upon  the  people,  but  what  was  under 
'  our  confideration  in  the  committee  of  fupply,  and 

*  particularly    referred  to   in   the  refolution   then 

*  made. 

*  As  to  the  other  afe  which  are  to  be  revived  by 
'  the  bill  no'vv  before  us,  they  were  all  made  for  the 

*  more  regular  raifing  of  that  duty,  which  had  been 
'  laid  on  by  the  ftid  two  adts  of  the  5th  and  6th  of 

*  TViUiam  and  Mar)\  and  the  9th  and  loth  of  Wil- 
'  liam^  and  for  preventing  the  frauds  which  might 

*  be  committed  with  relation  thereunto.    When  we 

*  were  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 

*  had  the  reviving  of  thole  duties  under  our  confi- 

*  deration,  could  any  man  then  imagine  that   we 

*  were  to  revive  thofe  duties,  and  yet  not  revive  all 

*  thofe  laws  which  had  been  made  for  the  regular 
"^  and  fair  raiHng  of  them  ?     No  man  could  form 

*  to  himfelf  fuch   an   abfurd    imagination.     Thefe 

*  laws  were  all  repealed  by  the  acl  of  the  third  of 
^  his  prefent  Majeity  ;  and  as  that  adl  is  particularly 
'  mentioned  in  the  refolution  we  came  to,  therefore 

*  we  mud  grant  that  every  one  of  the  laws  mention- 
'  ed  in  this  bill  to  be  revived,  are  generally  referred 

*  to   in   that   relblution.     The  very  nature  of  the 

*  thing    itfelf,    as  well   as  this   general  reference, 

*  brought  every  one  of  thofe  laws  necefTarily  under 
^  our  confideration  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  if  any  of 
'  us  had  had  any  objedlion  to  the  reviving  of  any  of 
"  thofe  laws,  fuch  objeclion  would  then   have  been 

*  ftartedj 
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darted,  and  would  have  been  fully  confidered  ; 
but  no  reafonableobjeclion  could  then,  or  can  now 
be  made  to  the  reviving  of  any  of  them,  or  of  a- 
ny  part  of  any  of  them.  Surely  no  man  will  fay, 
that  it  was  necefTary  to  mention  particularly  eve- 
ry one  of  thofe  laws  in  the  refolution  we  then 
came  to  ;  it  was  certainly  enough  to  refer  to  them 
in  general,  as  repealed  by  the  a6t  of  the  third  year 
of  his  prefent  Majefly  ;  fuch  references  are  fre- 
quent in  the  refolutions  of  this  houfe  ^  it  is  whac 
is  done  every  year  with  regard  to  the  malr-tax  5 
and  yet  the  malt-tax  a6t  of  the  preceding  year  is  as 
much  a  dead  law,  before  the  new  one  takes  place, 
as  any  law  whatever.  Every  a6l  that  ever  was 
palTed  in  this  houfe  for  raifing  the  malt-tax,  is, 
in  every  claufe  thereof,  as  much  a  new  law  as  any 
a6l  that  is  by  this  bill  to  be  revived  j  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  faid  that  there  is  any  law  now  to 
be  revived,  but  what  was  under  our  confideration 
in  the  committee  of  fupply,  and  is  as  much  re- 
ferred to  by  the  refolution  we  then  came  to,  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  according  to  the  antient  me- 
thod of  proceeding  in  all  fuch  affairs. 
'  Even  as  t;o  laws  infliding  pains  and  penalties 
upon  the  fubjed,  we  know,  that  it  is  the  common 
pra6tice  of  this  houfe  to  revive  fuch  laws  by  a  ge- 
neral refolution  ;  it  is  pradifed  every  year  ;  laws 
expiring  or  expired,  are  continued  or  revived  by 
general  refolutions  and  general  claufes,  without  a- 
ny  new  recital  of  the  whole  acl  fo  to  be  continued 
or  revived,  or  leaving  the  penalties  blank,  to  be 
filled  up  when  the  houfe  goes  into  a  committee 
upon  the  bill  which  is  brought  in  for  the  continu- 
ing or  reviving  of  fuch  laws  ;  there  are,  I  believe, 
Sir,  a  hundred  fuch  precedents  in  the  journals  of 
this  houfe.  The  making  of  a  general  recital  of 
the  laws  to  be  revived  by  this  bill,  is  only  making 
a  fliort  bill  in  place  of  a  book  as  large  as  the 
land-tax  bill.  In  my  opinion,  there  was  not  an 
0^2  '  abfohuc 
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'  abfolute  neceffity  even  to  have  mentioned  in  this 
'  bill  every  law  that  was  to  be  thereby  revived  ;  a 

*  general  revival  of  all  the  laws  repealed  by  the  a6t 

*  of  the  third  of  his  prefent  Majefty  would  have 

*  been  enough  *,  even  fuch  a  general  revival  would 
J                        '  not  have  been  contrary  to  any  of  the  orders  of  this 

'  houfe  :  but  ic  was  thought  proper  to  mention  every 
■  law  parxicui^iry,  that  no  man  might  have  it  to  fay, 

*  that  he  was  catched,  or  that  any  thing  was  fecretly 
'  foifted  in,  or  included  under  the  general  words  of 
'  the  bill,  which  was  not  under  conlideration  at  the 

*  time  the  bill  was  pafled.' 

^  ^f  "'f      Sir  William  Wyndham.    '  Sir,  as  to  this  tax  upon 
fpe'^ch/'"^  '  iidt,  I  muft  ftill  fay,  that  I  cannot  but  look  upon 

*  it  as  a  very  great  grievance  upon  the  poor  of  this 
'  nation.  The  pooreft  labourer  confumes  for  his 
'  ov/n  perfonal  ufe  as  much,  nay  more  lalt  than  any 
'  member  of  this  houfe,  or  any  rich  man  in  the  na- 

*  tion,  and  therefore  we  mufb  reckon  that  the  poor 
^  pay  as  much  as  the  rich.     There  are  but  very  few 

*  of  the  poor  labourers  and  tradefmen  that  live  in 
'  the  families  of  thofe  that  employ  them,  they  ge- 

*  nerally  live  upon  the  daily  wages  they  receive,  and 

*  it  is  very  hard  to  make  fuch  a  poor  man  pay  out  of 

*  the  poor  pittance  of  wages  he  receives  for  his  daily 
■^'                    '  fupporr,  as  much  towards  the  public  expence,  as 

*  is  paid  by  the  richeft  man  in  the  nation.  Wc 
'  ought.  Sir,  to  confider,  that  by  taking  from  the 

*  rich,  we  onlydiminifh  their  luxury,  but  by  fqueez- 
^  ing  from  the  poor,  weincreafe  their  m.ifery.  This, 

*  Sir,  muft  be  a  moving  confideration  to  every  roan 
'  that  has  any  bowels  of  compaflion  towards  his 
^  fellow-creatures. 

'  But,  Sir,  befides  opprefTing  the  poor,  we  are 

*  noW;,  I  find,  to  overturn  the  method  of  proceed- 
'  ing,    always  obfervcd   in   this   houfe  in  the  like 

*  cafes.     This,  Sir,  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to 

*  jthe 
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*  the  very  being  of  our  conftrnuion.  The  ancient 
'  orders  of  this  houfe  ought  moll  punftually  to  be 
'  obfcrved.     Some   of  them   may   perhaps   fcem  to 

*  be  of  little  confequcnce  ^  but  if  we  fall  into  a  way 

*  of  breaking  through  them  upon  fiight  occafions, 
'  we  Ihall  foon  fall  into  confuHon  -,  iheii  indeed  wc 
'  may  probably  difcover,  that  thole  orders  which 
'  we  now  think  to   be  trivial,  were  of  the   utniotl: 

*  cortfequence  ',  but  then  it  will    be   too  late.     I  am 

*  really  furprized  to  hear  it  fiid,  that  a  tax  upon 
'  white  herrings  is  a  tax  upon  fait :  We  may  as  well 
'  fiy,   that  a  duty  upon  filh,  is  a  duty  upon   flefh, 

*  or  that  hill  is  fleih  ;  and  if  we  once  come  to  give 

*  fuch  a  blind  and  implicit  aflent  to  the  diclates  or 

*  aflertions  of  any  man  breathing,  we  may  have 
'  freedom,  we  may   have  liberty,  but  I  am  furc  it 

*  cannot  then  be  faid,  that  we  make  any  ufe  of  the 

*  freedom  we  enjoy.     We  may  perhaps  now  agree 

*  to  this  odd  propofuionj  that  a  diiry  upon   fifn,  is 

*  a  duty  upon  Mt  ;  but  I  am   fure   tliis   houfe  was 

*  of  a  different  opinion   when   this  duty  was  taken 

*  off  of  the  fait,  and  laid  upon  v/hite  herrings  ;  it 

*  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  quite  dilrerent  duty,  and 
'  therefore  the  laying  on  of  this  duty  upon  white 
'  herrings,  was  tird  taken  into  confideration  in  the 
'  committee  of  v/ays  and  means,  and  a  refolucion 
'  was  there  made  for  the  laying  on  of  this  duty  upon 
'  white  herrings  cured  for  home  confumption,  in 
'  place  of  the  duty  that  had  been  before  laid  upon 

*  the  fair  with  which  they  were  cured.  If  it  had 
'  not  then  been  looked  on  as  a  different  duty,  there 

*  was  no  necelTity  for  having  taken  it  into  our  confi- 

*  deration,  in  the  committee  for  ways  and  means,  or 

*  for  our  having  made  a  refolutbn  in  that  committee 

*  before  any  bill  could  be  brought  in  for  that  pur- 

*  pole. 

'  But  it  feems.  Sir,  this  tax  upon  herrings,  or  the 
'  tax  upon  fait,  has  fince  that  time  changed  its  na- 
i  ture,  for  a  bill  I  find  is  now  brought  in  for  revi- 

0.3  !ving 
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*  ving  the  duty  upon  white  herrings,  in  purfuance 
'  of  a  refolution  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
'  means,  for  reviving  the  duties  upon  fait  Jaid  on  by 

*  two  ads  in  that  refolution  particularly  mention'd  *, 

*  in  neither  of  which, is  there  one  word  mention'd  of 
'  any  duty  upon  white  herrings  :  This  pretence 
'  might  perhaps  have  admitted  of  fomefhewof  rea- 
^  fon,  if  neither  of  thefe  a6ls  had  been  mentioned  ; 
'  if  we  had  in  general  refolved  to  revive  the  feveral 

*  duties  on  home-made  fait,  which  by  an  a61:  of  the 
'  third  of  his  prefent  Majefly's  reign  ceafed  and  de- 
'  termined,    fuch  a  general  refolution  might  have 

*  perhaps  afforded  fome  pretence  for  reviving  this 

*  duty  upon  white  herrings :  but  even  in  that  cafe, 
'^  the  pretence  would  have  been  a  very  lame  one  ; 
'  for  in  order  to  include  this  tax  upon  herrings,  we 
^  ought  to  have  made  our  refolution  ftill  more  gene- 

*  ral  *,  v/e  ought  to  have  refolved  to  revive  the  fe- 
'  veral  duties  which  by  the  adl  of  the  third  of  his 
'  prefent  Majefty,  ceafed  and  determined  without 
'  the  inferting  of  thofe  words,  home-made  fait ;  for  by 
*■  the  inferting  of  thofe  words,  we  confined  the  gene- 
'  ral  reference  after-mentioned  tothe  duties  on  home- 

*  made  fait  only,  and  by  the  inferting  particularly 

*  thofe  laws  of  King  H^illiam*s  reign,  we  flill  more 

*  ftrongly  confined  ourfelves  to  thofe  duties,  even  on 

*  home-made  fait,  which  were  laid  on  by  thofe  two 

*  a6ls  only.    If  there  had  been  any  additional  duty 

*  laid  even  upon  faltby  any  other  a(5l,  furelynoman 
'  will  fay,  that  by  our  refolution,  fuch  a  duty  could 

*  have  been  revived,  though  the  fame  had  ceafed 

*  and  determined  by  the  a6t  of  the  third  of  his  pre- 

*  fent  Majefty.    Nor  is  it  any  argument  for  proving 

*  this  duty  upon  fifh,  to  be  a  duty  upon  fait,  that  \t 

*  ceafed  and  determined  by  the  fame  law,  by  which 
'  the  duties  upon  fait  were  taken  off,  tho*  in  that 

*  law  there  was  no  mention  made  of  the  duty  upon 

*  white  herrings ;  becaufe  by  the  very  a6t  which 
'  eltabliihes  this  duty  upon  white  herrings,  there  is 

*  an 


A.  1732.         DEBATES.  231 

'  an  exprefs  provifion,  that  this  duty  upon  herrings 

*  fhould  ceafe  and  determine  as  foon  as  the  duty  upon 

*  fait  fhould  be  taken  off,  or  in  proportion,  in  cafe 

*  any  part  of  the  duty  upon  fait  Ihould  be  taken  off, 

*  as  every  gentleman  may  fee,  who  has  a  mind  to 

*  perufe  the  a6l  of  the  8th  of  his  late  Majefty,  by 
'  which  this  duty  upon  herrings  was  firff  eftabliHied. 

'  It  has  been  pretended,  that  precedents  may  be 
'  found  in  the  journals  of  this  houfe  for  warranting 

*  the  method  of  reviving  laws,which  is  now  contend- 

*  ed  for  ;  I  do  not  believe  that  any  fuch  precedent 
'  can  be  found.  An  obfolete  law  may  without  doubt 
'  be  revived  by  a  new  law.     A  law  repealed  may 

be  revived,  by  repealing  of  that  law,  by  which  it 

*  was  repealed  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  ever  any 

*  law  was  revived,  till  after  the  houfe  had  taken  fuch 
law  particularly  into  their  conildcration   in  fome 

*  fort  of  committee  or  another.  The  expired  or  ex- 
piring laws  are  never  revived  or  continued  tiil  they 

*  have  been  feverally  and  particularly  txamin'J  and 
confider'd  of  in  a  comniittee,  and  a  particular  re- 

*  folution  made  as  to  each  :  Do  not  we  every  year 
name  a  committee  for  infpe(5ling  into  the  laws  ex- 
pired or  near  expiring,  and  for  confidering  which 
of  them,  and  what  parts  of  each,  are  fit  to  be  re- 

*  vived  or  continued  ?    Does  not  that  committee 
^  examine  every  one  of  them  particularly,-  and  come 

to  a  refolution  upon  each  law  by  itfelf  ?  Are  not 
thofe  refolutions  reported  to  the  houfe  ?  Then  the 
houfe  takes  every  one  of  thofe  refolutions  fepa- 
rately  into  confideration,  and  orders  a  bill  or  bills 
to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  fuch  of  the  re- 
folutions as  are  agreed  unto  by  the  houfe.   Every 

*  member  of  this  houfe  knows  that  this  is  the  con- 

*  ilant  method  of  continuing  or  reviving  the  Jaws 
^  that  are  expiring  or  expired.    And  is  not  this  di^ 

*  redly  contrary  to  the  method  we  are  now  about  ? 

*  Can-  any  man  fay,  that  any  one  of  the  laws  to  be 
^  revived  by  this  bill,  was  ever  taken  into  confide- 

0^4  ^  ration 
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'  ration  by  any  committee  of  this  houfe,  or  that  any 
<  refolution  has  been  made  and  agreed  to  for  reviving 
«  all  or  any  of  them  ?  There  was  not  fo  much  as  one 
^  of  them  mentioned  in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
'  means,  when  we  had   the  reviving  of  the  duties 

*  upon  fait  under  our  confidcration.     They  are  nei- 

*  ther  generally  nor  particularly  referred  to  in  the 

*  refolution  we  then  came  to.  In  the  whole  refolu- 
'  lion,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one  word  mentioned 

*  of  the  reviving  any  law  whatever  j  we  refolved 
'  only  upon  reviving  of  the  duties,  we  did  not  fo 

*  much  as  think  of  reviving  any  of  the  laws  relating 

*  to  the  colle6ting  of  fuch  duties.     That  ought  to 

*  have  been  the  affair  of  another  day  ;  wc  ought  to 

*  have  taken  every  one  of  them  feparately  into  our 

*  confideration,   in  order  to  have  determined  which 

*  of  them  were  proper  to  have  been  revived  •,  and 

*  we  ought  to  have  come  to  a  particular  refolution 
^  as  to  each  \  and  then  in  purfuance  of  all  thofe  re- 
'  folutions,  fuch  a  bill  as  the  2:>rcf^.nf,  might  have 
'  been  regularly  brought  in. 

'  As  to  the  malt  tax  bill,  there  is  no  fort  of  paral- 

*  lei.  It  is  true,  the  malt  tax  ad  of  the  preceding 
'  year  muft  certainly  be  expired  before  the  nev/  one 

*  can  take  place  *,  but  while  the  new  bill  rs  under 
*>  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  the  old  is  fubfifting  : 
^  Yet  even  in  that  cafe  we  do  not  lay  any  tax  upon 

*  the  fubje<5t,  till  it  has  been  particularly  before  us 

*  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  We  there 
^  take  all  the  duties,  laid  on  by  the  former  bill,  pr= 

*  ticularly  into  our  confideration,  and  the  refolution 

*  we  always  come  to  is,  that  the  fame  duties  fhall  be 

*  raifcd  upon  malt,  Idc,  which  were  raifed  by  fuch  a 

*  former  ad,  particularly  therein  referred  to  \  upon 

*  this  refolution  a  new  bill  is  brought  in  for  continuing 

*  the  fame  duties  j  this  new  bill  is  indeed  generally 

*  much  the  fame  with  the  former,  but  in  this  cafe 

*  there  is  no  repealed  or  expired  law  revived  :  The 

*  bill  is  intirdy  new,  and  whatever  penalties  or  for- 

^  feitures 
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feitures  are  thereby  to  be  inflided  upon  the  fiibjefl, 
are  left  blank  to  be  filled  up  when  the  houfe  goes 
into  a  committee  upon  the  bill :  The  fame  penal- 
ties arc  indeed  generally  filled  up,  but  not  till  the 
houfe  has  an  opportunity  to  examine  them  in  a 
committee  upon  the  bill :  This  fhews  that  the  me- 
thod of  proceeding  as  to  the  malt  tax  bill  can  be  no 
precedent,  nor  any  authority  for  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us,  by  which  a  great  many  laws  are  to  be  re- 
vived, which  were  never  infpeded  or  confidered 
by  any  committee  of  this  houfe  ;  penalties  are  to 
be  inflided  upon  the  fubjedl,  without  leaving  it  in 
the  power  of  the  houfe  to  examine  them  when  they 
go  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill ;  and  a  tax  is 
to  be  laid  upon  the  fubjed,  without  its  having 
been  confidered  of,  or  refolved  upon  in  the  com^ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means. 

*  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  it  was  poffible  for 
any  member  of  this  houfe,  when  we  were  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  make  any  ob- 
jedlion  againfl  any  of  thofe  laws  which  are  by  this 
bill  to  be  revived  :  There  was  not  one  of  them  fo 
much  as  mentioned  at  that  time ;  no  man  then 
propofedthe  reviving  of  any  one  of  them  ;  how 
then  was  it  poflible  to  ftart  any  objedion  thereun- 
to ?  I  believe  till  this  bill  was  brought  in,  no  man 
dreatned  of  fuch  laws  being  to  be  revived  ;  and 
now  it  is  too  late  to  niake  any  objections :  This 
bill  will  be  pafTed  before  any  man  can  have  time 
toperule  and  confidcr  all  thofe  laws  that  are  there- 
by to  be  revived  ;  this  alone  may  fhew  the  irregula- 
rity and  inconvenience  of  the  prefent  method  of 
proceeding  :  This  fhews  what  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent we  are  about  to  make  for  thofe  that  come  af- 
ter us :  A  precedent,  Sir,  that  will  be  an  eternal 
reproach  upon  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  and  a 
precedent  that  our  lateft  pofterity  will  have  caufe 
to  complain  of." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clay-      Mf.  ClaytoK.     ^  Sir,  I  fhall  take  notice  only  of 
un  s  fpccch.  ^  ^^^  thing  relating  to  the  debate.    It  is  well  known, 

*  that  upon  the  death  of  every  King,  all  thofe  duties 

*  which  had  been  granted  for  the  fupport  of  theci- 

*  vil  lid,  expired  of  courfe,  and  are  in  the  cafe  as  if 

*  no  fuch  duties  had  ever  been  granted  ;  and  yet  the 
^  very  firft  Parliament  next  after  the  acceflion  of  a 

*  fucceffor,  thofe  very  duties  are  all  revived,  and  are 

*  fettled  upon  the  fucceflbr,  or  for  his  life,  by  a  ge- 

*  neral  bill  :  It  is  noway  thought  neceflary  to  bring 

*  in  a  particular  bill  for  every  duty  that  is  then  to 

*  be  revived.  This,  Sir,  is  an  argument  for  the  pre- 
^  fent  method  of  proceeding,  to  which  I  defy  any 

*  man  to  give  a  fufficient  anfwer.* 

lAx.piumtr^     Mr.  Plumer,     *  Sir,    From  this  very  debate,  h 
fpeech.       <  appears  plain  to  me,  that  we  are  in  fome  doubt, 

*  whether  we  are  regular  in  our  prefent  method  of 

*  proceeding  or  not ;  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  there 
'  v/as  no  doubt  in  the  cafe,  if  there  were  no  plaufible 
^  reafon  for  fufpefling  the  regularity  and  order  of 
'  our  proceedings  as  to  the  bill  now  before  us,  the 

*  right  honourable  member  on  the  floor  would  not 

*  have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  explain  the  cafe  to 

*  us  ;  and  I  mull  think.  Sir,  that  in  an  affair  of  fo 
'  great  confequence,  an  affair  of  as  great  confequence 

*  as  any  that  ever  did,  or  ever  can  come  before  this 
'  houfe,  the  leaft  doubt  as  to  the  regularity  of  our 

*  proceedings,  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  our  being  got 

*  into  any  method  contrary  to  the  antient  orders  of 
'  this  houfe,  ought  to  be  a  fufficient  and  a  prevailing 

*  argument  for  the  withdrawing  of  this  bill,  and  for 

*  our  refuming  the  confideration  of  this  affair  in  the 
'  committee  of  ways  and  means.     It  is  no  fcandal, 

*  Sir,  for  us,  or  for  any  man  to  own,  that  he  has 

*  been  in  a  miftake ;  the  wifeft  men  are  not  infal- 

*  lible  ;  but  for  men  to  perfift  in  a  miftake,  after  it 
^  is  difcovered,  or  even  after  they  begin  to  doubt, 

*  whether  they  are  in  a  miftake  or  no,  does  not  favour 

*  much 
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*  much  of  wifdom,  more  efpecially  in  an  affair, 
'  which  may  be  fo  eafily  re(5lified.      This  feflion  of 

*  Parliament  muft  continue  fitting  for  fome  confi- 
'  derable  time  as  yet ;  and  as  we  have  time  enough, 
'  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  this  affair  may  nqt  be 
'  brought  again  before  the  committee  of  ways  and 
^  means,  where  all  miftakes(if  any  be)  may  be  cor- 
'  reeled,  and  even  all  future  doubts  or  difputes,  as 
^  to  regularity  and  method,  may  be  obviated. 

*  As  to  what  the  worthy  member  who  fpoke  lad, 

*  obferved  about  the  civil    lift  duties,    it  muft  be 

*  granted,  that  they  expire  at  the  death  of  every 
«  King  :  And,  Sir,  it  muft  likevvife  be  granted,  that 
^  fmce  the  firft  eftabliftiment  of  fuch  duties,  they 
^  have  all  been  moft  punflually  revived  by  the  very 
'  firft  Parliament  after  the  acceffion  of  the  next  fuc- 
^  ceffor.     But  in  what  manner  ?  Wiiy,   Sir,  by  the 

*  houfe's  taking  them  one  by  one  under  confidera- 
*'  tion  in  a  committee,  and  coming  to  a  particular  re- 
'  folution  as  to  every  one  :  Then  indeed  one  gene- 
'  ral  bill  is  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of 
^  all  thefe  particular  refolutions.  But  is  not  this  Sir, 
^  a  method  of  proceeding  quite  different  irom  the 
^  method  we  are  now  in  ?  If  thofe  civil  li/l  duties 
'  had  ever  been  revived  by  a  general  refolution,  and 

*  a  great  many  expired,  or  repealed  penal  lav/s,  rc- 

*  lating  to  the  collefting  of  them,  revived  by  a  ge- 

*  neral  reference  in  the  new  bilI,without  being  men- 

*  tioned  in  the  refolution  of  the  committee,  then  an 

*  argument  might  have  been  from  thence  drawn  for 
'  the  regularity  of  our  prefent  method  of  procecd- 
'  ing  ;  but  as  there  never  was  any  fuch  thing  pre- 

*  tended  to  be  done  in  the  reviving  of  thofe  civil  lift 
'  duties,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ufual  rpethod  of 

*  proceeding  with  refpecl  to  the  revival  of  them,  is 

*  a  very  ftrong  argument  againft  the  regularity  ot 

*  the  method  we  are  now  in,  with  refped:  to  this  fa- 

*  vourite  fcheme  of  reviving  the  duties  upon  fait. 

*  And  thus.  Sir,  I  hope  I  have  given  a  fufHcient  an- 

5  -  ^   r^^^^ 
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*  fwer  to  the  argument   made  ufe  of  by  the  gentle- 

*  man  who  fpoke  ]afl.     But,  Sir,  as  to  the  duty  it- 

*  felf,  I  am  furprifed,  that  there  fhould  be  any  far- 

*  ther  difpute  about  it,  for  it  really  appears  to  me, 
^  that  every  man  in  this  houfe  is  againft  it.  Even 
'  ofthofe  who  at  firfl:  feemed  to  be  for  it,  fomehave 
^  fince  acknowledged,  that  it  will  be  an  intolerable 

*  grievance  upon   the  people   in  Scotland^  and  the 

*  reft  have  acknowledged,  that  it  will  be  liable  to  a 

*  great  rhany  frauds:  Sir^  I  cannot  think  that  any 
'  man  who  thinks  this  duty  an  intolerable  grievance 
'  upon  Scotland^  will  be  for  reviving  it ;  and  we 
'  have  fo  many  fraudulent  pra6lices  already  in  this 

*  kingdom^  that  I  cannot  think  any  man  will  be  for 
'  reviving  a  duty  which  he  thinks  will  increafe 
'  them.      At  this  rate.  Sir,  I  cannot  really  perceive 

*  that  any  man  in  this  houfe  is  for  the  duty  ;  why 
^  therefore  flioiild  we  difpute  any  longer  about  the 

*  tiiethod  of  reviving  this  duty,  fince  every  man  that 
^  has  fpoke  in  the  debate,  has  given  a  good  I'eafon 
^  for  his  being  againft  the  duty  itfelf  f* 

Thefe  were  the  chief  objedlions  that  were  made 
againft  this  fait  bill :  However  it  pafTed  through  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  as  we  have  before  given  an  ac- 
count of-,  and  on  the  21ft  of  March  it  was  ordered 
up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  where  we  (hall  likewife 
give  fome  account  of  its  progrefs,  before  we  go 
iipon  any  other  fubje6l. 

It  met  with  great  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
is  well  as  it  had  done  in  the  houfe  of  Commons. 
Every  ftep  the  bill  made  through  their  Lordftiips 
houfe  was  warmly  difputed,  and  many  excellent 
fpeeches  were  made  both  for  and  againft  the  bill.  On 
the  22d  o^  March  the  houfe  of  Lords  read  this  bill 
the  firft  time,  and  after  a  long  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put  for  a  fecond  reading,  which  was  carried  in 
Idle  affirmative,  40  againft  25, 

On 
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On  the  27th  ol  March  this  bill  was  accordingly 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  it  being  propofed  to  put 
the  queftion  for  committing  it,  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Winchdjea  ftpod  up,  and  fpoke  to  the 
effcdl  as  follows. 

'  My  Lords^  This  houfe  has  often  with  great  ho- Lord  m^i, 
'  nour  to   itfelf,  and  much  to  the  advantage  o^  xhtf^^^^^'^^ 

*  nation,  oppofed  and  defeated  meafures  which  had 
'  been  firfl  broached  in  the  other  houfe,  when  it  ap^ 
'  peared  that  fuch  meafures  tended  to  the  ruin  and 
'  diffolution  of  both.  This  is  a  privilege  we  are  in- 
'  dulged  with  by  our  happy  conftitution,  and  we  i^e- 

*  ver  were  under  a  greater  neceflity  of  exerting  thi? 
^  privilege  than  we  are  at  prefent.  We  never  had  ^ 
^  more  favourable  opportunity  of  fhewing  a  difinfe- 
'  refted  regard  for  the  true  happinefs  and  welfare  of 
'  the  people,  than  we  now  have.     The  bill  now  be- 

^  fore  us,  though  brought  in  by  the  reprefentative?  • 
^  of  the  people,  is  a  bill  the  moil  iniquitous  and  the 
'  moft  oppreflive  iipon  the  people,  of  any  bill  that 
^  ever  was  brought  into  either  houfe  of  Parliament, 
^  I  cannot,  my  Lords^  but  call  it  a  moft  iniquitous 
^  and  a  moft  oppreflive  bill,  becaufe  there  is  thereby 

*  a  moft  heavy  burden  laid  upon  the  poor,  and  a 
'  moft  unequal  tax  upon  the  fubje6ls  of  this  part  of 
^  the  united  kingdoms.  There  is  indeed,  by  thi$ 
'  bill?  a  very  great  favour  fhewn  to  the  North^rr} 
'  parts  of  this  ifland.  This  favour  is  really  a  fort  of 
'  corruption  upon  the  members  from  that  part  of 
^  the  kingdom ;  and  I  muft  fay,  that  if  ever  corruption 

*  was  in  any  cafe  commendable,  it  is  in  the  prefent^ 

*  their  approbation  of  this  bill  is  engaged  by  Ihawr 
^  ing  a  partiality  which  they  are  no  way  intitled  ynto, 

*  either  by  the  articles  of  the  union,  or  by  any  ftipu- 
'  lation  fince  that  time. 

'  I  am,   my  Lords,  very  far  frorn  arguing  for,  or 
^  defiring  that  this  duty  fhould  be  laid  upon  the  peo.- 

'  pie 
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'  pie  in  that  part  of  the  ifland:  Upon  the  contrary, 
'  I  fhall  always  be  againfl  it  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
'  po^ver,  becaufe  1  am  perfuaded  that  the  people  of 

*  that  part  of  the  ifland  cannot  bear  to  pay  fo  heavy 
'  and  fo  grievous  a  duty  :    but  for  that  very  reafon 

*  I  am  againft  this  bill  ;   I  think  that  no  tax  ought 

*  to  be  laid  on  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year, 

*  but  fuch  as  the  whole  nation  may  be  able  to  con- 
'  tribute  a  fhare  to  :  It  is  raifed  for  the  fervice  of 
'  the  whole  -,  and  therefore  every  part  ought  to  bear 
'  its  equal  fhare.  If  things  are  fairly  and  impartially 

*  confidered,  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  appear,  that  the 
'  Southern  parts  of  the  ifland  are  as  unable  to  bear  fo 
'  heavy  a  burden  as  the  Ncrthern  parts  are  ;  and  I 
^  hope  there  will  be  in  this  houfe  an  equal  regard 

*  fliewn  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.   We  ought 

*  to  be  ready  to  do  all  the  favour  we  can  to  every 
'  part,  without  flievving  a  partiality  to  any.  And 
'  as  Scotland  may,  in  fome  manner,   be  looked  on 

*  as  the  wife  of  England,  we  ought  to  be  mod  care- 

*  ful  not  to  allow  any  miniflier  to  debauch  her,  by 

*  fhewing  any   particular  favours  to  the  people  in 

*  that  part  of  the  ifland,  or  by  laying  burdens  upon 
'  others,  which  they  are  not  to  be  fubje(fled  to.' 

Lord  Catte-     Then  the  right  honourable  the  Lord  Carteret  ftood 

r^<sfjcech.yp^  and  fpoke  in  fubilance  as  follows :  '  My  Lords, 

'  I  muft  recommend  it  to  your  Lordfhips  to  confl- 

*  der  how  this  duty  upon  fait  came  to  be  taken  off. 

*  It  is  but  two  years  ago,  and  therefore  your  Lord- 

*  fhips  mufi:  all  remember,  that  it  was  upon  a  mofl: 

*  gracious  recommendation  from  the  throne.  His 
'  Majefty,  who  always  confiders  the  good  of  hisfub- 

.  '  jedis  in  general,  recommended  to  both  houfes  of 
^  Parliament  the  eafing  of  the  poor  of  this  nation. 
'  The  words  made  ufe  of  by  his  Majefty  upon  that 

*  occafion,  are  fo  moving  and  fo  companionate,  I 

*  have  repeated  them  fo  often  to  the  gentlemen  in 

*  the  country,  that  I  have  long  had  them  fixed  in 

•  my 
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*  my  memory:  However,  upon  the  prefent  occafi- 
'  on,  I  turned  to  them  again,  and  for  the  more  cer- 
'  tainty,  I  have  taken  them  down  in  writing.  They 
'  were  as  followeth.  **  You  will  fee  by  the  accounts 
"  that  will  be  laid  before 'you,  the  flate,  produce, 
"  and  application  of  the  finking  fund,  las  far  as  hath 
*'  been  hitherto  direded  by  a6t  of  Parliament ;  and 
*'  you  will  not  fail  to  take  into  confideration  thefar- 
"  ther  difpofition  of  the  growing  produce.  You 
**  arc  the  bed  judges,  whether  the  circumftances  of 
"  the  finking  fund,  and  of  the  national  debt,  wiH 
"  as  yet  admit  of  giving  any  eafe  where  the  duties 
**  arc  mofb  grievous.  1  have  the  greateft  regard  for 
*'  the  finking  fund,  and  I  look  with  com  pafTion  up- 
''  on  the  hardfhips  of  the  pocr  artificers  and  manu- 
^''  fa5lurers.  I  leave  it  to  your  determination,  what 
*'  may  reafonably,  and  with  due  caution,  be  done 
''  upon  this  critical  confideration.'* 

*  Thefe,  my  Lords,  were  the  words  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  moil  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  but 

*  two  years  ago.  From  thefe  it  appears,  that  his 
'  Majefty  looks  upon  the  foor  artificers  and  manu- 
'  faElurers  of  this  nation,  as  the  greateft  obje(5ts  of 

*  pity  and  compafiion,  and  as  the  firft  that  ought  to 
'  be  relieved.  Then  it  was  judged  by  both  houfes 
'  of  Parliament,  that  no  tax  was  fo  grievous,  no  tax 
'  lay  fo  heavy  upon  them,  as  this  tax  upon  fait ;  and 
'  therefore  it  was  taken  off.  Though  the  duties  then 

*  raifed  upon  fait,  ftood  engaged  for  the  payment  of 
'  fome  of  the  public  debts,  yet  fo  unanimous  wasthe 

*  voice  of  King,  Parliament  and  People,  at  that  time, 
'  againft  this  tax,  that  nothing  could  be  a  bar  to  the 
^  taking  it  off;  even  the  creditors  of  the  public  vo- 

*  luntarily  gave  up  their  fecurity,  in  order  to  fecond 
'  his  Majefty's  good  intentions,  and  to  get  the  nation 
'  fet  free  from  fuch  a  heavy  burden.  But  what  are 
'  we  now  going  about  ?  We  are  now  going  to  de- 
'  f«at  and  difappoinc  his  Majefty'5  moft  gracious  in- 

*  cent  ion r^ 
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«  tentions  for  the  relief  of  the  moft  diflrefled  part  of 

*  his   fubjeds,  before  they  have  tafted   any  thing 

*  of  the  benefit  that  was   defigned   them  by  both 

*  houfes  of  Parliament^  in  purfuance  of  his  Ma- 
'  jefly's   recommendation-  from    the   throne.       For 

*  my  own  part,  I  always  looked  npon  the  abo- 
'  lifting  of  the  fait  tax,   as  the  pure  effed  of  his 

*  Majefty's  love  and  affedion  for  his  people  *,  I 
'  always  confider'd  it  as  fuch,  and  in  the  countries 

*  where  I  have  been  fince  that  time,  have  made  fo 

*  much  ufe  of  it  as  an  argument  for  proving  how 

*  much  his  Majefty   has  the  good  of  the  people  at 

*  heart,  that  if  I  had  no  other  reafon  to  be  againft 
'  this  bill,  I  muft  be  againft  it  out  of  refped  to  his 

*  Majefty,  and  for  the  fakeof  fupporting  that  argu- 

*  ment  which  I  have  fo  often  made  ufe  of,  in  favour 

*  of  our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment. 

*  I  have  many  reafons,   my  Lords,  for  being  a- 

*  gainft  this  grievous,  this  pernicious,  this  infuppor- 

*  table  tax,  fome  of  which  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  lay 

*  before  your  Lordfhips.  In  the  firft  place,  it  is  a 
'  moft  grievous  and  a  moft  unequal  tax  upon  the 
'  poor  labourers,  the  tradefmen,  and  the  manu- 
'  fadurers.  Thofc  very  people  who  but  two  years 
'  ago  were  recommended  to  us  by  his  Majefty,  as 
'  the  greateft  obje6ls  of  pity,  are  by  this  tax  to  be 

*  the  moft  heavily  loaded.     The  poorer  a  man  is, 

*  the  more  fait  provifions  is  he  obliged  to  confume, 
'  and  confequently  the  more  he  will  be  obliged  to  pay 

*  towards  this  tax  ;  fuch  is  the  cruelty  thereof,  that 
'  the  moft  wretched  are   thereby  the  moft  heavily 

*  loaded  -,  fuch  the  injuftice,  that  the  more  a  man 
'  has,  the  lefs  is  he  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  pub- 

*  lick  expence  :  The  rich  generally  live  upon  frefh 

*  provifions,  but  a  poor  man   muft    live  upon  fait 

*  meat,  or  he  muft  eat  no  meat  at  all.  By  fuch  me- 
'  thods  we  fhall  foon  banifti  all  the  artificers  and  ma- 
'  nufa^furcrs  out  of  the  kingdom.     We  know  how 

*  ready  fome  of  our  neighbours  are  to  receive  them, 

*  and 
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*  and  to  give  them  all  pofTible  encouragement.  We 

*  know  how  much  they  are  already  loaded  with  taxes 
'  in  this  country.  They  can  give  none  of  the  com- 
«  forts  of  life,  without  paying  much  dearer  for  them 
'  tlran  in  any  other  country  \  and  now  we  are  going 
'  to  take  from  them,  or  at  lead  to  make  them  pay 
'  feverely  for  the  very  necelTaries  of  Y\{q^  for  that 

*  without  which  they  cannot  fubfift.  How  can  we 
'  expedl  to  preferve  either  our  trade  or  our  manu- 
'  fadures,  if  we  are  once  deferted  by  that  ufeful 
'  body  of  people  the  artificers  and  the  manufa5furers  ? 
'  And  how  can  we  expedl  to  keep  them  in  our  coun- 

*  try,  if  we  go  on  thus  every  year  loading  them 
^  with  taxes,  while  our  neighbours  are  declaring 

*  them  free  from  all  impolls  and  duties,  and  doing 

*  all  that  is  in  their  power  to  entice  them  away  from 

*  us  ? 

'  At  the  fame  time  that  this  tax  is  ari-  intolerable 

*  load  upon  our  trade,  and  an  infupportable  burden 

*  upon  our  poor,  it  will  bring  no  eafe,  it  will  bring 

*  no  relief  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  but  mufl  really 
'  at  laft  prove  to  b^  the  ruin  and  deftru(ftion  of  the 
"^  landed  intereft.  It  is  not,  my  Lords,  the  land 
'  taxes  which  the  landed  gentlemen  have  paid,  thaC 
'  have  brought  them  into  fo  many  di^culties,  buC 
'  it  is  the  many  excifes  which  they  have  been  fubje<5l 

*  to,  that  has  ruined  their  lands  as  well  as  themfelves. 

*  It  is  a  certain  maxim-,  that  the  more  taxes  are  laid 
'  upon  the  home  produce,  the  cheaper  it  mud  always 
'  be  fold  by  the  producer,  and  the  dearer  it  will  al- 

*  ways  cod  the  confumer :  The  dealers  between  the 

*  producer  and  the  confumer  are  the  only  perfons  who 

*  get  any  thing  by  the  laying  on  of  duties  and  excifes. 
'  We  know  that  there  never  was  a  duty  laid  upon 
'  any  produce  either  foreign  or  domeftic,  but  what 

*  raifed  the  price  to  the  confumer  more  in  propor- 

*  tlon  than  what  the  duty  amounted  to  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  dealer  or  retailer  made  ufe  of  that  du- 

I  ty,  as  a  good  argument  for  running  down  the  price 
Vol.  X,  R  ♦he 
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he  was  to  pay  to  the  producer  or  importer.  It  is 
by  this  our  landed  gentlemen,  as  well  as  their  e- 
Itates,  have  been  undone.  The  many  excifes  and 
duties  now  raifed  in  this  nation,  eat  up  the  yearly 
income  of  the  gentleman's  eftate  ;  and  the  far- 
mers being  obliged  to  fell  the  produce  of  their 
lands  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  to  pay  dear  for  all  thofc 
neceflaries  which  they  do  not,  nor  can  produce, 
they  cannot  therefore  be  able  to  pay  fo  high  a  rent 
as  formerly  to  the  landlord.  Thus  the  landed  gen- 
tleman is  doubly  undone;  for  while  his  income  is 
eat  up  by  the  excifes  he  pays  for  what  is  made  ufe 
of  in  his  own  family,  his  rents  are  diminilhed, 
or  his  tenants  are  broke,  by  the  excifes  paid  by 
them. 

*  A  gentleman  of  100  /.  a  year,  whofe  eftate,  as 
to  the  land  tax,  is  computed  at  the  full  value,  pays 
20/.  a  year  out  of  it,  when  the  land  tax  is  at  4/. 
in  the  pound  ;  that,  it  is  true,  reduces  his  eftate  to 
80  /.  a  year  ;  but  that  is  only  for  one  year,  he  may 
be  free  of  the  land  tax  the  next  year,  and  then  his 
100  /.  comes  whole  and  intire  to  him.  But  if,  by 
raifing  excifes  and  duties  in  place  of  that  45.  in  the 
pound  land  tax,  you  make  the  fupporting  of  his 
family  20  /.  a  year  dearer  to  him  than  it  was  be- 
fore, is  not  that  20  /.  taken  from  his  eftate  ?  Can  he 
then  live  better  for  his  100  /.  than  he  could  have 
done  before  for  his  80  /.  a  year  ?  He  is  therefore  no 
gainer  by  this  eafe,  as  to  the  land  tax  :  But  mark 
the  confequence;  thefe  duties  and  excifes  fall  heavy 
upon  his  tenants  as  well  as  upon  him ;  the  fup- 
porting of  their  families  comes  now  to  be  dearer 
to  them  than  it  was  before,  and  therefore  the  rents 
muft  have  been  before  fo  low,  that  the  landlord 
might  have  raifed  them,  or  it  will  now  be  im- 
poflible  for  the  tenants  to  continue  paying  the 
fame  rents  they  formerly  did  ;  fo  that  very  proba- 
bly the  yearly  rents  of  his  eftate  may  be  reduced  to 
8b/.  a  year,  out  of  which  if  you  dcdud  the  10  L 
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a  year  he  is  obliged  to  pay  as  an  additional  ex- 
pence  for  the  fupport  of  his  own  family,  there  will 
remain  to  him  but  60 1,  a  year  -,  and  his  eftate,  as 
to  the  land  tax,  being  ftill  valued  at  100/.  a  year, 
if  you  are  obliged,  in  two  or  three  years  after,  to 
lay  on  again  the  land  tax  of  4/.  in  the  pound j  this 
gentleman  mud  pay  20  /.  a  year  out  of  the  60  /. 
his  eftate  was  reduced  to.  And  thus,  by  pretend- 
ing to  give  him  an  eafe  as  to  the  land  tax  for  one 
year,  you  at  laft  reduce  his  eflate  to  lefs  than  one 
half  of  the  real  value  •,  it  is  now  but  jufl  one  half 
of  what  he  had  formerly  to  fpend  yearly,  when  he 
paid  a  land  tax  of  4^.  in  the  pound.  This  has 
in  many  cafes,  been  the  confequence  of  laying  du- 
ties and  excifes  in  place  of  land  taxes,  and  the 
more  frequently  this  deftru6live  meafure  ispurfued^ 
the  more  general  will  this  confequence  be.  Te- 
nants muit  live  and  fupport  their  families,  out  of 
the  produce  of  their  farms ;  they  muft  pay  the  du- 
ties and  excifes  of  thofe  things,  that  are  abfolute'y 
neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  their  families,  or  for 
the  manuring  of  their  farms  ;  thedeficiency  (if  any 
bej  mud  always  fall  upon  the  landlord.  Thole 
tenants  that  were  at  a  low  rent^  have  perhaps  hi- 
therto fupported  it,  and  paid  their  rents,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  the  many  duties  and  excifes  they  have 
been  obliged  to  pay  ;^but  it  is  ftill  a  lofs  to  the 
landlord,  becaufe  if  it  had  not  been  for  thofe  duties 
and  excifes  paid  by  the  tenant,  the  landlord  might 
have  raifed  his  rents  much  more  than  any  land  tax 
that  ever  was  laid  on  in  this  kingdom  would  have 
amounted  to. 

*  There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  that  has  more 
occafion  than  we  have  at  prefent  to  raife  money  in 
the  moft  frugal  way,  and  in  that  way  which  is  the  , 
leaft  expenfive  to  the  people.  We  know,  my  Lords, 
by  lad  experience,  what  a  vaft  difference  there  is 
between  the  grofs  and  the  net  produce  of  this  duty 
upon  fait :  It  never  produced  above  180,000  J,  per 
R  2  '  annunj^ 
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*  annuwy  and  by  the  mofl  modeft  computation,  there 
'  is  above  twice  that  fum  yearly  raifed  upon  the  pco- 

*  pie  of  England  only,  by  the  means  of  this  tax :  E- 
'  very  man  knows,  that  the  yearly  expence  of  raifing 

*  it  isat  lead  25,000/.  This,  for  three  years,  amounts 

*  to  75,000/.   and  if  to  this  we  add  the  intereft  that 

*  muft   be  paid  upon  borrowing  the   money,  the 

*  whole  will  amount  to  100,000/.  which  is  the  fum 
'  the  nation  muft  pay  by  way  of  charges,  for  the 

*  raifing  this  500,000  /.  that  is  wanted  for  the  cur- 

*  rent  fervice  of  the  year.     This  is  a  fa6l  that  cannot 

*  be  contefted  by  the  greateft  favourer  of  this  extra- 

*  ordinary  fcheme  •,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  it  will 

*  coft  the  nation  a  great  deal  more  -,  but  I  make  this 

*  calculation  from  what  muft  be  allowed,  even  by 

*  thofe  who  are  the  moft  fanguine  promoters  thereof. 

*  Can  any  man  then  fay,  that  this  is  a  frugal  way  of 

*  raifing  money  ?  How  hard  will  it  be  to  make  the 
'  people  pay  fuch  an  extravagant  charge,  efpecially 
'  now,  when  there  is  no  neceftity  for  it  ?  By  this  bill 

*  we  are  again  put  into  that  deftrudlive  method  of 

*  funding  and  anticipating  of  taxes,  which  is  a  me- 
'  thod  that  never  ought  to  be  followed,  but  in  cafes 

*  of  the  utmoft  neceftity.  During  the  laft  war,  our 
'  necefiity  was  our  excufe  ;  but  nov/  we  have  no  ne- 

*  cefiity  to  plead,  it  is  mere  Gayete  de  cseur :  Can 
'  that  ever  be  allowed  of  as  an  excuie,  for  our  en- 
'  tailing  heavy  and  pernicious  taxes  upon   our  po- 

*  fterity } 

*  As  to  that  part  of  the  kingdom  called  North 
'  Britain^  there  is  indeed  a  partiality  fliewn  •,  but  e- 
'  ven  this  partiality  is  no  real  favour,  any  otherways 
'  than  only  as  being  a  lefs  injury  :  The  laying  on  of 

*  this  tax,  in  place  of  the  fhilling  in  the  pound  land 

*  tax,  is  doing  a  very  great  injury  to  the  whole  king- 

*  dom  ',  and  all  the  favour  that  can  be  pretended  to 

*  be  fhewn  to  the  northern  parts,  is,  that  the  injury 

*  is  not  fo  great,  with  refped  to  them,  as  it  is  with 

*  refpeft  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  Britain,   When  an 
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*  injury  is  offered  openly  and  avowedly,  one  knows 
'  how  to  refent  it;  if  we  cannot  refmt  if,  there  is  at 

*  leafl:  fome  Hitisfadlion  in  complaining;  but  to  hear 
?  a  real  injury  called  a  favour,  is  what  no  man  can 
'  bear  ;  it  is  a  contempt  that  will  rouze  the  mod 
'  patient  people  upon  earth.     It  is  well  known,  my 

*  Lords,  that  the  lum  raifed  in  Scotland  by  a  land- 
'  tax,  proportionable  to  a  (hilling  in  the  pound  in 

*  England^  never  amounted  to  above  12,000/.  in  a 

*  year  ;  this  was  the  whole  that  was  ever  raifed  upon 

*  the  people  of  Scotlandhy  fuch  a  tax,  either  towards 
^  the  tax  icfelf,  or  towards  the  charge  of  raifing  the 
'  fame  ;  but  v/hen  this  tax,  even  of  one  ihilling  up- 

*  on  the  bulhel  of  fait  was  fubfifting,  it  appeared, 
^  that  the  net  produce  thereof  in  Scotland  ^.monnitd. 

*  to  4000  /.  per  annum^  and  the  charge  of  raifing  it 

*  amounted   to   above  4000  /.  per   annum  more. 

*  From  hence  it  is  evident,  that  by  the  means  of  this 

*  duty  of  one  fhilling  upon  the  bufhel  of  filt,  there 

*  will  be  above  8000  /.  raifed  yearly  upon  the  people 

*  of  Scotland,  And  as  this  duty  is  to  be  laid  on  for 
^  three  years,  in  lieu  of  a  fhilling  in  the  pound  land 
'  tax  for  only  one  year,  is  it  not  as  clear  as  figures 
^  can  make  it,  that  the  people  of  <Sr^//^;/i  are  to  pay: 
^  above  24,000  /.  in  the  place  of  the  12,000  /.which 
'  they  mud  have  paidtov/ards  the  land  tax  ?  This, 
'  my  Lords,  is  the  mighty  favour  that  is  pretended 
f  to  be  done  to  the  people  of  that  country  :  Who- 
y  ever  thinks  that  they  will  look  upon  this  as  a  fa- 
^  vour,  muft  know  very  little  of  the  good  fenfe 
^  and  fagacity  of  the  people  in  that  part  of  the 
^  iQand. 

'  This  duty  is  now  propofed  to  be  laid  on  for 
^  three  years  only,  but  we  know  how  difficult  it  is  to. 
'  get  free  of  a  tax  that  has  been  once  eftablirtied : 
'  And  as  this  duty  may  create  a  fund  for  a  miniftry 
'  upon  which  they  may  borrow  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
'  600,000 /.  I  can  eafily  forefee,  that  at  the  expi- 
'-.  ration  of  this  term  of  three  years,  fome  fcheme  or 
R  3  '    \  another 
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^  another  may  be  fet  on  foot  for  continuing  it  during 

*  a  much  longer  term :  In  cafe  of  any  fuch  fcheme's 
«  being  to  be  fet  up,  I  can  fee,  that  even  by  the  bill 

*  now  before  us,  there  is  the  foundation  laid  of  a 
'  prevailing  argument  for  bringing  the  members 
'  from  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland  into  the  fcheme. 
'  We  know,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  bounties  paid 
'  upon  the  exportation  of  filh  ;  we  know  that  thofe 

*  bounties  upon  the  exportation  of  fifh  from  Scotland 

*  only,  amount  generally  to  about  7000/.  per  an- 

*  num :  This  fum  was  paid  out  of  the  firft  and  rea- 

*  died  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife  in  Scotland  -,  but  in 

*  cafe  this  bill  paffes  into  a  law,  all  fuch  bounties  are 

*  to  be  paid  only  out  of  the  produce  of  the  fait  duty 
'  raifed  within  the  united  kingdoms :  therefore,  at 

*  the  end  of  this  term  of  three  years,  we  muft  either 

*  make  a  new  law  for  eilablifhing  a  new  fund  for  the 
'  payment  of  thofe  bounties,  or  the  bounties  muft  in- 
'  tirely  ceafe,  and  determine  with  the  expiration  of 

*  this  law  :  It  will  then  be  pretended  that  no  fuch 
^  fund  can  be  eftablifhed  ;  it  will  then  be  faid,  that 
'  you  muft  either  agree  to  the  continuing  of  the  duty 

*  upon  fait,  or  your  country  muft  intirely  lofe  the  be^ 
'  nefit  of  having  any  bounties  upon  the  exportation  of 
^  their  fifh  •,  by  which  your  fifhery  will  be  undone, 
«  and  your  country  muft  lofe  a  much  greater  fum 

*  yearly  than  what  they  are  obliged  to  pay  by  means 

*  of  the  duty  upon  fait.  This,  my  Lords,  will  be 
'  a  bait  for  the  members  from  Nortb  Britain  ;  with 

*  them  it  will  for  ever  be  an  argument  for  the  con- 
f  tinuance  of  this  duty  upon  fait. 

*  We  have  already  a  prodigious  number  of  officers 

*  employed  in  the  coliedling  of  our  revenues  ;  the 

*  reviving  of  this  duty  upon  fait  will  very  much  in- 

*  creafe  the  number  :  We  know  that  all  thefe  officers 

*  depend  intirely  upon  the  crown  •,  every  one  of  them 
^  may  be  fufpended  or  difmiffed,  at  the  pleafure  of 

*  the  crov/n  j  if  any  of  them  fhould  refufe  to  do  what- 
^  ever  he  is  commanded,  fuch  an  officer  may  be  turn- 
^  '  ed 
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«  ed  out,  and  a  new  one  put  in  his  room.    We  know 

*  what  an  influence  thefe  officers  may  have  upon  the 
'  elections  of  members  of  Parliament,  in  every  coun- 

*  ty,   city  and  borough  in  England,     If  any  future 

*  adminiitration  Ihould  be  wicked  enough  to  give 

*  them  inftrudions,    how   they  are  to  behave,   for 

*  whom  they  are  to  ufe  their  intereft,  by  fuch  means 

*  the  crown  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  get  fuch 
'  members  returned,  as  are  agreeable  to  the  favour 
'  rites  about  court.     Where  then  will  be  our  liber- 

*  ties?  Where  fhall  an  injured  people  feek  for  re- 

*  drefs  ?  The  people  will  then  be  in  the  fame  condi- 
^  tion  in  which  they  now  are  in  Turkey  ♦,  their  only 
'  refource  will  be  in  mobs  and  tumults,  and  the  pre- 

*  vailing  party  will  adminifter  juftice  by  general  maf- 

*  facres  and   profcriptions.     I  did  appear  againft  a 

*  ftajiding  army,  but  I  never  was  fo  much  afraid  of 
^  the  confequences  of  a  ftanding  army,  as  I  am  of 

*  the  confequences.of  a  houfe  of  Parliament's  depend- 
'  ing  intirely  upon  the  crown.     Of  all  arbitrary  go- 

*  vernmencs,  that  founded  upon  bafc:  corruption  is 
^  the  word  :  In  fuch  circumftances  we  might  perhaps 
^  preferve  the  external  forms  of  our  confticution, 
'  but  fuch  a  bafe  dependence  would  eat  out  the  very 

*  vitals  of  our  conftitution,  and  leave  us  nothing  re- 

*  maining  but  a  melancholy,  difmal,  putrified,ulelefs 

*  carcafs  ;  a  mere  fhew  of  a  conftitution,  without  any 

*  life,  without  any  fpirit^  without  any  power  to  pro- 

*  ted  the  people  from  domeftic  oppreflion,  or  from 
^  foreign  invafion. 

*  The  people  of  this  nation  are  already  fubjeded 

*  to  fo  many  penalties  and  forfeitures,  that  tew  mer- 
^  chants  or  dealers  know  when  they  are  fafe.     But  by 

*  this  bill  they  are  to  be  fubjefted  to  a  great  many 
'new  penzilties  and  forfeitures*,  and  what  is  ftill 
'  worfe,  thefe  penalties  and  forfeitures  are  not  to^  be 
"  fued  for  in  the  common  way  :  As  to  them,  the  fubjed 
'  is  not  to  be  tried  in  the  ufual  way,  by  God  and  his 
•^  country,  bwt  in  a  new  and  extraordinary  way,  by 

R  4  !  com. 
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*  commifllonersand  officers,   who  are  appointed  by 

*  the  crown,  and  removable  at  the  pleafure  of  the 

*  crown  :  The  crown  is  to  be  plaintiff  or  profecutor, 
'  and  a  man  depending  upon  the  crown,  perhaps  for 

*  his  daily  bread,  is  to  be  the  judge.     I  have  always 

*  obferved,  and  I  believe  it  will  foon  appear  ftill 
'  more  plain,  that  when  things  have  been  turned  out 

*  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law,  when  any  extraordi- 

*  nary  method  of  proceeding  before  commiflioners 

*  has  been  introduced,  extraordinary  iniquities  have 

*  been  committed  ;  fome  are  difcovered,  but  mo^ 

*  of  them  are  funk  into  oblivion  by  the  weight  of 

*  power. 

'  This  way  of  multiplying  and  continuing  of  taxes,^ 

*  and  contriving  new  and  extraordinary  methods  for 
'  levying  them,  has  always  been  followed  by  thofe 
*=  minifters,  who  were  for  eltablifhing  arbitrary  power. 
^  The  famous  Cardinal  Richlieu  knew  well  the  effedls- 
'  of  luch  a  meafure  ;  he  knew  what  fums  of  money 

*  were  thereby  brought  in,   and  what  dependencies 

*  were  thereby  created.     By  the  means  of  fuch  taxes. 

*  the  eftates  of  the  quality  and  gentry  o^  France  were 

*  ruined  and  undone  ,  fo  that  at  th?  fame  time  that 

*  the  taxes  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  crovv^n  to  give, 

*  they  reduced  the  quality  and  gentry  of  the  king- 

*  dom  under  a  neceffity  to  receive  :  all  forts  of  pro- 
^  vifions  were,  by  the  taxes,  rendered  fo  dear,  and 
^  the  tenants  of  Jieir  efiates  were   fo  much   impo- 

*  verifhed,  that    it  became   impoffible  for   moft  of 

*  them  tofupport  and  provide  for  their  families^  out 
^  of  the  rents  of  their  eflates,  whereby  they  were  ob- 

*  liged  to  fue  to  the  court  for  fome  pofl:  or  penfion^ 

*  and  in  order  to  obtain  what  they  wanted,  they  were 

*  glad  to  do  whatever  the  court  commanded.  Thefe 

*  were  the  domeftic  meafurcs  of  Cardinal  RichlieUy 

*  and  by  thefe  the  liberties  of /7-^«l^  werelofl.  As  for 
^  his  toreign  meafures,  I  wifh  we  had  it  in  our  power. 
«  to  follov/  them :  But  in  this  kingdom  1  hope  no 

*  minifter  will  ever  pretend  to  follow  his  domeftic 

*  mea-^ 
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'  meafures ,  I  am  fure,   that  whoever  does^  will  ne- 

*  ver  have  it  in  his  povvcr  to  follow  his  meafures  as 

*  to  foreign  affairs.  For  the  liberties  of  England  are 
'  efiablifhed  upon  too  firm  a  bafis^  to  be  overturned 
'  by  the  attempts  of  any    one  man  in  his  own  life- 

*  time  :   but  if  we  do  not  take  care,  one   man  may 

*  give  them  fuch  a  fliock,   as  may  make  it  an  eafy 

*  work  for  his  fuccefTors  ;  and  no  meafure  is  lefs  li- 
'  able  to  fail  of  fuccefs,  than  that  of  increafing  by 
*-  little  and  little  the  power  of  the  crown,    by  aug- 

*  menting  daily  the  number  of  its  dependents,  and 
'  adding  to  the  neceflities  of  the  noblemen  and  gen- 
*-  tlemen  of  the  kingdom,  by  fqueezing  heavy  taxes 

*  from  them  for  every  thing  made  ufe  of  in  their 

*  families :    For  when  liberty  appears  in  poverty  and 

*  diftrefs,  and  flavery  appears  in  fine  trappings  and 
'  great  plenty,    I  am  afraid  there  v^^ill  be  found  but 

*  few,  whofe  virtue  can  (land  the  teft  of  fuch  a  fe- 
'  vere  trial. 

'  There  are  no  taxes  more  apt  to  raife  tumults, 
'  and  infurredions  among  the  people,  than  thofe  that 

*  are  laid  upon  the  poor.  This  very  tax  which  we 
'  are  now  about  to  revive,  produced  two  or  three 
*■.  infurredions  in  France,  before  the  people  of  that 
'  country  could  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  it  ;  and  yet 

*  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  the  tax  upon   fait  in  that 

*  country  is  much  more  grievous  than  this,  that  we 

*  are  now  going  to  lay  upon  the  people  of  this  na- 
'  tion.  We  know  that  a  tax  of  much  lefs  confe* 
'  quence  than  this,  occafioned  the  prefent  rebellion 
'  in  Corfica.  by  which  the  people  of  that  ifland  are 
«  like  to  change  mafic rs  ;  and  even  the  difturbances 

*  in  that  little   ifland.  may  chance  to  involve    all 

*  Europe  in  new  troubles.  Though  the  people  of 
'  this  nation  fubmitted  peaceably  and  quietly  for  fo 

*  many  years  to  diis  grievous  tax,  yet  we  are  not  from 
'  thence  to  prefume,  that  they  will  always  fubmit 

*  peaceably  and  quietly  thereunto.     When  it  was 
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*  firft  laid  on,  the  people  were  fully  fenfible  of  the 

*  neceflity  that  there  was  for  laying  it  on  at  that 
^  time  ;  but  now  when  it  is  to  be  laid  on  without 

*  any  neceffity,  when  the  poor  are  thus  to  be  heavi' 
«  ly  loaded  for  no  other  reafon  or  pretence,  but  that 

*  of  relieving  a  few  of  the  rich,  can  it  be  prefumed, 

*  that  they  will  as  eafily  fubmit  to  the  payment  of 

*  it,  as  they  did  heretofore  ?    They  have  long  fub- 

*  mitted  to  bear  heavy  burdens,  and  they  certainly 
'  will  bear  as  long  as  they  can  ;  but  after  a  horfe 

*  has  got  his  full  burden,  the  very  key  of  the  ftable 
'  may  chance  to  break  his  back.  Why  Ihould  we 
'"  run  fuch  a  risk  in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity  ? 

*  The  patience  of  the  people  with  refped  to  taxes 
'  and  excifes,  cannot  be  now  fo  great  as  it  was  in 

*  the  time  of  a  dangerous  and  an  expenfive  foreign 

*  war  J  it  may   now  be  eafily  overitretched,   and 

*  therefore  we  ought  not  to  try  experiments  upon  it, 
'  when  there  is  not  really  any  occafion.* 

Duke  of         The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  fpoke  to  the  efFefl:  fol- 

^ec'^f  ^*'  lowing.     '  My  Lords,  It  is  very  true,  that  his  Ma- 

'  jetty?  in  a  "^oft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 

*  recommended  to  us  the  eafing  of  the  people  of 

*  fome  of  thofe  burdens,  which  lay  heavieft  upon 
'  them  \  and  in  purfuance  of  thefe  his  Majefty's  mod 

*  gracious  intentions,  this  tax  upon  fait  was  propofed, 
'  and  was  agreed  to  be  taken  off,  as  the  tax  which  at 

*  that  time  was  thought  to   lie  heavieft  upon  the 

*  people  :  But  by  that  very  ftep,  my  Lords,  by  the 

*  abolifhing  of  this  tax,  we  have  learned  that  it  ne- 

*  ver  did,  nor  ever  can  lie  heavy  upon  the  people. 

*  The  fhare  that  was  contributed  towards  it  by  each 
^  particular  man,  was  fo  fmall,  that  no  man  was 
^  fenfible  of  what  he  paid  while  it  was  fubfifting,  nor 

*  was  he  fenfible  of  any   relief  by  its  being  taken 

*  off:  Therefore  that  his  Majefty's  intentions  might 

*  be  fully  anfwered,  that  a  real  eafe  might  be  given 

*  to  thofe  who  have  for  many  years  been  moft  hea- 

•  vily 
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*  vily   opprefled,    was    this    bill    brought  in   and 

*  paflfed   in  the  other  houfe.     We  all   know   that 

*  the  landed  intereft  have  been  for  many  years  load- 

*  ed  with  mofl  infupportable  land  taxes ;  we  know 

*  that  they  have  ieverely  felt  the  weight  that  was 

*  laid  upon  them  -,  and  therefore  they  muft  be  im- 

*  mediately  fenfible  of  the  relief  that  is  propofed  to 

*  be  given  to  them  by  this  bill. 

*  This  tax  upon  fait  is  in  its  own  nature  fo  equal, 

*  that  every  man,  every  perfon  in  the  nation  is  there- 

*  by  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  public  cxpence, 
^  according  to  the  benefit  he  receives :  There  are 
'  fuch  a  vail  multitude  of  people  thereby  ob'iged  to 

*  contribute  to  the  public  charge,  that  no  man  is 
'  fenfible  of  what  he  pays,  no  man  feels  the  weight 
^  that  is  laid  upon  him  ;  and  for  that  very  reafon 
'  the  people  contributed  thereunto  for  many  years 

*  moft  willingly,  and  mofl  chearfullyi  it  never  did, 

*  nor  can  it  ever  occafion  the  leaft  grumbling,  or  the 
'  leaft  complaint :  Whereas,  by  the  land-tax,  there 
^  are  but  a  very   few  perfons  in   the  nation,  who 

*  are  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  public  expence, 
'  and  thereby  it  falls  mod  grievoufly  upon  thofe 
^  that  are  obliged  to  pay  towards  it ;  a  very  large 

*  /Inn  may  be  raifed  upon  a  great  number  of  people, 
^  when  every  man  contributes  his  equal  and  his  juii 

*  proportion,  without  any  one  man's  being  fenfible 
'  of  what  he  is  obliged  to  pay  :  but  when  fuch  a 
^  fum  is  to  be  raifed  upon  a  few  of  that  number^ 
'  every  man  that  is  obliged  to  pay,  not  only  foels  the 

*  weight  of  the  burden  that  is  laid  upon  him,  but 

*  really  finds  it  altogether  infupportable  ;  and  he 
'  has  the  more  reafon  to  complain,  becaufe  he  finds 

*  himfelf  obliged  to  bear  fingly  that  burden,  which 

*  ought  in  jufticc  to   be   laid  upon  a  great  many. 

*  The  land  tax  being  then  the  moft  heavy  and  the 

*  moft  unequal   tax,  of  any  that  are  levied  upon 

*  the   people  of  this  nation,   and   the   tax  upon 

*  fait  being  the  moft  equal,  and  the  leaft  burden- 

5  ^  fome. 
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fome,  I  mufl  be  of  opinion,  that  if  we  have  any 
refped  for  his  Majefly's  mc^fl:  gracious  recommen- 
dation from  the  throne,  if  we  have  any  regard  for 
that  jullice  and  equality  which  ought  to  be  obf^r- 
ved  in  impofing  of  taxes,  we  mull  agree  to  the 
bill  now  before  us.' 


The  Lord  Bathurfl  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows. 
My  Lords,  I  mull  take  notice,  that  it  is  a  little  ir- 
regular to  make  fo  much  mention  of  his  Maje- 
fty's  fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  but  fince  the  noble 
Lords  who  have  fpoke,  have  been  pleafed  to 
mention  it,  I  fhall  likewife  take  the  fame  liber- 
ty, and  make  this  one  remark  upon  it  •,  That  his 
Majeily  in  that  Cpjech  recommends  the  eafing  of 
the  poor  artificers  and  manufacturers  :  Thefe  are 
the  only  people  mentioned  therein  ;  and  therefore 
I  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  his  Majefty  then  thought 
that  they  were  the  mofl  heavily  loaded,  and  the 
firit  that  ought  to  be  relieved  :  This  is  not  only 
my  opinion,  but  it  feems  that  it  was  then  the  opi- 
nion of  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  and  of  every 
member  of  each  houfe  ;  for  though  feveral  taxes 
were  propofed  to  be  taken  off,  yet  there  was  not 
one  man  in  either  houfe  that  propofed,  or  men- 
tioned the  taking  off  of  any  tax,  but  fuch  a  one  as 
he  thought  was  burdenfome  upon  that  fet  of  peo- 
ple i  and  at  laft,  the  taking  off  of  this  tax  upon 
fait  was  agreed  to,  as  being  the  tax  that  lay  mofl 
heavy  upon  the  poor  of  this  kingdom.  But  what 
are  we  now  about  ?  What  are  we  by  this  bill  to 
do  ?  We  are  to  lay  a  load  upon  thofe  very  people, 
whofe  cafe  was  fo  compaflionately  recommended 
to  us  by  his  Majefty  :  We  are  to  lay  again  the 
fime  very  load  upon  them,  which  was  then 
deemed  by  both  houfes  of  Parliament  to  be  the 
moft  heavy  and  the  mod  grievous  load  that  lay 
upon  the  poor  artificers  and  manufadlurers  of 
this  nation  •,  and  in  order  to  what  ?  In  order  to  it- 

*  lieve 
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*  lieve  only  the  rich  landed  gentlemen  of  the  nation  : 
'  Even  as  co  them,    1  think  it  has  been  clearly  de- 

*  mondrated,  that  at  lad  ic  will  prove  to  be  no  re- 
'  lief,  but  a  very  great  difadvantage  •,  and  it  is  evi- 
'  dt-nt  at  firft  view,    that   the  landed  gentlemen  of 

*  fmall,  or  ev.!n  of  moderate  fortunes,  cannot  by 
'  this  bill  meet  with  any  relief;   becaufe    they  v/ill 

*  be  obliged  to  pay  more  towards  the  duty  upon 
«  fait,  than  they  fave  by  being  free  from  a  fhilling 
'  in  the  pound  land  tax. 

*  I  fhall  eafily  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who 
'  fpoke  laft,  that  when  a  fum  of  money  is  to  be  paid 

*  but  by  a  few,  the  payments  fall  much  more  hea- 
'  vy  upon  each  particular  man,  than  they  would  do, 

*  if  the  fame  fum,  or  even  a  larger  fum  were  to  be 
'  paid  by  a  great  many  ;  but  when  the  fam  is  in- 
'  creafed  in  proportion  to  the  number  and  circum- 

*  (lances  of  the  perfons  that  are  to  contribute  there- 

*  to,  the  payments  will  fall  as  heaWly  upon  each 
'  particular  man,  as  they  formerly  did.     This,  my 

*  Lords,   I  fhall  beg  leave   to  illuftrate  by  an  ex- 

*  ample  or  two  *,  and  the  cafi  being  the  lame  with 

*  refpe6l  to  large  funis,  as  with  refped:  to  fmall,  I 
'  fhall  therefore  make  ufe  of  fmail  fums  only,  in  or- 

*  der  that  the  calculations  may  be  eafily  made, 
'  Suppofe  then  that  fix  pound  were  to  be  paid  by 
'  fix  perfons  of  equal  circumftances,  this  would  a- 
'  mount  to  but  twenty  fhiJiings  apiece,  and  would 

*  not  be  fo. grievous  upon  them,  as  if  three  only  of 

*  the  fix  perfons  were  to  pay  the  fame  fum,  becaufe 

*  to  the  three,  the  payments  would  amount  to  forty 

*  fhillings  apiece  :  but  if  in  place  of  laying  this  fix 
'  pounds  upon  the  three  perfons,  we  were  to  lay 
'  twelve  pounds  upon  the  whole  fix  perfons,  would 

*  not  the  payments  be  then  as  grievous  upon  every 

*  one  of  the  fix  perfons,  as  they  were  before  upon 

*  every  one  of  the  three  ?  becaufe  in  this  cafe,  every 

*  man  of  the  fix  would  be  obliged  to  pay  forty  Tnil- 

*  lingSj  which  is  juft  as  much  as  every  on^^  of  the 

A  '  rhree> 
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'  three  only  was  formerly  obliged  to  pay  :  I  hope 
*■  in  this  cafe  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  any  one  man 

*  of  the  fix  meets  with  any  relief,  unlefs  it  be  that 
^  of  feeing  his  neighbour   as  wretched  as  himfelf* 

*  Suppofe  again,  that  fix  pounds  is  to  be  paid  by  fix 

*  men,  worth  about  12  /.  apiece,  we  know  that  this 
'  would  amount  to  twenty  fhillings  apiece,  which  is 

*  a  twelfth  part  of  their  whole  eilate  :  Thefe  pay- 

*  ments  may  perhaps  feem  to  be  grievous  upon  thefe 

*  fix  men  ;   and  therefore  in  order  to  eafe  them,  we 

*  find  out  ten  other  men,  who  are  worth  fix  pounds 
'  apiece,  and  240  men  who  are  worth  a  fliilling  a- 
'  piece,  and  we  refolve  to  make  this  great  number 

*  of  256  men  pay  among  them  12  /„  each  man  ac- 
'  cording  to  his  efi:ate;  in  this  cafe  there  are  240 
'  men  thatmuft  pay  but  a  penny  apiece,  this  amounts 

*  to  but  20  s,  of  the  12  /.  there  arc  other  ten  men 
'  who  mufl:  pay  but   10  s,  apiece,  this  amounts  to 

*  but  5  /.  of  the  12  /.  and  therefore  the  Cix  men 
'  worth  12  /.  apiece,  muft  fl:ill  pay  twenty  fhillings 
'  a  man  :  So   that  the  payments  fall  as  grievoufly 

*  upon  them  as  they  did  before,  and  are  equally 
'  grievous  upon  every  one  of  the  other  150  ;  for  it 

*  is  as  grievous  for  a  man  that  is  worth  but  a  flnil- 

*  ling,  to  pay  a  penny,  or  for  a  man  that  is  worth 
'  but  6  /.  to  pay    10  s.  as  it  is  upon  a  man  worth 

*  12  /.  to  pay  20  s.     In  this  cafe  I  am  fure  that  no 

*  man  will  pretend  that  any  relief  is  granted  to  any 
'  one  of  the  fix  men  ;  and  I  am  afraid  this  lafl  cafe 
'  will  be  found  to  be  too  jufi:  a  parallel  to  the  cafe 
'  of  laying  on  a  falt-duty,  in  place  of  a  fhilling  in 

*  the  pound  land  tax,  which  is  the  cafe  now  before 
'  us.  The  cafe  I  have  put  has  in  this  the  advan- 
'  tage,  that  therein  an  exad  proportion  is  obferved  ; 

*  but  in  the  cafe  before  us,  our  rich  landed  gentle- 

*  men  will  meet  with  fome  prefent  eafe,  for  which 

*  the  gentlemen  of  fmall  fortunes,  and  the  poor  ar- 
'  tificers  and  manufadlurers  muft  pay  double  what 
'  they  ought  to  pay,  if  an  exafl  proportion  were  to 
"  be  obferved.  *  This 
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*  This  tax  upon  fait  is,  my  Lords,  fo  far  from 
being  a  juft  and  equal  tax,  that  it  is  the  mofl  un- 
juft,  and  the  moft  oppreflive  tax  that  ever  was  fet 
on  foot  in  this  nation.     To  the  public  expence  e- 
very    man  ought  to  pay  according  to  the  benefit 
he  receives.     In  all  cafes  it  is  hard,  it  is  cruel  to 
tax  the  poor  journeymen  and  day-labourers,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  they  get  any 
thing  more  than  bare  fubfiftence  by  their  daily  la- 
bour ;  the  profits  that  may  be  made,  go  all  to  the 
benefit  of  the  mafter  who  employs  them.    He  it 
is  that  has  the  whole  benefit  of  their  labour,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  pay  the  taxes.    Any  fcheme 
for  taxing  of  them  is  not  only  cruel,  but  it  is  im- 
pradicable  ;   becaufe  if  by  fuch  taxes  we  enhance 
the  price  of  the  very  neceflaries  of  life,  they  can- 
not polTibly  fubfift  upon  the  fame  wages  they  fub- 
filled  on  formerly,  they  muft  ftarve,  or  otherwifc 
their  wages  muft   be  raifed :  and  thus  at  laft  the 
mafter  that  employs  them,  muft  pay  the  taxes  that 
are  laid  upon  the  poor  he  employs.    This,  my 
Lords,  is  a  certain  confequence ;  and  this  is  a  con- 
fequeiice  that  I  am  afraid  has  been  fevere ly  felt  by 
the  merchants  and  mafter  tradefmen  of  this  nation. 
But  this  tax  upon  fait  has  fomething  in  it  more 
cruel,  and  more  unjuft  than  any  other  *,  becaufe 
the  poor  are  thereby  obliged  to  contribute  more 
in  proportion  than  the  rich  :    We  all  knov/  that 
there  is  but  a  fmall  number  of  the  poor  of  this  na* 
tion,  that  live  in  the  families  of  the  rich,  moft  of 
them  live  upon  daily  wages,  and  in  little  cottages 
of  their  own  ;  the  chief  part  of  their  food  is  ialc 
jneat,  and  fait  fifti,  and  therefore  we  muft  con- 
clude that  the  poorer  a  man  is,  the  more  he  is  ob- 
liged to  contribute  to  the  public  expence,  by  the 
means  of  this  duty  upon  fait,  in  fo  far  at  leaft'  as  re- 
lates to  his  own  perfonal  confuraption.* 
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Eariof//tf/s     Tlic  Earl  of  Hay  then  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the 
fpecch.       efFe6l  as  follows.     '  My  Lords,  I  have  heard  a  great 

*  many  hard  names  given  to  the  bill  now  before  us; 

*  but  I  am  dill  convinced  that  it  does  not  deferve 

*  any  one  of  thofe  hard  names  by  which  it  has  been 
'  diftinguifhed  5   upon  the  contrary,  it  will,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  appear  to  every  man  that  examines  narrow- 

*  ly  into  the  truth  of  fadls,  that  this  bill  is  as  good 

*  a  bill  as  ever  was  brought  into  this  houfe.    As  to 

*  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  it  is  certainly  a  little  irregu^ 
'  lar  to  take  fo  much  notice  of  it  in  this  houfe  ;  but 

*  all  that  his  Majefry  meant  by  that  fpeech,  was  no 

*  more  than  that  his  fubjefls  ihould  be  eafedas  foon, 

*  and  as  much  as  poflibie,  and  that  thofe  who  were 

*  moft  oppreffed,  fhould  be  thefiril  to  be  relieved  1 

*  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to  confine  his  Parlia- 
'  ment  to  the  relieving  of  the  artificers  and  manu- 
^  fadlurers,  without  regard  to  any  of  the  reft  of  the 

*  people  %  he  did  not  mean  to  confine  us  co  any  par- 
'  ticular  (^t  of  people  :  His  Majefty  underftands 
'  too  well  our  conftitution,  and  has  too  great  a  re- 

*  gard  for  the  prefervation  thereof,  to  ofi^er  in  fuch 

*  a  cafe  to  lay  any  reftraint  upon  his  Parliament. 

*  He,  out  of  that  love  and  afft6lion  which  he  has 

*  always  fhewn  for  his  people,  recommended  the 
'  relieving  of  thofe  who  were  the  moft  heavily 
'  loaded  ;  but  he  left  it  intirely  to  his  Parliament 

*  to  confider,  and  to  determine  who  were  the  greateft 

*  obje61:s  of  compafHon,  what  fort  of  people  ought 

*  to  be  the  firft  to  be  relieved  :  and  if  we  confi- 

*  der  the  cafe  of  many  a  poor  landed  gentleman  in 
'  this  ifland,  I  believe  it  will  eafily  appear  that  they 

*  are  the  greateft  objedts  of  compaflion,  and  are  the 

*  firft  that  ought  to  be  relieved.     This  I  believe  I 

*  can  eafily  make  appear,  but  I  fhall  firft  examine 

*  the  moft  material  objcdions  I  have  heard  made 

*  againft  the  tax  now  propofed  to  be  revived. 

«  I  find. 


I 
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'  I  find,  my  Lords,  that  one  of  the  chief  objec- 
tions againft  this  bill  is  drav/n  from  thence,  that 
they  fay  it  will  give  a  mod  terrible  increafe  of 
power  to  the  crov/n,  by  the  addition  of  fuch  a 
number  of  officers,  who  are  all  to  be  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  crown,  and  mAift  therefore  be  dependents, 
nay  downright  (laves  to  the  adminiffration.  Why 
really,  my  Lord?,  if  there  were  any  the  leaft 
ground  for  raifing  to  ourfelves  fuch  a  frightful 
Ipedre,  I  fliould  be  as  much  againft  this  bill  as 
any  Lord  in  this  houfe  ;  but  when  we  examine 
into  the  hiftory  and  circumftancesof  our  country^ 
it  will  appear  plain,  that  we  have  no  occafion  to 
put  ourfelves  in  fuch  frights,  though  a  much  grea- 
ter number  of  officers  were  to  be  added.  We  all 
have  read  at  leaft  of  a  time  when  the  crown  had 
much  more  power  than  is  by  this  bill  to  be  put  in- 
to their  hands  •,  they  had  once  their  court  of 
wards  and  liveries,  at  the  fame  time  they  had  their 
court  of  flar-chamber,  and  they  had  befides  a  great 
many  other  powers  which  they  claimed  as  prero- 
gatives. Your  Lordfhips  muft  all  know,  thatal- 
mofb  every  one  of  your  eftates  were  at  that  time 
under  the  power,  and  depended  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  upon  the  pleafure  of  the  crown.  There  were 
fo  many  powers,  privileges  and  prerogatives 
claimed,  and  mod  of  them  adually  enjoyed,  that 
there  wqre  but  few  rich  landed. gentlemen,  who 
could  aver,  that  the  free  and  fafe  enjoyment  of 
their  eftates  did  not  depend  upon  the  pleafurq  and 
good-will  of  the  King.  There  were  few  corpo* 
rations  in  Britain,  who  could  fay,  that  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  charters  did  not  in  a  great  meafure 
Gepend  upon  the  good-liking  of  their  fovereign. 
Our  Kings  were  thef  as  ambitious  and  as  fond  of 
arbitrary  pov/er,  as  any  future  King  can  pcffibly 
be ;  yet  with  all  this  power,  no  one  of  them  could 
ever  fubvert  or  deftroy  the  liberties  of  this  nation. 
So  far  otherwife,  that  we  found  means  to  make 
Vol.  X.  S  *  them 
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«  th^m  give  up  all  the  iMegal  and  extraordinary 
'  powers  which  they  or  their  anceftors  had  afTumed  ; 

*  and  by  thehappv  revolution,  we  got  the  liberties 
'  and  privileges  of  the  people  fully  afcertained,  and 

*  firnViy  ctlabliihed  upon  a  lading,  I  hope,  anever- 
'  lading   foundation,  ^if  I   rnay  be   allowed  to  fay 

*  fo  of  any  cning  that  is  to  endure  as  long  as  the 
'  world  endures. 

'  Even    this  very   tax  from    which   fo  dreadful 

*  efFeds  are  now  pretended  to  be  apprehended,  this 
'  very  tax,  I  fay,  was  laid  on,  and  was  made  per- 

*  petual  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III.  who  was 

*  the  glorious  preferver  of  the  liberties  of  this  nation 
'and  of  all  Europe,     We  know  that  during  all  his 

*  reign,  the  number  of  officers  under  the  crown  was 

*  of  no  fervice  to  him  with  refped  to  any  parlia- 

*  mentary  affairs  ;    we   know   that  he  met   with    a 

*  flrong  and  a  continual  oppofition   in  Parliament, 

*  fuch  an  oppofition  as  he  was  often  obliged  to  give 

*  way  to,  and  that,  even   in   things  U'here  it  after- 

*  wards  appeared  plain  that  he  was  in  the  right. 
'  Even  the  method  of  colle6ling  this  duty  propofed 
\  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  was  firil  introduced  by 
'  a  miniftry  who  had  as  much  wifdom,  and  as  great 
'  a  regard  for  the  liberties  of  their  countrfy,  as  any 

*  miniftry  ever  had  ;  they  were  fenfible  of  the  great 
'  frauds  that  were  committed  under  the  former  me- 
'  thod  of  raifing  it ;  and  therefore  they  put  it  under 

*  the  management  of  commiffioners  and  officers  par- 
'  ticularly  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  the  event 
'  anfwered  their  expedbations,  for  it  then  produced 

*  twice  as  much  as  it  had  ever  done  before.  Yet 
<  that  very  miniftry,  notwithftanding  of  all  the  fuc- 
«  cefles  cf  their  adminiftration,  notwithftanding  of 
^  their  having  carried  the  glory  of  England  as  high 

*  as  ever  it  was  carried,  and  notwithftanding  of  their 

*  having  all  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  of  this 

*  very  duty  among  the  reft,  as  much  at  their  beck 
f  as  ever  any  miniftry  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  ;  yet 

*  that 
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^  that  miniflry,  I  fay,  were  not  able  to  preferve 
'  themfelves  ia  the  adminiftration  any  longer,   than 

*  the  nation  had  a  mind  they  Ihould  be  continued  j 
'  nay,  i hey  could  fca reel y  prote6b  thtmfelves  againft 
'  the  maiice  of  their  inveterate  enemies  :   It  plainly 

*  appeared  that    their   only    fafeguard  confided  in 

*  the,  wifdom  of  their  adminiflration,  and  the  un- 

*  blemifhed  innocence  of  their  behaviour.  From 
^  hence,  my  Lords,  it  mud  appear,  that  there  is  not 
'  the  leait  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  bill 
'  now  before  us.  Thofe  jealoufiesand  fears  that  are 
'  pretended,  are  really  nothing  but  mere  phantom'^, 
'  and  like  the  phantoms  in  Homer  and  Virgil^  they 
^  feem  to  be  thrown  in,  to  divert  us  from  doincr 

*  what  we  ought. 

'  As  moft  of  the  other  objections  againil  this  duty 

*  upon  fait,  are  rovinded  upon  fuppofitions  that  can- 
'  not  be  granted,  the  anfwer  to  them  will  be  very 
'  eafy.  It  is  fnpp(;fed,  that:  this  duty  is  grievous 
'  upon  the  poor,  aucl  therefore  it  is  fiid,  that  it  Vv'iil 

*  be  a  lofs  to  the  landed  inter'^ir,   and  may  occafion 

*  tumults  aiivl  infjrredli.'Hs.  N'lw  this  fuppolition 
'  cannot  be  granted,  we  know  the  contrary  from  ex- 

*  perience.  This  duty  continued,  and  wa§  chear- 
'  fully  paid  for  above  tour  and  thirty  years ;  the 
'  people  were  fo  little  fenfibleof  it,  that  they  hard- 
^  ly  knew  of  any  fuch  duty  ;  and  when  \c  was  taken 
'  off,  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  nation  that  ffom 
'  thence  felt  any  relief      Upon  its  being  taken  off, 

*  there  were  no  rents  raifed,  nor  were  the  v/ages  of 

*  any  fervantor  workmen  lowered.  Even  by  thcfe 
'  who    were  at  the  pains  to   make  calculations  of 

*  what  fait  they  miglit  con  fume  in  a  year,  it  w-^s 
'  found,  that  they  had  only  about  a   groat  or  fix- 

*  pence  to  fpend  in  a  year  more  than  they  had  be- 
'  fore  •,  and  this  could  not  be  difcovered,  but  by 

*  thole    who  could  and  did  make  fuch  nice  calcula- 

*  tions;  and  how  few  there  are  of  fuch,  we  may  eafily' 

S  2  <  There 
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'  There  is  another  fappofition  made,  that  this 
duty  will  produce  above  twice  as  much  as  it  really 
does ;  that  above  the  double  of  that  fum  which 
comes  in  to  the  ufe  of  the  public,  will  be  raifed 
upon  the  people.  This  fuppofition  is  founded  up- 
on the  great  difference  that  there  always  was,  be- 
tween the  grofs  and  net  produce  of  this  duty  :  But, 
my  Lords,  it  is  well  known,  that  many  confider- 
able  articles  were  always  charged  to  the  grofs  pro- 
duce, which  never  were  really  produced,  nor  ever 
paid  by  any  man  in  the  nation.  There  were  great 
quantities  of  fait  entered,  which  were  afterwards 
exported  *,  there  were  great  quantities  of  fait  like- 
wife  entered,  which  v/ere  afterwards  employed  in 
the  curing  of  lifh  for  exportation  :  Though  the 
duties  upon  all  fuch  quantities  of  fait  were  charged 
upon  the  entering  thereof,  to  the  grofs  produce  of 
the  fait  duty,  yet  no  fuch  duties  were  ever  really 
produced  ;  they  never  were  paid  by  any  man 
breathing.  Thofe  who  entered  fuch  fait,  gave 
bond,  or  were  charged  on  the  books  as  debtors^ 
for  the  duties  on  fuch  fait ,  and  as  foon  as  they 
made  it  appear,  that  the  fait  was  exported,  or  that 
it  had  been  employed  in  the  curing  of  filh  for  ex- 
portation, their  bonds  were  delivered  up,  or  they 
were  entered  upon  the  books  as  creditors,  for  as 
large  a  fum  as  they  had  been  entered  debtors  for, 
on  account  of  that  fait.  By  deduding  all  fuch  ar- 
ticles as  thefe  from  the  grofs  produce,  we  fliall  find 
that  there  never  was  a  much  larger  fum  really  rai- 
fed upon  the  people,  than  that  which  came  net  in- 
to the  public  revenue :  and  therefore  this  fuppofi- 
tion, and  all  the  calculations  founded  thereon  muft 
be  wrong. 

*  As  to  what  is  faid,  my  Lords,  in  relation  to 
the  fubjeds  of  North  Britain,  there  never  was  ei- 
ther a  favour  or  an  injury  defigned  to  be  done  to 
them  by  this  bill ;  there  never  was  any  partiality 
intended  to  be  fhewn  to  them  :   They  are,  by  the 

^  articles 
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*  articles  of  the  Union,  to  pay  no  more  towards  the 
'  fait  duty,  than  what  is  to  be  charged  upon  them 
'  by  the  bill   now  before  us.     And  this    tax  is,  by 

*  experience,  known  to  be  fo  eafy  a  tax  upon  the 
'  people  of  that  country,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  eve- 
«  ry  man  in  the  country  will   chufe  to  befubjc^6l  to 

*  fhis,  rather  than  to  any  other  tax  whatfoever.  I 
'  do  not  doubt  indeed,  but  the  people  of  diat  coun- 

*  try,  as    well   as  the    people  of  other   countries, 

*  would  chufe  to  pay  no  tax,  rather  than  to  pay  the 
'  fmalleft  tax  that  ever  was  laid  on  ♦,  and  therefore 

*  thofe  in  that  country,  who  have  no  land  eftates, 
'  would  without  doubt  chufe  to  have  a  land  tax, 
'  rather  than    a  fait  tax  -,    it   is  the    fame  in  this 

*  country  ;  it  wilJ  eternally  be  the  fame  in  all  coun- 
'  tries.     But  this,  I  am   fure,  can  have   no  weight 

*  with  any  of  your  lordfliips. 

'  This  leads  me  naturally  to  confider  the  hard- 
«  fhips  of  the  land  tax,  and  the  diftrcfTes  of  the  land- 

*  ed  gentlemen  ;  and  here  indeed  I  have  good  rea- 
«  fon  to  make  ufe  of  all  thofe  hard  nam-^s  againll 

*  the  land-tax  bill,  which  have  been  fo  plentifully 
'  bellowed  -upon  the  bill  now  before  us.  We  all 
«  know  what  a  fmall  proportion  the  landed  gentle- 

*  men  of  this  nation  bear  to  the  reft  of  the  people; 

*  we  all  know  what  a  great  number  of  rich  mer- 
'  chants,  tradefmen,  ftock-holders,  money-lenders, 
'  and  other  forts  of  people  there  are   in  this  nation, 

*  who  have  no  land  eftate,  or  but  a  very  fmall  land 
'  eftate,  in  proportion  to  their  other  eftates  :  None 
'  of  thofe  pay  a  farthing,  or    but  a  mere  trifle,  to- 

*  wards  the  land  tax.  I  am  fure  I  do  not  make  a 
'  computation  too  favourable  for  the  landed  intereft,^ 
'  when  1  fay,   that  all  thofe   that  are   pofTeiTed  of 

*  any  land  eftate  taken  together,  do  not  make  above 
'  a  hundredth  part  of  the  people  of  this  aation  ;  and 
'  yet  I  may  modeftly  fay,  there  has  been  raifed  up- 
^  on  them,    only  for   thefe  forty   years  by-gone, 

S  3  '  ^f 


z62  Parliamentary        A.  1732, 

*  at  leaft  one   third  part,  of  tho.  publick  ex  pence 

*  yearly,  taking  one  year  with  another  :  The  land 
'  taxes  that  have  been  ruifed  within  theie  forty  years, 

*  will,  1  am  convinced,  amount  to  one  rhird  part 
'  of  the  whole  money  that  has  been  raifed  within 

*  that  time,    for  the  public  ufe.     Befides     which, 

*  the  land-holders  have  contributed  their  full   ihare 

*  to   every   other  tax  that  has   been  laid  upon  the 

*  people.     How  iniquitous,  how  unjuft  is  this,  to 

*  make  a  hundredth  part  of  our  people  pay,  by 
'  means  of  or.e  tax  which  falls  upon  them  only,  a 

*  third  part  of  the   public  expsnce,  befides    their 

*  fhare  of  all  other  taxes  :  But  this  is  not  all ;  even 
'  among  the  landed  gentlemen  themfclves,  how  un- 

*  equally  is  the  land  tax  divided  ?    There  are  fome 

*  whofe  eftates  are  rated  to  the  land  tax  at  the  full 

*  value,  they  pay  a  fhilling  in  the  pjund  for  every 

*  fhilling  land  tax  that  is  laid  on  ^  there  are  others 
^  whofe  eftates  are  rated  to  the  land  tax   at  about 

*  a  half  only  of  the  real  value  ;  they  pay  but  a  fix=- 
'  pence,  when  their  neighbours  pay  a  fhilling;  and 

*  there  are  a  great  many  who  pay  but  a  groat 
'  becaufe  their  lands  are  rated  to  the  land  tax,  but 

*  at  one  third  of  the  real  value.  How  can  this  be 
'  reconciled  to  that  juftice  and  equality  v/hich  ought 

*  to  be  obferved,  as  to  the  impofing  of  taxes  upon 
^  the  people  ? 

'  Suppoiing,  my  Lords,  that  we  could  make  e- 

*  very  man  contribute  to  the  public  annual   charge, 

*  according  to  the  rents  or  the  profits  he  has  yearly 
'  coming  in  from  his  eftate,  or  from  his  trade  and 
'  bufinefs  ;  this,  indeed,  would  be  the   moft  equi- 

*  table  way  of  laying  on  taxes,  if  it  could  be  done  ; 
'  but  even  in  this  view  we  fhall  find,  that  the  land- 

*  ed  interefl  has,  for  thefe  forty  years,  by  means  of 
«  the  land  tax  only,  paid  near  twice  their  propor- 
^  tional  fliare.  The  lands  of  England  were  never 
'  reckoned  to  bring  in  above  ten  millions  a  year, 

*  according  to  the  rates  of  the  land  tax ;  but   be- 
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caufe  they  may  be  undervalued,  we  fhall  reckon 

that  they  bring  in   twenty   millions  a    year  :  We 

muil  however  from  thence  dedudt  what  is  paid 

'  yearly  by  the  landed  gentlemen,  for  the  intereft  of 

*  the  mortgages  upon  their  eflates,  for  repairs  and 
'  the  like,  and  what  they  lofe  by  the  bankruptcy  of 

*  their  tenants  ;  it  has  always  been   computed,  that 

*  the  mortgages  upon  the  land  eilatesin  England  a- 
'  mout  to  20,000,000/.  the  intereft  of  this  fum  at 
'   p^per  cent,  is  one  million  yearly  ;  and  allowing  that 

*  all  the  other  dedudions  amount  to  another  million, 
'  we  cannot  reckon  the  income  of  rents  of  all  the 
^  land-holders  in  England  to  amount  to  above  18 

*  millions  a  year.  The  v/hole  people  of  this  nation 
'  at  the  lowed  computation  are  reckoned  ro  amount 

*  to  8  millions  *,  of  thefe  there  is  a  hundredth  part, 
'  that  is  SOjOOo,  that  are  land-holders  -,  but  admit- 
'   ting  their  number  to  be  100,000,  there  muft  then 

*  be  7,900,000  perfons  in  this  nation,  thLir  have  no 

*  land  eftate  j  and  fuppoflng  them  to  fpend  in  a 
'  year  in  viduals,  drink,  clothes,  diverfions  and  all 
'  incident  charges,  but  12  /.  a  year,  one  with  ano- 
'  ther,  which  1  am   fure  is  the  lowefl  computation 

*  that  can  be  made  ;  their  yearly  exoence,  and  con- 
'  fequently  their  yearly  income,  will  amount  to  very 
^  near  95  millions,  which  is  above  five  times  the  in- 

*  come  of  the  landed  interefb.  And  yet  we  nave  been 
'  fo  unjuil,  as  to  make  the  landed  intereft  pay  for 
'  above  thefe  40  years,  a   tax  which    is  laid  upon 

*  them  only,  and  which  has  amounted  to  at  leaft  a 
'  third  of  the  whole  public  expence,  befiues  their 

*  equal  fhare  of  all  other  taxes. 

*•  This  unequal  load,  which  has  fo  long  been  laid 
^  upon  the  landed  intereft  of  this  kingdom,  is  tiie 
'  more  grievous,  that  many  of  our  landed  el^ates  are 

*  heavily  loaded  with  mortgages  •,  there  are  many 
'  landed  gentlemen  in  this  nation  who  have  die  ap- 
^  pearance  of  a  great  eftate,  and  vet  have  but  a  poor 
'  refidue  coming  in  for  the  fupport  of  their  f.imiiies, 
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'  after  the   intereft  upon    their  mortgages,  and  the 

*  taxes  are  all   paid  :  Let   us   confider,  my  Lords, 

*  that  by  laying  an  additional  ihilling  upon  the  land, 

*  we  perhaps  take  from  many  gentlemen  in  Britain 

*  the  only  lupport  they  have  left  for  their  poor  fami- 

*  lies.     The  gentlemen  of  land  eftates  are  generally 

*  of  old  families,  their  families  have  perhaps  for 

*  many  years  been  confiderable  in  the  countries  where 

*  they  live,  they  muft  maintain  the  charader  and 
'  the  dignity  of  their  families,  they  muft   provide 

*  large  fortunes  for  their  children, or  they  muft  charge 

*  their  eftates  with  new  mortgages  for  that  purpofe. 

*  By  continuing  thus  to  overcharge  them,  we  fhall 

*  make  them  all  become  dependent  upon  the  crown  \ 
^  this  will  add  a  power  to  the  crown  that  we 
'  ought  to  be  much  more  afraid  of,  than  of  adding 
'  a  few  neceflfary  officers  for  colledling  the  public 
^  revenue.  Upon  confidering  thefe  things,  my 
'  Lords,  we  may  eafily  judge  which  is  the  moft  ini- 

*  quitous,  which  is  the  moft  dangerous,  a  high  land- 

*  tax,  or  this  duty  upon  fait.  Whoever  confiders 
^  thefe  things,  muft  foon  refolve  to  agree  to  the  bill 

*  now  before  us.' 

After  thefe  and  feveral  other  fpeeches  were  made 
upon  this  occafion,  the  queftion  was  put  for  com- 
mitting the  bill,  and  it  was  carried  for  the  com- 
mitting thereof,  40  againft  25. 

Upon  the  29th  day  of  Marcb^  the  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  on  the  fait  bill,  the  right  honourable  the 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury  prefented  a  petition  from  feveral 
merchants,  mafters  and  owners  of  Ihips,  &c,  in  the 
town  of  Liverpool^  fetting  forth,  that  the  reviving  of 
the  fait  tax  would  be  a  very  great  prejudice  to  them 
in  their  trade  and  fifhery,  and  particularly  that  the 
importation  of  herrings  from  Scotland  would  be  the 
ruin  of  that  trade  among  them,  by  which  a  great 

many 
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many  poor  families,  who  then  lived  by  that  trade, 
would  be  brought  upon  the  parifh. 

Immediately  after  the  reading  of  this  petition,  the 
right  honourable  the  Lord  Delawar  prefented  a  pe- 
tion  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  moft 
confiderable  merchants  of  the  fame  town  of  Liver- 
pool, reprefenting  that  they  had  been  informed,  that 
upon  the  29th  of  that  month,  being  Sunday^  feveral 
perfons  had  privately  and  clandeftinely  figned  a  pe- 
tition to  be  prefented  to  their  Lordfhips,  againft  re- 
viving  the  fait  duty  *,  but  that  they  were  of  opinion, 
that  neither  the  reviving  of  that  duty,  nor  any  claufe 
in  the  bill  that  had  been  brought  in  for  that  purpofe, 
could  be  prejudicial  to  them,  or  to  any  perfon  in  that 
town,  or,  as  they  believed,  in  any  other  part  of 
England^  and  that  therefore  they  would  mofl:  readily 
and  willingly  acquiefce  in  whatever  their  Lordfhips 
fhould  pleafe  to  do  in  that  affair.  Whereupon  the 
firft  petition  was  rejedted. 

After  which  the  Earl  of  Shaft ejbury  moved,  that 
there  might  bean  inftrudion  to  the  committee  for  re- 
ceiving a  claufe.  That  fait  employed  in  the  improve- 
ment of  land  fhould  be  exempted  from  paying  any 
duty;  upon  which  the  question  being  put,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  74  againit  2 1 . 

The  Lord  Gower  moved  for  an  inflrudion,  that 
fait  imployed  in  vidualling  of  fhips  fhould  be  ex- 
empted from  the  duty  ;  which  was  alfo  carried  in 
the  negative,  'js  againfl  21. 

And  the  Lord  Bathurft  moved  for  an  inflrudlion. 
That  no  fait  officer  fhould  be  a  returning  officer,  or 
have  any  vote  at,  or  be  allowed  to  intermeddle  fo  as 
to  influence  the  eledlion  of  any  member  of  Parlia- 
ment y  which  was  likewife  carried  in  the  ne^  Live, 
71  againft  21, 

Then 
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Then  it  was  moved  to  adjourn,  which  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  71  againft  21. 

After  this  the  bill  was  read  diftindly  throughout, 
by  which  time  it  being  fix  o'clock,  it  was  thought 
too  late  to  enter  upon  the  debate,  and  therefore  it 
was  adjourned  till  next  day. 

Next  day  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  again  into  a 
committee  upon  the  faid  bill,  when  the  right  honour- 
able the  Lord  Carteret  moved.  That  the  laft  claufe 
of  the  a6l  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary^ 
in  titled,  An  a^  for  granting  to  their  Majefties  certain 
rates  and  duties  upon  falt^  and  upon  beer^  ale^  and  other 
liquors^  for fecuring  certain  recompences^  &c.  might  be 
•  read  -,  and  the  lame  being  accordingly  read,  he  mo- 
ved. That  the  opinion  of  the  judges  might  be  afked, 
Qiiefiion  Whether  or  no  that  claufe  was  revived  by  the  bill 
p^a^/  ^  ^^^en  before  them  ?  But  it  being  infifted  upon  by  fe- 
veral  Lords,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  put  the  que- 
ilion  in  thofe  terms,  becaufe  that  claufe  never  having 
been  repealed,  it  was  not  therefore  necefTary  to  re- 
vive it  by  any  exprefs  claufe  for  that  purpofe  in  the 
bill  then  before  them ;  after  fome  debate  about  the 
form  and  method  of  dating  the  queftion,  it  was  a- 
greed  to  be  put  to  the  eifed  as  follows,  viz.  Whe- 
ther  any  member  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  could 
diredily  or  indirectly  be  concerned  in  the  farming, 
collefting,  or  managing  the  duties  to  be  revived  by 
the  bill  then  before  them  ?  To  which  the  anfwer  was, 
That  they  could  not.  In  this  committee  many  ex- 
cellent fpeeches  both  for  and  againft  the  bill  were 
made,  and  the  queftion  being  afterwards  put  for 
reading  it  a  third  time,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 79  againft  26. 

Bill  read  a      Ncxt  day  the  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
thirj  time,  time,  whereupon  there  was  again  a  warm  debate, 

and 
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and  moft  eloquent  fpeeches  made  upon  both  fides  of 
the  queftion  :  Particularly  the  Lord  Carteret  faid  j 

*  That  that  being  the  laft  opportunity  he  fhould Lord  Cjr/<?« 
probably  have  of  offering  any  thing  againft  that theL^oa. * 
bill,  he  could  not  let  that  opportunity  flip  without 
declaring  his  opinion  againll  a  bill,  which  was,  as 
he  thought,  the  worfl  bill  that  had  ever  been 
brought  before  that  houfe.  It  was,  he  faid,  a  niofl 
infidious  bill ;  there  was  a  fnake  in  the  grafs, 
which,  if  they  did  not  crufh,  would,  if  he  might: 
be  allowed  to  ufe  fcriptu re- terms,  bruife  the  heel  of 
the  conrtitution,  and  conlequently  of  their  Lord- 
fhips.  That  he  would  not  repeat  what  he  had  be- 
fore faid,  but  he  thought  he  had  proved,  that  it 
v/as  contrary  to  the  intereil  of  En 0^ land,  contrary 
to  the  intereil  of  Scotland:,  deflrudive  to  the  land 
intereft ;  deftrudtive  to  the  trading  interefl;  and, 
what  was  word  of  all,  that  it  would  ruin  the  con- 
ftitucion.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  '  That  there  was  no  ar-  AmVe? 

*  gument  that  had  been  brought  for  proving  any  ^^*"^'^' 
'  thing  againfl  the  bill,  but  w^hat  had  been  fully  an- 

*  fwered  and  refuted  :  That  if  there  was  any  Ihake 

*  in  the  grafs,  it  was  in  the  oppofition  that  had 
'  been  made  to  that  bill ;  for  that  there  had  been  no 

*  reafon  publicly  given,  that  could  give  any  colour 
'  or  pretence  for  making  fo  flrong  an  oppofition  to 
'  that  bill,  which  in  its  own  nature  was  one  of  the 

*  moil  jull,  one  of  the  mod  compaiTionate,  and  one 
'  of  the  mofl  neceffary  bills,  that  had  ever  been 
'  brought  before  that  houie  :  That  the  very  defiga 

*  of  that  bill  was  to  preferve  the  land  interefl,  with- 

*  out  the  preferving  of  which,  neither  our  trade  nor 

*  our  conilitution  could  long  fubfift.' 

At  lafl  the  queflion  was  put  for  pafBng  the  bill, 
whieh  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

When 
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Proteftsa-  When  the  Lords  were  to  go  into  the  committee 
hT^thfhi'"  "P^"  ^^^^^  ^^^^'  ^^^  following  protefts  were  entered 
firuaions"   again  (I  the  feveral  negative  relblutions  then  made, 

viz. 

Die  Mercurii^  2  g  Mar  tit,  iy32, 

TH  E  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  houfe 
to  be  put  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
upon  the  bill,  intitled,  ^n  a£l  for  reviving  the  duties 
on  fait  for  the  term  therein  mentioned  : 

Moved^  That  it  be  an  inflrudion  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee, that  they  do  receive  a  claufe  to  exempt  all 
fait  ufed  for  manuring  of  land  from  the  duties  laid 
by  the  laid  bill. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon  \  and 
it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Diffentient, 
Abingdon, 

BEcaufe  it  has  been  found  by  experience,  during 
the  time  the  duties  upon  fait  were  taken  off, 
that  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  kingdom  by  ufing  fait  in  manuring  of 
land  ;  but  by  the  revival  of  thofe  duties,  without  the 
provifion  defigned  by  this  inflruflion,  there  muil  be 
a  total  flop  put  to  all  improvements  of  that  nature  : 
and  we  are  convinced,  that  in  a  few  years  the  lands 
of  England  might  have  been  raifed,  by  the  ufe  of 
this  manure,  more  than  double  what  this  tax  will 
produce  to  the  government.  And  we  apprehend, 
this  is  a  very  improper  time  to  check  the  induftry 
of  the  people,  and  prevent  their  domeflic  improve- 
ments ;  fince,  we  fear,  the  national  wealth  is  not 
likely  to  be  increafed  at  this  time  by  any  foreign 
commerce. 

Scarfs 
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Scar/dale, 

JVarrington^  {ham^ 

Winchelfea  and  Notting- 

Coventry\ 

Bridgewater^ 

Carterety 
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Strafford,  Shafteshury^ 

Boyle,  Litchfield, 

Bathurft,  Suffolk^ 

Majhamj  Gower, 

Northarapton,  Tweedaky 

Briftol,  Ker, 


Moved,  That  it  be  an  inftru6lion  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee, that  they  do  receive  a  claufe  to  exempt,  from 
the  duties  laid  by  the  bill,  all  home-made  faltufed 
in  vidlualling  of  fhips. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon  ; 
and  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

DlJJentient, 
F/^y?,T>Ecaufe  the  duties  to  be  laid  by  this  bill,  on 
-L^  all  home-made  fait  ufed  in  vidlualling  of 
fhips,  increafe  the  expence  of  the  royal  navy,  and  is 
a  heavy  burden  upon  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
•kingdom,  and  will  very  fenfibly  afFcc5l  the  merchants, 
already  under  great  difficulties,  by  reafon  of  the  decay 
of  trade,  and  the  many  grievous  loflesthey  have  fuf^ 
tained,  and  hardships  they  have  undergone  by  de- 
predations, feizures,  and  confifcations,  too  feverely 
felt  by  moft  of  the  traders  of  Great  Britain,  and  too 
publicly  known,  to  be  doubted  of. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  this  duty  upon  our  home*made 
fait,  muft  occafion  many  of  our  merchants  to  vidiual 
their  fhips  abroad,  to  the  diminution  of  the  national 
wealth,  and  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  landed  in- 
tereft  of  this  kingdom. 

Strafford,  Scar/dale,       Litchfield, 

Winchelfea  and  I^otting-     Shaftesbury^  Bridgewater, 
^weedale,  (ham,     Boyle,  Gower, 

Suffolk,  Coventry,       Mafham, 

Brifiol,  Bathurfl,         Warrington, 

Kery  Carteret,       Northampton^ 

Abingdon^ 

Moved, 
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Moved^  That  it  be  an  infl:ru(ftion  to  the  fame 
committee,  that  they  do  receive  a  cJaufe  to  reftrain 
any  perfon,  during  the  time  he  fhall  be  concerned, 
or  employed  in  the  charging,  colleding,  levying,  or 
managing  any  of  the  duties  to  be  granted  by  the  bilJ, 
from  being  a  returning  officer,  or  voting,  or  influ- 
encing any  eledor  to  vote  in  eledions  of  members  to 
ferve  in  Parliament. 

After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon  % 
and  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Dljfentient. 

Abingdon. 
■^^^^TJEcaufe  the  officers  employed  in  the  cuftoms, 

X)  in  the  excife,  in  other  branches  of  the  re- 
venues, and  in  other  parts  of  the  public  fervices,  are 
already  vaftly  numerous ;  they  compofe,  in  efFed,  a 
fecond  (landing  army  ;  and  are,  perhaps,  in  fome  re* 
fpedls  more  dangerous  than  that  body  of  men  proper- 
ly fo  called ;  the  influence  which  they  have  in  e]e6lions 
of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  has  been  too  often 
felt,  to  be  denied  :  And,  we  prefume,  that  examples 
are  not  hard  to  find,  where  the  military  forces  have 
been  withdrawn,  to  create  the  appearance  of  a  free 
elediion,  and  the  ftanding  civil  forces  of  this  kind, 
have  been  fent  to  take  this  freedom  away.  Should 
we  fuff^er  this  invafion  on  the  freedom  of  eledion  to 
continue,  much  more  to  increafe,  it  will  be  eafy,  in 
our  opinion,  to  demonftrate,  that  one  vital  principle 
of  our  prefent  confliitution,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
Britijh  government,  mufl:  be  lofl:,  fmce  the  houfe  of 
commons  might,  indeed,  afterwards  be  a  reprefenta- 
tive  of  an  adminifl:ration,  or  of  one  Angle  minifter  ; 
but  could  no  longer  be  a  true  reprefentative  of  the 
people.  We  think  ourfelves  obliged  therefore  to 
oppofe  the  growth  of  fo  great  an  evil  upon  every 
occafion  ;  and  we  apprehend,  that  every  increafe 
of  fuch  officers  of  the  revenue,  as  this  bill  imports, 

is. 
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is,  ftriclly,  fuch  an  occailon  ;  and  therefore  we 
think  the  inftru(5Lion  Tnould  have  been  agreed  to, 
that  we  might  not  add  to  that  evil,  which,  we  con- 
ceive, is  already  too  great. 

Secondly^  Becaufe  from  the  very  inflitution  of  Par- 
liaments, at  lead  from  the  time  when  they  began  to 
be  compofed  and  held  in  the  manner,  and  for  all  the 
purpofes  they  now  are,  the  principal  aim  of  the  ene- 
mies of  public  liberty  has  been,  to  enable  the  crown 
to  govern  without  them,  or  to  corrupt  their  mem- 
bers, or  to  dellroy  the  freedom  of  their  eledtions. 
From  the  fame  time  we  may  date  the  conibnt  care 
which  has  been  taken  by  the  friends  of  public  liber- 
ty, to  ward  off  thofe  feveral  dangers ;  and  the  lavvs 
which  appear  in  ourftatute  books,  for  regulating*  e- 
lecftions  for  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  as  well 
as  the  qualification  of  the  eledors,  and  the  tlzdczd^ 
are  ftanding  monuments,  which  Ihew  how  early  thole 
dangers  began,  and  that  the  oppofuion  to  them  be- 
gan as  early.  The  form  of  our  government,  as  \t 
has  been  fettled  fince  the  revolution,  leaves  no  longer 
room  to  apprehend  the  firfl:  attempts  mentioned  : 
The  wifdom  of  this  houfe  has  feemvid,  by  rejefting 
the  psnfion  bill  three  times  fucce{rively,to  think  the 
laws  already  in  force  fufiicient  to  prevent  the  fe- 
cond.  But  the  third  muil,  in  our  opinion,  be  looked 
upon  to  be  a  growing  danger,  and  to  require  ex- 
treme watchfulnefs  againft  the  confequenccs  of  it,  as 
long  as  die  many  heavy  taxes,  and  the  prefent  ma- 
nagement of  the  public  revenues  keep  in  all  parts  of 
the  nation,  fuch  an  exorbitant  number  of  re^ceivers, 
fupervifors,  colleclors,  and  other  tax-gatherers,who 
are  maintained  by  the  people,  but  are  folely  diredled 
by  the  treafury.  The  ftate  of  property,  and  the  na- 
ture of  tenures  antiently,  the  real  as  well  as  pretended 
prerogatives  in  times  more  modern,  gave  to  the 
crown,  among  other  influences,  a  very  great  one  in 
the  ele^ions  of  members  of  Parliament  :  Thanks  be 

to 
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to  God,  and  to  the  virtue  of  our  forefathers,  this 
Itate  of  property  is  altered,  thefe  tenures  are  abo- 
liihed,  and  thefe  prerogatives  are  either  taken  away 
or  limited,  defined  and  fixed  by  law;  there  will  re- 
main therefore  no  means  of  deftroying  the  freedom 
of  eledions,  except  thofe  of  corruption,  which,  we 
hope,  may  be  render'd  ineffectual  by  the  law  to  which 
this  houfe  confented  two  fefTions  ago,  to  the  intire 
fatisfa6tion  of  the  whole  nation  *,  unlefs  the  dangers 
we  are  apprehenfive  of  Ihould  arife,  by  eflablifhing 
fuch  augmentations  of  the  number  of  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  revenue,  without  reflri6lions  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  returning  officers,  or  voting, 
or  influencing  any  eledor  or  vote,  in  future  eledlions, 

^hirdly^  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  that  if  fuch  aug- 
mentations, without  the  aforefaid  cautions,  are  fuf- 
fered  to  be  made,  greater  danger  will  arile,  from 
this  new  influence,  to  the  freedom  of  eledion,  and 
by  confequence  to  the  conftitution  of  our  govern- 
ment, than  ever  did  arife  when  prerogative  was  car- 
ried to  the  utmoft  height,  and  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  the  mofl  feverely  felt  and  complained  of. 
We  apprehend,  that  this  exorbitant  number  of  offi- 
cers may,  one  time  or  other,  effect  the  deflru6lion 
of  thofe  liberties,  for  the  prefervation  of  which  the 
taxes  were  given,  which  thefe  officers  are  employed 
to  colle6t.  We  apprehend,  that  by  confenting  to 
the  increafe  of  thefe  officers,  without  reflridion,  we 
fhall  contribute  to  fuch  an  influence  as  may  prove 
more  fatal  to  liberty  than  any  of  thofe  which  were 
formerly  acquired  ;  becaufe  it  will  be  the  effedb  of  a 
Parliamentary  eflablifhment,  and  will  make  its  way 
the  more  furely,  by  making  it,  indiredly,  fecretly, 
and  filently. 

Strafford^  Scarfdale,  Shaftesbury, 

Warrington^         Briftol^  Bathurfi, 

Litchfield^  Boyle^  Suffolk, 

Coventry^ 
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Coventry^  Mafham^                           Brtdgewater^ 

'T'weedak^  Winchelfea  and  Notting-    Ker, 

GoweVy  Carteret^              {ham^    Northampton, 

And  upon  pafllng  of  this  bill,  the  following  pro-Protefta- 
teft  was  entered.  th"bur^'"^ 

'Die  Veneris^  o,\  Martii^   1732. 

HO  DIE  3^  vice   led:a  eft  biila/intitled,  Ayi 
aol  for  reviving  the  duties  on  falt^  for  the  term 
therein  mentioned. 

After  debate^  the  queftion  was  put.   Whether  this 
bill  ihall  pafs. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative^ 

Dijfentient, 
Abingdon, 
Firfty'T\^C2Mtt  this  tax  hath  been  found,  by  long 
J|3  experience,  to  be  moft  grievous  to  the  fub-- 
ject  •,  ior  which  reafon  the  Parliament  lately,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  his  Majefty  from  the  throne^ 
chofe  to  repeal  this,  as  the  moft  oppreflive  part  of 
the  finkmg  fund,  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of  the  fub- 
jccl.  It  may  therefore  feem  very  extraordinary, 
that  in  fo  fhort  time,  before  the  people  have  received 
much  benefit  from  it,  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  with- 
out any  nccelTity  (chat  appears  to  us)  and  when  the 
fuppiy  might  be  raifed  with  lefs  charge  and  inconve* 
nience,  wiihin  the  year,  we  fhould  have  recourfe  to 
a  tax  too  odious  and  opprelTive  to  be  continued,  even 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

Secondly^  Becaufe  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  the 
Parliament  would  not  have  cut  off  fuch  a  branch  of 
the  finking  fund  (which  has  been  efteemed  fo  facred 
and  necefTary)  if  it  could  have  been  thoifght,  that  it 
could  ever  have  been  applied  to  any  other  ufe  5  and 

Vol.  X.  T  it 
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it  may  give  caufe  to  apprehend,  that  the  reft  of  the 
finking  fund  may,  by  the  fame  means^  and  to  the 
fame  purpofes,  be  occalionally  diminiflied,  till  it  is 
reduced  too  low  to  fatisfy  the  public  creditors,  and 
difcharge  the  immenfe  debts  of  the  nation  ;  which 
opinion  (if  it  fhould  once  prevail)  would  effedlually 
deftroy  the  public  credit,  and  involve  the  King  and 
kingdom  in  inextricable  difEculcies. 

'Thirdly^  Becaufe  this  tax,  inftead  of  being  applied 
to  the  paying  of  our  debts,  occafions  the  increafe  of 
them  ;  and  inilead  of  raifing  the  fupply  v/ithin  the 
year,  (which  is  always  mod  eligible,  even  in  time  of 
war,  if  it  can  be  done  -,  and  which  method,  if  it  had 
been  taken  at  firft  and  purfued,  had  left  the  nation 
free  and  unincumbered  to  us  and  our  poller ity)  we 
now  mortgage  the  revenue  in  time  of  peace,  and  for 
a  term  of  years,  though  but  a  fhort  one,  but  what  the 
people,  notwichftanding,  may  apprehend  will  be  con- 
tinued, and  be  made  a  precedent  in  all  fupplies  for 
the  future :  which  method  of  anticipating  the  reve- 
nue, muft  neceflarily  weaken  the  government,  by 
depriving  it  of  the  means  neceflary  for  its  fu^port, 
in  cafe  of  any  fudden  emergency  of  war/  or  other 
public  calamity  ;  and,  in  confequence,  throw  all 
the  weight  of  the  public  expence  upon  the  landed  in- 
tereil,  which  will  pay  dear  for  the  relief  of  one  fhil- 
ling  in  the  pound  only  in  this  year's  land  tax. 

Fourthly^  Becaufe  it  is  liable  to  frauds  and  great 
dedu6lions,  which  make  the  real  produce  into  the 
Exchequer  little,  though  it  raifes  much  upon  the  peo- 
ple, and  is  a  great  difcouragement  to  the  fifhery,  a 
burden  upon  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom. 

Fifthly y  Becaufe,  it  is  not  only  a  great  burden  to 
the  land  eftates,  and  particularly  to  the  grazing- 
farms,  but  even  a  prohibition  to  all  improvements  of 
land  in  thofe  parts  where  fait  is  ufcd  for  manure. 

Sixthly^ 
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Sixthly^  Bscaufe  as  this  exclfe  is  propofed  without 
iany  apparent  neceflity  or  convenience  to  the  public, 
or  even  any  real  advantage  (as  is  iuggefled)  to  the 
landed  intereft,  it  mufi  necelTarily  create  a  jealoufy 
in  the  people,  that  it  is  a  ftep  and  introdu6lion  to  a 
more  general  one,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
odious  and  dreaded,  but  a  (landing  army,  that  muft 
necefTarily  attend  the  execution  of  it. 

Seventhly^  Becaufe  Scotland  being  charged  Only 
with  one  fhilling  per  bufhel  on  fait,  which  is  not  a 
third  part  of  the  duty,  introduceth  an  inequality  in 
trade,  contrary  to  that  which  feems  eftablifhed  by 
the  articles  of  the  Union,  and  tends  to  the  keeping 
up  invidious  diftindlions  between  the  two  parts  of 
the  united  kingdom  :  It  may  juftly  be  doubted,  if 
the  exemption  from  this  duty  at  the  time  of  the  U- 
nion,  is  a  fufHcient  reafon  for  the  like  now,  fmce 
the  duty  was  appropriated  to  the  debts  of  England 
contracted  before,  and  is  now  revived  for  the  current 
fervice  of  this  year  ;  yet,  under  the  appearance  of 
favour,  the  people  of  5<r^//t^;2i  will,  at  lead,  pay  in 
three  years,  the  full  fum  of  24,672  /.  for  the  faving 
of  the  one  fhilling  in  the  land  tax,  in  the  current 
year,  amounting  to  lefs  than  12,000/.  So  i\i2LtScot^ 
land^  inftead  of  being  eafed  by  this  bill,  is  doubly- 
loaded,  and  reftrained  in  her  trade,  upon  account 
of  this  diftindlion,  and  all  the  bounties  upon  expor- 
tation, payable  now  there  by  law,  are  rendered  pre- 
carious ;  and  confequently  this  tax  fhould  notj  in  our 
opinions,  kive  been  impofed. 

Eighthly^  Becaufe  the  fubjeds  are  laid  under  grie- 
vous penalties  by  this  bill  ;  the  incurring  of  which 
cannot,  in  many  cafes,  be  prevented,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  flridleft  care ;  whereby  the  mod  innocent 
may  be  fubjeded  to  the  difcretion  and  mercy  of  the 
commifTioners  and  officers  of  the  revenue,  wherein 
the  greateft  partiality  may  be  exercifed, 

T  2  Ninthly^ 
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Ninthly^  Becaufe  all  taxes  which  require  a  multi- 
tude of  officers  to  be  employed  in  colledling  them, 
and  which  give  thereby,  both  occafion  and  pretence 
to  quarter  numbers  of  ufelefs  fubjecls  on  the  labour 
and  induftry  of  others,  become  fo  chargeable  and 
oppreffive,  that  they  are  hardly  borne  in  the  mod  ar- 
bitrary governments  ;  and  that  they  feem  repugnant 
to  the  very  nature  of  a  government  conftituted  like 
ours.  The  fole  expence  of  levying  this  tax,  added 
to  the  intereft  which  mud  be  paid  for  loans  made 
on  the  credit  of  it,  will  appear,  on  a  fair  calcula- 
tion, fufficient  to  difcharge,  in  a  competent  number 
of  years,  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  v/hole  fum 
for  which  the  fupply  is  given.  In  point  of  good 
hufbandry  therefore,  we  think,  that  a  tax  of  this 
nature  fhould  be  reje61:ed  in  any  country,  where  rea- 
fon  is  not  fubdued  by  force,  and  where  private  will 
has  not  been  yet  received  for  law.  But  in  a  limited 
monarchy,  like  this  of  Great  Britain^  where  the 
powers  of  the  conftitution  are  divided  and  balanced, 
and  yet  the  whole  executive  power  is  intruded  to 
the  prince,  we  apprehend,  that  thefe  frequent  and 
great  augmentations  of  the  number  of  officers  ap- 
pointed, dire6led  and  paid  by  the  authority  of  the 
crown,  though  employed  in  colleding  and  managing 
revenues,  which  are  no  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
crown,  ought  to  be  efteemed  dangerous  to  public 
liberty  -,  and  for  that  fuperior  reafon  to  be  eternally 
avoided. 


Bridgewater^ 

^weedale^ 

Scar/dale^ 

Shaftejbury^ 

Slrafford, 

JVarrington^ 

Carteret^ 

Northampton^ 

Litchfield, 

Bathurfi^ 

Gou^ery 

Tadcajiery 

Coventry^ 

Ker, 

Brijiol. 

Winchelfea  and  Nottifighamy 

Penfionbiii  "We  gavc  an  account  before  of  the  penfion  bill's 
houfeVf  ^  having  been  paffed  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
lords.  ^  ordered 
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ordered  to  be  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords. 
That  bill  was  accordingly  carried  up,  and  having 
been  read  the  firfl  time  in  that  houfe  upon  the  17th 
day  of  February^  a  warm  debate  enfued. 

After  reading  the  bill,  the  Lord  Delawar  flood  Lord  De-^ 
up,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows.    '  My  Lords,  fp^cV 
'  I  find  that  the   bill  which  has  been  now  read  to 

*  your  Lordfhips,  is  to  the  very  fame  purpofe,  and 
'  almoft  in  the  very  fame  words  with  that  which  has 
'  already  been  twice  refufed  by  your  Lordfhips  ; 
'  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  look  upon  the  fending 

*  up   of  fuch  a  bill  as  an   indignity  offered  to  this 

*  houfe,  for  which  reafon  I  muft  be  of  opinion,  that 
'  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejedled.' 

The  Earl  oi  Strafford  fpoke  to  tlie  following  ef-  Earl  of 
fe6b.     '  It  is  very  true,  my  Lords,  that  a  bill  to  the  j?'"^^/"^''^'^ 
'  fame  purport,  and  almoft  in  the  very  fame  words  ^"^^  ' 
'  with  the  bill  now  before  us,  has  been  twice  fent 
'  up,  and  as  often   refufed   by  this  houfe  :  But  we 

*  muft  remember  that  the  bill  never  came  the  length 
'  of  a  committee.  If  your  LordHiips  had  1  aft  year 
'  thought  fit  to  take  the  bill  then  fent  to  you,  under 
'  your  confideration  in  a  committee,  the  feveral 
'  claufes  thereof  would  have  been  particularly  exa- 
'  mined,  and  it  would  have  been  known  what  were 
'  the  claufes  or  words  which  your  Lordfliips  took 
'  exception  to  ;  but  as  no  fuch  thing  was  done,  the 

*  gentlemen  of  the  other  houfe  could  not  know  how 
'  to  amend  the  bill,  or  what  alterations  they  fhould 
'  make :    for  which  reafon  I   muft  think  that  the 

*  fending  up  of  this  bill  in  the  fame  words  wqth  the 

*  former,  is  fhewing  the  utmoft  refpe61:  to  this  houfe, 

*  by  leaving  it  intirely  to  your  Lordfhips  to  alter 
'  and  amend  the  bill  in  fuch  manner  as   you   fhall 

*  judge  proper. 

*  Corruption,  my  Lords,  is  an  evil  that  has  been 
^  always  thought  to  be  of  a  moft  pernicious  confe- 

T  3  '  que  nee. 
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*  quence,  and  therefore  there  have  been  many  adls 
^  of  Parliament  made  for  preventing  it :  In  the  very 

*  ad:  of  fettlement  there  is  a  claufe  for  this  end  ;   in 

*  the  reign  of  Queen  j^nne  there  were  feveral  regula- 
^  tions  made  for  the  fame  purpofe ;  and  in  the  very 

*  firil  Parliament  of  his  late  Majefty,  there  was  an 

*  ad:  made  for  preventing  the  effeds   of  this  dan- 

*  gerous  evil.     This  fhews,  that  the  bringing  in  of 

*  fuch  bills  as  the   bill   now   before  us,  was  never 

*  thought  to  be  doing  any  injury  to  the  crown;  on 
^  the  contrary,  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  crown 

*  depends  upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  mem- 
f  bers  of  Parliament,  and  therefore  we  can  never 

*  prefume  that  the  crown  will  be  againfl  any  mea- 
'  fure  that  can  be  propofed  for  prevendng  any  illegal 

and  corrupt  influence  upon  any  of  the  members 
of  either  houfe.     One  deflgn  of  bringing  this  bill 
f  ip,  and  palTing  it  in  the  other  houft,  was  to  wipe 

*  off  any  fufpicion  of  corj  uption,  that  there  might  be 

*  againft  them  :  Do  not  let  us,  my  Lords,  deprive 

*  them  of  the  only  means:  they  have  of  convincing 
'  the  world,  that  there  is  no  fqch  thing  among  them. 
'  If  there  be  any  word,  if  there  be  any  ci.iuf.  in  this 
'  bill,  that  mayfeem  to  be  of  bad  confequence,  your 

*  Lordfhips  may  amend  it,  or  you  may  leave  it  out. 

*  An  objedion  againft  any  particular  claufe,  may 
^  be  a  reafon  for  altering  or  amending  the  bill,  bu£ 
'  it  never  can  be  a  reafon  for  throwing  it  out  aUo- 

*  gether ;  I  fliall  therefore   be,  my  Lords,  for  or- 

*  dering  it  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  that  we  may 
■^  have  an  opportunity  of  confidering  it  ferioufly, 

*  and  making  fuch  amendments  as  ihall  be  thought 

*  proper.* 

vifcount^        Xhe  Vifcount  Falmouth  faid  in  fubflance  ;  *  My 
fpeech^  ^  *  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  us  bears  a  very  fpecrous 

*  title  or  preamble  ;  from  the  firft  view  thereof  one 
*•  would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  fomething  very 
^  beneficial  for  this  nation  were  intended  ;  but  upon 


< 
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*  a  more   ferious  perufal,  we  find,  that  at  bottom 

*  there  is  really  nothing  intended,  that  can  in  the 

*  lead  contribute  to  the  pubhc  good.    We  all  know, 

*  my  Lords,  how  fome  motions  come  to  be  made, 

*  and  how  fome  bills  come  to  be  brought  into  the 
'  other  houfe.     Such  bills  as  this  now  before  us,  are 

*  often  brought  in  by  lVould'he-?7tiniJierSy  that  is,  by 

*  gentlemen  who  affe6t  popularity,   and  fet  them- 

*  felves  up  as  prote(5lors  of  the  liberties  of  the  pe'o- 

*  pie,  and  under  that  pretence  encourage  and  pro- 

*  mote  fadion  and  difcontent,  in  order  thereby  to 

*  raife  themfelves  to  be  the  chief  men  in  the  admini- 

*  ftration  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  nation.     I  fhall 

*  always  be  ready  to  join  in  any  reafonable  meafures 
'  for  infaring  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
'  people  \  and  if  any  attempts  were  making  againil 
'  them,  I  Ihould  be  as  ready  as  any  man  to  concert 

*  meafures  for  fhortening  the  arms  of  the  crown  : 

*  But,  my  Lords,  when  I  find  that  no  attempts  are 

*  made  by  the  crown,  againfl  the  liberties  of  the 

*  people ;  when  I  find  that  the  popular  cries  for  li- 

*  berty  are  raifed  and  fpirited  up  only  by  the  fidious 

*  and  the  difcontented,  I  fhall  never  be  for  dimi- 
'  nifhing  the  power  of  the  crown,  efpecially  when 

*  I  fee  that  it  has  but  jufl:  enough  to  fupport  itfelf 

*  againfl  the  fadious  and  the  difaffeded.    I  remem- 

*  ber,  my  Lords,  that  a  noble  Lord  put  the  quef- 
'  tion  lafl  fefTion  of  Parliament,  when  this  very  affair 

*  was  before  the  houfe.  How  the  Pretender  would 

*  defire  one  to  vote  in  the  cafe  then  before  us  ?  If 
'  the  fame  queftion  were  now  again  to  be  put,  I  be- 

*  lieve  the  proper  anfwer  would  be.  That  he  would 

*  defire  us  to  vote  for  the  bill  now  before  us.  I  do 
'  not  doubt,  but  that  he  would  be  for  dim  in  idling 

*  his  Majefty's  power  of  rewarding  thofe  who  fhould 

*  happen  to  merit  well  of  their  country  by  a  zea- 
^  lous  and  hearty  oppofition  to  him  and  his  fliAion. 

*  I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  there  will  always  be  men 
^  of  honour  and  integrity  enough  in  this  country  to 

T  4  '  defend 
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*  defend  us  againft  that  faflion,  or  any  fadlion,  with- 

*  out  the  hopes  or  expectation  of  a  reward  ;  but  if 
'  it  Ihould  be  found   necefTary  for  our  defence,  to 

*  give  rewards  to  many  of  thofe  who  afTifted  in  the 
^  proteding  of  the  government    againft  flidion,  I 

*  would  rather  chufe  that  the  government  fhouJd 

*  have  it  in  its  power,  to  give  rev/ards  to  thofe  thaC 
'  contributed  to  the  preferving  of  us,  than  that  the 
^  faflious  fliould  have  it  in  their  power,  to  give  re- 
'  wards  to  thofe  that  afTifled  them  in  the  deftroying 
'  of  us.     The  methods  propofed  by  the   bill  now 

*  before  us,  are  fo  far  from  being  proper  methods 

*  for  preventing  bribery  and  corruption,  that  I  am 

*  afraid  they  will  give  fuch  an  encouragement  to 

*  faftion,  as  may  lead  us  into  confufion,  and  there- 

*  fore  I  fliall  be  for  rejeding  the  bill.  As  this  bill 
^  is  the  very  fame  with  that  which  was  refufed  by 
^  your  Lordfhips  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  !  am 

*  convinced  that  the  fame  reafons  which  prevailed 
'  againft  it  lafb  fefTion,  will  now  likewife  prevail 

*  againft  it  ;    for  my  own  part  at  leaft,  I  am  fure, 

*  that  there  has  nothing  fince  happened,  that  can 
'  afford  me  the  leaft  pretence  for  being  of  a  different 

*  opinion." 

Lord  Carte-     Thc  Lord  Carteret  faid  In  fubftance  as  follows. 

Tst'&  fpeech.  c  y^y  Lords,  I  am  for  receiving  this  bill  in  the  moft 

^  refpedlful  manner  ;  firft,  becaufeof  the  dignity  of 

*  the  fubjedl,  next  for  the  refpedl  that  is  due  to  the 
'  other  houfe  ;  and  laftly,  my  Lords,  for  the  refpedl 

*  that  is  due  to  ourfelves.  The  fubjedl  of  this  bill 
^  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  liberties  of  this 

*  nation  >  the  title  or  preamble  is,  in  my  opinion, 
^  very  proper  for  fuch  a  fubje6t  -,  but  if  it  were  not 
'  fo,  why  may  it  not  be  altered  ?     One  thing,  my 

*  Lord5,  I  am  fure  of,  that  if  we  treat  the  bill  v/ith 

*  fo  much  contempt,  as  to  rejedl  it  upon  the  lirft 
'  reading,  the  whole  people  of  the  nation  will  make 
I  a  preamble  for  us.    I  dp  not  know  how  this  bill 

^  was 
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was  brought  into  the  other  houfe,  nor  ought  that  to 
be  a  queftion  in  this  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  bill  was  brought  in  by  Would-he-minifier s  or 
no,  but  lam  very  certain,  that  as  good  ininifters 
as  ever  were  in  England^  have  laid  the  foundation 
for  fuch  bills  •,  and  if  men  do  a6l  for  the  public 
good,  itfignifies  nothing  to  us,  it  fignifies  nothing 
to  the  people,  what  were  the  motives  that  promp- 
ted them  to  a6l  in  fuch  an  honourable  manner.  If 
it  is  an  ambition  of  being  minifters  of  flate,  that 
prompts  men  to  a6l  for  the  public  good,  I  hope 
the  ambition  of  thofe  that  are  our,  will  always  be 
a  barrier  for  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  againfl 
the  ambition  of  thofe  that  are  in. 
'  It  is  no  argument  againft  this  bill,  that  it  is  in 
the  fame  words  with  the  bill  which  was  fentup  to 
us  the  laft  fefTion.  1  hope  there  is  no  man  in  this 
nation  pretends  to  be  infallible  ;  your  Lordfhips 
having  refufed  this  bill  laft  fefTion,  can  never  be 
an  argument  for  your  rejeding  it  now,  without  fo 
much  as  taking  it  once  into  your  ferious  confide- 
ration  :  Some  arguments  may  now  be  brought  for 
paftiiig  it,  which  were  not  thought  of  at  that  time: 
The  public  tranquillity  was  not  then  fo  firmly  e- 
ftablifhed  as  it  is  at  prefent,  and  therefore  it  may 
now  be  thought  a  more  proper  time  for  us  to  take 
precautions  for  preferving  our  liberties  againft  do- 
meftic  enemies,  than  it  was  at  that  time  when  we 
were  not  quite  out  of  danger  of  being  attacked  by 
foreign  enemies.  If  your  I.ordftiips  Ihould  fend 
down  a  good  and  a  neceffary  bill,  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  law,  and  the  lame  fhould  be  refufed 
by  the  Commons,  would  that  be  any  argument 
againft  ever  fending  that  bill  down  to  them  again 
in  any  future  felTion  of  Parliament  }  Or  would 
their  having  once  refufed  it,  be  an  argument 
for  their  reje6ttng  it  at  the  firft  reading,  upon 
its  being  brought  a  fecond  time  before  them  ? 
No,  my  Lords,  if  your  Lordftips  were  convin- 

'  ced 
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'  ced  that  the  bill  was  necefTary,   and  drawn  up  in 

*  proper  terms,  you  would  fend  it  down  in  the  ve- 

*  ry  fame  words  again  and  again,  till  its  own  weight 

*  carried  it  through. 

'  I  am,  my  Lords,  very  far  from  thinking  that 
'  any  attempts  are  now  made,  or  are  to  be  made, 
'  during  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  againft  tKe  li- 

*  berties  of  this  nation  :  His  Majefty  has  too  much 

*  goodnefs  to  endeavour  at  any  fuch  attempts,  and 

*  too   much  wifdom   to  admit  of  any   fuch  being 

*  made  by  thofe  employed  by  him  ;  but  it  is  for 

*  this  very  reafon  that  we  ought  now  to  think  of, 

*  and  bring  in  fuch  bills  as  may  be  any  way  condu- 

*  cive  to  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties  :  His  Ma- 
*-  jefty's  penetration  is  fuch,  that  he  will  eafily  fee 
'  what  is  neceflary  ;   and  his  goodnefs  is  fuch,  that 

*  he  never  will  oppofe,  what  he  fees  to  be  neceflary 

*  for  fecuring  the  liberties,  and  the  properties  of  his 
'  people.  Whereas  if  we  never  think  of  taking  any 

*  precautions  againft  arbitrary  power,  till  we  have 
'  a  Prince  upon  the  throne  that  is  aiming  at  arbi- 
'  trary  power,  it  will  then  be  too  late  -,  fuch  a  Prince 

*  will  never  confent  to  any  meafures,  or  to  any  regu- 
^  lations  that  tend  to  the  defeating  of  his  own  de- 

*  figns.     Pofterity  may  have  occafion  to  lament  our 

*  negle6l  of  that  opportunity,  which  his  prefent  Ma- 

*  jefty's  wifdom  and  goodnefs  daily  afford  us.  There 

*  is  certainly  at  prefent  nothing  to  be  feared  from 

*  bribery  and  corruption :  His  Majefty  reigns  in  the 

*  hearts  and  affedions  of  the  people  ;  his  defignsare 

*  all  for  the  public  good,  and  therefore  he  has  no 

*  occafion  for  making  ufe  of  any  illegal  and  corrupt 
'  fort  of  influence ;  but  to  pretend  that  our  prefent 

*  happinefs  is  a  reafon  for  our  not  thinking  of,  or 
'  taking  proper  precautions  againft,  the  evils  that 
'  may  come  upon  this  nation  in  future  times,  is  the 

*  fame  thing  as  to  fay,  you  are  not  to  bring  in  any 
'  bills  againft  bribery  and  corruption,  till  a  majority 
i  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament  are  corrupted  :  If 

r  *  this 
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'  this  fhould  ever  happen  to  be  the  unlucky  fate  of 

*  this  nation,  we  may  eafily  judge  what  would  be 
'  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  bills,  in  fuch  houfes  of  Parlia- 

*  ment.* 

The  Duke  of  Newcaflle  fpoke  to  the  eftedl  as  fol-  i>"ite  of 
lows:  '  My  Lords,  if  this  bill  had  no  other  aim  hmf^Zhf'^* 
'  that  of  preventing  bribery  and  corruption,  I  fhould 
^  be  for  it  with  all  my  heart ;  but  we  can  eafily  fee 

*  that  the  intention  of  this  bill  is  to  give  the  other 

*  houfe  an  opportunity  of  afluming  a  power,  which 

*  they  never  yet  pretended  to,  and  their  afTuming 
'  thereof  would  be  the  intire  overthrow  of  our 
^  prefent  happy  conftitution.     By    this    bill,    my 

*  Lords,  the  houfe  of  Commons  may  affume  a 
'  power  of  judging  what  rewards  or  gratuities  are 
'  proper  to  be  given  by  the  crown  to  any  mem- 
'  ber  of  that  houfe  ;  for  though  the  bill  fays  only, 
^  that  the  members  of  that  houfe  are  to  declare  what 

*  gratuities  or  rewards  they  receive  from  the  crov/n, 

*  within  fourteen  days  next  after  the  receipt  thereof; 
'  yet,  my  Lords,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  af- 
'  fair  will  reft  there  :  we  may  eafily  forefee  that  the 
^  confequence  of  every  fuch  declaration  will  be,  that 
'  the  houfe  will  thereupon  enter  into  the  confidera- 

*  tion  of  the  declaration  that  has  been  made  to  them, 
'  and  will  take  upon  them  to  determine  whether  or 
^  no  fuch  gratuity  was  given  by  way  of  bribe  -,  fo 
«  that  thereby  the  crown  will  be  intirely  difibled 
^  from  giving  any  reward  to  a  gentleman  that  has 
^  merited  well  of  his  country,  at  leaft  as  long  as  he 
'  continues  to  be  a  member  of  Parliament.     This, 

*  my  Lords,  would,  in  my  opinion,  put  fo  much 
«  power  into  the  hands  of   the  Commons,   that  it 

*  v/ould  intirely  overturn  that  balance  upon  which 
^  our  conftitution  depends;  and  therefore  I  have 

*  been  always  againft  this  bill,  and  ihall  now  be  for 
?  the  rejedling  of  ito* 

After 
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After  thefe  and  feveral  other  fpeeches,  the  quef- 
tloa  was  put,  and  carried  againfl  the  bill^  96  to 
40. 

Whereupon  a  proteft  was  entered  as  follows. 

Die  Jovis^  1 7  Fehruarii,  ^7'^^- 

HO  DIE  la  vice  leda  efl:  billa,  intitled.  An 
aB  for  making  more  effectual  the  laws  in  being 
for  difahling  perfons  from  being  chofen  members  of^  or 
fitting  or  voting  in  the  hoitfe  of  Commons^  who  have 
any  penfwn  during  pleafure^  or  for  any  number  of  years  ^ 
or  any  offices  held  in  iruft  for  them, 

Propofed^  To  reje6l  the  bill. 
Moved^  That  thefame  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Tuefday  next. 

After  farther  debate,  the  queflion  was  put,  Whe- 
ther this  bill  iliould  be  read  a  fecond  time  ? 
It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Diffentienf, 

For  the  reafons  entered  in  the  journals  of  this, 
houfe,  the  two  lad  feflions  of  Parliament ;  one  the 
2 i^o( March  1729,  and  the  other  the  2d  of  March 
1730* 

Strafford^  Shaftesbury^  Maynard^ 

Abingdon^  Litchfield^  Gower^ 

Craven^  Foley^  Mafham^ 

Bathurfl^  Exeter,  Coventry. 

Mutiny  bill      Upon  the  nth  day  of  February^  the  bill  for  pu- 
readin  the  nlfhin^  mutinv  and  defertion,  and  for  the  better  pay- 

houfe  of  r     1  j     i     •  »  i 

Lords.  ment  or  the  army  and  their  quarters,  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  pafTed  through 
that  houfe  without  any  remarkable  debate.     Upon 

*  Sec  Vol.  IX.  p.  465. 

the 
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the  24th  0^  February,  it  was  read  the  firfl  time  in 
the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  Duke  of  Newcafile 
moved,  that  it  might  be  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  the  'Tuefday  thereafter. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  fpoke  to  the  effe6l  as  fol-  Earl  of  ^ 
lows:  '  My  Lords,  confidering  that  his  Majefty ;^^J"gf"" 
'  has  in  his  fpeech,  at  the  beginning  of  this  feflion  of 
«  Parliament,  affured  us,  that  the  public  tranquil- 
'  lity  is  fully  eftahliHied,  I  cannot  think  there  is  now 
'  any  ufe  for  a  (landing  army ;  and  therefore,  my 
'  Lords,  I  cannot  but  be  againfb  this  bill  :  for  I  am 
'  fure,  if  we  have  no  ufe  for  a  ftanding  army,  we 
V  have  no  ufe  for  a  bill  againft  mutiny  and  defer- 
'  tion.     I   being   therefore  againft  the  very  bill  it- 

*  felf,  I  muft  be  againft  giving  it  a  fecond  reading, 

*  I  have,  my  Lords,  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  one  revo- 

*  lution,  I  hope  I  fhall  never  fee  another ;  and  there- 
'  fore  I  fhall  always  be  againft  any  meafure,  which, 

*  in  my  opinion,  has  the  lead  tendency  towards 
'  bringing  about  a  fecond.  Out  of  the  refped  I 
'  have  for  the  illuftrious  family  now  upon  the  throne, 

*  I  muft  always  be  againft  luch  meafures  as  I  did 
'  obferve  to  be  the  forerunners,  and  the  chief  caufes 
'  of  the  laft  revolution  ;  and,  my  Lords,  it  is  well 

*  known,  that  the  chief  caufe  of  the  laft  was,  the 
'  keeping  up  of  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace  ; 

*  fuch  a  ilep  has  always,  and  v/ill  for  ever  alienate 

*  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the  King  upon  the 
'  throne.     By  keeping  up  a    ftanding  army  in  time 

*  of  peace,  the  King  firft  lofes  the  hearts  of  the 
'  people,  and  after  he  has  once  loft  the  hearts  of  the 
'  people,  he  is  then  in   great  danger  of  lofing  the 

*  hearts  even  of  that  army  in  which  he  puts  his 
'  truft.  It  was,  my  Lords,  a  wife  and  a  glorious 
'  faying  of  our  great  Queen  Elizabeth^  when  the 
'  Spanijh  ambaflador  asked  her  where   her  guards 

*  were?  That  great  Princefs  pointed  to  the  people 

'  in 
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«  in    the  ftreets.     Thefe,  fays  fhe,  are  my  guards, 

*  my  people  are  all  my  friends.  She,  my  Lords, 
'  put  her  whole  trufl  and  her  confidence  in  her  peo- 
'  pie  ;  fhe  always  continued  to  do  fo,  and  therefore 
'  the  people  always  continued  her  friends,  and  fup- 
'  ported  her  againft  as  powerful  enemies,  both  a- 

*  broad  and  at  home,  as  ever  any  King  or  Queen  of 

*  England  had,  before  or  fince  her  time.     The  dif- 

*  mal  effedls  of  the  contrary  maxims  I  was  an  eye- 

*  witnefs  to,  and  therefore  I  am,   and  always  fhall 

*  be,  againft  keeping  up  of  a  ftanding  army  in  time 

*  of  peace.* 

Lordr>./4-      Lord  Delawar  fald,  *   That    whatever    reafons 

wjr'sfpeech.'  might  be  offered  againft  the  bill,  might  be  proper- 

'  ly  offered  upon  the  fecond  reading  ;  till  then  ic 

*  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  their  Lordfhips  had 

*  fully  confidered  the  contents  thereof,  and  therefore 

*  he  was  for  ordering  it  to  be  read  a  fecond  time.* 

lari  of  The  Earl  of -^/^j/^ri  fpoke  infubftance:  '  My 

'^I'chJ^'^  *  Lords,  I  cannot  but  be  againft  even  giving  this 

*  bill  a  fecond  reading,  becaufe  at  firft  view  it  ap-* 

*  pears  to  be  for  fupporting  a  numerous  ftanding 

*  army  in  time  of  peace  ;  this  I  need  not  any  time  to 

*  confider  of  ;  this  appears  evidently  to  be  the  pur- 

*  port  and  intention  of  the  bill  now  read  to  us  ;  and 

*  this,  my  Lords,  is  againft  the  very  words  of 
'  the  petition  of  right,  and  alters  the  very  nature  of 

*  our  conftitution.    AH  the  confufions  and  diforders 

*  that  have  been  brought  upon  this  kingdom  for 
'  many  years,  have  all  been  brought  upon  it  by  the 

*  means  of  ftanding  armies:   It  was,  my  Lords,  a 

*  ftanding  army  that  took  off  King  Charles  the  firft's 
'  head,  and  turned  that  very  Parliament  out  of  doors 

*  which  had  eftabliftied  them  ;  and  the  fame  very 

*  army  that   had  murdered  the  father,  reftored  the 

*  fon :  It  was  by  King  James  the  Second's  keeping 

*  up  a  ftanding  army,  that  the  affedionsof  the  peo- 
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*  pie  were  alienated  from  him  ;    and  by  that  very 

*  army,  in  whom  he  had  put  his  only  truft,  he  was 

*  turned  out :  for  by  their  joining  the  other  fide,  the 

*  fcales  were  turned  againft  him,  and  he  found  him- 

*  felf,  at  lad,  obliged  to  fuccumb  under  the  jufl  re- 

*  fentment  of  an  injured  people.     In   this  country, 

*  in  every  country,  my  Lords,  where  numerous  fland- 

*  ing  armies  have  been  kept  up,  we  may  find  that 
^  innumerable  evils  and  flrange  confufions  have  been 

*  brought  on  by   the  means  of  fuch   armies  *,  and 

*  therefore  I  (hall  always  be  againft  giving  the  leaft 

*  countenance  to  any  bill,  that  feems  to  tend  to- 

*  wards  keeping  up  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace 

*  in  this  country,* 

The  Earl  of  Hay  fpoke  to  the  following  eiFe6t :  Eariof%-, 

*  My  Lords,  I   am  perfuaded  there  is  not  one  of^^*^*'' 

*  your  Lordfhips  but  thinks,  that  it  is  necefi^ary  to 

*  keep  up  fome  troops ;  we  muft,  at  leaft,  keep  up 

*  a  few  regular  troops  for  our  guards  and  garrifons  ; 

*  granting  then  that  the  number  necefifary  to  be  kept 
'  did  not  exceed  500  men,  yet  if  even   that  number 

*  be  necefifary,  the  bill  now  brought  in  is  necefifary, 

*  for  without  fuch  a  bill  as   is  now  brought  in,  it 

*  would  be  impofiible  to  keep  even  that  number,  or 

*  any  number  of  troops  in  proper  order  or  difcipline : 
'  1  cannot  therefore  think,  that  any  of  your  Lord- 

*  fiiips  will  be  againft  this  bill  intirely.     The  num- 

*  ber  of  troops  propofed  to  be  kept  up  by  this  bill, 

*  may  perhaps,  by  fome,  be  thought  too  large  •,  but 

*  that  matter  cannot  properly  come  in  to  be  debated, 
'  till  we  go  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill ;  and  then, 

*  my  Lords,  the  number   may  be  reduced  as  this 
'  houfe  fliall  think  proper. 

*  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a 

*  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace,  without  confent  of 

*  Parliament,  is  againft  the  exprefs  words  of  the 

*  petition  of  right :  But,  my  Lords,  the  very  defign 

*  of  this  bill    is  to  procure   that  confent,  without 

'  which 
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^  which  no  ftanding  army  can  be  legally  kept  up  in 

*  this  kingdom.     This  bill  therefore  cannot  be  con- 

*  trary  to  the  petition  of  right,  fmce  it  is  brought 

*  in,  in  compliance  therewith :  Nor  can  the  paffing 

*  of  this  bill  make  any  alteration  in  our  conftitution  ; 

*  for  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  are  certainly   a   part 

*  of  our   conftitution,    and   if  this    bill  were  once 

*  pafTed  into  a  law,  it  will  be  as  much  apart  of  our 

*  conftitution,  as  any  other  law  that  ever  was  made  : 
'  this  indeed  will  be  a  new  law,  but  that  can  be  no 

*  argument  againft  its  becoming  a  part  of  our  con- 

*  ^ftitution  *5  for  all  our  laws  have  fome  time  or  ano- 

*  ther  been  new  laws  •,  even  Magna  Charta   itfelf 

*  was  once  a  new  law  :  yet  all  of  them,  as  foon  as 

*  they  were  enabled,  became  a  part  of  our  conftitu- 

*  tion,  and  ftill  continue  fo,  or  did  continue  fo,  till^ 
'  they  were  in  part  or  in  whole  altered  or  repealed**, ' 

Earl  of  '^^^  ^^^^   ^^  Strafford  fpoke  as  follows  :     '  My 

Strafford's    *  Lords,    it  is  certainly  very  neceflary  for  us,  upon 

fpeech.        c  occafion   of  this  bill,  to  take  the  army  under  our 

'  confideration,  and  to  determine  what  number  of 

*  troops  ought  to  be  kept  up  ;  becaufe,  my  Lords, 

*  this  is  the  only  opportunity  we  can  have  of  redu- 

*  cing  the  number  allowed  of,  in  cafe  we  happen  to 
'  think  it  too  great ;  and  in  cafe   this  bill  goes  the 

*  length  of  a  committee,  I  Hiall  then  take  the  liber- 
'  ty  to  declare  my  fentiments  upon  that  head.     But, 

*  my  Lords,  I  now  rife  up  to  declare,  that  I  am  in- 

*  tirely  againft  this  bill,  or  any  mutiny  bill  -,  becaufe 

*  I  always  looked  upon  it,  as  fetting  up  a  conftitu- 

*  tion  within  a  conftitution,  or  rather,  indeed,  it  is 

*  the  turning  of  our  civil  government  into  a  military 
«  government.     This,  it  is  true,  my  Lords,  we  may 

*  do  by  a  law,  and  that  law  when  pafted  will  be  a 

<  part  of  our  conftitution  ;  yet  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
t  laid,  that  fuch  an  extraordinary  law  would  make 

<  no  alteration   in  our  conftitution.     I  cannot  be  of 
6  opinion,  that  the  keeping  npof  any  regular  troops 

*  in 
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*  in  this  kingdom  is  abfolutely  necelTary  -,  but  grant- 
*■  ing  that  it  were,   I  am  certain ,  that  in  order  to 

*  keepfuchtrodps  under  proper  difcipline,  it  is  not 
'  abfolutely  necefiary  to  have  a  law  againfl  mutiny 

*  and  defertion.  I  had,  my  Lords,  the  honour  to 
*■  command  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  in  the  reign  of 

*  King  William^  which  was  given  to  me  at  the  time 

*  of  the  fiege  of  Namur  ;  and  I  very  well  remember, 
'  that  there  was  hot  at  that  time  in  England  any  fuch 

*  law,  as  what  is  now  by  this  bill  to  be  enaded  : 
'  We  had  then  no  fuch  thing  as  mutiny  bills  yearly 

*  brought  in,  nor  any  fuch  bill  palled  into  a  law,  and 
'  yet  in  thofe  days  we  found  means  to  keep  our  re- 
'  giments  in  good  enough  order,  and  I  believe  there 
'  was  as  exa6];  difcipline  obferved  in  the  regiments 

*  then  quartered  in  England^  as  has  been  obferved 
'  at  any  time  fince.     If  any  of  the  foldiers  commic- 

*  ted  any  crime,  they  were  fure  to  be  punifhed,  but 

*  then  they  were  punifhed  according  to  the  ancient 

*  laws  of  the  kingdom  :  The  officers  took  care  to 

*  deliver  them   up  to   the  civil  power,  and  to  fee 

*  them  convidled  and  punifhed  ^  as  feverely  as  the 

*  laws  of  their  country  would  admit  of ;  which  we 

*  always  found  was  fufficient  for  keeping  the   men 

*  in  good  order,  and  for  making  them  obferve  the 
'  mod  exact  difcipline. 

'  If  1  were  to  enter  into  a  particular  examination 

*  of  this  bill,  I  could  make  ftrong  objedtions  againft 

*  feveral  claufes  thereof ;  I  fhall  only  mention  that 
'  of  defertion,  how  unnecefTary^how  cruel  is  it  nov/, 

*  in  time  of  peace,  to  punifh  that  crime  with  death  ^ 
'  In  time  of  war  fuch  a  fevere  punifhment  was  ne- 

*  ceffary,  it  was  then  juft  to  punifh  it  with  death, 

*  becaufe  the  deferters  were  generally,  at  the  fame 

*  time,  guilty  of  the  moft  heinous  treachery ;  they 
*•  generally  ran  in  to  the  enemy,  and  turned  thofe 

*  arms  againft  their  country,  which  their  country  had 

*  put  into  their  hands  for  its  defence.     But  now,  in 

*  time  of  peace,  defertion  has  nothing  in  it  of  fuch  a 

Vo  L.  X,  U  '  heinous 


29©  Parliamentary      A.  1732. 

«  heinous  nature  ;  if  a  poor  fellow  delerts,  he  runs 
«  but  from  one  of  our  own  regiments  to  another  ; 

*  and  the  cruel  treatment  he  meets  with  from  fome 

*  of  the  officers,  may  often  afford  hini  an  excufe,  if 
*•  his  cafe  be  examined  by  men  of  humanity  and  can- 

*  dour.     How  many  poor  country  fellows,  either 

*  out  of  a  frolick,  or  becaufe  they  have  been  difob- 
'  liged  or  flighted  by  their  miftrefs,  go  and  lift 
'  themfelves  for  foldiers?  When  fuch  a  fellow.be- 
«  gins  to  cool,  he  perhaps  repents  of  what  he  has 
<  done,  and  deferts,  without  any  other  view  or  de- 

*  flgn,  but  that  of  returning  home,  and  following 
^  fome  induftrious  and  laborious  way  of  living  in  his 
«  own  country.     Is  it  not  hard,  that  fuch  a  poor  fel- 

*  low  fhould  be  fhot  for  fuch  a  trifling  crime  ?  The 

*  law,  perhaps,  may  not  be  executed  with  rigour  ; 
'  that,  my  Lords,  may  be  an  excufe  for  the  judge, 
'  but  none  for  the  lawgiver  •,  confidering  that  the 
«  officers  are  the  fuff^erers  by  defertion,  and  alfo  the 

*  judges   in  all   trials  of  that  crime,  I  think,    my 

*  Lords,  that  their  not  executing  the  law  with  ri- 
'  gour,  is  a  convincing  argument  that  the  pains  are 
'  too  fevere  :  But,  my  Lords,  as  I  am  againlt  the  bill 

*  itfelf,  as  well  as  every  claufe  thereof,  I  am  therefore 

*  againft  giving  it  a  fecond  reading,  or  entering  in- 

*  to  the  confideration  of  the  feveral  claufes  thereof.* 

The  queflion  was  however  carried  for  ordering 
this  bill  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  ;  after  which  it  was 
ordered  to  be  committed,  and  an  inftrudion  being 
thereupon  moved  for,  and  refufed,  the  following 
proteft  was  entered  : 


Die  MartiSy  y  Martii,   1731 

Drder  of  the  day  being  read  k 

_^      eput  into  a  committee  of  the 

l^m^!""^  upon  the  bill,  intitled,  An  a^  for  pmijhing  mutiny ^^ 


Proteft  a-  TT^HE  otder  of  the  day  being  read  for  thehoufe 
gainft  the       J[^     to  bc  put  iuto  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe 


ana 
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and  defer  t  ion  ^  and  for  I  he  better  -payment  of  the  army 
and  their  quarters  : 

Propofed^  That  it  be  an  Inftrudlion  to  the  faid 
committee,  that  the  number  of  men  fpecified  in  the 
laid  bill,  do  not  exceed  twelve  thouflmd. 

After  long  debate,  the  qiieftion  was  put,  Whether 
fuch  an  inilrudion  fliall  be  given  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Biffentient. 
Abingdon. 
Firjl^  "DEcaufe  fo  great  a  number  of  troops  as  is 
^  eflablifhed  by  this  bill,  was  never  before 
allowed  by  Parliament  in  time  of  fettled  peace  ♦,  and 
no  reafon  was  given  inoppofition  to  the  inftruclion, 
but  what,  we  conceive,  muft  equally  hold  good  in 
all  future  times  :  For  when  can  we  hope  to  fee  a  {t^- 
fion  of  Parliament  opened  with  more  fatisfa<^ory  de- 
clarations, and  ftronger  aflurances  of  happinefs  and 
fecurity,  than  thofe  contained  in  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  on  the  firft  day  of 
this  feflion  ?  His  Majefty  is  therein  pleafed  to  declare. 
That  his  expe6lations  are  fully  anfwe red  *,  that  the 
general  tranquillity  of  £z^r^p^  isreftoredand  eftabliOi- 
ed  ♦,  that  the  tedious  work  is  perfe6ted  and  finifiied  ; 
that  the  wounds  which  have  been  long  bleeding, 
are  intirely  healed  ;  that  the  national  expence  will 
be  confiderably  lefTened  ;  and  that  the  nation  fiiall 
reap  the  fruits  of  his  endeavours.  In  fuch  a  fituation 
of  affairs,  we  conceive,  that  we  could  not  a6l  confift- 
ently  with  his  Majefty's  gracious  difpofition  to  his 
people,  agreeably  to  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  nor 
with  that  regard  v/e  muft  always  have  for  the  liber- 
ties of  our  fellow-fubjeds,  without  endeavouring  to 
reduce  the  number  of  troops  fpecified  in  the  bill. 

U  2  Secondly^ 
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Secondlyy  Becaufe  the  fettled  eftate  of  affairs  at 
home,  and  the  great  duty  and  affection  his  Majefly's 
fubjecfts  have  fhewn  to  him  upon  all  otcafions,  fhould, 
in  our  opinion,  be  a  full  anfvver  to  all  arguments 
that  can  be  drawn  to  juilify  the  keeping  up  fo  great 
a  number  of  troops,  from  any  apprehenfion  of  a  Pre- 
tender to  the  throne  :  for  if  the  prefent  circumllan- 
cesof  this  nation  be  compared  with  the  fituation  of 
affairs  after  the  treaty  of  Ryfwic^  or  that  of  Utrecht^ 
thefe  kingdoms  will  be  found  infinitely  more  fecure 
in  tjiat  particular.  In  the  firft  period  of  time,  the 
Jate  King  James  was  living,  who  had  an  L'ijh  army 
in  his  pay  in  France^  many  of  his  old  fervants  and 
foldiers  were  then  alive,  and  adtive  in  England  and 
Scotland^  a  potent  prince  and  nation  always  fupport- 
ing  him,  and  ready  at  any  time  to  arm  in  his  caufe. 
As  to  the  fecond  period  of  time,  the  Pretender  was 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  France^  and  that  French 
King  who  had  maintained  him  and  his  family,  was 
flill  living,  and  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  had  not  then 
taken  place  ;  yet  in  both  thofe  points  of  time,  half 
the  number  of  troops  allowed'by  the  prefent  bill,  was 
not  only  thought  by  Parliament,  but  by  experience 
found  fufficient  for  our  fecurlty  :  How  little  founda- 
tion then  does  there  feem  to  be  for  continuing  fuch  a 
number  of  forces  at  this  jundure,  when  the  Preten- 
der has  been  long  removed  beyond  the  Alps^  and  a 
Prince  on  the  throne  o{ France^  who  feems  more  intent 
to  make  his  own  dominions  flourifh  by  trade,  than  out 
of  a  reftlefs  ambition  to  difturb  his  neighbours.  Suf- 
ficient reafons  maybe  drawn  from  the  prefent  difpo- 
fition  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Spain^  to  increafe  our  naval  force  ;  but  none,  in  our 
opinion,  for  maintaining  fuch  an  army  at  land.  The 
prefent  royal  family  is  now  (God  be  praifed)  firmly 
feated  on  the  throne,  and  nothing  can  fhake  it,  but 
an  adminiflration  which  fliall  venture  to  depart  from 
the  principles  on    which  the  a6l  of  fettlement  was 

founded  v 
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founded  ;  that  fettlement  was  founded  on  liberty, 
and  by  the  nature  of  things  mud  be  co-eval  with 
liberty. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  it  has  hitherto  been  thought  the 
happinefs  of  our  fituation,  as  an  illand,  that  we  have 
not  had  the  fame  occafion  for  numbers  of  troops  to 
defend  us,  as  thofeon  the  continent  ;  to  prevent  the 
inroads  of  their  neighbours,  they  have  been  obli- 
ged to  keep  up  Handing  armies,  which  have  gene- 
rally been  the  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  their  liberties,  and 
always  proved  the  fure  means  of  fixing  their  chains 
upon  them. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  we  are  fully  convinced,  that  his 
Majefty  will  reign  the  more  firmly  in  the  hearts  of 
all  his  people,  the  more  he  places  his  confidence  in 
them  :  And  we  conceive  it  to  be  an  indignity  to  him 
to  fuggeft,  that  he  cannot  now  be  fccure  on  the  throne 
without  the  alTiftance  of  a  greater  Handing  force, 
than  even  his  royal  father  was  contented  within  times 
of  lefs  tranquillity  :  Although  it  feemed  to  be  the  ten- 
dency of  fome  arguments  ufed  againft  the  queftion, 
yet  we  can  never  be  brought  to  believe  that  this  na- 
tion is  in  danger  of  being  over-run  by  any  fo^^-eign 
force  ;  our  apprehenfions  are,  that  it  can  only  be 
ruined  and  enflaved  by  a  {landing  army  at  home  : 
And  we  are  juftly  jealous  from  the  experience  ot  for- 
mer times,  that  the  crown  itfelf,  as  well  as  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  may  be  found  at  length  to  be  at 
their  difpofal. 

Laftly,  We  refer  to  the  four  firft  reafons  entered 
on  our  journal  the  24th  day  of  February ^  in  the  year 
^7^7y   %ned  by  rnany  Lords  of  this  houfe  *. 

*  See  Vol.  VII.  page  60, 

U  3  Boyle^ 
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Boyle^  Litchfield^ 

Shaftesbury^  Exeter^ 

Foky^  Craven^ 

Suffolk^  Tadcafter^  {ham, 

BriJloU  JVinchelfea  and  Notting- 

Maynard^  Northampton, 

Aylesford,  Bridge^ujater, 
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ScarfdalCy 

Coventry, 

Carteret, 

Bathurfty 

Gower, 

l^weedale, 

Strafford. 


The  bill  wa5  at  laft  carried  through  the  commit- 
tee, and  upon  the  loth  day  of  March  it  was  read  the 
^6.  time,  and  paiTed  without  any  amendment,  upon  a 
divifion,  69  to  19. 

Kcportasto  XJpon  thc  faid  I  ith  day  of  February,  Lord  Vere 
'rlli^Cor'^o-BcaucIerc  reported  from  the  committee,  who  were 
ration  com-^ppQJf^j^^.]  ^q  examine  the  litis  of  21  perfons  names, 
to  be  the  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  the 
Charitable  Corporation  was  referred,  and  to  report 
to  the  houfe,  on  which  21  perfons  the  majority  fell  -, 
that  they  had  examined  the  fame  accordingly,  and 
that  the  majority  had  fallen  upon  the  gentlemen 
after -named  5  viz. 


fr.iitse. 


Mr.  Alderman  Perry ^ 
'Thomas  Palmer  Efq; 
Mr.  Alderman  Barnard, 
Lord  Vifcount  Limerick^ 
The  Hon.  Edward  Digby 

Efq-, 
Watkin- Williams  IVynne 

Eiq; 
William  Bromley,  jun.Efq; 
Edward  Harley  Efq-, 
Walter  Plumer  Efq; 
Samuel  Sandys  Efq; 
James  Oglethorpe  Efq; 


The  Honour.  Sir  Thomas 
Saunderfon,  Knight  of 
the  Bath, 

Sir  John  Rujhout  Bart. 

Lord  Morpeth, 

Thomas  Wyndham  Efq; 

Sir  Thomas  Robin  fan  Bart. 

Jofeph  Danvers  Efq; 

Thomas  Bramjlon  Efq; 

Thomas  Winnington  Efq; 

John  Conduit  Efq; 

John  Campbell  of  Pem- 
brokefhire  Efq; 


But 
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But  they  reported  farther,  that  it  had  happened,  ^"^'''  '•'^- 
that  upon  two  of  the  hfts  there  was  mentioned  onIyhoufe/°^  * 
John  Campbell  Efq ;  and  a  queftion  arlfing  there- 
upon, whether  it  might  not  be  underflood,  to  mean 
any  other  John  Campbell  Efq  \  there  being  others 
of  the  fiime  name  in  the  houfe,  the  committee  had 
agreed  to  fet  a  ^^re  upon  thofe  numbers,  and  or- 
dered the  fad:  to  be  reported  to  the  houfe,  and  that 
the  houfe  fhould  be  acquainted,  that  thofe  votes 
were  inckided  in  the  one  hundred  eighty  two  that 
were  then  upon  the  lift  for  John  Campbell  of  Pem- 
broke/hire Efq  ;  and  that  in  cafe  thofe  two  votes 
were  not  allowed,  there  was  an  equality  of  votes  be- 
tween thefaid  John  Campbell  of  Fembrokejhire  Efq; 
znd  Henry  Bromley  Efq; 

Upon  this,  there  was  fome  Hiort  debate  in  the 
houfe,  about  what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  and  the  right  honourable  the  Speaker  having 
taken  notice,  that  it  appeared  by  their  journals,  that 
the  very  fame  cafe  had  before  happened  ;  and  that 
the  houfe  had  then  taken  no  notice  of,  or  come  to  a- 
ny  refoludon  upon  the  particular  fad  reported  ;  they 
therefore  took  this  for  a  precedent,  and  without  tak- 
ing any  notice  of  the  miftake  in  the  two  lifts,  as  to 
the  name  of  John  Campbell  Efq;  they  ordered  that 
the  faid  committee,  or  any  five  of  them,  fhould 
meet  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Speaker's 
chamber,  and  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to 
time,  and  from  place  to  place,  as  they  fhould  find 
it  convenient,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  from 
time  to  time  to  the  houfe,  and  fend  for  perfons,  pa- 
pers and  records. 

Upon  the  29th  of  February,  Mr.  Knight  made  a 
motion,  and  it  was  accordingly  ordered.  That  the 
commifTioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  fhould  lay 
before  the  houfe  fuch  methods  as  had  been  thought 
of  by  them,  for  preventing  the  running  of  wool  from 
England m^  Ireland  for  the  future;  and  on  the  6th 

U  4  ©f 
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I  pf  March^  Mr.  Bocminique  from  the  faid  Commif- 

■  '  fioners  prefented  the  fame  accordingly,  which  having 

been  prepared  by  the  faid  commiffioners,  in  purfu- 

ji  ,  ance  of  an  addrefs  from  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  be- 

' '  ing  an  affair  of  a  very  curious  nature,  and  of  very 

great  cpnfequence  to  the  trade  and  welfare  of  thefe 

kingdoms,  we  fliall  therefore  infert  it  here  at  large. 

't ' 

i  1  ^0  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 

poral in  Parliament  ajfembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lord/hips^ 
t^e'^omm'ii^  ILJ^^  Majcfty  having  been  pleafed,  in  confequence 
fioners  of  ^  XjL  of  your  Lordlhips  addrefs  of  the  6th  day  of 
^'^^^''         May  laft,  to  dired:  the  commiflioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  to  receive  all  fuch  propofals  as  fhould 
be  laid  before  them,  for  preventing  the  pernicious 
pradtice  of  running  of  wool  from  England  and  Ire-^ 
land,  and  to  confider  of,  and  to  propofe  proper  me- 
thods for  preventing  the  fame  for  the  future,  to  be 
laid  before  your  Lordfhips  in  this  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment :  We  did  thereupon  give  public  notice  in  the 
Gazette^  of  the    12th   of  June  laft,  that  we  were 
ready  to  receive  any  propofals  which  fhould  be  made 
to  us  on  this  head,  from  all  perfons  whatfoever. 

Since  the  publication  of  thisadvertifv^ment,  which 
was  often  repeated  in  the  Gazette,  and  other  public 
papers  -,  we  have  been  attended  by  feveral  perfons, 
and  many  fchemes  have  been  transmitted  to  us  from 
different  parts  of  this  kingdom,  ^nd  horn  Ireland -, 
containing  various  propofals  upon  this  fubjedt, 
fome  of  which  are  come  but  very  lately  to  our 
hands;  and  it  has  been  with  great  fatisfadlion,  that 
we  have  obferved  the  zeal  with  which  fo  many  per- 
fons have  applied  themfelves  to  confider  of  proper 
methods,  for  putting  a  Hop  to  a  pradlice  fo  very  per- 
nicious to  the  trading  intereft  of  their  country. 

Thofe  who  feem  to  have  mofl  maturely  confider'd 
this  matter,  concur  in  opinion,  that  nothing  can  put 

fo 
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fo  efFeflual  a  flop  to  this  evil,  as  the  finding  out 
fome  certain  method  of  knowing  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  wool  that  may  be  in  the  kingdom,  whether 
in  warehoufes,  or  on  the  fheep's  back,  and  tracing 
it  through  the  hands  of  the  wool-flapler,  and  all  the 
traders  who  deal  in  this  commodity,  till  it  fhall  be 
finally  wrought  up  by  the  manufadurer. 

In  order  to  this,  it  has  been  propofed,  That  ware- 
houfes fhould  be  ereded  at  the  public  expence  in 
fuch  counties  o^ England  and  Ireland^  where  confide- 
rable  numbers  of  iheep  may  be  fed,  or  where  the 
woollen  manufadlure  may  be  carried  on  in  any  great 
extent,  into  which  the  wool  of  the  two  kingdoms 
fhould  be  brought  within  a  certain  number  of  days 
after  it  is  fhorn,  in  order  to  be  afterwards  tranfported 
under  proper  regulations,  from  Ireland  to  England.^ 
and  from  one  county  of  England  to  another,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  demand  that  there  may  be  for  it  ay 
mong  the  manufadurers. 

Others  have  propofed,  That  general  regiflers 
fhould  beeftablifhed  in  England  d-nd  Ireland^  for  en- 
tering the  exa6t  number  of  fheep  and  lambs,  with 
^he  yearly  quantity  of  wool  fhorn  from  them,  or  pul- 
led from  the  skins,  together  with  the  names  of  all 
fuch  as  deal  in  this  commodity. 

In  addition  to  the  propofition  for  public  ware- 
houfes, it  has  been  offered  by  another  hand.  That  all 
the  wool  produced  in  this  kingdom,  fhould  be 
bought  in  the  King's  name  at  certain  prices,  to  be 
afcertained  at  a  medium  upon  the  different  growths 
of  wool,  for  fo  many  years  pafl  ;  and  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  firfl  year's  growth,  and  the  value  of  the 
flock  in  hand,  fhould  be  paid  for,  by  a  fmall  land- 
tax  of  three  pence  or  fix  pence  in  the  pound,  by 
which  means  the  growers  would  receive  ready  mo- 
ney for  their  wool,  which  would  be  very  beneficial 
both  to  landlords  and  tenants.  But  if  this  fhould 
be  thought  impradicable,  it  is  farther  propofed  by 
the  fame  perfon,  that  payment  for  the  wool  may  be 

pofl- 
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poflponed,  till  it  be  fold  in  part,  or  in  the  whole, 
or  that  the  growers  fhould  be  left  at  liberty,  to  fell 
it  themfelves  to  the  manufa6lurers,  provided  they 
deliver  it  to  the  ftore-keeper,  under  proper  regula- 
tions. 

Many  of  the  propofers  concur  in  opinion,  That 
the  beft  method  of  preferving  an  exacl  knowledge 
of  the  wool  in  its  progrefTion,  from  the  firft  growers 
to  the  manufadurer,  will  be  to  put  it  under  the  in- 
fpedion  of  the  officers  of  excife  ;  and  different  me- 
thods have  been  fuggefted,  for  putting  this  propofal 
in  execution. 

It  has  been  faid  under  the  fame  head.  That  all 
dealers  in  wool  may  be  obliged  to  enter  the  ware- 
houfes  and  ftore-rooms,  wherein  they  keep  their 
commodity,  with  the  excife-officer  of  their  divi- 
fion,  into  which  the  officer  fhould  have  free  admif- 
fion  at  any  time,  and  no  wool  fhould  be  brought  in- 
to the  warehoufe,  before  notice  be  given  of  it  to  the 
excife-officer,  under  a  certain  penalty. 

That  every  owner  of  fheep  fhall  give  notice  when 
he  intends  to  fhear  his  flock,  that  the  officer  may  be 
prefent  to  take  an  account  of  the  number  of  fheep, 
and  weight  of  the  wool  fhorn,  and  that  every  fel- 
nionger  may  be  obliged  to  inform  the  officer  of  that 
divifion  of  the  weight  of  the  wool,  which  he  fhall 
pull  from  skins  ;  and  in  general,  that  all  dealers  in 
wool  fhall  be  obliged  to  give  an  account  to  their  ex- 
cife-officer, of  all  the  wool  in  their  pofTeffion  ;  that  no 
wool  flmll  be  removed  from  warehoufes  fo  entered, 
except  by  virtue  of  a  permit  from  the  excife-officer, 
to  be  renewed  as  often  as  the  wool  fhall  pafs  from 
one  dealer  to  another,  till  it  comes  into  the  hands  of 
the  manufaflurer. 

It  has  been  likewife  fuggefled.  That  the  excife- 
officer  may  take  a  bond  from  the  firfl  buyer,  where- 
by he  fhould  oblige  himfelf  to  manufadlure  the  wool 
he  buys  j  but  if  ihc  purchafer  be  not  a  manufadurer, 

that 
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that  then  notice  ihould  be  given  to  the  officer  of  the 
divifion,  whenever  the  wool  iliould  be  refold,  either 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  and  frefh  bonds  be  given  by 
the  buyers,  till  the  fame  fhall  be  finally  manufadtu- 
red  ;  and  fome  have  thought,  that  for  the  better 
fecurity  of  this  matter,  the  manufii6lurer  fhould  be 
obliged  to  make  oath,  that  he  will  manufadure  the 
wool  he  buys. 

Without  doubt,  the  keeping  fight  of  the  wool 
from  the  time  it  is  fhorn,  till  it  is  brought  into  the 
hands  of  the  lad  manufadlurer,  might  greatly  contri- 
bute to  the  putting  a  ftop  to  the  running  of  wool : 
But  all  the  foregoing  propofals  would  probably  be 
attended  with  a  multiplicity  of  accounts,  befides 
other  difficulties  and  great  expence:  We  would 
therefore  humbly  offer  fome  other  methods  to  your 
Lordlliips,  which  feem  liable  to  fewer  difficulties, 
but  may  neverthelefs  be  very  conducive  to  the  cure 
of  this  grievance. 

Wich  regard  to  Great  Britain^  we  would  propofc, 
That  the  law  now  in  force  in  Kent  and  Sttjfex,  in-gthandioth 
titled.  An  a^  for  the  explanation  and  better  execution  oi  mniam 
of  former  a5ls  made  againjl  the  tranfportation  of  zvooK^'^' 
fuller^ s-earth^  and fcouring  cla)\  may  bti  extended  to 
all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom,  widiin  ten  miles  ot 
the  fea-coafts. 

That  no  wool  be  brought  or  imported  from  Irc-- 
Z^;?^  into  this  kingdom,  or  coaft-wife  in  England^  ex- 
cept in  veflTels  regiftered  and  appointed  folely  for 
that  purpofe  ;  and  that  all  wool  fhipped  on  board 
any  other  Yt^d^  fhall  be  liable  to  feizure  by  the 
captains  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war,  by  the  com- 
manders of  the  regifler- fhips,  the  cuftom-houfe  of- 
ficers, and  excife- officers,  and  by  all  other  perfons 
duly  authorifed  ;  and  that  officers  be  appointed  to  put 
the  laws  in  execution  againfl  the  running  of  wool, 
with  ample  encouragement  to  the  informers,  eafily 
to  be  recovered,  and  proportionable  penalties  laid 
on  offenders. 

Bur 
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But  as  every  thing  that  may  be  propofed  for  the 
cure  of  this  evil  in  Great  Britain  only,  would  be  far 
fron-i  aniwering  the  defign  upon  the  whole,  unlefs 
proper  methods  Hiould  at  the  fame  time  be  found  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  wool,  and  of  woollen 
manufadlures  from  Ireland  to  foreign  parts  ;  fo,  ma- 
ny of  the  fameperfons  who  have  confidered  this  mat- 
ter, with  rcfpedt  to  Great  Britain^  have  alfo  extend- 
ed their  thoughts  to  Ireland, 

And  fome  of  them  have  propofed  to  apply  the 
foregoing  expedient  of  country  warehoufes,  general 
regi{i:ers,and  the  infpedion  of  the  cuftom-houfe  offi- 
cers, as  proper  to  be  put  in  pradlice  in  Ireland^  with 
this  addition,  that  certain  ftaple  towns  fliould  be  ap- 
pointed in  that  kingdom,  for  the  reception  of  wool 
grown  there. 

But  we  are  of  opinion,  That  the  mofl  likely 
means,  and  mofl  attainable  for  thefe  purpofes,would 
be  abfolutely  to  prohibit  the  fhipping  of  wool  in 
Ireland^  except  in  fhips  and  vefiels  regiftered  and  ap- 
pointed for  that  fervice  only,  and  no  wool-licences 
iliould  be  granted  for  fhipping  of  wool  aboard  any 
other  veflel. 

That  the  explanatory  claufe  contained  in  an  adl 
pafTed  in  the  i  ithand  12th  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
Kin„  William^  intitled,  An  a5l  for  continuing  [ever al  laws 
Wiiiiarr.,  therein  mentioned^  and  for  explaining  the  aEfy  intitled. 
An  a5i  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool  out  of  the 
kingdoms  ^/Ireland  and  England  into  foreign  parts^ 
and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  woollen  manufactures 
in  the  kingdom  of  England,  whereby  leave  was  given 
to  every  mariner,  or  pafTenger  on  board  the  fhip,  to 
furnifh  himfelf  with  the  woollen  manufa6lure  oi Ire- 
land^ to  the  amount  of  40  s.  may  be  repealed  :  Since 
it  is  highly  probable,  that  under  this  pretence,  the 
woollen  manufadluresof /r^/^;?i  firft  found  their  way 
to  foreign  markets  in  large  quantities. 


That 
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That  the  captains  of  Englijlo  men  of  war  and 
floops,  as  well  as  the  commanders  of  the  regider- 
fhips,  and  all  officers  of  his  Majefly's  cufloms  and 
excife,  may  be  invefled  with  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  feize  all  Irijh  woollen  goods,  which  they  (hall 
find  on  board  any  fhip  or  vefTel  whatfoever,  and  all 
wool  which  fliall  be  found  on  board  of  any  other, 
but  the  laid  regifter  vefTel s. 

And  thefe  provifions  are  the  more  neceiTary,  be- 
caufe  we  have  been  credibly  informed,  that  of  late 
years,  Britijh  merchants  have  given  no  fmall  encou- 
ragement to  the  Iriffj  woollen  manufaftures,  by  buy- 
ing up,  and  exporting  great  quantities  from  that 
kingdom,  on  their  own  accounts,  to  foreign  parts. 

And  provided  an  eitedual  flop  could  be  put  to 
the  exportation  of  Irifo  woollen  manufadures,  and 
of  Irift)  wool  to  foreign  parts,  we  fhould  conceive, 
that  it  would  be  highly  for  the  benefit  of  Great 
Britmn^  freely  and  without  duties  to  admit  the  im- 
portation of  their  yarn. 

And  in  order  to  make  this  benefit  more  cxtenfive, 
we  would  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  your  LordOiips 
confideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  open 
all  ports  Q^  Ireland  and  Ey^gland  for  the  exportation 
and  importation  di  Iriffo  wool  and  yarn  -,  but  more 
particularly  the  ports  of  Galway  and  London.  For 
we  are  informed,  that  great  quantities  of  the  befl 
wool  in  Ireland,  are  produced  v/ithin  thirty  miles 
round  that  town  of  Galway^  which  is  above  100 
miles  diflant  from  any  fea-port  now  open  for  x\\^ 
exportation  of  wool  from  that  kingdom  -,  io  that  the 
land-carriage  in  Ireland  QX^-xlt^  an  addition  of  about 
fix  per  cent,  upon  the  prime  coflof  the  wool,  before 
it  comes  to  any  of  the  ports  from  whence  it  can  be 
fent  to  England.^  as  the  lav/  now  flands  \  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  charges  of  carrying  a  pack  of 
Irtjh  yarn  from  the  port  of  Briftol  to  Colcheter  or 
Noj'wicb.,  has  been  computed  to  be  no  lefs  than  five 
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pr  cent,  at  a  medium  upon  the  prime  coft  of  the 
yarn  ;  and  the  charge  of  carrying  a  pack  of  Irijh 
wool  between  thofe  places,  is  computed  at  near  15 
per  cent,  upon  the  prime  coil  of  the  wool  ;  which 
being  impartially  confidered,  we  conceive  it  will  ap- 
pear unreafonable  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  manu- 
fadturers  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom  fhould  remain 
under  the  neceflity  of  working  up  the  IriJh  wool  and 
yarn,  near  10  per  cent,  dearer  than  others :  A  diffi- 
culty that  would  be  entirely  removed,  by  opening 
the  port  of  London,,  which  lies  conveniently  for  fup- 
plying  the  manufadlurers  o^  EJfex,  and  of  the  adja- 
cent counties. 

Thefeare  the  principal  matters  that  have  occurred 
to  us  upon  this  inquiry,  to  which  we  would  beg  leave 
to  add.  That  thofe  provifions,  as  fhall  be  approved 
of,  and  more  particularly  what  relates  to  the  regi- 
fter  IHips,  may  be  extended  to  the  ifles  of  Man^ 
Guernfey,  Jerfey,  Alderney,  and  Sark. 

All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted  to   your 
Lordfhips  great  wifdom. 

Whitehall,  Feb.  Weftmorland, 

25,1731-2.  P,  Bocminique^ 

'T,  Pelham^ 
Edw,  AJhe^ 
M,  Bladen,, 
Orl°,  Bridgeman^ 
Ar,  Croft, 
Ja,  BrtidenelL 


^he 
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Thejixth  SeJ/tm  of  the  third  Septennial  Parlia- 
ment. 

ON  the  iGih.o'^  January^  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment met  at  IVeJlminfier^  according  to  pro- 
rogation, and  his  Majefty  being  come  to  the  houle 
of  Peers,  and  feated  on  his  throne,  the  Commons 
were  fent  for  as  ufual  ;  and  his  Majefty  opened  the 
fefTion  with  the  following  fpeech,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  TT  is  a  great  fatisfadion  to  me,  that  the  prefentj^^^^^^s 
^  X   fituation  of  affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  ^^"^ 
'  makes  it  unneceflliry  for  me  to  lay  before  you  any 
'  other  reafons  for  my  calHng  you  together  at  this 

*  time,  but  the  ordinary  difpatch  of  the  public  bufi- 

*  nefs,  and  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  receiv- 

*  ing  your  advice  upon  fuch  affairs,  as  may  occur  to 
'  you,  and  fhall  require  the  care  and  confideration 

*  of  Parliament. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,, 
*  I  will  order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  you 

*  the  eftimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  ; 

*  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will,  with  the 

*  fame  chearfulnefs,  as  I  have  always  experienced  in 

*  you,   effedually  raife  fuch  fupplies,  as  you  fhall 

*  judge  neceffary  for  the  honour,  fafety,  and  defence 

*  of  the  kingdom  -,  and  I  cannot  but  recommend  it 

*  to  you,  as  a  confideration  worthy  the  Commons  of 

*  Great  Britain^  that    in    all  your  deliberations,  as 

*  well  upon  raifing  the  annual  fupplies,  as  thediftri- 
'  bution  of  the   public  revenues,   you  purfue  fuch 

*  meafures,  as  will  mofl  conduce  to  the  prefent  and 

*  future  eafe  of  thofe  you  reprefent. 

5  Nh 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'^  You  mufl:  be  fenfible,  that  k  is  very  defirable  to 
'  give  alJ  pofTible  difpatch  to  the  public  bufinefs, 

*  and  that  nothing  can  give  more  weight  and  credit 

*  to  all  your  refolutions,  than  to  avoid  unreafonable 
'  heats  and  animofities,  and  not  to  fuffer  yourfelves 

*  to  be  diverted,  by  any  fpecious  pretences,  from 
'  ftedfaftly  purfuing  the  true  intereft  of  your  coun- 
'  try  :  Let  that  be  your  firft  and  principal  care  1 

*  and  the  people  will  be  fenfible  of  the  benefits  they 
'  fhall  receive  from  your  wifdom  and  refolution  in 

*  preferring  their  eafe  and    the  public  good  to  all 

*  other  confiderations,* 

His  Majefty  being  retired,  the  Lord  Raymond^ 
who  officiated  that  day  as  Chancellor,  (becaufe  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  being  then  ill  J  reported  his 
Majefty's  fpeech  to  the  houfe  ;  and  thereupon 
the  right  hon.  the  Marquis  of  Lothian  made  a 
ihort  fpeech,  and  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, to  thank  him  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  &*r.  which  motion  was  feconded  by  the 
right  hon.  the  Lord  Lovelace^  and  agreed  to  with- 
out any  Lord's  offering  to  fpeak  againft  it,  or  to 
make  any  amendment :  which  addrefs  is  as  follows, 
viz, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
ItL^i^ll]  W^  your  Majefty'3  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
*ref«,  je(5ls,  the  Lords   fpiritual  and  temporal  in 

'  Parliament  affembled,  do  in  all  humility  return 

*  the  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  Majefty's  moft 

*  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  It  is  owing  to  the  happy  fuccefs  of  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  counfels  and  negotiations,  that  your  Majefty 

*  now  afTembles  your  Parliament,  for  no  other  rea- 
[  fons,  but  the  ordinary  difpatch  of  the  public  bufi- 

*  nefs  V 
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'  nefs;  and  your  Majefty  being  gracioufly  pleafed 
'  to  exprefs  fuch  great  fatisfadion,  in  giving  us  aa 
'  opportunity  of  humbly  offering  our  advice  to  the 
'  tiirone  upon  fuch  affairs,  as  fhall  require  the  care 
*-  and  confideration  of  Parliament,   we  think  it  in- 

*  cumbent  on  usj  ih  return^  to  confider  that  part  of 
*■  our  duty  to  be  the  highefl  honour  and  privilege  of 
'  this  houfe,  which,  as  we  have  always  enjoyed,  fo 
^  v/e  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  we  will  ne- 
'  ver  abufe. 

'  We  will  ufe  our  utmofl:  endeavours  to  proceed 

'  in  fuch    manner,  in  the  fpeedy  execution  of  the 

'  great  trufi:  repofed  in  us,  that  the  people  may  be 

*  fully  fenfible,  that  no  unreafonable  heats  or  animo- 

*  fities  fhall  delay  or  interrupt  our  deliberations,  and 

*  that  the  true  intereft  of  our  country,  the  prefent 
'  and  future  eafe  of  our  fellow-fubjeds,  and  the  pub- 
'  lie  good  of  Great  Britain,  fhall  outweigh  all  other 
'  confiderations,  though  covered  by  any  fpecious 
'  pretences  whatfoever.     Upon  thefe    foundation?j. 

*  we  may  be  confident,  that  our  refolutions  will  be 
'  agreeable  to  your  Majefty,  by  being  beneficial  to 

*  the  whole  nation.* 

This  addrefs  was  next  day  prefented  to  his  Ma-^ 
jefly,  and  his  Majefty  vras  pleafed  to  return  the  fol* 
lowing  anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

ITbank  you  for  ibis  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs.    As  the  ^^f  Maje^ 
eafe  of  my  people  and  the  public  good^  have  always  ^^  ^  ^"^^'■"* 
been  my  chief  care  and  concern,  the  zeal  that  you  fheijo 
for  the  promoti72g  of  them  cannot  but  be  very  acceptable 
to  me,  and  will  moft  effeoiually  recommend  you  to  my 
favour  and  prote^ion. 

The  honourable  the  Commons  being  returned  to  Motion  in 
their  own  houfe,  and  their  feffion  conftituted  by  read-  commons.''^ 
iug  a  bilJ,^  Mr,  Speaker  reported  to  them,  '  That  the 

Vo  L.  X.  X  *  houfe 


3o6  Parliamentary        A.  1733. 

*  hoLife  having  attended  his  Majefty  in  the  houfe  of 

*  Peers,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a  moft 

*  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament,   of 

*  which  (to  prevent  miftakes)  he  had  procured  a 
'  copy.'  And  the  Hime  being  read,  Henry  Brcmley 
Efq-,  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  fhire  for  the  county 
of  Cambridge.^  made  a  fpeech,  in  v.'hich  (among  o- 
ther  things)   he  took  notice  '  of  the  happy  fituation 

*  of  our  affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  that 

*  the  prefent  profound  tranquillity  was  intirely  ow- 
'  ing  to  his  Majefty's  great  wifdom  and  condud,  by 

*  which  he  had  furmounted    all   thofe   difficulties^ 

*  which  were  thrown  in  his  way  by  the  enemies  of 
'  the  nation,  and  had  thereby  at  lad  eflabiifhed  our 
'  affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  upon  a  mofi: 

*  firm,  and,  he  hoped,  a  lafting   bafis.     That  we 

*  owed  a  great  many  acknowledgments  of  thanks  to 

*  his  Majeify,  for  his  prudent  and  careful  manage- 

*  ment  of  our  afEiirs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 

*  therefore  he  v/ould  beg  leave  to  move,  that  ah  hum- 

*  ble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  to 

*  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  that  houfe,  for  his 

*  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ,  to  exprefs 
'  the  fatisfadlion  of  that  houfe  at  the  prefent  fituation 
'  of  affairs,   both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  toaffure 

*  his  Majefly,  that  that  houfe  would,  with  all  pof- 
'  iible  duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  juft  regard  and  con- 

*  cern  for  thofe  they  reprefented,  chearfully  and  ef- 
'  fedtually  raife  fuch  fupplies  as  fhould  be  necefflary 

*  for  the  honour,  fafety,  and  defence  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  and  his  kingdoms  \  and  that  in  all  their  de- 

*  liberations  upon  raifing  the  annual  fupplies,  and 
'  thediftribution  of  the  public  revenues,  they  would 

*  purfue  fuch  meafurcs  as  would  moft  conduce  to  the 

*  prefent  and  future  eafe  of  their  fellow-fubjedts  •,  and 

*  that,  in  order  to  give  the  neceflary  difpatch  to  the 

*  public  bufmefs,  and  that  their  proceedings  might 
'  carry  ^ith  them  that  weight  and  credit  in  the  na- 

*  tion,  which  ought  always  to  attend  the  rcfolutions 

*  of 
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*  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^  they  would  en- 
'  deavour  to  avoid  all  iinreafonahle  heats  and  anmo- 
"•  fities^  and  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  diverted,  by 
'  any  fpecious  pretences  whatfoever,  from  ftedfaftly 
«  purfuing  the  true  interelt  of  their  country,  which 

*  fhould,  upon  all  occafions,  be  their  firfl  and  prin- 
^  cipal  care.* 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  John  Knight  Efq; 
one  of  the  reprefcntatives  for  the-  borough  of  Sudbury 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk^  who  likewife  made  a  fhort 
fpeech,  in  praife  of  his  Majefcy's  condu6l;  and  con- 
cluded, That  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  be  unani- 
mous, in  agreeing  to  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  moved 
for  by  che  honourable  member  who  had  fpoke  be- 
fore him. 

After  this  there  enfued  a  debate  in  the  houfe,  in 
which  the  following  gentlemen  fpoke  in  fubftance, 
or  to  the  efred  as  follows,  viz. 

The  lirft  that  fpoke  after  Mr.  Knight^  was, 

Sir  John  Barnard^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
the  city  of  London^  who  fa  id  : 

*  Sir,  1  fiiall  always  be  ready  to  make  all  proper  sir  7^^^^ 
«  acknowledgments  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty -,  but^eeX  * 
'  th^re  are  fome  words  in  the  motion  made  by  the 

*  honourable   gentleman  v/ho  fpoke  firft-,  which  I 

*  cannot  but  take  notice  of.  I  do  not  really  know, 
«  Sir,  what  the  honourable  gentleman  means  by  the 

*  words,  TVe  will  endeavour  to  avoid  all  unreafonable 

*  heats  and  animofities^  and  not  fuffer  our  [elves  to  he 

*  diverted  by  any  fpecious  pretences  whatfoever,  I  hope, 
'  Sir,  there  never  were,  1  hope  there  never  will  be, 

*  any  unreafonable  heats  or  animofities  in  this  houfe, 

*  nor  any  fpecious  pretences   made  ufe  of,  by  any 

*  gentleman  who  has  the  honour  to  be   a  member 

*  thereof;  at  leaft  I  hope,  that  if  any  man  fhall  ever 

*  be  vain  enough  to  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  this 

*  houfe,    by   making  ufe  of  fpecious  pretences  for 

*  concealing  defigns,  which  he  dare  not  openly  avow, 

X2  <I 


3o8  Parliamentary      A.  1733. 

'  1  hope,  I  fciy.  Sir,  that  there  will  always  be  in  this 
'  houle  men  of  underftanding  and  integrity,    fuffi- 

*  cient  to  expofe  any  fuch  attempt,  and  to  render  it 

*  vain  and  ridiculous.  But,  Sir,  if  any  gentleman 
'  of  the  houfe  happens  not  to  like  what  is  faid,  or 
'  what  is  moved  for  by  another,  cannot  he  oppofe 

*  it,  and  giv^e  his  reafons  for  fo  doing,  without  be- 

*  ing  guilty  of  any  unreafonable  heat  or  animofity, 

*  or  of  making  ufe  of  fpecious  pretences  ?   I  mud  fay, 

*  Sir,  that  the  defiring  fuch  words  to  be  put  into  our 

*  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefly,  to  me  looks  as  if 

*  the  gentleman  were  confciou?,  that  there  is  fome- 

*  thing  to  be  brought  before  us  in  this  feffion  of  Par- 
«  liament,  which  he  forefees  will  meet  with  a  warm 
'  oppofition  ;  and  I  hope,  if  any  thing  of  an  extra- 
'  ordinary  nature  is  to  be  brought  before  us,  no  gen- 
^  tleman  will  be  precluded  by  thefe  words,  or  by  any 

*  words  that  can  be  put  into  our  addrefs,  from  giving 
'  his  fentiments  freely  upon  any  queftion  that  may 

<  occur.     If  any  thing  fhould  happen  to  be  propofed 

*  in  this  houfe,  which  evidently  appears  to  be  incon- 

*  fiftent  with  the  liberties  or  the  trade  of  this  nation, 

<  I  hope  the  indignation  of  every  man  that  thinks  fo, 

<  will  rife  again  ft:  fuch  a  propofuion,  and  that  he  will 
«  oppofe  it  with  that  honelt  warmth,  as  becomes  e- 
«  very  man  who  has  the  happinefs  of  his  country 

*  really  at  heart :  Such  a  warmth  is  no  unreafonable 
«  heat  *,  it  does  not  proceed  from  animofity,  but  from 
'  that  honeft  zeal  which   every  man  in  this  houfe 

*  ought  to  have,  for  the  conftitution  of  his  country, 

*  and  for  the  liberties  and  properties  of  the  people 
'  he  reprefents. 

'  But,  Sir,  before  I  fay  any  thing  more  upon  this 
'  fubjed,  I  muft  take  notice  of  a  preceding  part  of 

*  the  motion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  :  He 

*  propofes  for  us  to  fay.  That  we  will  raife  the  fupplies 

*  in  fuch  manner^  as  will  moft  conduce  to  the  prcfent 

*  and  future  eafe  of  the  fubje5l.     Now,  Sir,^  I  mud 

*  take  notice,  that  there  feems  to  be  a  great  jealoufy 

'  without 
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'  without  doors,  as  iFfomething  were  intended  to  be 
'  done  in  this  leiTion  of  Parliament,  that  may  be  de- 
'  ftrudtive  to  our  liberties,  and  detrimental  to  our 
'  trade:  From  whence  this jealoufy  hath  arifen  1  do 

*  not  know,  but  certain  it  is  that  diere  is  fuch  a 
'  jealoufy  among  all  forts  of  people,  and  in  all  cor- 

*  ners  of  the  nation  -,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  take 
'  the  firft  opportunity  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
'  pie,  and  to  affure  themj  that  they  may  depend  up- 

*  on  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  members  of  this 
'  houfe,  and  that  we  never  will  confent  to  any  thing 
'  that  may  have  the  lead  appearance  of  being  deftruc- 
'  tive  to  their  liberties,  or  detrimental  to  their  trade ; 
'  for  which  reafon,  Sir,  I  muft  move  for  an  amend- 

*  ment,  and  that  thefe  words,  J^id  fuch  as  fioall  he 
'  confiftent  with  the  trade^  intercfi  and  liberty  of  the 
'  nation^  may  be  added,  to  what  the   honourable 

*  gentleman  has  already  propofed.' 

Samuel  Sandys  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentaiives  for  Mr.  San- 
the  city  of  JVorcefter.     '  Sir,  I  am  of  the  fame  opi-  ^->'^'^  ^^'''^' 
'  nion  v/ith  the  honourable  gentleman  that  fpoke 

*  lad  ;  I  can  fee  no  occafion  or  necelTity  for  our 
'  faying,  that  we  will  endeavour  to  avoid  all  unrea- 
'  fonable  heats  and  animofities,  and  not  fnffer  our- 
'  felves  to  be  diverted  by  any  fpecious  pretences. 

*  With  refped  to  this  houfe,  or  any  thing  that  may 
'  happen  therein,  it  is  neyer  to  be  prefumtd,  nor  fq 

*  much  as  imagined,  that  we  fhall  ever  fall  into  any 
'  unreafonable  heats  or  animofities,  or  that  we  fhall 
'  fufFerourfelves  to  be  diverted  by  fpecious pretences, 
'  from  ftedfaftly  purfuirtg  the  true  intereft  of  our 

*  country.  No  fuch  thing  is  ever  to  be  prefumed  of 
'  any  houfe  of  Commons ;  and  I  think  it  is  as  little 
'  to  be  prefumed,  gr  expedled  from  this  houfe,  as  it 
'  ever  can  be  from  any  houfe  of  Commons  in  this 
'  nation.  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  I  think  it  a  little 
'  ftrange,  that  this  houfe,  after  it  has  fat  fo  quietly 
I  for  fo  many  fefllons,  after  it  has  granted  fo  many 

X  3  *  ai24 


310  Parliamentary        A.  1733. 

^  and  fo  confiderable  fupplies  ;  it  feems,  I  lay,  Sir, 

*  to  me  a  little  ftrange,  that  we  fhould  now  at  laft, 

*  in  fuch  a  particular  manner,  be  put  in  mind  of  our 

*  duty,  and  be  defired  to  avoid  all  unreafonable  heats 

*  and  animofities.     As  for  the  other  part  of  the  mo- 

*  tion  for  an  addrefs,^  taken  notice  of  by  the  honoura- 

*  ble  gentleman  near  me,  1  think  the  amendment  he 

*  has  propofed  is  not  only  very  proper,  but  that  it  is 

*  at  prefent  become  abfolutely  necefTary  to  add  fome 

*  fuch  words  as  he  has  propofed,  and  therefore  I  fe- 
^  cond  his  motion.' 

Mr.  Ship-       William  Shippen  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
^^«'s /peech.  fQj.  j-}^g  borough  o{  Newtown  in  Lancajhire.     '  Sir, 

*  I  have  always  been  again fb  long  addreffes  ;  I  am 
^  ready  enough  to  agree  to  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to 

*  his  Majefly  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne ;  but  fuch  an  addrefs  ought  to  be  in  the  moil 

*  cone ife  terms,  and  the  moil  general  words:  This 

*  was  the  ancient  ufage  of  Parliament,  and  I  find  but 
'  few  of  our  old  cuftoms  that  are  altered  for  the  bet- 

*  ter  :  However,  if  we  muft  go  on  with  the  cuftom 

*  of  making  long-winded   addrefles,    I   think    we 

*  ought  to  take  fome  notice  of  the  fpirit  that  is  at 

*  prefent  among  the  people.  It  is  very  certain,  that 
^  there  are  great  fears,  jealoufies  and  fufpicions 
'  without  doors,  that  fomething  is  to  be  attempted 

*  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  which  is  generally 

*  thought  to  be  deftrudlive  to  the  liberties  and  to  the 

*  trade  of  this  nation.     There  is  at  prefent  a  moft  re- 

*  markable  and  a  moft  general  fpirit  among  the  pec-. 

*  pie  for  protecting  and  defending  their  liberties  and 
f  their  trade,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  attempts  which 

*  they  expe6l  are  to  be  made  again  it  both  :  From 

*  all  quarters  we  hear  of  meetings  and  refolutions  for 

*  that  purpofe  •,  and  this  fpirit  is  fo  general,  that  it  can- 
®  not  be  afcribed  to  any  one  fet  of  men  :  They  can- 
^  not  be  branded  with  the  name  of  Jacobites  or  of 
;  jfepublicans,  nor  can  it  be  faid  that  .this  oppofition 

\  is 
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*  is  made  only  by  Jacobites  and  Republicans :  No  y 
the  whole  people  of  England  feem  to  be  united  in 
this  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  oppofuion.  Whether  there 

'  be  any  reafon  or  ground  for  exerting  fuch  a  fpiric 
at  prefent,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  am  fure  it  ought 
not  to  be  intirely  negleded.     It  is  well  known  that 

*  I  am  no  friend  to  popular  remonflrances  *,  a  man 
«  that  is  a  favourer  of  monarchy,  cannot  well  ap- 

*  prove  of  fuch  meafures.  But  fuch  remonftrances 
'  are  not  to  be  contemned  :  A  thorough  contempt 
'  of  them  may  produce  the  mod  terrible  effedls. 

'  I  look  on  it,  Sir,  as  a  mofl  certain  maxim,  that 
^  the  people  never  would  fo  generally  complain,  un- 
'  lefs  they  found  themfelves  fome  way  hurt;  when 
^  they  find  themfelves  hurt,  they  will,  they  have  a 

*  right  to  complain,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  take  notice 
^  of  their  complaints ;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  ought, 

*  Sir,  to  have  a  regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
^  Parliament,  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
?  add  to  the  amendment  propofed,  and  move  that 
'  thefe  words,  and  fuch  as  Jhall  be  co'nfiftent  with  the 
'  honour  and  jujiice  of  Parliament^  may  be  added  to 
^  what  has  been  before  propofed.' 

The  adding  of  thefe  words  was  approved  of  by 
Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Sandys  j  and  then, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flood  up,  and  faid,  sir  Roiers 
M  now  rife  up.  Sir,  to  do  what  is  not  ufual  for  me^'^f^t* 

*  to  do  ;   I  rife  up  to  fecond  a  motion  made  by  my 

*  worthy  friend  who  fpoke  laft.  I  was  really,  Sir,  of 
'opinion,  that. his  Majefty's  fpeech  was  in  fuch 
*■  terms,  that  no  exception  could  have  been  taken  to 

*  any  one  word  of  it  \  and  the  motion  for  an  addrefs 

*  of  thanks  was  fo  Ihort  and  fo  agreeable  to  his  Ma- 
*jefty's  fpeech,  that  I  could  not  imagine  any  fuch 

*  objedlion  could  have  been  made,  as  has  been  made 

*  to  fome  of  the  words  thereof.     His  Majefty  in  his 

*  fpeech  recommends  the  avoiding  of  unreafonable 

X  4  *  heats 
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*  heats  ^nd  animofitles,  and  in  anfwer  to  that  part  of 
'  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  the  honourable  gentleman 

*  who  moved  for  the  addrefs,  propofed  that  we 
^  fhould  fay,  that  we  would  avoid  all  unreafonable 
'  heats  and  animofities.  In  my  opinion,  there  can- 
'  not  be  a  more  proper  return  to  that  part  of  the 
'  fpeech  *,  and  as  his  Maiefty  only  defires  that  we 
'  would  avoid  all  unreafonable  heats  and  animofities, 
^  he  furely  did   not  thereby  intend  to  preclude  any 

/  *  man  from  offering   his  fentiments  freely  on  what- 

*  ever  may  be  propofed.     If  any  thing  be  propofed 

*  that  is  inconfiitent  with  the  public  good,  no  oppo- 

*  fition  thereto  can  be  called  an  unreafonable  heat  or 
'  animofity  *,  nor  is  fuch  an  oppofition  any  way 
'  comprehended  in  the  words  made  ufe  of  by  his 

*  Majefty  in  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
'  throne. 

*  As  for  the  amendment  propofed  to  the  other 
'  part  of  the  motion,  it  really  feems  to  me  to  be  lia- 
^  ble  to  the  fame  obje6lion  that  has  been  made  to 

*  the  words  I  have  juft  nov/  taken  notice  of.     It  is 

*  not  to  be  prefumed  that  we  will  do  any  thing  that 

*  is  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  and  juilice  of  Par- 
'  liament  ;  if  any  fuch  thing  fhould  be  propofed,  it 

*  would  without  doubt  be  reje6led  with  fcorn.     And 

*  as  for  the  trade  of  the  nation,  I  do  not  know  what 
'  the  gentlemen  mean  thereby ;  but  as  to  what  I  mean 

*  by  the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  in  fo  far  as  I  un- 
'  derftand  it,  I  hope  nothing  will  ever  be  brought 

*  Into  this  houfe  that  is  or  can  be  detrimental  there- 
'  to  ;  if  there  fhould,  it  would  moft  certainly  be  re- 
'  je6led.     I  am  fure.  Sir,  that  I  know  of  no  fuch 

*  defign,  I  know  of  nothing  that  is  to  be  brought 

*  in,  that  can  any  way  injure  the  trade  of  the  nation ; 

*  but  if  any  thing  can  be  propofed  for  the  improve- 

*  ment  thereof,  I  fhall  very  readily  agree  to  it,  and 

*  fo  I  hope  will  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe. 

'  I  agree.  Sir,  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 

*  fpoke  laft,  that  the  complaints  of  the  people  are 

'  HOC 
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'  not  to  be  neglecled,  when  they  are  fincere  and 
'  true  ;  I  hope  they  will  always  be  regarded  by  every 
'  gentleman  in  this  houfe  :  If  the  people  are  hampered 
'  in  their  trade,  or  in  any  other  way  hurt,  they  muft 
'  feel  it,  and  they  will  feel  it  before  they  begin  to 

*  complain  ;  in  fuch  cafe,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  houfe 
'  not  only  to  hear  their  complaints,  but  to  find  out 
'  a  remedy  if  poflible  :  But,  Sir,  the  people  may  be 

*  taught  to  complain,  they  may  be  made  to   fed 

*  imaginary  ills,  and  by  fuch  pradices  they  are  often 
'  induced  to  make  complaints  before  they  feel  any 
■  uneafinefs.  However,  let  the  people's  complaints 
'  be  real  or  imaginary,  let  them  be  well  or  ill  found- 

*  ed,  it  does  not  fignify  to  the  prefent  queftion :  If 
'  the  gentlemen  think  it  neceflary  to  add  the  words 
'  they  have  propofed,  the  adding  or  not  adding  of 
'  them  is  to  me  a  matter  of  abfolute  indifference. 
'  they  may  do  whatever  they  think  proper.' 

JVaher  Plumer  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentativesMr.p;/.«rr 
for  the  borough  of  Apulhy  in  W efi  morel  an  d^  faid,^^^^''^^* 
'  I  do  not  know.  Sir,  whether  or  no  the  people  may 
^  be  taught  to  complain  when  they  feel  no  hurt ;  but 
'  I  am  lure,  that  if  they  are  by  any  means  taught  not 
'  to  complain,  they  will  at  laft  come  to  feel  the  hurt 
'  moft  feverely ;  and  then  perhaps  their  complaints 
'  may  fignify  nothing,  they  will  be  contemned  even 
'  by  thofe  who  have  done  them  the  greatefb  iniu- 
'  ries.' 

Sir  John  Barnard,     '  Sir,  If  the  honourable  gen- sir  John 

*  tleman  on  the  floor  thinks  that  our  trade  cannot  be^-""^"^"^* 

*  hurt  by  what  the  people  feem  to  be  afraid  of,  I  am*    ^'''  ' 
'  fure  he  muft  think  that  he  underftands  trade  better 

'  than  all  the  traders  in  England:  And  if  he  thinks 

*  he  has  a  better  notion  of  trade  than  all  the  traders 

*  in  England^  I  do  not  really  underftand  what  trade 
'  he  means,  but  he  muft  mean  by  the  trade  of  the 

*  nation  fomething  different  from  what  is  thereby 

*  meant 
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*  meant  by  all  thofe  that  are  concerned  therein.     I 

*  thought,  Sir,  I  had  given  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
'  adding  the  words  I  propofed,  but  fince  it  has  been 

*  infinuated  that  they  are  liable  to  the  fame  objection 
'  that  the  words  firft  taken  no'.ice  of  by  me,  are 

*  liable  unto,  I  muft  explain  my  fe!f  a  little  farther. 

*  It  is  certainly  to  be  prefumed,  that  this  houfe  will 
'  never  agree  to  any  thing  that  is  defl:ru6live  to  the 
'  liberties,  or  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  the  nation  i 

*  I  am  fure,  if  ever  we  do,  we  fhall  do  what  is  in- 
'  confiftent  with  the  honour  and  juftice  of  Parlia- 

*  ment.  This,  Sir,  is  certainly  not  to  be  prefumed  ; 
'  yet  we  find  there  is  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  gone  forth, 

*  there  are  very  general  apprehenfions  that   fome 

*  fuch  thing  is  intended ;  and  for  this  reafon,  Sir, 
'  I  moved  for  the  amendment ;  but  there  are  no  jea- 

*  loufies,  no  fears,  of  our.  falling  into  unreafonable 

*  heats  and  animofities ;  his  Majefly,  I  hope,  never 
'  had  any  fuch  jealoufy,  and  I  am  fure  the  body  of 
'  the  people  apprehend   no  fuch  misfortune  :  and 

*  therefore.  Sir,  there  is  no  reafon  for  having  any 

*  fuch  words  in  our  addrefs.* 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  amendment 
propofed  was  agreed  to  without  any  divifion.  After 
which. 


Srr  Thomas 


Sir  Thomas  Aftoyi^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the 
f^sch."  borough  of  Leverpool  in  Lancajhire^  Hood  up  and 
fiid,  '  Sir,  I  cannot  in  any  addrefs  to  be  prefented 
^  to  his  Majelfy,  approve  of  faying  what  I  do  not 
'  believe  to  be  true.  It  is  propofed  that  we  fhould 
'  congratulate  his  Majefly  upon  the  fituation  of  af- 

*  fairs  both  abroad  and  at  home.     This,  Sir,  I  can- 

*  not  by  any  means  agree  to,  becaufe  I  do  not  really 
'  think  that  our  affairs  are  in  the  beil  fituation  either 
^abroad  or  at  home.     Are  not  our  neighbours  the 

*  French  flill  going  on  in  fortifying  and  reftoring  the 

*  harbour  of  Dunkirky  under  our  very  nofe,  and  con- 

'  trary 
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'  trary  to  the  faith  of  the  mofb  folemn  treaties  ?    We 

*  cannot  now  fay  that  the  Fre?jcb  are  our  good  allies, 
'  and  by  their  behaviour  in  this  particular,  we  may 
'  fee  that  we  cannot  much  depend  on  the  fiiith  of 
'  any  of  the  treaties  now  fubfiiling  between  us  and 

*  them  :  Even  this  very  affair  we  may  perhaps  in  a 
'  little  time  hear  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument  for 
'  our  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army  in  time 
'  of  peace  •,  and  can  we  exprefs  a  fatisfadlion  at 
'  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  as  long  as  there 

*  is  any  argument  hft  for  keeping  up  a  numerous 
«  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace,  which  has  always 
'  been  thought  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  conftitution 

*  and  the  liberties  of  our  country  ? 

'  Have  our  merchants.  Sir,  as  yet  met  with  any 
'  redrefs  for  thofe  depredations  committed  upon  them 

*  by  the  Spaniards?  Is  not  that  affair  ftill  delayed 
'  and  put  off,  notwithftanding  of  the  moft  explicit 
'  engagements  entered  into  by  the  famous  treaty  of 
'  Seville,  that  treaty  which  we  have  heard  fo  much 

*  applauded,  and  by  which  we  entered  ifltoengage- 
'  ments  of  the  grearcft  confequence ;  on  our  part,  it 
*•  has  been  m.oft  pundually  performed,  and  yet  our 
'  plundered  countrymen,  our  merchants  are  ftill 
'  waiting  for  that  reparation  which  in  juftice  is  due 
'  to  them,  which  by  the  moft  folemn  engagements 
'  has  beenftipulated  for  them,  and  which  was,  I  may 
'  fiiy,  the  only  ftipulation  in  our  favour  contained 
'  in  that  treaty.  Shall  we  then  fay.  Sir,  that  we  are 
'  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  fituation   of  our  affairs, 

*  while  the  cries  and  complaints  of  our  injured  and 
'•  unredrefTed  countrymen  are  daily  meeting  us  in 
'  every  corner  of  the  ftreets  ? 

^  Again,  Sir,  as  to  our  home-affairs,  is  not  our 

*  trade  daily  decaying  ?  even  our  ftaple  manufadure 
'  is  almoft  quite  undone.     There  is  fcarcely  any  fort 

*  of  trade  in  a  thriving  condition,  but  that  in  Change- 
^  ;^%>  and  there.  Sir,  there  are  fuch  abominable 

*  frauds* 
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*  frauds,  and  fuch  wicked  impofitions  daily  pradli- 
*-  fed,  that  many    honeft  well-meaning    men  have 

*  thereby  been  totally  ruined  and  undone.  Does  not 
'  almoil  every  feffion  of  Parliament  open  to  us  fome 
'  new  fcene  of  villainy  and  roguery  ?  Thefe  cala- 
'  mities  are  almoil  univerfal  ;  they  do  not  fall  upon 
'  fingle  perfons,  or  upon  a  few,  but  upon    mul- 

*  titudes  at  a  time  ;  and  thefe,  Sir,  for  what  Iknow, 
'  may   be  owing  in  fome  meafure  to  fome  of  thofe 

*  perfons  who  have  in  their  hands  the  management 
'  of  public  affairs  :  It  may  be  owing  to  their  negledl 
'  that  rogues  are  thus  enabled  to  drefs  up  and  m.a- 
'  nage  fuch  public  fcenes  of  knavery.     While  fuch 

*  fraudulent  pradices   are  fuffered,  and   our   trade 

*  thereby    fo  much   injured,  can  we   approach   the 

*  throne,  and  fay  in  fuch  a  folemn  manner,  that  we 
'  are   fatisfied     with     the   fituation    of  our   affairs 

*  at  home  ?  For  my  part.  Sir,  I  am  no  way  fatisfied 
'  with  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs  either  abroad 
'  or  at  home,  and  therefore  I  mufl  move  that  thefe 
'  words  fhould  be  left  out,  or  fome  way  altered.' 

Upon  this  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Speaker  rofe 
up  and  acquainted  him,  that  by  the  orders  of  the 
houfe,  and  the  conflant  forms  of  their  proceedings, 
the  making  of  an  amendment  to  any  part  of  a  mo- 
tion, was  an  approbation  of  every  preceding  part 
of  that  motion  ;  and  as  that  part  of  the  motion 
which  he  propofed  to  amend,  preceded  that  which 
the  houfe  had  agreed  to  amend,  therefore  they 
could  not  now  receive  his  motion. 

This  laft  motion  being  thus  dropt,  the  queflion 
was  put  upon  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Bromley^  as 
mended  by  Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Shippen^  and 
was  carried  without  any  divifion  ^  whereupon  an  ad- 
drefs  was  drawn  up,  and  being  approved  of  by  the 
houfe,  the  fame  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty  on  the 
iBthof  January^  and  is  as  follows,  viz, 

Mofi 
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M oft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
'^TTE  your  Majefty's    mofl  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs of 
<   W     fubjeas,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain'^^^^^^ 
'  In  Parliament  aflembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  re- 
<•  turn  your  Majefty   our   moil  fmcere  and   hearty 
'  thanks    for  your  moll  gracious  fpeech   from    the 
'  throne. 

'  The  fituation  of  affairs  both  at  home  and  a- 
'  broad,  gives  your  faithful  Commons  the  higheft 
'  fatisfadion,  and  fills  their  hearts  with  the  deepeft 

*  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  your  Majefty,  being  fully  fen- 
*•  fible,  that  the  prefent  happinefs  we  enjoy,  is  the 
'  intire  effed  of  your  Majefty's  wifdom  and  refolu- 
'  tion. 

*  Such  fupplies  as  Ihall  be  neceiTary  for  the  ho- 
'  nour,  fafety,  and  defence  of  your  Majefty,  and 

*  your  kingdom,  fhall  chearfully  and  effedually  be 

*  raifed  by  your  faithful  Commons,  with  all  poiTibJe 
'  duty  to  your  Majefty,  and  a  juft  regard  and  con- 
'  cern  for  thofe  we  reprefent. 

'  We  alfo  beg  leave  to  afture  your  Majefty,  that 
'  in  all  our  deliberations,  as  well  in  raifuig  the  fup- 
'  plies,  as  in  the  diftribution  of  the  public  reve- 
'  nues,  we  will  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  will  moft 
'  conduce  to  the  prefent  and  future  eafe  of  our  ^d- 
'  low-fubjedls,  and  fuch  as,  agreeably  to  your  Ma- 
'  jefty's  known  goodnefs  and  gracious  intentions  to- 
'  wards  your  people,  and  the  conftant  endeavours  of 
'  your  faithful  Commons,  fhall  be  confiftent  with 
'  the  honour  and  juftice  of  Parliament,  and  with  the 

*  trade,  intereft,  and  liberty  of  the  nation. 

'  That  our  proceedings  may  carry  v/ith  them  ths 
'  weight  and  credit,  which  always  ought  to  attend 

*  the  refolutions  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^ 

*  and  that  the  necelTary  difpatch  may  be  given  to 
*-  the  public  bufinefs,  we  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endea- 
'  voursto  avoid  all  unreafonable  heats  andanimofities, 
^  nor  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  diverted  by  any  fpecious 

'  preterrces 
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'  pretences    whatfoever,    from  ftedfaftly    purfuing 

*  the  true  intereft  of  our  country,  which,  in  purfu- 

*  ance  of  your  Majeily's  moll  gracious  recommen- 
^  dation,  from  your  great  example,  and  our  own  in- 

*  difpenfable  duty,   fhall  upon  all  occafions  be  our 

*  firft  and  principal  care.' 


To  which  addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  fol- 
lowing mofl:  gracious  anfwer,  viz. 

Gentlemen, 
IniJ^T"'  l^^^^^^y^^  ^^y  thanks  for  thefe  dutiful  afjurances  of 

your  Zealand  affeEiion  for  me  :  And  I  make  no  doubt 
hut  that  your  refolutions  to  purfue  fucb  meajures^  as 
will  mojl  conduce  to  the  eafe  and  true  inter eji  of  all  my 
fubje^s^  will  as  effe5iually  recommend  you  to  the  good 
opinion  and  efteem  of  my  people^  as  they  are  acceptable 
to  me, 

^tock-job-       On  the  25th  of  January^  it  was  ordered,  nemine 
bing  bill,    contradicente^  that  leave  Ihould  be  given  to  bring  in 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of  ftock-job- 

bing. 

-,  On  the   2 1  ft  day  oVJanuary.  the  houfe  of  Corn- 

Debate  on  ,  ->.  •'1*^  -^  rr^         irr« 

bringing  in  mons  happening  to  have  no  prefnng  buuneis  imme- 
the  penfion-  diately  before  them, 

Samuel  Sandys  Efq;   ftood  up,  and  fpoke   in  fub- 
ftanceas  follows,  i;/^. 
Ur.Sandyih     <  Sir,  As  the  houfe  feems  at  prefent  to  be  at  leifure, 
pcec  .        ^  J  ^-|^^||  ^^j^^  ^j^^  opportunity  to  put  thtm  in  mind  of 

*  a  bill  that  for  two  or  three  feffions  fucceflively  has 
'  palled  in  this  houfe  without  any  oppofition,  and 
'  has  been  as  often  thrown  out  in  the  other.  What 
'  their  reafons  were  in  the  other  houfe  for  fo  often 

*  throwing  out  fi\fh  a  bill,  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me 

*  fo  much  as  to  guefs  at  5    but  I  think  it  never  met 

*  with  any  real  oppofition  in  this  houfe  :  There  were 

*  indeed  fome  <^entlemen  who   teftified   a  fort  of 

*  dinike 
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*  diflike  to  the  bill,  but  L  think  they  never  carried 

*  it  fo  far  as  to  form  any  argument  againft  it,  or  to 

*  brino;  the  affliir  to  a  debate.  It  has  been  often  re- 
'  marked,  that  there   never  was  as   yet  any  thing 

*  brought  into  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  that  was 
'  really  in  itfelf  ufeful  and  neccflary  for  the  public 
'  welfare,  b.it  what  by  a  proper  perfeverance  was  at 
'  la  ft  carried  through  and  pafTed  into  a  law.     Even 

*  a  good  thing  may  for  a  confiderable  time  by  many 

*  be  miftaken  ;  from  private  pafllons  and  prejudices, 

*  for  want  of  being  rightly  underflood,  it  may  for 
'  fome  time  meet  with  oppofition,  but  truth  and  rea- 
'  fon  will  always  at  laft  prevail,  and  when  we  are 

*  fully  convinced  of  the  goodnefs  and  ufefulnefs  of 
'  what  is  offered,  it  has  always  hitherto  been  found, 
'  that  a  fenfe  of  our  duty,  has,   in    both  houfes  of 

*  Parliament,   got  the    better  of  all    other  paiTions 

*  which  fome  men  might  privately  harbour  in  therr 

*  breafts.     This,  Sir,  encourages  me  to  perfevere  in 

*  what  I  have  fo  often  had  the  honour  to  offer  to  this 

*  houfe,  and  to  renew  ica_^ain  this  felHon,  notwith- 

*  (landing  its  bad  flice  in  former  felTions  of  Parlia- 

*  ment.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  v/hat  I 
'  have  to  offer  is  not  only  a  eood  thino;,  but  abfo- 

*  lutely  neceffary  for  the  preservation  of  our  confti- 

*  tution  ;  and  therefore,  I  hope  it  will,  by  its  own 
'  weight,  at  laft  force  its  way  through  the  oppofition 
'  it  has  hitherto  met  met  with. 

'  I  believe.  Sir,  every  gentleman  in  the  houfe  by 

*  this  time  fuppoies,  that  I  mean  the  bill  for  making 
'  more  effedual  the  laws  in  being,  for  difabling  per- 

*  fons  from  being  chofen  members  of,  or  fitting  or 

*  voting  in  the  houfe,  who  have  any  penfion  during 

*  pleafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  of- 
'  fice  held  in  truft  for  them.     This  is  the  bill.  Sir, 

*  I  propofe  to  have  renewed,  and  as  this  houfe  has 
'  been  ful^y  apprifed  of  the  contents  of  the  bill  de- 
'  figned  in  former  fcffions  for  thefe  good  and  fdu- 

*  tary  purpofes j  I  have  prepared  a  bill  which  I  have 

4  '  here 
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'  here  ready  to  offer  to  the  houfe,  and  which  is  the 

*  very  fame,  word  for  word,  with  that  which  in 
'  the  very  laft  fefiion  of  Parliament  had  the  appro- 
'  bation  of  this  houfe  ;  I  therefore  think  it  quite  un- 
'  necefTary  to  move  the  houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in 
'  fuch  a  bill  ;  but  my  motion,  Sir,  fhall  be,  for  leave 

*  to  bring  up  the  bill  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand.' 

Upon  this  there  enfued  a  debate,  in  which  the  foU 
lowing  gentlemen  fpoke  in  fubftance,  or  to  the  ef- 
fedl  as  follows,  viz. 


fpeech. 


Mr.  m'ft^       Thomas  Winnington  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
wh"**     for  the  borough  of  Broitwich  in  WorcejierflAre^  faid, 

*  Sir,  As  to  the  bill  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  which  has  been  fo  often 
'  paflfed  in  this  houfe,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  againft 
'  it  *,  and  I  do  not  know  but  that   the  bill  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  has  prepared,  may  be  the  very 

*  fame  with  that  which  had  the  approbation  of  this 
'  houfe  in  the  laft  felTion    of  Parliament  ;  I  believe 

*  it  is  the  fame  :  but.   Sir,  the  conftant  pradlice  of 

*  this  houfe  has  been,  at  leaft  for   a  hundred  years 

*  paft,  that  no  bill  fhall  be  brought  into  this  houfe, 

*  till  leave  be  firft  asked  and  granted  for  bringing 
'  in  fuch  a  bill  as  is  moved  for.     This,  I  fay,  Sir, 

*  has  been  for  many  years  the  method  ufually  ob- 
^  ferved  in  this  houfe,  and  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why 

*  it  fliould  be  altered  in  theprefent  cafe.  It  is  indeed 

*  my  opinion,   that  in  no  cafe  it    ought  to  be  al- 

*  tered  ;  for  if  we  fhould  again  fall  into  the  ancient 

*  method,  and  allow  every  member  to  prefent  what- 
'  ever  he  pleafed  to  the  houfe,  we  might  perhaps 
'  foon   have  fome  things   brought  upon  our  table, 

*  which  we  fhould  have  good  reafon  to  wifh   had 

*  never  appeared    there.     If  that  ancient    cuftom 

*  fhould  be  revived,  of  allowing  every  member  to 

*  bring  at  once  into  the  houfe  whatever  he  pleafed, 
n  *  xhe 
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'  the  hoLife  might  be  furprifed  into  things  which 
'  might  be  very  improper,  and  perhaps  altogether  in- 
'  coniiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
*•  houfe.  For  this  reafon,  Sir,  I  think  that  the  mo- 
'  tion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  not 
'  to  be  complied  with,  and  therefore  I  move  for  the 
'  order  of  the  day.' 

Sir  Edward  Stanley^    one  of  the  knights  of  the^'xr  Ed-warA 
fhire  for  the  county  of  L^;/r^^r,  faid,  *  Sir,  Since  ^'^g"^-^'* 
'  the  honourable  gendem.an  has  alf ured  us,  that  the 

*  bill  he  has  prepared,  and  has  now  in  his  hand,  is 
'  the  very  fame  with  that  which  in  laft  fellion  of 

*  Parliament  had  the  approbation  of  this  houfe,  I 
'-  mull  be  of  opinion,  that  there  is  nothing  extra- 
'  ordinary  in  the  motion  he  has  made.  We  are  told, 
'  Sir,  that  it  has  been  the  conftant  pra6lice  of  this 
'  houfe  for  many  years,  that  no  bill  fhall  be  brought 

*  in  without  having  firft  obtained  ihe  leave  of  the 
'  houfe  for  fo  doing;  why,  Sir,  this  is  the  very  thing 
'  the  gentleman  has  moved  for  :  He  has  moved  for 
'  leave  to  bring  up  a  bill  which  he  tells  you  is  the 
'  very  fame  with  that  you  have  already  fo  often  ap- 

*  proved  of:  There  can  be  nothing  irregular  in  fucii 
and  therefore,  Sir,  I  fecond  it .' 


Sir  William  Tonge^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  sir  wm. 
the  borough  of  Honiton  in  Devonfoire^  faid,  '  I  do  ^'"'^'''« 

*  not  at  all  wonder.  Sir,  to  fee  the  gendeman  who  ^^^^ 
*-  made  the  firil  motion,  perfevere  in  the  fame  thing; 

*  but  I  m.uft  confefs  I  am  a  litde  furprifed   to  fee 
'  feveral  Hale  topics  every  year  renewed  and  infifted 

*  on  by  fome  gentlemen  in  this  houfe,  notwithftand^- 

*  ing  their  having  feen  thefe  topics  fo  often  difap- 

*  proved  of  by  a  majority  of  the   houfe.     As  to 
'  thefe.  Sir,  I  am  really  quite  tired  with  hearing  the 

*  fame  arguments  repeated  over  and  over  again  every 

*  feflion  of  Parliament.     The  honourable  gentleman 
f  fhould  not  have  faid  that  the  bill  he  mentioned 

y  o  L.  X,  y  *  had 


'i&^ 
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had  always  pafTed  even  in  this  houfe  without  any 
oppofition  ;  there  was  generally  fome  gendemen 
appeared  againll  it,  and  even  teftified  their  diflike 
to  it.  But  let  the  bill  be  what  it  will,  let  it  be  a 
good  thing,  or  let  it  be  a  bad  thing,  the  manner 
in  which  the  gendeman  defires  to  have  it  introdu- 
ced, is  very  extraordinary.  It  is  indeed  a  privi- 
lege of  the  members  of  the  odier  houfe,  that  any 
Lord  may  offer  a  petition  or  a  bill  to  the  houfe 
without  afking  leave  of  the  houfe  -,  but  this  privi- 
lege the  micmbers  of  this  houfe  have,  for  the  fake 
of  decency  and  order,  given  up  long  ago  :  and  I 
can  fee  no  manner  of  reafon  for  our  re-affuming 
it,  or  for  our  beginning  now  to  extend  our  privi- 
leges beyond  what  they  have  been  for  fo  many 
years  paft.  As  to  the  bringing  of  bills  into  this 
houfe,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  ufual  motion  on 
fuch  occafions  is  for  leave  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill  as 
is  prcpofed  -,  but  this  is  a  new  fort  of  motion,  it 
is  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  up  fuch  a  bill ; 
which  is  a  very  extraordinary  fort  of  a  motion,  and 
fuch  as  I  am  fure  there  is  in  the  prefent  cafe  no 
manner  of  occafion  for,  and  therefore  I  really  think 
the  motion  ought  to  be  reje6i:ed,  it  ought  to  have 
a  negative  put  upon  it.  But  fince  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman near  me  has  waved  that  point,  and  has 
moved  for  the  order  of  the  day,  therefore  I  fhall 
now  only  fecond  his  motion.' 

Mr.  Piu'        IValter  Plumer   Efq;  faid,  '  Sir,  as  for  the  mo- 
w*r's  fpeech.  <  tion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  fits 

*  by  me,  there  is  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  warranted 

*  by  precedents  of  late  years,  and  therefore  I  Ihall 
'  be  tor  it.     But  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  what 

*  the  worthy  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  was  pleafed 

*  to  fay,  as  to  the  fame  arguments  being  repeated 

*  every  feflion  of  Parliament,  though  the  majority 
'  had  often  determined  againft  them.     That  gen- 

*  tleman  may  in  that  refped  think  which  way  he 

'  pleafes, 
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*  pleafes,  but  really,  Sir,  I  couJd  never  yet  thbk 
'  that  the  determination  of  the  majority  could  alter 

*  the  nature  of  right  and  wrong,  or  that  fuch  a  de- 

*  termination  could  make  a  good  argument  a  bad 
'  one,  or  a  bad  argument  a  good  one.  If  a  gentle- 
^  man  happens  to  be  of  the  minority,  he  mi.fc  ac 
'  that  time  fubmit  to  the  determination  of  the  ma- 

*  jority  ;  but  his  opinion  may  remain  the  fame,  he 

*  may  ftill  be  convinceii   that  he  was  in  the  right: 

*  And,  Sir,  Jet  the  majority  determine  as  often  as 

*  they  will,  yet  I  fliall  always  be  ready  to  offer  thofe 
'  arguments  which  I  take  to  be  good  arguments,  o- 
'  gamft  any  thing  that  I  think  is  wrong,  or  in  fup- 
*'  port  of  what  I  think  is  right.     The  worthy  gen» 

*  tleman  feems  to  be  much  afraid  led  the  members 
'  of  this  houfe  fhould  re-alTume  any  ancient  privi- 

*  lege,  or  extend  thofe  they  at  prefent  enjoy  ;  lean 
'  fee  no  reafon  for  his  being  fo  mighty  cautious  in 
'  this  refpe6l ;  but  wh^.t  is  now  propofed,  is  really 

*  no  re-affumption  of  any  old  privilege,  nor  is  it 

*  an  extenfion  of  any  privilege  VvT  now  enjoy  ;  it  i^ 

*  only  neglecting  a  piece  of  form  upon  an  excraor- 

*  dinary  occafion,  when  there  appears  to  be  no  man- 

*  ner  of  ufe  in  obferving  it.' 

Sir  John  Rujhouf^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  fors'r  y^fs 
the  borough  of  Evejhnm  in  WorceJlerJIjire^    ^^^^^^S^t' 

*  Sir,  I  wonder  to  hear  it  infifted  on,  that  the  motion 
'  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor,  is 
'  fo  new  or  fo  unprecedented  a  motion.     It  is  well 

*  known,  that  the  ancient  method  of  this  lioufe  aU 

*  ways  was,  for  any  member  to  offer  whatever  he 
*•  pleafed  to  the  hoirfe  ;  and  of  iate  years,  even  fi nee 
<  I  have  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  houfe,  I  re- 

*  mem.ber  that  there  was  a  bill  prefented  in  the  fame 
'  manner,  or  rather  in  a  more  extraordinary  man- 

*  ner,  and  that  was,  Sir,  the  laft  fufpenfion  of  the 
'  Habeas  Corpus  a6t.    I  believe  one  ot  the  gentlemen 

*  under  the  gallery  may  remember  the  method  in 

Y  2  '  which 
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<  which  that  bill  was  brought  into  this  houie ;  I  anl 
'  lure  there  are  many  gentlemen  now  in  the  houle, 
'  who  may  remember,  that  the  gentleman  who 
'  brought  in  that  bill,  was  fitting  dole  at  the  bar  of 
'  the  houfe,  when  he  rofe  up,  and  after  informing 

*  the  houfe  of  the  danger  that  the  crown  and  king'- 
^  dom  were  in  from  the  rebellious  plots  then  carrying 
<'  on,  and  that  it  was  at  that  jun6t:ure  abfolutely  ne- 
'  cefiary  to  empower  his  Majefly  to  fecure  the  per- 

*  fons  of  thofe  whom  he  fufpe6led  to  be  plotting  a- 
'  gainft    our  ellabhfhment ;  he  then  informed  the 

*  houfe,  that  he  had  prepared  a  bill  for  thatpurpofe, 
^  and  therefore  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  it  up  ; 

*  which  was  immediately  granted,  and  the  bill  was 

*  I  believe  that  very  day  twice  read,  and  order'd  to 

*  be  committed  :  This,  Sir,  was   fomething  more 

*  extraordkiary  than  what  is  now  moved  for,  becaufe 

*  the  bill  then  ordered  to  be  brought  up,  was  a  bill 
'  that  had  never  been  before  this  houfe,  .and  con- 
'  fequently,  no  member  of  the  houfe  could  be  any 

*  wayapprifed  of  the  contents  thereof-,  whereas  the 

*  bill  now  in  queilion,  is  a  bill  that  has  not  only 

*  been  before  this  houfe,  but  has  frequently  had  the 
'  approbation  of  tliis  houfe.' 

Sir  fFiiham  Sir  JVHUam  Tongs :  '  Sir,  there  feems    to  be  a 

fpeeeh!  ^^   '  miftake  as  to  what  was  faid  about  the  members  of 

'  this  houfe  not  being  allowed  to  bring  in  any  thing 

*  without  leave  of  the  houfe  :  This,  Sir,  has  not 

*  properly  any  relation  with  what  are  called  the  pri- 

*  vileges  of  this  houfe  ;  it  is  only  a  reftraint  that  the 

*  members  of  this  houfe  have  thought  proper  to  lay 

<  on  themfelves,  for  the  more  orderly  carrying  on 

*  the  public  bufinefs,  and  to  prevent  any  thing  that 

*  is  trilling  from  being  brought  before  us  ;  and  this 
'•  reilraint  has  been  found  fo  convenient  and  fo  ne- 
^  celfary  for  prelerving  the  honour  and  dignity  of 

*  the  houie,  that  it  has  never  for  many  years  been 

'  departed 
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'  departed  from,  but  upon  the  moft  extraordinary 
'  occalions.* 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Eiichequer,     '  Sir,  wliat  sir  R^^en 
'  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  move  ^^.^{^^  ' 
'  for,  is  certainly  an  extraordinary  method  of  pra- 
'  ceeding,  and  a  method  which  is  never  followed  but 
'  on  fomie  very  extraordinary  and  prefling  occafion. 

'  As  to  the  precedent  mentioned,  it  was  one  of 
'  the  moil  extraordinary  occalions  that  ever  can  hap- 
'  pen,  and  in  a  cafe  that  required  the  utmoil  dif- 

*  patch.     I  cannot  think  there  is  any  comparifon  be- 

*  tween  that  cafe  and  the  prefent  \  there  is.  Sir,  in 
^  the  prefent  cafe,  no  necelTity  for  going  into  any  ex- 

*  traordinary  method,  nor  is  there  the  leafl  occafion 
'  for  any  extraordinary  difpatch.  We  have  time 
'  enough    for  obferving  the   ordinary  methods  of 

*  proceeding.  The  fate  of  die  bill  does  no  ways 
'  depend  on  its  being  introduced  in  this  extraordina- 
^  ry  manner,  nor  does  it  depend  on  its  being  brought 
'  in  this  very  day,  or  at  this  ver}^  tim.e.  If  the  gen- 
'  tleman  fhould  move  in  the  ufual  manner  for  leave 
^  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  orders  Ihould  be  thereupon 
'  given  by  the  houfe  to  fome  gentlemen  to  prepare 
'  and  bring  in  the  fame  -,  can  it  be  laid  that  this  me- 
'  thod  would  be  any  hindrance  to  the  paiGng  of  the 
'  bill,  or  diat  the  delaying  the  bringing  m  of  the 

*  bill  till  to-morrow,  will  occafion  die  putting  it  off 
'  for  this  felTion  of  Parliament  ?  Therefore,  Sir, 
'  fince  the  pafTing  of  this  bill  requires  no  extraordi- 
'  nary  difpatch,  fmce  the  obfer\'ing  our  ufual  method 
'  of  proceeding  cannot  be  of  any  prejudice  to  the 
'  pafling  of  the  bill,  I  hope  the  gendemen  will  not 
^  infifb  upon  this  extraordinary   method  of  having 

*  leave  to  bring  it  up  immediately.' 

Samuel  Sandys  Efq  •,    '  Sir,    I  fhall  be  very   far  Mr.  Sar.. 
^  from  making  any  comparilbns  bet^veen  the  cafe  in  f'^^^ 
'  hand,  or  between  any  cafe,  and  diat  which  imme-  ^^  ' 

Y  3  *  diately 


32^  Parliamentary         A.  1733. 

*  diately  concerns  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  the 
^  crown.     Bat,  Sir,  as  I  iud  afTured  you  that  the 

*  bill  which  I  have  in  my  ]iand,  was  the  very  fame 
'^  with  that  which  had  before  been  approved  of  by 

*  this  houfe,  I  thought  it  was  quite  unnecefTary  for 

*  the  houfe  to  obfcive  that  ceremony  of  ordering 

*  fome  gentlemen  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
f  which  was  already  prepared,  and  which  the  houfe 

*  has  approved  of  in  the  very  laft  fefTion  of  Parlia- 
f  ment.  This,  Sir,  was  my  reafon  for  moving  for 
■^  leave  to  bring  it  up.  I  do  not  defire  to  bring  any 
^  thing  into  this  houfe  without  firfl  having  the  leave 

*  of  the  houfe  for  fo  doing ;  yet  I  cannot  think,  that 
^  though  the  ancient  method  of  proceeding  were  re- 

*  vivcd,  the  houfe  would  be  in  any  danger  of  being 

*  furprifed  into  any  thing  :  There  is  no  bill  can  pals 

*  in  this  houfe  till  it  has  been  three  times  read  in  the 

*  houfe,  and  has  palled  through  a  committee  of  the 

*  houfe  ;  and  while  ihofe  forms  are  obferved,  the 
*•  houfe  never  can  be  furprifed  into  the  pafTing  of 
^  any  bill,  even  tliough  we  Hiould  again  re-alTume 

*  that  privilege,  of  every  member's  having  a  power 

*  to  bring  into  the  houfe  whatever  he  pleafes.  It  is 
'^  not  the  reilraint  we  have  laid  ourfelves  under,  that 

*  prevents  the  houfc^s  being  fi>rprifed  j  it  is  th^  ne= 

*  ceiTity  of  having  the  bill  fo  oiccn  read  before  it 
^  can  pafs  ;  far  when  a  gentleman  has  moved  for 
*^  leave  to  bring  in  any  bill  for  the  purpofes  he  men- 
'  tions^  the  houfe  cannot  know  whether  the  bill  pre- 
^  pared  and  brought  in,  be  according  to  their  orders 
*-  till  it  be  once  read  in  the  houfe  :  Some  gentlemen 
f  might  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  upon 
^  their  obtaining  fuch  leave,  and  being  ordered  to 
'^  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame,  they  might  prepare 
•^  and  bring  in  a  bill  of  a  quite  different  nature,  but 
•^  this  would  probably  be  difcovered  on  the  firft 
'^  reading,  the  bill  would  without  doubt  be  thrown 
^  out,  and  whoever  endeavoured  thus  to  impofe  on 

*  the 
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*  the  houfe,   would    deferve,  and  would  probably 

*  meet  with  a  moft  fevere  cenfure. 

'  But,   Sir,  the  prefent  difpute  is  not.  Whether 

*  any  thing  fhall  be  brought  into  the  houfe  without 

*  leave ;  the  whole  difpute   really  feems   to  be  be- 

*  tween  the  words  to  bring  up^  and  the  words  to  bring 

*  in.     For  my  part  I  am  quite  indifferent  in  this  af- 

*  fair  i  whether  I  have  leave  to  bring  it  up  now,  or 
'  to  bring  it  in  a  little  while  hence,  does  not,  in  my 

*  opinion,  fignify  much  :  if  I  have  leave  to  bring  it 

*  up,  I  rnufl  immediately  take  a  walk  to  the  bar  ; 

*  if  I  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  am  ordered 

*  to  prepare  one  for  that  purpofe,  I  lliall   take  a 

*  walk  the  fame  way  in  a  very  little   time:  this  I 

*  do  not  take  to  be  any  material  difference.  But  as 
'  for  the  bill  ilMf^  I  do  think  it  of  fuch  confequence, 
'  that  if  there  were  any  method  by  which  we  could 

*  fhew  a  more  than  ordinary  regard  to  the  bill,  that 

*  method  ought  certainly  to  be  obferved.' 

The  right  honoui^able  Mr.  Speaker  then  read  from  Mr.  speak- 
the  journal  of  the  houfe,  of  the  9th  year  of  his  late^'"'^  ^^^^''^' 
Majelly's  reign,  the  precedent  mentioned  by  Sir  John 
RiiJhGut  \  and  then  faid,  '  Gentlemen,  the  ufual  me- 
^  thod  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe,  as  to  the  bringing 

*  in  of  bills,  is  firft  to  m^ove  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
'  bill  for  fuch  and  liich  purpofes,  and  that  being  a- 
'  greed  to,  the  houfe  then  orders  fome  of  their  own 
<  number  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill  -,  this  is 
'  the  ufual  method :  but  in  the  precedent  I  have 

*  now  read  to  you,  it  appears,  that  the  then  So- 
'  licitor-General  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  fuch  a 

*  bill,  which  was  granted,  and  he  immediately 
'  brought  up  the  bill,  and  the  fame  was  read  a  firft 

*  time  \  from  which  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Solicitor, 

*  when  he  made  his  motion,  informed  the  houfe  that 
'  he  had  prepared  fuch  a  bill,  and  had  it  then  ready 

*  to  be  laid  before  them,  and  therefore  he  moved  for 

y  4  '  leave 
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«  leave  to  bring  It  up,  which  it  feems  tlie  houfe  at 

*  that  time  comphed  with.* 

Upon  this  fome  gentlemen  in  the  houfe  fufpedllng 
that  he  was,  in  purfuance  of  this  precedent,  going 
to  put  the  queftion  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr; 
Sandys^  they  called  out,  No,  no  :  Whereupon  he 
faid,   '  Gentlemen,  as  to  the  affair  in  hand,   or  any 

*  affair  that  comes  before  this  houfe,  I  am  not  to  ap- 
'  pear  of  one  fide  of  the  queftion  nor  of  the  other. 

*  It  is  my  bufinefs  to  take  care,  that  the  orders  and 
'  methods  of  proceeding  Ihall  be  regularly  obferved. 

*  In  all  queftions  about  order,  I  am  to  inform  you, 
'  fo  far  as  confifts  with  my  knowledge,  of  what  has 
'  been  formerly  done  in  the  like  cafes  ;  and  I  am  to 

*  take  care,  that  all  decency  and  order  ftiall  be  ob- 

*  ferved  both  in  our  debates  and  proceedings:  This 
^  is  my  duty,  and  this  I  fhail  always  endeavour  to 

*  perform,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power  \  in  all  cafes  I 
'  am  to  obferve  thofe  direclions  that  the  houfe  Ihall 

*  be  pleafed  to  give,  and  in  the  prefent  cafe  I  only 

*  defire  to  know  from  you,  what  method  you  will 
*^  obferve,  whether  you  are  inclined  to  follow  the 

*  precedent  now  read  to  you,   or  if  you  are  in- 

*  clined  to  proceed  according  to  the  method  ufually 
^  obferved :  But  I  muft  put  you  in  mind,  that  if 

*  you  proceed  according  to  the  ufual  method,  de- 

*  cency  requires,  that  the  bill  Ihall  not  be  brought 

*  in  immediately  after  the  order  for  preparing  and 
'  bringing  in  the  fame  ♦,  it  is  neceifary  that  fome  time 

*  fhould  intervene,  between  the  order  for  preparing 

*  it,  and  the  prefenting  of  it  to  the  houfe,  and  there- 
«  fore  I  muft  defire,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  Ihall 
^  be  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in,  may  not  go 
'  immediately  to  the  bar,  and  tell  us  that  they  have, 
^  according  to  order,  prepared  fuch  a  bill,  and  are 
«  ready  to  bring  it  in/     After  this,, 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Wyndham^  one  of  the  Knights  of  the^'*"  ^^'^^'^f 
ihire  for  the  county  of  Somerfet^  faid,  '  Sir,  I  amfp^'^eh/'"^ 
'  furprifed  to  hear  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  find 

*  fault  with  gentlemen  infilling  upon  their  opinions, 

*  notwithftanding  their  having  been  difapproved  of 
^  by  a  majority  in  former  feflions  of  Parliament.     1 

*  do  not  think.  Sir,  that  the  majority's  being  of  a 
'  contrary  opinion,  can  ever  be  made  ufe  of  as  an 
'  argument  for  convincing  men  that  they  are  in  the 

*  wrong  :  The  minority,  notwithilanding  their  be- 

<  ing  outvoted,  may  (till  have  as  good  an  opinion 

*  of  their  opinions,  as  the  majority  have  of  theirs. 

<  It  has  often  happened,  that  what  has  been  difap- 

*  proved  of  by  the  majority  in  one  felTion  of  Parlia- 

<  ment,  has  been  approved  of  by  a  majority  in  fome 

*  future,  perhaps  in  the  very  next,  felTion  of  Parlia- 
«  ment ;  and  even  as  to  the  bill  now  in  hand,  it  has 

*  been  two  or  three  times  approved  of,  by  the  majo- 
'  rity  of  this  houfe,  and  as  often  rejeded  or  difap- 

*  proved  of,    by  the  majority  of  the  other  houfe  ; 

*  what  their  reafons  were,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am 

*  of  opinion,  that  the  fame  reafons  again  ft  the  bill 

*  were  not  offered  to  the  members  of  this  houfe,  that 

*  were  offered  to  the  members  of  the  other  :  for  if 

*  they  had,  it  would  probably  have  been  difappro- 

*  ved  of,  and  tcjeded  by  the  majority  even  of  this 
«  houfe.     From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  majori- 

*  ty's  being  of  any  one  opinion,   is  no  infallible  fign 

*  of  that  opinion's  being  right.     This,  Sir,  I  thoughc 

<  myfelf  obliged  to  take  notice  of,  that  thofe  gentle- 
«  men  who  happen  to  be  generally  of  the  fame  opi- 
«  nion  with  the  majority,  may  not  from  thence  con- 

*  elude  that  they  are  certainly  right.  As  to  the  mat- 
«  ter  now  in  difpute,  I  really  think  it  is  of  no  mo> 

*  ment :  Whether  the  gentleman  fhall  have  leave  to 

*  bring  up  the  bill,  or  to  bring  in  a  bill,  is  to  me  a 

*  matter  of  fo  much  indifference,  that  I  cannot  find 
^  out  a  reafon  why  the  gentleman's  motion  fhould 

*  have  been  oppofed  j  for  to  order  a  gentleman  to 

'  pre- 
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*  prepare  a  bil],  after  he  has  told  us  that  he  has  pre- 

*  pared  one,  and  that  it  is  the  very  fame  with  what 
'  the  majority  of  this  houfe  has  in  former  fcflions  ap- 
'  proved  of,  really  feems  to  me  to  be  a  litde  in- 

*  congruous :  I  can  find  out  no  reafon  for  gentle- 

*  men's  infilling  upon  this  piece  of  incongruity,  un- 
'  lefs  it  be,  that  they  have  a  diflike  to  the  bill  it- 
'  {df.  We  certainly  ought,  in  general,  to  obferve 
'  the  ufual  method  of  proceedings ;  but  furely,  we 
'  ought  not  to  obferve  any  cuftomary  method,  when 
'  the  obferving  it  appears  to  be  in  itfelf  abfurd.* 

Queftion  M^-  Saudys  at  lafl,  not  infifling  on   his  motion, 

P"'-  but  agreeing  to  have  the  bill  brought  in  according  to 

the  ufual  method,  the  queftion  was  put  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  for  making  more  effectual  the  laws 
in  being,  for  difabling  perfons  from  being  chofen 
members  of,  or  fitdng  or  voting  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  who  have  any  penfion  during  pleafure, 
or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  offices  held  in 
truft  for  them  -,  which  was  agreed  to  without  any 
oppofition  ;  and  Mr.  Sandys  and  Sir  Edward  Stanley 
were  order'd  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 
Then  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  fupply,  and  as  foon  as  that  was  over,  Mr.  Sandys 
prefented  the  faid  bill  to  the  houfe,  which  was 
received  and  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fccond  time. 
Motion  for     Qii  Friday  the  2d  o^ February^  the  houfe  of  Com- 

continmng  riJ'rir-  •  rj 

the  army,  mons  reloived  itlelr  into  a  committee,  to  confider 
farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  in  which 
committee  (the  Secretary  at  War  being  then  ill,  and 
not  able  to  attend  the  houfe)  'Townjhend  Andrews  Efq; 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  borough  of  Hindon 
in  WiltJIjire^  moved,  '  That  the  number  of  effed:ive 

*  men  to  be  provided   for  guards  and  garrifons  in 

*  Great  Britain^  and  for  Guernfey  and  Jerfey^  for 
'  the  year  1733,  be  (including  18 15  invalids,  and 
'  555  men,  v/hich  the  fix  independent  companies 

I  *  cor^ill 
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*  confiitof,  for  the  fervlce  of  the  Highlands,  17709 

*  men,  commiiTion  and  non-commiflion  officers  in- 
^  eluded.' 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Francis  Whitworth  Motion  for 
Efq  •,  one  of  the  reprefentadves  for  the  borough  of  "^'^"""'"^  '^• 
Minehead  in  SomerfetJIoire  j  and  in  oppofidon  thereto 
the  right  honourable  the  Lord  Morpeth^  eldeil  fon 
to  the  Earl  o^CarliJle^  and  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
for  Morpeth  in  ISIorthumberland^  moved,  That  the 
number  fhould  be  only  1 2,000  effedive  men,  in 
which  he  was  feconded  by  Edward  Harky  Efq-, 
one  of  the  Knights  of  the  Ihire  for  the  county  of 
Hereford. 

Upon  this  there  enfued  a  very  long  and  a  warm 
debate,  of  which  we  fhall  give  only  fome  of  the  moil 
general  heads,  becaufe  we  gave  a  full  account  of  the 
debate  on  diis  fubjed:  in  the  preceding  feflion  ot  Par- 
liament, and  fhall  hereafter  give  an  account  of  a  de- 
bate upon  the  fame  fubject  in  another  place. 

The  principal  fpeakers  for  the  firft  modon,  be- 
fides  the  two  gentlemen  above-named,  were  Sw 'Tho- 
mas Robinfon^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Morpeth  in  Northumberland  i  Sir  Richard 
La?ie^  one  of  the  reprefentadves  for  the  city  of 
V/orcefier\  Sir  Archer  Croft ^  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives for  the  borough  of  BoraJJlon  in  Devonfhire  ; 
Sir  lVillia7n  Tonge  ;  the  honourable  Henry  Pelham 
Efq-,  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  fhire  for  the  county 
ofSufex  j  Horatio  PFalpoIe  Efq-,  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives for  the  town  of  Tarmouth  in  Norfolk ;  and 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  :  And  the  principal 
fpeakers  for  the  fecond  motion,  befides  the  two  gen- 
tlemen above-named,  were  Thomas  Bramfton  Efq; 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  borough  of  Maiden 
in  EJfex\  Henry  Rolle  Efq-,  one  of  the  Knights  of 
the  fhire  for  DevonfJoire  -,  Sir  John  Barnard  i  the 
Mafler  of  the  Rolls ;  William  Shippen  Efqj  Sir 
Williaii  IVyndham  j  Thomas  Palmer  Efq-,  one  of  the 

re- 
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reprcfentaviVes  for  the  town  o^ Bridgewater  in  Somer- 
fetjhire  ;  Thomas  Wyndham  Efq;  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  borough  of  Sudbury  in  Suffolk  \  the 
honourable  Edward  Bighy  Efq;  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Ihire  for  Warwickjhire  \  William  Pulteney  Efq; 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  borough  o^  Hey  don 
in  TorkJhire\  Sir  John  St.  Auhin^  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of  Cornwall ;  Sir  'Thomas 
Saunderfon^  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  fhire  for  the 
county  of  Lincoln  ;  and  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton^  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  town  of  Cambridge. 

The  chief  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  general,  by 
thofe  who  were  for  the  firfl  motion,  were,  '  That 
'  tliough  the  public  TranquilHty  o^  Europe  was  now 
^  elT-^hljllied,  yet  the  prefervation  thereof  depended 
*^  oiiio  .i.any  accidents,  that  it  could  not  be  certain- 

*  ly  rehed  on,  and  therefore  we  ought  always  to  be 

*  in  fuch  circumflanc"^,  as  to  be  able  not  only  to  de- 
^  fend  ourft>es,  but  hkewife  to  fulfil  all  our  engage- 

*  ments  to  our  allies :  That  there  was  ilill  a  very 
^  poweifuland    a  very  confiderable  party    in    ttiQ 

*  kingdom,  firmly  attached  to  the  interefl  of  the 
^  Pretender,  and  daily  watching  for  an  opportunity 
'  to  diflurb  the  quiet  of  the  nation,  by  endeavouring 

*  to  overturn  the  prefent  happy  eflablifhment  ;  and 
^  therefore  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  up  an  armed 
'  force,  fufHcient  to  difTipate  any  fudden  infurre6tion, 

*  that  might  be  raifed  by  fuch  men  :  That  this  party 
'  was  ^i\\  the  more  audacious,  and  the  more  to  be 
^  dreaded,  becaufe  they  were  encouraged  and  fpirited 

*  up  by  a  great  many  fcandalous  and  feditious  libels, 

*  which  were  daily  fpread  abroad  even  by   thofe 

*  v/ho  pretended  to  be  friends  to  the  Proteftant 
*•  fuccefTion,  and  to  the  illuflrious  family  now  on  the 

*  throne.' 


V\T  Archer 

Croft'i 

fpeech. 


Sir  Archer  Croft  faid,  'That  the  continuing  of  the 
fame  number  of  forces  was  the  more  neceflary,  be- 
caufe, to  his  knowledge,  Popery  was  increafing 

'  very 
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*  very  fad  in  the  countiy  ^  for  that  in  one  parifh 
'  which  he  knew,  there  were  no  lefs  than  feven  Po- 

*  pifn  priefts  \  and  that  the  danger  from  the  Preten- 

*  der  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  becaufe  they  did 
*•  not  know  but  that  he  was  then  breeding  his  fon  a 

'  Proteftant.'  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  Mr.  chan- 
notice,  '  That  a  redudion  of  the  army  was  the  chief  ^J^'^X^^J^^^ 
'  thing  wiflied  for  and  defired  by  all   the  Jacobites 

*  in  the  kingdom  \  that  no  redudion  had  ever  been 

*  made,  but  what  gave  frelh  hopes  to  that  party, 
'  and  encouraged  them  to  raife  tumults  againft  the 

*  government  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt,  he  faid,  but 
.'  that  if  they  fhould  refolve  to  reduce  any  part  of  the 
^  army,  there  would  be  poil-horfes  employed  that 

*  very  night  to  carry  the  good  news  thereof  to  the 

*  Pretender  and  his  adherents  beyond  feas.'  And 
Horatio  JValpole  faid,    '  That  the  number  of  troops  Horatio 

*  then  propofed,  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fupport  ^'^''''^^^^'^' 

*  his  Majefiy's  government,  and  would  be  necef- 
'  fary  as  long  as  the  nation  enjoyed  the  happinefs 

*  of  having  the  prefent  illuftrious  fa^mily  on  the 
'  throne.' 


The  chief  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  general,  by  chief  argu- 
thofe  that  were  againil  the  firft  motion,  and  for  the  J^^"^^;^''^^^^ 
fecond,  were,  '  That  if  they  gave  any  credit  to  his 

*  Majefhy's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  ar  the  opening 

*  of  the  felTion,  w^hich  they  were  in  duty  bound  to 

*  do,  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  never  was,  nor  ever 

*  could  be  on  a  more  firm  bafis  than  it  was  at  pre- 
'  fent,and  therefore  a  redudlion  was  now  to  be  made 

*  in  the  army,  or  fuch  redudion  was  never  to  be  ex- 
'  pedled.  As  to  the  Pretender,  they  did  not  believe 
'  that  there  was  any  confiderable  party  for  him  in  this 

*  nation  :  That  that  pretence  had  always  been  ami- 

*  nifterial  device,  made  ufe  of  only  for  accomplifh- 

*  ing  their  own  ends ;  but  that  it  was  in  reality  a 

*  mere  bugbear,  a  raw  head  and  bloody  bones,  fit 
^  only  to  frighten  children  ;  for  that  they  were  very 
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^  well  convinced^  his  Majeiliy  reigned  in  the  hearts 

*  and  affe(£lions  of  his   people ;  upon  tliat  his  Ma- 

*  jefly's  feciirity  depended,  and  if  it  did  not  depend 

*  on  that,  the  illuftrious  family  now  on  the  throne 

*  could  have  but  little  fecuri ty  in  the  prelent  num- 

*  ber,  or  in  any  number  of  Handing  forces  that  could 

*  be  kept  up  for  its  defence  :  That  if  there  was  any 
^  difaffedtion  or  any  difcontent  in  the  nation,  it  was 
'  owing  to  the  keeping  up  of  fuch  a  numerous  ftand- 

*  ing  army,  in  time  of  peace  within  this  kingdom, 

*  whereby  the  people  were  fubjedted  to  many  loads 

*  and  hardiliips,  which  they  were  never  before  ac- 
'  quainted  with  :  That  the  people  of  England  had 

*  never  gone   into  any  violent  meafures,  or  carried 

*  their  refentment  to  any  pitch  againll  the  Prince  up- 

*  on  the  throne,  but  when  the  Prince,  or  tliofe  em- 

*  ployed  by  him,  were  firil  in  the  fault :  That  this 
'  maxim  was  fo  generally  true,  that  in  our  whole 

*  hiflory.  there  was  no  inftance  to  tl>e  contrary,  but 

*  only  that  which  happened  in  the  reign  of  King 

*  Charles  I.  and  that  therefore  if  there  was  any  unea- 

*  finefs  among  the  people,  the  proper  remedy  was, 

*  to  remove  thofe  things  which  were  the  caufes  there- 
'  of :  If  the  minifters  iliould  change  their  meafures, 
'  the  people  would  certainly  alter  their  minds.  That 

*  the  Butch  were,  by  the  Situation  of  their  country,- 

*  in  a  much  more  dangerous  ftate  than  we  are  or  can 
*-  be  in,  and  yet  the  Butch  had  then  refolved  on  a 

*  reduction  of  their  army;  and  therefore  they  diought 

*  we  could  have  no  pretence  for  continuing  ours.' 

Sir  William  ^Ir  William  Wyndham  faid,  '  That  though  the  ge- 

jryKtdham^  '  nctal  arguments  in  the  affair  before  them,  had  of- 

ipeech.       c  ^^^  j^ggj^  canvalTed  in  that  houfe,  yet  fays  he,  the 

*  debate  of  this  day  feems  to  me  fomething  new :  In 
'  former  years,  the  gentlemen  who  were  pleafed  to 

*  argue  for  the  continuance  of  a  numerous  Handing 

*  army  in  time  of  peace,  always  argued  for  the  con- 

*  tinuance  thereof  only  for  one  year  longer;  butgen- 

*  tlemen 
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*  tlemen  have  now  thrown  off  the  mask,  and  are  be- 
'  come  daring  enough  to  declare,  that  the  fame  num- 
'  ber  of  forces  muft  always  be  kept  up  :    A  nume- 

*  rous  army  muft  for  ever  be  continued,  and  be 
*■  made,  as  it  were,  a  part  of  our  conilitution.  We 
'  have  already  continued  the  army  fo  long,  that 
'  fome  gentlemen  have  told  us  to-day,  what  no  man 

*  would  have  ventured  to  have  told  us  a  few  years 

*  ago-,  and  if  we  continue  the  fame  army  but  alit- 
'  tie  while  longer,  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  fome 
*■  gentlemen  to  talk  to  this  houfe  in  terms  that  will 
•^  be  no  way  agreeable  to  the  conftitution,  or  to  the 
'  liberties  of  our  country.     To  tell  us.  Sir,  that  the 

*  fame  number  of  forces  muft  be  always  kept  up,  i3 

*  a  proportion  full  fraught  with  innumerable  evils, 
'  and  more  particularly  with  this,  that  it  may  make 
^  wicked  minifters  more  audacious  than  otherwife 

*  they  would  be,  in  projeding  and  propagating 
'  fchemes  which  may  be  inconfiftent  with  the  liber- 

*  ties,  deftrudlive  to  the  trade,  and  burdenfome  on 
'  the  people  of  this  nadon.     In  countries  which  are 

*  governed  by  ftanding  armies,  the  inclinations  of 

*  the  people  are  but  little  minded,  the  minifters 
'  place  their  fecurity  in  the  army,  the  humours  of 
'  the  army  they  only  confult,  with  them  they  divide 

*  the  fpoils,  and  the  wretched  people  are  plundered 

*  by  both. 

'  In  this  country.  Sir,  his  Majefty  has  the  hearts, 
'^  the  hands  and  the  purfes  of  all  his  fubjed:s  at  his 

*  fervice^  and  may  he  have  them  always  at  his  fervice : 

*  but  I  hope  they  will  never  be  in  his  power :  His 

*  Majefty  defires  no  fuch  thing ;  he  never  can  defire 

*  it ;  he  depends  only  on  the  aifedions  of  his  people: 

*  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  am  convinced  that  the  de- 

*  mand  of  fo  nurtierous  a  ftanding  army,  never  could 
'  come  from  him  :  It  is  no  way  neceftary  for  his  fup- 

*  port,  whatever  it  may  be  for  the  fupp-^rt  of  thofe 

*  who  now  defire  to  have  it  continued/ 

In 
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Mr.  2Jc//f.  In  this  debate  Mr.  Rolky  among  other  things, 
faid,  '  That  to  him  it  appeared  that  in  order  to  pre- 
'  ferve  ourfelves  againll  one  who  might  perhaps 
'  proye  a  tyrant,  we  were  going  to  eilabhlli  1 8,000 
'  tyrants,  and  to  make  their  ellabhlhment  in  fome 

*  meafureapartofourconftitution  :  And  that  in  or- 
'  der  to  be  free  of  a  religion  wliich  we  think  a  bad 

*  one^  we  are  refolved  to.  have  none  at  all :  That  as 

*  to  the  party  which  the  Pretender  had  in  this  nation, 

*  he  could  not  believe,  he  faid,  there  was  any  fuch 
'  thing  :  It  was  nothing  but  a  mere  pretence,  and  the 
'  making  ufe  of  that  pretence  on  all  occafions,  real- 
'  ly  could  not  but  make  him  recal  to  mind,  that 

*  wicked  and  blafphemous  faying  of  Pope  Leo  X. 
'  who,  en  occafion  of  a  proceiTion's  pafTmg  by  while 

*  he  was  at  an  elegant  entertainment,  faid  to  his  Car- 

*  dinals,  ^lantuinprofuit  nobis  h^c  fahula  Chrijli  I  * 
This  fpeech,  Mr.  Rolle  concluded  with  thefe  words : 

*  Let  us,  fays  he,  do  as  our  forefathers  ufed  to  do  ; 
'  Let  us  7'emGve  the  wicked  from  before  thsKiiig^  that 

*  fo  his  throne  may  be  efiablifhedin  righteoufnefs.^ 

Mr.  Tuitt"       Mr.  Ptdteney^  among  a  great  many  other  fmart 
^'^'  things,  faid, '  That  he  could  not  but  be  diverted  with 

*-  fome  arguments  that  were  then,  and  had  been  on 
'  former  occafions  made  ufe  of  for  keeping  up  a 
'  (landing  army  in  time  of  Peace.  Laft  yt^iV^fays 
^  he.,  we  were  told  that  a  Popiih  folicitor  was  a  dan- 

*  gerousman  to  the  government,  and  now  that  Po- 
'  pifh  folicitor  has  fpawncd  out  feven  Popilli  priefts, 
'-  and  even  th^,  poil-horfes  I  find  have  joined  in  this 

*  traitorous  confederacy.* 

Reply.  As  to  tlie  argument  drawn  from  the  redu6lion  of 

tht  Butch  forces,  it  was  replied.  That  the  redu6lion 
mentioned  was  not  then  agreed  to  by  the  States-Ge- 
neral :  If  was  a  great  queftion,  whether  it  would  or 
no-,  and  if  it  fhould,  it  was  only  a  reduction  of  the  laft 
augmentation,  whereas  tlie  lad   augmentation  had 

been 
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been  reduced  by  us  Jong  ago ;  fo  that  the  Butch 
were  now  only  a  going  to  make  that  redu(fl:ion, 
which  we  had  made  upon  the  iirfl  prolped  we  had 
of  feeing  the  tranquility  o^ Europe  eftabiifhed  ;  and 
though  the  redudion  propofed  in  Flolland  fhouJd  be 
made  by  them,  yet  they  would  flilJ  have  in  pro- 
portion a  much  greater  number  of  fbanding  forces, 
than  what  was  then  propofed  to  be  kept  up  in  this 
Jcingdom. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  ^  He  could  sir  Roheri 
*■  not  but  take  notice  of  an  obfervation  he  had  heard  ^''^^"^^* 
'  made,  as  to  the  people's  never  carrying  their  refent- 

*  ment  to  any  pitch  againft  the  Prince  upon  the  throne, 
'  unlefs  the  prince  or  thofe  emaployed  by  him  were 
'  firft  guilty  of  fome  fault.     The  gentleman,  fiys 

*  he^  was  pleafed  to  admit  of  one  exception  to  this 

*  rule,  and  that  was  in  the  cafe  of  King  Charles  I. 

*  But  the  gentleman  ought,  I  think^  to  have  admit- 
<  ted  of  another  exception,  and  that  was  in  the  time 

*  of  the  King  the  very  laft  upon  the  throne.    I  do 

*  not  know  what  pitch  of  refentment  the  gentleman 

*  may  mean,  but  I  am  fure  there  were  fome  people 

*  who  carried  their  refentment  againft  that  King  to 
'  a  very  high  pitch,  and  it  cannot  be  faid  that  he  was 

*  ever  guilty  of  any  fault  •,  nor  will  it  be  faid,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  that  thofe  employed  by  him  had  then  at  leaft, 

*  been  guilty  of  any  fault :  yet  fome  people  carried 

*  their  refentment  fo  high,  that  they  appeared  in 

*  arms  in  order  to  dethrone  him  ;  thank  God  they 

*  did  not  fucceed  in  their  attempt,  they  happened 

*  luckily  to  be  defeated  by  the  fmall  number  of  re- 

*  gular  forces  we  had  then  in  the  kingdom,  which 
'  were  much  inferior  to  them  in  number  ;  fuch.  Sir, 
^  was  our  great  good  luck  at  that  time  :  but  I  muft 

*  fay,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  defire  to  have  the 

*  country  left  as  void  of  defence  as  it  was  at  that 
^  time,  can  have  but  little  regard  for  our  prefenC 

Vol.  X.  Z  *  happy^ 
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*  happy  conftitution,  or  for  the  fecurity  of  the  illu- 

*  flrious  family  now  upon  the  throne.' 

At  laft  the  queftion  was  put  on  the  motion  made 
by  'Townjhend  Andrews  Efq^  and  it  was  agreed  to, 
239  to  171. 

Report  O"  Monday  the  5th  of  February^  this  relblution  of 

made.  xh^  Committee  of  fupply  was  reported  to  the  houfe, 
and  i\iQVQ\\^onWatkin-tVilliam5lV'ynnYj{c\-^}Ln\^-\x.  of 
the  fliire  for  Denbigh/hire,  flood  up,  and  moved  for 
the  recommitting  of  that  refokition  ♦,  which  motion 
was  feconded  by  William  Bromley  Efq;  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  for  the  town  of  Warwick ;  and  there- 
upon there  enfued  a  new  debate,  in  which  the  princi- 
pal fpeakers  for  recommitting,  befides  the  two  gentle- 
men juft  named,  were  Sir  John  St,  Aubin^  Samuel 
Sandys  Efq;  Sir  Wilfred  Law fon^  one  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives for  Cockermouth  in  Cumberland^  William  Gwyn 
Vaiighan  Efq;  Knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of 
Brecon  \  George  Heathcote  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives for  the  borough  of  Hindon  in  Wiltjhire^  and 
'Tbomas  Wyndbam'Eiq;  And  the  principal  fpeak- 
ers againfh  recommitting,  and  for  agreeing  with  the 
committee,  were  the  Lord  Harvey^  eldeil  fon  to  the 
right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Brijloly  and  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  for  the  borough  of  St.  Edtnund's  Bury 
in  Suffolk  ;  the  Lord  Malpas,  eldefl  fon  to  the  right 
honourable  the  Earl  of  Cbolmondeley^  and  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  for  the  borough  of  Windfor  in  Berk- 
/hire ;  jofepb  Danvers  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives for  the  borough  of  Br  amber  in  Suffex  ;  'Tho- 
mas  Clutterbuck  Efq ;  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
the  borough  of  Zt/^^rJ  in  Cornwall'^  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  and  Col.  Martin  Bladsn^  one  of  the  re- 
prefentatives for  the  borough  ofStockbridge  mHamp- 
ffjire.  In  this  debate  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  on. 
both  fides  were  much  the  fame  with  thofe  made  ufe^ 

of 
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of  in  the  committee,  and  therefore  we  fliall  pafs  them 
over  ;  only  Mr.  Clutterhuck  having  faid  that  he  won- 
dered to  fee  gentlemen  fo  jealous  of  incroachments 
upon  our  conllitution,  at  a  time  when  it  was  in  its 
greateft  vigour,  and  fhone  forth  in  its  purefl  luilre ; 
Mr.  JVyndham^  in  anfwer  to  him,  gave  the  houfe  a 
very  fuccind:,  hiftorical  account  of  our  conllitution, 
and  of  the  feveral  dangers  it  had  been  in,  and  the 
changes  it  had  gone  through  ;  and  from  thence  he 
fhewed,  that  it  was  very  far  from  being  now  in  its 
greateil  vigour,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  there  were 
many  bad  culloms  had  crept  in  of  late,  which  were 
of  dangerous  confequence  to  our  conftitution,  and 
might  prove  to  be  the  caufe  of  its  overthrow,  if  fome 
effectual  remedy  was  not  fpeedily  applied. 

At  lafl  the  queflion  was  put  for  recommitting  the 
above-mentioned  refolution  of  the  committee,  which 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  207  to  143  ;  after  which 
the  faid  refolution,  and  the  other  refolution  the  com- 
mittee had  come  to,  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe, 
without  any  amendment  or  divifion. 

Then  the  Lord  Morpeth  rofe  up,and  in  a  fhort  and  Motion  for 
pathetic  fpeech  reprefented  the  bad  circumftanccs  of 
the  nation  by  reafon  of  tht  great  debts  and  the  many 
taxes  the  people  groaned  under,  and  therefore  con- 
cluded with  a  motion,  '  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
'  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  humbly  to  de^re  his  Ma- 
'  jefty,  that  he  would  be  graciouily  p leafed,  from 
'  his  earnefl  defire  to  eafe  his  people  of  every  charge 
'  not  abfolutely  neceiTary,  and  his  regard  to  the 
'  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  to  take  the  firft  fa- 
'  vourable  opportunity  of  making  a  reduction  of 
'  thofe  forces  which  the  houfe  hath  voted  in  purfa- 
'  ance  of  the  eilimate  lard  before  them  by  his  Maje- 
'  fty's  direction.* 


Z  2  This 
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Speakers  and  This  motI©n  was  fcconded  by  Samuel  Sandys  Efq; 
f^f^^rmo-  ^^^  ^^^  other  chief  Speakers  in  favour  of  it  were.  Sir 
^ion.  William  Wyndham^  William  Piiltency  Efq-,  William 

Shippen'Riq-,  and  George  Heathcote  Efq;  The  ar- 
guments made  ufe  of  in  general  were^  the  great  ne- 
ceffity  that  there  was  for  taking  all  opportunities  to 
reduce  the  public  expence  •,  that  thereby  fome  of 
thole  taxes  might  be  taken  off,  which  at  prefent  lay 
fo  heavy  on  our  trade  and  our  manufadlures,  that 
mod  of  our  neighbours  were  enabled  to  underfel  us 
in  foreign  markets :  That  the  keeping  up  of  a  (land- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace,  without  any  abfolute  nc- 
cefTity  for  fo  doing,  was  altogether  inconfiftent  with 
the  liberties  of  this  nation :  That  though  there  mighe 
be  at  prefent  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  keeping  up  the 
number  of  forces  agreed  to  by  that  houfe,  yet  that 
necelTity  might  ceafe  in  a  few  months,  perhaps  in  a 
few  weeks ;  and  if  fo,  it  would  then  become  necef- 
fary  both  for  the  eafe  of  the  nation,  and  for  tlie  pre- 
fcrvation  of  the  conftitution,  to  difband  fome  of  them : 
That  though  the  King  was  always  to  be  prefumed  to 
be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of 
tht  nation,  and  always  inclined  to  do  that  which 
might  moii:  contribute  to  the  public  welfare,  yet  it  had 
always  been  the  cuitom  of  that  houle,  and  was  the 
duty  of  the  houfc,  to  addrefs  the  King  upon  matters 
of  very  great  confequence  \  in  order  to  recommend 
to  his  Majeily  thofe  mealures  which  they  thought 
would  conduce  moil  to  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  the 
nation. 

Speakers  and  Thc  fpcakcrs  againft  this  motion  were,  Mr.  Soli- 
srgumetits  citor  General,  the  Lord  i/i^ri;*?)',  Henry  PelhamYS<\'^ 
agamiiK.  ^^^  y^^^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  their  ar- 
oumentsin  general  were,  that  the  prefenting  of  fuch 
an  addrefs  v/as  in  fome  meafure  inconfiftent  with  the 
refolution  they  had  juil  then  agreed  to  :  It  was  re- 
folving  that  the  number  of  forces  for  the  year  1733, 
fliould  be  fo  many  5  and  addrefilng  that  they  ftiould 

not 
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not  be  fo  many ;  that  thefe  two  refolutlons  following 
one  another  upon  their  journals,  would  appear  to  be 
very  extraordinary  :  That  befides,  the  prefenting  of 
fuch  an  addrefs  would  be  difrefpedful  to  his  Majeily, 
in  fo  far  as  it  would  be  a  fort  of  infinuation  that  his 
Majefty  might  negle6l  taking  the  firft  opportunity 
of  reducing  the  army,  and  thereby  lefTcning  the  pub- 
lic charge  ;  and  as  they  never  yet  had  the  lead  occa» 
fion  to  fufped  any  fuch  thing,  it  would  be  now  un- 
juft  to  harbour  any  fuch  Riipicion :  That  in  many 
cafes  it  might  be  the  cuftom,  it  might  be  the  duty  of 
that  houfe,  to  addrefs  the  throne  on  particular  emer- 
gencies, but  in  a  cafe  that  regarded  his  Majeflyand 
his  adminiftration  in  fuch  a  general  manner  as  the 
cafe  in  hand,  it  would  be  moil  difrefpedful  ;  they 
might  as  well  add-refs  his  Majefty  to  govern  accord- 
ing to  law,  or  not  to  incroach  upon  the  conftitution  •, 
and  an  addrefs  in  fuch  terms  would,  they  believed, 
be  allowed  to  be  fliewing  a  very  high  difrefped:  to 
the  King  upon  the  throne. 

In  this  debate  Mr.  Shippen  having  Infifted  a  good  Mr.5^/>^f«.- 
deal  on  his  Majefty's  knowing  how  much  the  nation 
was  loaded  with  debts  and  tax^s,  and  how  inconfift- 
cnt  it  was  with  our  conftitution,  to  keep  up  a  {land- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  therefore  his 
Majefty,  he  was  fure,  would  not  look  on  their  pre- 
fenting of  fuch  an  addrefs  as  any  way  difrefpedful  to 
him  ;  and  fome  of  his  expreffions  on  this  fubjedl  ha- 
ving b::en  taken  notice  ot,  and  pretty  much  inveigh- 
ed againft  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide,  Mr. 
Shippen  in  his  reply,  faid,  '  That  he  could  not  but 
'  look  on  himfelf  as  a  very  unfortunate  man,  for  that 
'  in  the  late  reign  he  had  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 

*  many  gentlemen,  and  had  undergone  a  levere  cen- 

*  fure  of  that  houfe,  for  faying  that  it  was  one  of  the 
'  greateft  misfortunes  of  his  late  Majefty 's  reign,  that 
^  he  did  not  know   our  language,  and  was  unac- 

Z  3  '  quainted 
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*  quainted  with  our  conrcitutlon  -,  and  now,  fays  he, 
'  I  find  I  have  difobliged  feveral  gentlemen  by  fay- 
'  ing  that  his  prefent  Majefly  well  knows  the  cir- 
'  cumftances  of  the  nation,  and  is  acquainted  with 

*  our  conftitution.     But  let  them  take  it  as  they  will, 

*  I  mufl  think  that  his  Majefty  is  thoroughly  ac- 

*  quainted  with  both,  and  that  therefore  he  will  look 

*  upon  fuch  an  addrefs  as  proceeding  from  that  ho- 

*  nefl  care  and  concern  which  we  ought  to  have  for 
'  thofe  who  fend  us  hither,  and  net  as  proceeding 
'  from  any  difrefpedt  towards  him.  His  Majefty 
'  cannot  be  difpleafed  therewith,  and  thofe  we  re- 
'  prefent  muft  be  highly  pleafed  to  fee  us  fo  watchful 
'  of  all  opportunities  to  leffen  their  charge,  and  to  re- 
'  commend  their  eafe  and  advantage  to  the  crown.' 

At  lail  the  quefcion  was  put,  and  the  houfe  came 
to  a  diviiion,  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  203 
to  136. 

Motibna-  On  the  yth  di  February^  being  the  day  on  which 
nJw^deTu  the  houfe  of  Commons  was  (according  to  order)  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  com.mJttee  to  confider  of  ways 
and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  the  following  motion  was  made,  inz.  '  That 
'  this  houfe  will  raife  the  neceftary  fupplies  for  the 
'  current  fervice  of  this  year,  without  creating  any 
'  new  debt  upon  any  fund  whatfoever.'  This  mo- 
tion occafioned  a  long  debate,  but  at  laft  upon  the 
queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  ; 
after  which  they  went  into  the  laid  committee,  but 
the  affair  againft  which  the  faid  m.otion  was  defigned 
did  not  come  on  that  day,  however  we  fhall  have 
occafion  to  take  notice  of  it  hereafter. 

Motion  as  to      On  the  J  3th  of  February^   Sir  Wilfred  Law f on 
spamp^c.  £^QQ^  yp    and  fpoke  to  the  effed  as  follows :    '  Sir, 

predations.         ^^,       -t  '  \  .     „  ,  .  _    ' 

'    1  he  many  and  great  Joftes  our  mercnants  have  lu- 
'  ftained  by  the  depredations  committed  on  them  by 

'  the 
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*  the  Spaniards^  are,  I  believe,  well  known  to  every 
'  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  and  it  is  likewife  known 
'  that  by  the  fecond  ieparate  article  of  the  treaty  of 

*  Seville^  all  thofe  affairs  were  to  have  been  {tttltd 
'  and  adjufled  in  t\it  fpace  of  three  years :  Thefe 
'  three  years  are  now  expired,  but  I  do  not  find 
'  that  any  body  knows  how  any  of  thofe  affairs  have 

*  been  fettled  and  adjufled,  at  leafl,   I  cannot  hear 

*  of  any  one  of  our  merchants  who  has  met  v/ith 

*  any  redrefs. 

'  As  the  time  is  now  expired,  I  hope  our  mer- 

*  chants  have  already  got,  or  are  very  foon  to  re- 
'  ceive  a  fufHcient  reparation  for  all  their  fufferings ; 

*  this.  Sir,  I  hops  for,  and  I  Hiould  be  extremely 
'  glad  to  have  my  hopes  confirmed  :   it  is  an  affair 

*  on  which  the  happinefs  of  many  private  men  de- 

*  pends,  and  is  of  fo  much  confequence  both  to  the 

*  honour  and  trade  of  this  nadon,  that  it  is  incum- 
'  bent  upon  us,  as  members  of  this  houfe,  to  inquire 

*  into  it ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  fliall  move,  that  an 

*  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 

*  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direftions,  that 
'  there  may  be  laid  before  this  houfe,  copies  of  the 
'  reports  made  by  his  Majefty 's  commifTaries  in 
'  Spain^  together  with  all  letters  and  papers  reladng 
*-  thereto ;  and  what  fatisfadion  has  been  made  to 

*  the  fubjecls  o^  Great  Britain  for  the  lolfes  they  fu- 
'  ftained  by  t\it   depredations  of  the  Spaniards  in 

*  Europe^  or  in  the  Indies^  purfuant  to  the  fecond 
'  feparate  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  union,  friend- 
'  fliip,  and  mutual  defence  between  the  crowns  of 
'  Great  Britain^  France  and   Spain^   concluded  at 

*  Seville^  on  the  ^xho^ November^  ^7^9-* 

This  m.otion  being  feconded,  there  enfiied  a  de- 
bate thereon  ;  in  which  the  gentlemen  aiter-named 
fpoke  to  the  effect  as  follows. 


Mr.  Chan^ 
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%afoiT        ^^°  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  '  Sir,  Rich 
rpccthV    '  an  addrefs  as  has  been  moved  for^  may,  if  gentle- 

*  men  infift  on  it,  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  but  I 
'  can  now  afuire  you,  that  there  is  as  yet  nothing  that 

*  his  Majefty  can  lay  before  you  j  for  though  by  the 

*  treaty  of  Sevllk  the  commilTaries  of  the  two  nations 

*  were  to  fettle  all  the  affairs  referred  to  them  by  that 

*  treaty,  within  the  fpace  of  three   years  from  the 

*  date  thereof,  yet  by  reafon  of  feveral  unforefeen 

*  accidents,  they  never  could  meet  fo  as  to  enter  upon 

*  or  do  any  bufinefs,  'till  the  month  of  February  lad. 
'  Since  that  time  they  have  been  proceeding  upon  the 
'  affairs  referred  to  them,  but  as  yet  there  is  nothing 
^  brought  to  that  maturity,  or  formed  into  fuch  a 
\  fhape,  as  to  be  proper  to  be  laid  before  this  houfc. 

*  The  delays  they  at  firft  met  with,  made  it  neceffa- 

*  ry  to  prolong  the  time  for  fettling  and  adjufting 
'  thofe  matters  -,  and  therefore  it  has  been  agreed  be- 
"^  tween  the  two  nations  that  the  three  years  fhall  be 
*^  computed  from  that  day  in  February  laff,  on  which 

*  the  commiffaries  firft  met,  and  by  that  time  it  is 
•^  to  be  hoped  that  all  thofe  affairs  will  be  fettled  in 
'  fuch  a  manner,  as  will  give  full  fatisfadlion  to  every 
*'  m.cmb^r  of  this  lioufe,  and  full  reparation  to  every 

*  one  of  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Briiain^  who  has  met 
'  with  a  real  injury  from  the  Spaniards.'* 

Ur.PuUe;-  lyUUam  Pulteney  Efq;  faid,  '  Sir,  There  is  a 
'  term  made  ule  or  in  tm  hxchequery  called  Nicml^ 
'  which  terni  has  been  fometimes  made  ufe  of  by  the 

*  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  has  often  been  gi- 
'  ven  as  an  anfwer  to  this  houfe,  ^hen  accounts  of 
'  the  produce  of  fome  certain  branches  of  the  reve- 
'  rue  have  been  called  for.  Now  as  to  the  prefent 
^  rffuir,  it  may  be  that  there  has  not  as  yet  been  any 

,  ^^  thing  done,  cr  at  leaft  not  brought  to  maturity, 
^  and  tormed  iniro  fuch  a  iliape  as  to  be  proper  to  be 
''  laid  Dcfore  this  houfe  :  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  iPiay  be 

'  the 
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the  cafe,  though  I  mud  fay,  it  is  a  little  furprifing 

*  that  in  fo  long  a  time  there  fhould  have  been  no- 
'  thing  done  ;  hov/ever,  fuppofing  that  it  is  the  cafe, 

*  yet  his  Majefly  may  give  us  this  Exchequer  term 
'  for  anfwer  ;  he  may  tell  us  that  there  has  not  as 

*  yet  been  any  thing  done  :  It  is   from  his  Majefty 

*  only,  that  this  houfe  can  properly  have  an  anfwer  : 
'  Even  fuch  an  anfwer  we  are  not  to  take  from  any 
'  member  of  this  houfe,  or  from  any  fubjccl  what- 

*  foever.  And  as  the  prefenting  fuch  an  addrefs  to 
^  his  Majefliy  will  fhew  our  conflitucnts  that  we  are 

<  careful  of  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  have  a 

*  concern  for  the  merchants  who  have  been  fo  great 

*  fufferers  by  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
'  Spaniards  ^  therefore  I  am  for  agreeing  with  the 

*  motion.' 

^ir  Xboraas  Ajlon  faid,  '  Sir,  if  in  all  this  time  sir  rw* 

*  there  has  been  nodiingdone  by  thofe  commiiTaries,  ^fech! 
^  I  am  much  afraid  that  this  affair  may  be  fpun  out 

'  to  a  very  great  length.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
'  it  may  laft  as  long  as  the  gendemen  wh,o  are  em- 

<  ployed  as  our  commiffaries  may  live  ;  for  as  they 

*  have   thereby  a  good  falary  from,  and  all  their 

*  charges  borne  by  their  country,  they  may  not  per- 
'  haps  be  too  hafty  in  concluding  the  affairs  referred 

*  to  them,  and  thereby  putting  an  end  to  the  bene- 

*  ficial  poll  they  enjoy  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  it 
'  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  Spaniards  will  make 
'  ufe  of  all  the  cxcufes   they  can  invent,  for  delay- 

*  ing  their  making  that  reparation  which  in  juflice 
'  they  ought  to  do,  and  which  we  are  engaged  in 
'  honour  to  infift  on.  It  is  therefore  our  duty  as 
'  members  of  this  houfe,  to  defire  from  time  to  time 

*  to  know  what  is  doing  in  an  affair,  in  which  both 
'  the  intereft  and  the  honour  of  the  nation  is  fo-iiuich 
'  concerned,  in  order  to  prevent  all  unncceffary  de- 
'  lays,,  and  to  fatisfy  the  world  that  tiiis  nation  does 
'  not  tamely  put  up  fuch  injuries.' 

'John 
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Mr.  Con-        John  Conduit  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
^./.'sfpeech.^j^^  borough  o{  WhitchuTchm  Hampjhire,  faid, '  Sir, 

*  I  find  there  is  a  very  great  miflake  as  to  the  gen- 
'  tlemen  who  are  employed  as  our  commilTaries  in 

*  Spain ;  I  mud  do  thofe  gentlemen  the  juftice  to 
'  declare,  that,  to  my  knowledge,  they  very  much 
'  defpife  the  falaries  they  have  from  the  public,  and 
'  are  pufliing,  as  much  as  polTible,  the  accommoda- 

*  tion  of  all  the  affairs  referred  to  them,  in  order 
'  that  they  may  return  home  to  look  after  their  pri- 

*  vate  affairs.     I  am  very  fure  that  there  is  not  one 

*  of  thofe  gentlemen,  wlio,  for  the  fake  of  the  fa- 
'  lary,  v/ould  have  gone,  out  of  the  kingdom,  or 
'  who  would  ffay  one  month  in  Spciin^  or  any  where, 
'  for  the  fake  of  enjoying  fo  trifling  a  benefit.     It 

*  was  the  hopes  only  of  being  ferviceable  to  their 

*  country,  that  prevailed  on  any  of  them  to  go  thi- 

*  ther,  and  they  are  doing  as  much  as  lies  in  their 
"  power  to  render  their  fervice  as  beneficial  as  pof- 

*  fible  to  their  country  ;  the  fooner  that  affair  is 
'  brought  to  a  conclufion,  the  more  beneficial  will 

*  their  fervice  certainly  be.  This,  Sir,  I  know  to 
'  be  the  cafe  as  to  the  gentlemen  that  are  employed ; 
'  but  if  it  v/ere  otherwife,  his  Majefly  would  certain- 
'  ly  take  care  that  no  unneceffary  delays  fliould  be 

*  allowed  in  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence,  and  cer- 
'  tainly  will  lay  before  this  houfe  an  account  of  all 
'  the  proceedings  in  that  affair,  as  foon  as  it  can  be 

*  conveniently  done ;  and  therefore  I  muil  be  of 
^  opinion,  that  there  is  no  occafion  for  our  prefent- 
^  ing  any  fuch  addrefs  as  has  been  moved  tor.' 

?,rr.  Puhe^  William  Pulteney  Efq;  '  Sir,  We  may  always  de- 
r^/sfpeech.c  p^j^j  q^  it,  that  his  Majefty  will  take  all  poffible 
'  care  of  this,  as  well  as  of  every  other  affair  that 
'  regards  the  honour  or  the  happinefs  of  the  nation  ; 
'  but  in  ail  affairs,  his  Majeily  muff  employ  others 
'  under  him,  he  mull  neceiTarily  employ  niiniffers  ' 
'  dwd  other  inferiour  agents  to  cranfad  and  nianage 

^  the 
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*  the  public  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  as  they  may 
«  be  dilatory  or  negligent,  therefore  it  is  the  duty, 
'  and  has  always  been  the  pradice  of  this  houfe,  to 
'  inquire  into  the  management  of  affairs  of  great 

<  confequence.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  I  am  for  the  ad- 
«  drefs  propofed,  becaufe  it  will  be  a  fpur  to  the 

<  miniflers,  to  procure  as  fpeedy  and  as  ample  a  fa- 
'  tisfadion  to  our  injured  merchants,  as  they  can 
«  poffibly  get.     Our  having  taken  notice  in  the  lafl 

*  feffion  of  Parliament  of  the  Spanijh  depredations, 

<  procured,  I  believe.  Sir,  thofe  commifFions  and  in- 
'  itru6lions  which  were  lail  fummer  fent  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  fhips  of  war  in  the  JVeft-Indies,     That,  I 

*  believe,  Sir,  was  the  chief  caufe  of  fending  fome 

*  of  our  fhips  to  the  Spanijh  coafl,  to  demand  fatis- 
'  fadion  for  EngliJJj  merchant  fhips  which  they  had 
'  violently  taken,  and  unjuflly  confifcated.  One  of 
'  thefe  captains  did  accordingly,  in  purfuance  of  the 
'  inflrudions  he  had  received,  fend  his  boat  with  his 
'  lieutenant  and  fome  of  his  failors  on  fliore,  to  de- 
'  mand  the  fatisfadion  propofed  -,  but  the  Spaniards 
'  were  fo  far  from  complying  with  fo  jufl  a  de- 

*  mand,  that  they  added  a  new  affront,  and  made 
'  the  lieutenant  and  the  men  prifoners  ;  whereupon 
'  he,  like  a  brave,  honefl,  downright  EngUPo  cap- 
'  tain,  did  what  he  ought  to  do,  he  feized  the  firil 
*•  Spanijh  fhip  he  could  meet  with  :  But  I  have 
'  been  fmce  informed,  that  this  Spanijh  fhip  has  been 
^  reftored,  though  the  Englijh  fhip  has  neither  been 
'  reftored,  nor  have  the  owners  met  with  any  fatli^ 
'  faciion  for  the  damage  and  lofs  they  have  fuftain- 
'  ed.     How  this  came  about ;  how  we  came  to  re- 

*  fbore  this  fliip  to  them,  before  they  had  agreed  to 
'  releafe  our  fhip,  is  more  than  I  knov/,  or  can  com.- 
'  prehend  :  for,  as  they  had  done  the  firfl  injury, 
'  they  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  obliged  to 
'  have  made  the  firfb  reparation.  As  to  the  gentle- 
'  men  that  are  employed  as  our  commilTaries  in 
'  Spain^  I  do  not  know  whether  they  defpife  their 

'  falaries 
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'  falaries  or   no,  but  I  am  lure  if  they  continue  as 

'  long  in  Spain^  as  one  gentleman  feems  apprehen- 

*  five  they  may,  it  will  verify  what  I  faid  in  this 
'  houfe  in  relation  to  thofe  affairs,  that  it  would  have 
'  been  better  for  the  nation,  and  more  to  the  fatis- 
'  fadion  of  the  fufferers,  to  have  given  up  the  af- 

*  fair  at  firfl,  and  to  have  given  the  fum  of  money 
'  which  fuch  cornniifnon  might  have  cofl  the  pub- 
'  lie,  to  be  divided  among  our  merchants  who  had 
'  been  robbed  and  plundered  by  the  Spaniards  :  for 
'  even  as  it  is,  I  am  afraid  that  if  the  charges  that 

*  that  commiflion  has  already,  and  will  ftand  the 
'  public  in,  were  to  be  deduced  from  the  fum  which 

*  we  may  recover  from  the  Spaniards  by  way  of  re- 

*  paration,  there  will  very  little  remain  to  be  divided 

*  among  the  fufferers.' 

Sir  Rcbm  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  ^  Sir,  I  do  not 
Waipdi%  t  know  v/here  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
^"^  *        *  lad  got  his  information,  in  relation  to  the  reftitu- 

*  tionoftheiS/>^;?//6  Ship  he  mentioned;  but  where- 
'  ever  he  got  it,  I  can  affure  him  it  is  wrong  :  for 

*  at  the  fame  time  that  orders  were  difpatched  from 
*-  hence  for  releafing  the  Spanijh  fhip,  there  were 

*  orders  difpatched  from  Spain  for  releafing  and  re- 
'  ftoring  the  Englijh  Ship  and  cargo  which  they  had 

*  before  taken  •,  and  her  not  being  refhored,  is  not 

*  owing   to  any  negled   here,  or  at  the    court  of 

*  Spain^  but  to  the  excufes,  fhifts  and  delays  that  are 
'  made  ufe  of  by  his  Catholic  Majefty's  governors 
'  in  the  Weft -Indies^  who  notv/ithftanding  their  ha- 
*•  ving  received  exprefs  orders  from  their  court  for 

*  the  delivering  up  of  tliat  fhip  and  cargo,  had  found 

*  out  fome  new  pretences  for  delaying  the  fame.' 

Mr.  p/«.       Walter  Plumer  Efq;  faid,    '   Sir,    From    what 
roer's  fpeech.  c  ^-j^g  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  has  been 

*  pleafed  to  tell  us,  I  cannot  but  with  pleafure  ob- 

I  '  fenT, 
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ferve,  that  if  ever  any  future  war  fhould  happen 
between  Spain  and  us,  we  mufl  certainly  get  the 
better  of  them  ;  for  our  governors  and  officers  in 
the  JVeJl- Indies  are,  it  feems,  molt  pundlual  and 
exad:  in  obferving  and  obeying  the  orders  and  in- 
ftrudiions  they  receive  from  hence,  even  though 
they  may  be  perhaps  not  much  to  their  own  pri- 
vate liking  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  it  appears 
that  his  Cathohc  Majefly's  governors  and  officers 
in  thofe  parts  have  but  little  regard  to  the  exprefs 
orders  they  receive  from  him  ♦,  his  Majefly,  it 
feems,  has  no  authority  over  his  own  officers,  and 
confequendy  in  cafe  of  a  war  between  us,  we  would 
have   a   very  confiderable   advantage    over  that 


Befides  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen,  Horatio  Other 
^alpok Efq-y  and  Colonel  Bladen  fpoke  againft  ad-^P^'^^'^' 
dreffing,  but  as  all  the  fpeakers  againft  it  leemed  to 
be  pretty  indifferent,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  other 
fide  infilling  upon  their  motion,  therefore  it  was  at 
laft  agreed  to  without  any  divifion  ;  and  the  addrefs 
having  been  accordingly prefented,  Mr.  Comptroller 
reported  to  the  houfe,  on  the  i6th^  his  Majelty's  an« 
fwer,  which  was  thus : 

'  rjpHAT  although  by  the  treaty  of 6'm//f  the King»s 
'  X  commilTaries  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain^^^"^^^- 
'  and  Spain^  were  to  meet  within  four  months  after 

*  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  that  treaty,  and 
'  their  commiffions  to  continue  for  three  years  from 

*  the  date  of  the  faid  treaty  ;  and  although  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  commifTaries  were  appointed  on  the  2d  of 

*  April  1730,  yet  by  feveral  unforefeen  accidents  the 

*  meeting  of  the  commifTaries  in  Spain  was  fo  long 
'  delayed,  that  the  firfl  conferences  were  not  opened 

*  'till  the  i^do^  February  1732,  iV".  ^S".  and  that  as 

*  fo  much  time  was  elapfed  before  the  opening  of 

*  their  commiflions,  it  has  been  fince  agreed,  between 

*  the 
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*  the  two  crowns,  that  the  three  years  for  finifhing 
'  the  commifTion  of  the  faid  commiiTaries  fhaJJ  be 
'  computed  from  their  firft  meeting  on  the  23d  of 

*  February  Jail ;  which  makes  it  impradicable  for 
'  his  Majefty  to  give  the  proper  orders,  for  laying  a 

I  '  perfe6b  account  before  this  houfe,  of  what  is  de- 

*  fired  in  their  addrefs.' 

I  sugarcoiony     On  thc  14th  of  F/?^r//^rj,  the  houfe  of  Commons 

bill,   iftre-j-efolved,  that  it  would  on  Tuefday  morning  then 
next  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
I  houfe,   to  confider  of  the  flate  of  the   trade  of  his 

I  Majefly's  fugar  Colonies  in  Aynerka  ;  but  upon  the 

laid  'Tuefday  it  was  put  off  till  next  day,  being  Wed- 
nefday  the  21  ft  oi  February^  when  the  houfe  did  re- 
folve itfelf  into  the  faid  committee,  and  Thomas  Win- 
fiington  Efq;  moved  for  a  refolution,  '  That  no 
'  fugar,  paneelsi  fyrups,  or  melafTes,  nor  any  rum  or 

*  Ipirits,  except  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 

*  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  in  America^  fhould  be 

*  imported  into  Ireland^  but  from  Great  Britain 

*  only.' 

Mr.  Car«y\     This  motlon  was  oppofed  by  Walter  Carey  Efq; 

fpeech.  reprefentative  in  Parliament  for  Clifton^  &c.  who 
faid  in  fubftance,  *  That  he  would  with  all  his  heart 
'  join  in  any  proper  meafures  that  could  be  propofed 
'  for  encouraging  our  fugar  colonies,  but  he  could 

*  not  agree  to  the  altering  the  laws  as  they  then  ftood 
^  with  refpedl  to  the  importation  into  Ireland :  That 
'  the  allowing  of  rum  to  be  imported  direftly  into 

*  Ireland  from  any  of  our  colonies  in  the  Weft- Indies^ 

*  was  with  defign  to  dilcourage,  as  much  as  pofTible, 

*  the  confumption  of  French  brandies  in  that  king- 

*  dom  •,  which  defign  would  be  intirely  overthrown 
r  *  by  the  refolution  propofed,  if  any  new  law  fhould 
1:  *  be  made  in  purfuance  thereof ;  for  if  it  fhould  be 
;'•  '  made  neceiiary  to  bring  rum  to,  and  enter  it  in 
^j               '  ^»g-i^«^  before -it 'could  be  ^zdivn^d  m  Ireland^  it 

■  '  would 
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'  would  very  much  enhance  the  price  of  that  com- 
'  modity,  by  which  the  confumption  thereof  would 
'  be  difcouraged  and  diminifhed,  and  the  confump- 
'  tion  of  French  brandies  would  confequently  be 
'  increafed  :  That  he  thought  it  was  unreafonable  to 

*  lay  fuch  a  reftri6tion  on  the  trade  to  Ireland^  be- 
'  caufe  that  kingdom  was  a  part  of  our  own  domi- 
'  nions,  and  contributed  very  confiderably  to  the  riches 
'  and  power  of  E7igland :  That  befides,  if  a  law 

*  fnould  be  made  in  the  terms  of  the  rcfolution  pro- 

*  pofed,  it  would  probably  embroil  us  with  fome  of 
^  our  neighbours :  That  he  did  not  know  but  the 
'  French  would  look  on  it  as  a  breach  of  that  arti- 

*  cle  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht^  by  which  it  was  flipu- 
*•  lated  that  the  trade  between  France  and  us  ihould 
'  remain  on  the  fame  footing  it  was  on  at  that  time  ; 
'  and  the  Portugneze  would  certainly  look  on  it  as 
'  a  breach  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce 

*  fubfifting  between  us  and  them,  becaufe  by  fuch  a 
'  law  the  importation  of  Portugal  fugars  diredlly 

*  into  Ireland^  would  be  exprelly  prohibited.' 

John  Scroope  Efq;  reprefentative  in  Parliament  for  Mr,Scroope\ 
the  city  of  Briftol,  laid  in  fubftance,  *•  That  as  to  the^^"'^* 
'  enhancing  of  the  price  of  rum  in  Ireland,  and 

*  thereby  difcouraging  the  confumption  thereof  in 
'  that  kingdom,  there  was  no  fuch  confequence  could 

*  enfue  fiom  th.^  refolution  propofed,  or  from  any 

*  law  that  could  be  made  in  pudiiance  thereof,  be- 

*  caufe  there  might  ftill  be  as  much  rum  as  was  re- 

*  quilite  for  the  confumption  in  that  kingdom  im- 
'  ported  diredlly  thither  from  our  own  fugar  colonies 

*  in  America  ;  what  was  propofed  by  the  refolution 
'  moved  for,  was  only  to  prohibit  the  diredt  impor- 
'  tation  of  anyof  thecommxodities  mentioned  there- 
'  in,  from  any  of  the  other  colonies  in  America,  and 
'  we  had  very  good  reafon  for  making  fuch  a  pro- 
^  hibition,  becaufe  it  appeared,   that  what  was  im- 

*  ported  dircclly  into  Ireland  from  the  other  colo- 

2  *  nies. 
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*  nies,  was'geiaerally  tne  produce  of  the  foreigxi  fu- 
'  gar  colonies  in  t\\at  part   of  the  world,  whereby 

*  the  trade  of  thofe  colonies  was  very  much  encou- 
'  raged  and  improved,  to  the  ruin  of  our  own  fugar 

*  colonies  in  Ame^rica  :  That  though  we  were  to  look 
'  upon  Ireland  as  a  part  of  our  own  dominions,  yet 
^  we  ought  not  to  allow  them  to  encroach  upon  any 
'  branch  of  the  trade  of  England  t  It  was  very  well 

*  known  that  they  were  always  endeavouring  to 
'  encroach  upon  our  trade ;  and  if  we  did  not  take 

*  care  to  keep  that  country  under  the  yoke,  they 
'  might  in  time  grov/  fo  rich  as  to  be  able  to  throw 
'  it  off,  which  they  would  perhaps  willingly  do,  if 

*  ever  it  fhould  happen  to  be  in  their  power  :  That 
'  as  to  Portugal^  Ibme  words  might  be  put  in,  or 

*  fome  provilb  added,  for  obviating  any  exception 
*-  that  might  be  taken  by  them.* 

Mr.  Dod-  George  Doddington  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
<iir.g^ton'%     fQj.  Bridgewater  in  Somerfetjhire,  faid  in  fubflance, 

'  That  he  was  forry  to  differ  from  his  honourable 

'  friend  that  fat  by  him,  but  that  he  had  always  looked 

'  on  prohibitions  in  trade  as  of  dangerous  confe- 

'  quence,  and  that  therefore  no  prohibition  ought 

'  ever  to  be  laid  on  it,  but  fuch  as  are  in  their  own 

*  nature  abfolutely  neceflfary  :  That  we  had  no  reafon 
'  to  be  jealous  of  Ireland^  or  to  lay  them  under  ma- 

*  ny  reftraints  and  prohibitions  ;  that  country  had 
«  always  appeared  loyal  and  zealous  for  his  Majefty, 

*  and  for  the  prefent  royal  family ;  they  had  generally 

*  behaved  as  good  fubje6i:s,  at  leafl  for  many  years 
«  lail  paft  \  and  he  believed  the  bed  way  to  keep 
'  them  fo,  was  to  give  them  all  proper  encourage- 
«  ment,  and  to  fhun  as  much  as  pofTible  laying  them 
<  under   any  particular  reftraints  or  difadvantages : 

*  That  he  looked  on  that  kingdom  in  a  very  ditfe- 

*  rent  light  from  what  fome  other  gentlemen  feemed 

*  to  view  it  in ;  the  people  thereof  he  always  confi- 

*  dered  as  a  part  of  our  feives,  and  he  hoped  they, 

'  or 


A.  1733.       DEBATES.  ^Si 

*  or  at  lead  the  moft  of  them,  never  did,  nor  ever 

*  would  look  upon  themfelves  as  being  under  any 
'  yoke,  but  that  of  the  government  and  the  laws  of 

*  their  native  country.' 

Horatio  TValpole  Efq;  faid  in  fubflance,  *  That  as  Mr.  U^at^ 

*  to  what  was  propofed  by  the  regulation  moved  for,^^'*^?**^^ 
'  he  did  not  think  that    there  was  any  thing  in  it 

*  contrary  to  the  treaties  of  peace  or  commerce  fub- 

*  fifting  between  us  and  any  of  our  neighbours ;  it 
'  was  only  a  regulation  of  trade  within  our  own  do- 
'  minions,  and  had  no  relation  to  \h^  trade  of  any  of 

*  our  foreign  neighbours.     If  we  were  to  prohibit 

*  the  importation  of  any  one  of  their  commodities  in- 
'  to  any  part  of  the  ^nV//^  dominions,  they  might  per- 

*  haps  have  reafon  to  take  it  amifs;  they  might  fay, 

*  that  fuch  a  prohibition  was  an  infringement  of  fome 
'  of  the  ftipulations  fubfifling  between  us  ;  but  what 
'  was  now  propofed,  was  not  a  general  prohibition^ 
'  it  v/as  only  the  appointing  of  fuch  particular  places 
'  within  our  own  dominions,  for  the  importation  of 

*  fuch  commodities,  and  prohibiting  the  importing 

*  of  them  at  fome  other  places :  As  this  regarded  on- 

*  ly  our  trade  among  our  felves,   no  foreign  power 

*  could  take  any  juft  exceptions  thereto  >  but  how- 
'  ever,  fince  there  was  no  defign  of  prohibiting  the 

*  importation  of  French  fpirits,  or  Portugal  fugars 
^  diredly  into  Ireland^  therefore  he  would  propofe 
'  an  amendment,  and  that  the  refolution  fnould  be 
'  in  I'ix^  terms  following,  viz.  That  no  fugar,  paneels, 
'  fyrups  or  melalfcs,  of  the  growth,  produft  or  ma- 
'  nufaclure  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  plantations  in 
'  America ;  nor  any  rum  or  fpirits,  oi  America^  except 
'  of  the  growth  or  manufadrux^e  of  his  Ma;eily''sfugar 
'  colonies  there,  be  imported  into  Ireland^  but  from 
'^  Great  Britain  only.' 

The  refolution  beinar  thus  amended,  it  was  a^rreed 
Jo  without  any  divifion  3  and  then, 

Vo  L,  X,  A  a  nomas 
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Second  refo-     ^homas  IVinnbigton  Efq-,  flood  up  again>  and  mo- 
lation.       ^^^^  c  That  a  duty  of  4  J.  ^^r  hundred  weight,  fler- 

*  ling  money,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  fugars  and  pa- 
^  neels  imported  into  any  of  his  Majeily's  colonies  or 
'  plantations  in  America,*  Which  was  agreed  to 
without  any  oppofition.     Then, 

sd  and  4th      Qo\,  Martin  Bladeuniovtdi  the  two  following  re- 
rcfoiutions.  foj^^t-^Qj-js^  .^^'^^    j^  .  That  a  duty  of  6  i. /^^r  Gallon^ 

'  flerling  money,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  melalfes  and 
'  fyrups  imported  into  any  of  his  Majefty^s  colonies 
■^  or  plantations  in  America  ;  and, 

2.  *  That  a  duty  of  9 /^.  per  gallon,  flerling  mo- 
^  ney,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  rum  imported  into  any 
*•  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  or  plantations  in  Anerica.''' 

Sir  John  Sir  John  Barnard  (dad  in  fubflance,.  ^  That  as  the 
fvZch/''  *  trade  then  flood  between  our  northern  colonies  and 
'  the  Frenchfugar  iflands,  it  appeared  that  our  colo- 
'  nies  bought  melafTes  of  them  at  a  very  low  price, 
'  and  difliiled  them  into  rum,  by  which  they  pro-» 
'  vided  themfelves  at  a  fmall  charge  with  the  rum 

*  that  was  necefTary  for  them   in   their  trade   witli 

*  the  IndianSy  and  in  their  fiHiing  trade  y  they  had, 
^  it  was  true,  moil  of  the  materials  for  making  this 
'  rum  from  the  French ^hut  then  the  manufacture  was 

*  all  their  own,  and  thereby  a  great  many  of  our 
*■  fubjedls  in  that  part  of  the  world  were  employed- 

*  and  maintained :  That  by  laying  llich  a  high. 
^  duty  on  Fr^;^^, 6' melafTes,,  we  fliouid  lay  them,  under 

*  a  neccfTity  of  manufadhiring  it  themfelves,  lb  that 
*•  our  fubjedls  would  lofe  all  that  employment,  and 

*  inflead  of  buying  melafTes  in  their  natural  drefs 
^  from  the  French^  as  they  did  formerly,,  they  would 

*  be  obliged  to  purchafe  the  fame  melafTes  manufac- 

*  tured  into  rum,  v/hereby  the  French  fugar  iilands 
^  would  talce  of  them  at  leafl  three  times  the  money 

^  they 
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*  they  took  formerJy.  That  as  meJafles  was  a  bulky 
«  commodity,  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  run  them  into 
^  any  of  our  northern  colonies,  fo  that  the  French 

*  would  be  laid  under  an  abfolute  necefllty  of  manu- 
'^  facluring  them  into  rum ;  and  when  manufadlured. 

*  into  rum,  it  would  be  eafy  to  carry  that  rum  and 
'  fell  it  in  a  fmuggling  way  to  our  fifhing  vefTels  at 

*  fea,  and  even  to  run  it  into  every  one  of  our  colo= 

*  nies  on  the  continent  of  America.     The  fea-coafts 

*  belonging  to  us  in  that  part  of  the  world  were  of 

*  f  jch  a  vail  extent^  and  lb  many  little  harbours  and 
'  creeks  to  be  every  where  met  with,  the  roads  fb 

*  little  frequented,  and  the  towns  fo  open,  that  it 
'  would  be  impoflible  to  prevent  the  running  of 

*  French  rum  on  fhore,  or  the  conveying  it  from 
'  one  town  to  another  after  it  is  landed.  No  not 
^  even  if  we  fhould  fend  thither  the  whole  army  of 
'  excife  officers  which  we  have  here  at  home.     The 

*  fending  of  them  thither  might  indeed  add  a  good 
'  deal  to  our  happinefs  in  this  country,  but  all  of 
'  them  together  could  be  of  nofervice  for  fuch  a  pur- 
'  pofe  in  that  country.  That  as  to  the  laying  a  duty 
^  both  upon  foreign  rum  and  melafles,  he  would  not 
^  be  altogether  againfc  it,  but  then  it  ought  to  be  only 
'  a  fmall  duty,  for  the  fake  of  giving  an  advantage 
'  to  our  own  fugar  colonies  in  that  refpe6l,  not  fuch 
'  a  high  duty  as  was  in  a  manner  equal  to  a  prohibit 
'  tion  ;  for  that  v/as  really  granting  a  monopoly  to 
'  our  fugar  iflands,  v/ith  relped  to  a  commodity  that 
'  is  abfolutely  pecelTary  for  our  northern  colonies 
'  both  in  their  fifhing  trade,  and  in  their  trade  v/ith 

^  the  native  Indians  :  and  as  the  French  were  our 
'  rivals  likewife  in  both  thofe  trades^-  we  were  about 
'  giving  them  a  certain  advantage  as  to  thefe  trades, 
'  and  that  v/ithout  doing  them  any  harm  as  to  their 
^  fugar-trade  5  for  if  tlicy  fold  fugar  and  rum  cheaper 

*  than  our  colonies  did,  they  Would  IiJive  vent  e- 
'  nough  for  all  they  could  make,  they  would  havei 
'  3  toien  market  for  it  in  the  Britijh  dominions^- 

A  a  2  '  snd 
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*  and  an  open  market  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
«  world.* 

Col.  Martin  Colonel  Martin  Bladen  faid,  *  That  he  had  often 

^/fl^^«'s     c  heard  our  army  of  excife  officers  fet  in  a  very  ter- 

'  rible  light,  and  reprefented  as  of  the  moft  dange- 

'  rous  confequence  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation  ^  but 

'  now  he  heard  it  urged  that  this  whole  army  would 

'  not  be  able  to  reduce  our  northern  colonies,  and  he 

'  was  fure  if  they  were  not,  there  was  no  fear  of  their 

*  being  able  to  reduce  this  nation.  But  without  fend- 

*  ing  any  of  that  army  to  America^  he  hoped  there 
'  would  be  no  fuch  thing  as  fmuggling  in  that  part 
'  of  the  world  ;  it  was  to  prevent  fuch  a  pernicious 
'  pradice,  that  he  propofed  only  laying  a  duty  on 
'  foreign  rum,  he  did  not  propofe  a  prohibidon, 
'  and  the  duty  he  had  propofed  v/as  no  higher  than 
'  what  was  abfolutely  necelTary  for  putting  our  own 
'  fugar  iflands  on  an  equal  foot  with  the  French.'' 

Sir  John  Sir  J obn  Barnard.     '  That  he  had  faid  that  our 

f^m""'^^^'  ^  whole  army  of  excife-men  would  not  be  able  topre- 

*  vent  the  running  of  French  rum  into  that  country;. 
'  he  did  not  talk  of  reducing  the  country,  he  had 
'  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  the  word,  but  he  belie- 
*-  ved  it  would  be  much  eafier  to  reduce  the  coun- 
'  try  than  to  prevent  the  running  of  Frencli  rum  into 
'  it,  in  cafe  what  was  then  propofed  fhculd  take  ef- 

*  fed: :  That  if  the  gentleman  really  meant  to  pre- 
'  vent  running,  he  was  very  unfortunate  in  what  he 
'  had  propofed,  for  he  had  propofed  the  only  me- 
«  thod  that  could  be  thought  on  for  fetring  up  and 
'  encouraging  the  fmuggling  trade,  which  was  that 
'  of  laying  on  a  high  duty,  equal,  if  not  above  t\iQ 

*  firfb  oricc  of  the  commodity  upon  v/hich  it  was 

*  laid.'' 

Other  fpea-  There  were  feveral  other  gentlemen  fpoke  upon 
^'''  •         this  fubjecl,  viz.  Samuel  Sandys  Efq-,  Aid  erman  Perry., 

one 
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one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  city  ol  London^  the 
right  honourable  the  Lord  Vifcount  Percival^  one  of 
the  reprefentatives  for  Harwich  in  Ejfex^  John 
Drummond  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the 
towns  Q^  Forfa)\  &c.  in  Scotland^  George  Heathcote 
Efq;  Captain  Edward  Vernon^  reprefentative  forPen- 
ryn  in  Cornwall  •,  John  Conduit  Efq-,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Stapleton^  one  of  the  Knights  of  the  fliire  for 
the  county  of  Oxford ;  fome  of  whom  were  againfh 
the  two  refolutions  propofed,  fome  for  amending 
them,  and  fome  for  agreeing :  at  laft  tlie  queflion 
was  put,  and  they  v/ere  feverally  agreed  to,  without 
any  divifion. 

After  this  the  two  following  refolutions  were  a-  5*^  ana  6tb 
greed  to  without  any  oppofition,  viz,  '  That  all  the ^^  ^  "^*°''*^ 

*  duties  charged  on  the  importation  of  all  fugars  and 
'  paneels  of  the  growth,  produ6l  and  manufadlure  of 

*  his  Majeily's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America^ 

*  into  Great  Britain^  be  drawn  back  on  exportation 
'  of  the  fame,' 

2.  '  That  a  drawback  or  allowance  of  2  s,  per 
'  hundred  weight,  on  all  fugars  refined  in  and  export- 
'  ed  from  Great  Britain^  be  paid  on  ^\q.  exportation 
'  thereof,  over  and  above  all  drawbacks  or  bounties 

*  now  payable  thereon/ 

This  laft  refolution  was  feconded  by  Sir  John  Bar-  Sn  John 
mird,  whofaid,    '  That  he  would  agree  to  that  as  ,f  eeThT'^'* 

*  well  as  the  other  refolution  with  all  his  heart,   for 

*  that  thefe  two  were  the  only  refolutions  they  had 

*  come  to,  which  in  his  opinioa  would  be  of   any 

*  real  ufe  to  our  fugar  colonies  ;  and  particularly  the 

*  laft  i-efolution  he  was  glad  to  fee  moved,   becaufe 

*  he  hoped  it  would  make  them  think  of  fome 
^  other  tilings  relating  to  our  trade,  which  ftood 

*  m    need    of    fome    fuch    redrefs    from  Parlia- 

Aa  3  ^  ment. 
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ment.  There  v/ere  feveral  foreign  materials  im- 
periled into  this  kingdom,  liable  to  duties  on  im-r 
portcitic-n,  which  duties  were  drawn  back  if  the 
materials  v/ere  again  exported  in  the  fame  fhape, 
but  if  manufactured  and  made  more  valuable  by 
the  labour  of  our  own  people,  neither  the  merchant 
nor  the  manufacturer  could  draw  back  the  duties, 
even  though  they  fhould  afterwards  export  the 
fam.e,  and  could  fhew  that  this  nev/  manufacture 
was  made  of  materials  that  had  paid  a  duty  ou 
im.portation,  and  would  have  had  a  drawback  on 
exportation,  if  they  had  been  carried  out  rough  as 
they  were  brought  in  :  This  he  faid  was  a  fcanda- 
lous  overfight  when  thefe  duties  were  firft  im^pofed, 
but  it  was  much  m.ore  fcandalous  that  in  fo  long  a 
time  this  overfight  had  never  been  amended. 
There  were,  he  faid,  feveral  examples  of  this  over- 
fight could  be  given,  but  he  would  then  only 
miention  the  duties  on  foreign  hemp,  flax,  cordage, 
&c.  which  were  drav/n  back,  if  the  goods 
Ihould  be  exported  in  the  fame  condition  they 
were  imported ;  but  if  thefe  very  goods  Ihould, 
by  the  labour  and  induftry  of  our  own  people^^ 

•  be  manufactured  into  cables,  ropes  and  other  tac- 
kle for  fhipping,  and  then  exported,  the  expor- 
ter could  not  have  any  drav/back  :  This,  he  laid^ 
was  a,  great  lofs  to  that  branch  of" our  trade,  which 
was  a  very  confiderable  branch,  but  would  be  much 

•  more  confiderable  if  it  were  not  for  this  hardfliip 

•  it  laboured  under.' 


Thefe  refolutions  being  all  agreed  to  as  above- 
mentioned,  a  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
purfuant  to  them  i  and  the  fame  v/as  accordingly 
brought  in,  and  paiTed  into  a  lay/. 

Penfion  biu      On  thc  2 1  ft  day  of  Fehuary,  the  bill  for  making 
pafTed  the    YnoTC  cffeCtual  the  lav/s  in  being  for  difabling  perfons 

houfe   of  ,  ^,  ^      .  ^  ^        . 

Commons,    from  bcing  cnoien  memoers  oij  or  litting  or  voting 

in 
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in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  any  penfion 
during  plcafure,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any 
offices  held  in  truft  for  them,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  palTcd  ;  and  Mr.  Sandys  was  ordered  to 
carry  the  bill  to  the  lioufe  of  Lords,  and  defire  their 
concurrence. 

Ont\\t2  2do^  February,  the  houfe,  accord i ns;  to  S-*""""'"^^ 
order,  refolved  itfeir  into  a  committee  or  the  whole  means, 
houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  rai- 
fing  tat  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty.  And  the  ac- 
count of  the  monies  then  remaining  in  the  Exche- 
quer^ of  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  difpofable 
by  Parliament,  having  with  others  been  referred  to 
the  faid  committee,  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  Hood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fub- 
flance  as  follows. 

'  Sir,   in  the  lad  fefTion  of  Parliament,  this  houfe  sir  ;?»^^rr 
*■  came  to  a  refolution,  which,  in   my  opinion,  was  f^'^^^'^^'* 
^  a  good  and  a  mofl  reafonable  refolution  ;  and  thatiiodon. 
^  was  10  eafe  the  landed  intereft  of  one  fnilling*  in  the 
^  pound  upon  the    land  tax,  by  granting  in  lieu 
'  thereof  a  duty  on  fait  for  three  years.     By  this  the 
^  landed  interefb,  which  has  for  fo  many  years  borne 
'  fo  great  a  fhare  of  the  public  expence,  has  in  this 
<  laft  year  found  a   moit  fenfible  eafe  -,  and  if  any 
^  method  can  be  fallen  on,  for  continuing  this  eafe 
'  to  them,  fuch  miCthod  ought  certainly  to  be  fol- 

*  lowed.  As  I  had,  in  the  lafl  feiTion  of  Parliament, 
'  the  honour  of  moving  for  that  refolution,  the  ap- 

*  probation  I  then  met  with  encourages  me  now  to 

*  offer  to  your  confideration  another  motion,  which 
'  I  hope  will  be  equally  agreeable,  and  that  is,  that 
'  it  may  be  refolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
"  this  committee,  that  tov/ards  raifing  the  fupply 
"  granted  to  his  Majefty,  there  be  ifTued  and  ap- 
"  pUed  the  fum  of  500,000  /.  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
**  have  arifen  for  the  furplufies,  excefles,    or  over- 

A  a  4  ''  plus 
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^^  plus  monies,  commonly  called  the  finking  fund, 
*'  over  and  above  v^hat  hath  been  applied  to  the 
^^  payment  of  one  miUion,  towards  difcharging  the 
''  national  debt,  purfjant  to  an  ad  of  the  lail  fefTion 
''  of  parliamient.'*  This  motion,  Sir,  I  hope,  will 
'  m.eet  with  the  approbation  of  this  houfe  ;  for  it  has 
'  always  been  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
'  granted  by  every  man,  that  the  publjc  expence 
«  ought  alv/ays  to  be  raifed,  according  to  that  me- 

*  th od  which  is  the  lead  burdenfome  to  the  people  ; 
«  By  this  method  we  iliall  provide  for  a  great  part 

*  of  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  without  laying 
^  any  burden  whatever  on  the  people,  and  without 

*  doing  any  injuftice  to  any  man,  or  to  any  fet  of 
^  men  :  The  cafe  of  the  creditors  of  the  public,  is 

*  now  very  much  altered  from  what  it  was  ;  the 
'  competition  among  them  is  not  now,  which  of 
""  them  fliall  be  firil  paid,  but  which  of  them  fhall 
'  be  the  lall  to  be  paid  :  and  therefore  gentlemen 
'  need  not  nov/  apprehend,  that  any  of  the  public 

*  creditors  will  look  upon  this  houfe's  agreeing  to 
<•  this  motion  as  an  injuflice  done  them,  or  as  any 
«^  hardfhip  put  upon  them  •,  on  the  contrary,  they 
*-  will  look  on  it  as  a  favour,  and  would  be  glad 
"-  that  a  much  larger  part  of  that  fund  were  to  be  ap- 
<^  plied  in  the  fame  manner.  And  this  motion  ought 
'  the  rather  to  be  agreed  to,  moreeipecially  by  thole 
'  who  have  a  regard  for  the  landed  interetl,  becaufe 
<  we  can  thereby  continue  to  the  landed  gentlemen, 
'  that  eafe  which  we  granted  them  lafl  year  ;  v/here- 
^  as  if  thism.otion  fhali  appear  not  to  be  agreeable  to 
«  the  Committee,  then  I  or  fome  other  gentleman 

*  of  this  houfe,  mull:  miove  for  a  land  tax  of  two 
<=  fliillings  in  the  pound,  there  not  being,  fo  far  as 
^  I  know,  any  other  way  or  means  Ml  of  providing 

-?  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year/ 


Upon 
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Upon  this  there  enfued  a  long  debate,  in  which 
the  following  gentlemen  fpoke  in  fubftance  j  or  to 
the  effeft  as  follows ;  viz, 

William  PuUeney  Efq;  '  Sir,  though  I  was  aware  Mr.  Puite^ 
'  of  the  motion  now  made  by  the  honourable  geH-^'-^'^^P*"^' 
*-  tleman  fitting  near  me,  yet  I  was  in  hopes  that 

*  what  he  has  now  moved  for,  was  not  all  that  he 

*  was  to  open  this  day  to  the  committee  we  are  now 

*  in ',  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  fhall  conclude  with  a 
'  motion  of  a  different  kind  from  what  the  gentle- 
'  man  has  now  been  pleafed  to  make  to  us.  But,  Sir 
'  there  is  another  thing,  a  very  terrible  affair  im- 

*  pending!  a  monftrous  projed!  yea  more  mon- 
'  llrous  than  has  ever  yet  been  reprefented !  It  is  fuch 
'  a  proje6l  as  has  ftruck  terror  into  the  minds  of 

*  moft  gendemen  within  this  houfe,  and  in$o  the 
'  minds  of  all  men  without  doors,  who  have  any 
'  regard  to  the  happinefs,  or  to  the  conftitution  of 
'  their  country.  I  mean.  Sir,  that .  monfter,  the 
'  Excife !  that  plan  of  arbitrary  power,  which  is  ex- 
^  pedled  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe  in  the  prefent 
^  feffion  of  Parliament.  This  I  fay.  Sir,  is  ex- 
'  peded,  and  therefore  I  am  for  having  the  whole  of 

*  that  gentleman's  defigns  laid  before  this  committee 
'  at  once,  and  a  fufHcient  time  given  for  us  to  con- 
'  fider  the  whole,  before  we  come  to  a  refolution  on 
'  any  part. 

'  Of  late  years,  Sir,  gentlemen  have  been  led,  I 
^  do  not  knov/  how,  into  a  new  method  of  proceed- 
'  ing  in  Parliament,  a  method  very  different  from 
'  what  our  anceftors  always  obferved.  In  former 
'  times,  the  general  or  particular  grievances  were 
'  firft  examined,  confidered  and  redrelfed  in  Par- 
'  liament,  before  they  entered  upon  the  granting  of 
'  any  fupplles  j  but  lately,  Sir,  we  have  been  led 
*•  into  a  method  of  granting  all  the  money  neceifary 
^  for  the  public  fervice,  among  the  firft  things  we 

'  do. 
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«  do.     The  malt  tax  bill,  the  land  tax  bill,  and  fuch 

*  bills,  are  now  in  every  reflion  the  firft  things  that 
'  appearupon  the  journals  of  this  houfe  ;  and  when 

*  thefe  things  are  iinilhed,  the  gendemen  in  the  ad- 

*  minillration  generally  look  on  the  whole  bufinefs 

*  of  the  fellion  to  be  over.     If  this  houfe  fhoiild  then 

*  enter  upon  any  difagreeable  inquiries  into  grievan- 

*  ces,  we  might  then  perhaps  be  told,  that  the  fea- 

*  fon  was  too  far  fpent,  that  it  was  necefTary  for  gen-^ 

*  tlemen  to  return  home,  to  mind  their  private  af- 

*  fairs ;  we  might  probably  be  obliged  to  defer  to 

*  another  fefTion,  what  the  welfare  of  this  nation  re- 

*  quired  to  be  determined  in  the  prefent.     I  hope, 

*  Sir,  gentlemen  will  confider  this,  and  that  we 
'  will  again  begin  to  follow  the  wife  method  ob- 

*  ferved  by  our  anceftors,  and  keep  fome  fccurity  in 

*  our  own  hands,  for  our  fitting  till  we  have  heard 

*  and  redreffed  all  the  grievances  of  our  fellow-fub- 

*  J€&.     There  are  feveral  things  which  we  ought  to 

*  examjne  into  before  this  feffion  fliall  be  concluded. 

*  Does  not  every  gentleman  know,  does  not  every 

*  gendeman  expert,  that  there  is  an  application  to 

*  be  made  to  us  rrcm  tht  South  Sea  company  ?  That 

*  company  has  now  made  choice  of  a  fet  of  honefb 

*  proprietors  to  be  the  dire6lors  of  their  affairs  -,  they 

*  are  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  that  company's  affairs, 

*  and  theymufl  inquire  into  the  management  of  their 

*  affairs  for  fome  time  pafl :  In  both  thefe  they  will 

*  iland  in  need  of  a  parliamentary  rehef,  and  in  both 

*  it  ought  to  be  granted  them. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  addreffes  himfelf,  in 

*  a  very  particular  manner  to  the  landed  interefi: , 
'  I  hope  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe  has  a  regard 
^  for  the  landed  intereft ;  but  I  hope  the   landed 

*  gentlemen  of  this  houfe  are  not  to  be  bullied  into 
^  any  miniflerial  jobs,  by  telling  them,  that  if  they 

*  do  not  agree  to  fuch  a  motion,  a  land  tax  of  two 

*  flaillines  in  the  pound  muft  be  moved  for.     I  hope, 

3  '  Sir, 
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Sir,  the  landed  gentlemen  will  never  be  induced 
to  confent  to  any  thing  that  may  undo  the  nation, 
'  and  overturn  the  conititution  for  fo  fmall  a  bribe, 
'  fo  trifling  a  confideration,  as  that  of  being  free 
'  from  the  payment  of  one  fhilling  in  the  pound  land 
'  tax,  and  for  one  year  only.  The  landed  gentle- 
^  men  of  this  nation,  have  often  ventured  their  all  in 
'  their  country's  caufe,  and  it  is  an  indignity  offered 
^  to  them  to  imagine,  that  their  paying  or  not  pay- 
'  ing  fuch  a  trifle  as  one  fliilling  in  the  pound  land 
'  tax,  will  be  of  any  weight  with  them,  when  it 
'  comes  in  competition  with  the  welfare  and  the  hap- 

*  pinefs  of  their  country. 

'  The  flnking  fund,  that  facred  depofit   for  ex- 

*  tinguifliing  the  debts,  and  abolifhing  the  taxes 
^  which  lie  fo  heavy  on  the  trade  and  the  people  of 

*  this  nation,  ought  never  to  be  touched  -,  no  con- 

*  fideration  whatever  ought  to  prevail  with  us  to 
^  convert  that  fund  to  any  ufe,  but  that  for  wliich 
'  it  was  originally  defigned.  It  has  of  late  been  too 
'  often  robbed  ;  I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  robbing  is  a 
*•  harfh  word,  I  will  not  fay  robbed  ;  but  I  mud 
'  fay,  that  upon  feveral  occaflons  there  have  been 

*  confiderable  fums  nipped  away  from  it.  Upon 
'  the  demife  of  his  late  Majefl:y,  a  large  fum  was 
'  taken  from  the  finking  fund,  and  applied  to  the 
^  civil  lift  •,  by  the  taking  off  the  fait  duty,  another 

*  large  yearly  fum  v/as  taken  away  from  that  fund  ; 

*  the  people  are  now  again  charged  with  that  duty,. 

*  but  no  reftitution  has  been  made  to  the  finking 
'  fund.  Thus,  Sir,  there  has  been  already  a  very 
^  large  fum  taken  from  it  at  feveral  times,  and  now 
^  it  ispropofed  to  fnip  off  of  it  500,000 /.  at  once, 
'  At  this  rate.  Sir,  the  people  of  this  nation  muft 

*  for  ever   groan  under  the  load  of  taxes  they  are 

*  now  fubjedt  to  ;  and  our  trade,  as  long  as  we  have 
'  any  left,  muft  labour  under  the  difficulties  and  dif- 

*  couragements  it  is  now  expofed  to.     Is  this.  Sir, 

*  confiftent  with  the  welfare  or  happinefs  of  the  na- 

'  tionp 
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*  tion?  Is  this  the  method  by  which  the  landed  gen- 

*  tiemen  are  to  be  eafed  of  one  fhilling  in  the  pound 

*  land  tax? 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  has  been  called,  and 

*  once  had  the  vanity  to  call  himfelf,  the  father  of 

*  the  finking  fund  •,  but  if  Solomon's  judgment  was 

*  right,  he  who  is  thus  for  fplitting  and  dividing  the 
'  child,  can  never  be  deemed  to  be  the  true  father. 
'  He  may  claim,  and  I  fhall  allow  him  the  honour 
'  of  being  the  father  of  two  other  children,  lately 
'  brought  forth  in  this  nation,  a  ftanding  army  and 

*  an  excife  ;  but  as  for  the  finking  fund,  he  feems 
'  now  to  renounce  all  pretences  of  being  the  father 
'  thereof.  I  fhall  not  now,  Sir,  enter  farther  into 
'  the  merits  of  the  motion  that  the  honourable  gen- 

*  rleman  has  been  pleafed  to  make,  becaufe  I  hope  a 

*  proper  time  will  be  allowed  for  gentlemen  to  con- 
'  iider  of  a  queftion  of  fo  great  confequence,  and 
'  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  widi  a  motion  for  the 
'  chairman  to  leave  the  chair.'' 

Sir  Rchert       Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  ZAT/y^^^/^r.     *  Sir,  As  for 

fpeech/^    '  the  gendeman's  faying,  that  1  had  once  the  vanity 

'  of  calling  myfelf  the  father  of  the  finking  fund,  I 

'  mufl  fay,  that  whether  I  was  vain  of  being  thought 

*  fo  or  no,  I  remicmber  a  time  when  the  eflablifhing 

*  of  that  fund  was  treated  as  a  monftrous  projed,  and 
^  then.  Sir,  I  was  obliged  to  father  it;  but  no  fooner 

*  was  it  found  out  to  be  a  good  and  a  right  thing, 
'  and  a  projed  that  was  both  feafible  and  agreeable 

*  to  the  interefl  of  this  nation,  but  other  gentlemen 
'  endeavoured  to  rob  the  real  father,  whoever  he 

*  was,  of  the  glory  of  being  the  father  of  that  child. 

*  As  for  the  other  monftrous  projed  fo  much  talked 
'  of,  v/hich  fome  gentlemen  now  endeavour  to  fhew 

*  in  fo  terrible  a  light,  I  doubt  not  but  that  in  a  lit- 
'  tie  nme  it  will  appear  in  a  quite  different  fhape  to 
^  the  imipartial  and  unprejudiced  part  of  the  nation, 

C       *  Let  it  be  what  it  v/ill,  I  am  refolved  to  propofe  it ; 

3  -        *  ^^^ 
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and  if  I  have  but  a  very  little  time,  I  fhall  lay  k 
before  you  for  your  confideration  :  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that,  upon  a  thorough  examination,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  for  the  general  intereft  of  the  nation, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  every  fair  trader  in  parti- 
cular ;  and  this  I  am  fo  much  convinced  of,  that 
I  believe  I  may  live  to  have  it  told  ane,  that  I  was 
not  the  father  of  it,  but  that  other  people  had 
thought  of  it  before  me.  I  never  as  yet  inclined 
to  do  that  which  I  thought  was  ill ;  I  am  afraid  of 
doing  fo  :  but  I  never  ihall  be  afraid  of  doing  well, 
I  fhall  never  be  afraid  of  doing  good,  either  to  my 
country  or  to  private  men,  fo  far  as  is  confident 
with  the  intereil  of  my  country.  As  for  the  fums 
which  have  been  taken  from  the  civil  hif,  they  were 
not  taken  from  it  by  me,  they  were  taken  from  it 
by  the  authority  of  this  houfe  •,  I  was  only  one  of 
thofe  who  confented  to  it :  and  particularly  as  to  the 
fum  which  was  taken  from  the  finking  fund,  upon 
the  demjfe  of  the  late  King,  and  given  to  the  civil 
lift,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fits  near  me 
agreed  to  it  as  well  as  I  did  •,  both  o:  us  did  agree 
to  it,  but  our  m.otives  for  agreeing  were  perhaps 
very  different. 

'  The  finking  fund  was  eftabliihed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  nation,  but  ftill  it  was  left 
fubjedl  to  the  difpofal  of  Parliament  ;  if  upon  any 
occafion  it  fball  appear,  that  a  part  of  it  may  be 
more  properly  applied  to  fome  other  ufe,  the  le- 
giflature  has  certainly  a  power  to  apply  it  in  that 
manner  v/hich  tliey  fhall  judge  to  be  moft  for  the 
public  good,  and  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in 
genera].  This  is  the  proper  queftion  now  under 
our  confideration  -,  we  are  now  to  determine,  v/hc- 
ther  the  fum  of  500,000  /.  fliail  be  applied  this 
year  towards  the  eale  of  the  landed  intereft,  v/here 
it  is  very  much  wanted,  where  it  is  abfolutely  ne~ 
cefiary  to  give  fome  relief,  or  if  tiie  whole  fliall  be 
*  this  year  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  pub- 

^''  lie 
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'  Jic  creditors,  who  (land  in  no  need  of  fuch  pay- 
'  ment,  who  do  not  fo  much  as  wifh  or  defire  it. 
'  This,  Sir,  is  the  plainilatcof  thequeftion  ;  and  I 
'  could  hardJy  have  expeded  that  this  would  have 
'  flood  a  debate.* 

Sir  John         Sir  John  Barnard.     *  Sir,  As  to  the  projedb  which 

jsarnard's   '  thc  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  feems  to  be 

'  afraid  of  being  robbed  of  the  glory  of,  I  believe  he 

'  may  be  very  eafy  in  that  refpect  ♦,  for  whatever  he 

*  has  met  with  in  other  cafes,  he  needs  not  be  under 

*  any  apprehenfions  as  to  that.  For  my  part.  Sir,  T 
'  am  fo  far  from  believing,  that  v/hen  it  appears  in 
'  public,  it  will  procure  either  honour  or  glory  to  the 

*  iirft  proje6lor,  whoever  he  be,  that  I  am   firmly 

*  convinced  it  will  turn  out  to  be  his  eternal  fhame 
'  and  diflionour  ;  and  that    the   more  the  projed: 

*  is  examined,  and  the  confequenees  thereof  con- 
'  fidered,  the  more  the  projedor  will  be  hated  and 

*  defpifed. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  queflion   now  before  us,  it 
—  *  affords  me  a  mofl  melancholy  confidefation.  I  own,- 

*  that  the  landed  interefl,  as  well  as  every  other  in- 

*  terefl,  flands  very  much  in  need  of  relief ;  I  allow, 

*  that  by  what  the  gentleman  now  propofes,  the 

*  landed  interefl  may  meet  with  fome  immediate 

*  eafe,  and  I  will  likewife  eafily  grant  that  it  may, 

*  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  be  agreeable  to  the 
*"  creditors  of  the  public  ;  but.  Sir,  while  I  have  the 
'  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe,  I  am  not  to 

*  confider  the  i'mmediate  eafe  of  the  landed  interefl 

*  in  particular,  nor  the  prefent  pleafure  of  the  public 
'  creditors  ;  I  am  to  confider  tlie  welfare  of  the  na- 

*  tion  in  general,  both  as  to  the  prefent,  and  as  to 
'  future  times :  and  as  I  am  convinced  that  what  is 

*  now  propofed  will,  in  the  long  run,  be  contrary  to 

*  the  interefl  of  the  nation  in  general;,  I  therefore  mufl 
*■  give  my  diffcnt. 
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'  In  all  affairs  which  come  before  this  houfe,  we 
are  to  have  a  due  regard  to  pofterity,  we  are  in 
honour  and  duty  bound  to  confider  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  prefent ;  and  the 
queftion  now  before  us  is,  whether  we  fhall  give  a 
prefent  eafe  to  the  landed  interefl  of  one  fhihing  in 
the  pound  land  tax,  by  unjuftiy  loading  our  polte- 
rity  with  the  payment  of  500,000/.  and  the  inte- 
refl thereof  from  this  prefent  year  ?  Or  whether  we 
fliall  continue  to  pay  the  one  fhilling  in  the  pound 
land  tax,  and  thereby  free  the  nation  of  a  debt  of 
500,000  /.  and  ourfelves  and  our  poilerity  of  a  new 
debt  of  20,000  /.  which  mufl  be  yearly  incurred 
by  this  nation,  for  the  payment  of  the  intereil  upon 
that  debt,  till  the  principal  fum  be  fatisHed  and 
paid.  This,  Sir,  is  the  queflion  before  us,  and 
every  m.an  who  has  a  regard  to  posterity,  or  to  the 
future  happinefs  of  his  native  country,  mufl  eafily 
determine  what  fide  he  is  to  take:  This  is  the  light 
it  ought  to  be  confidered  in  ;  and  whoever  confi- 
ders  It  in  this  light,  mufl  conclude,  that  what  is 
propofed  is  a  robbing  of  our  poflerity  of  500^000  /• 
and  the  growing  interefl  thereof,,  for  the  fake  of  a 
trifling  prefenc  eafe  to  ourfelves.  If  the  landed  in- 
terefc,  or  any  interefl,  could  be  relieved  by  •edu- 
cing tiie  public  expence,  it  would  redound  to  the 
glory  of  him  who  had  the  honour  of  being  the  au- 
thor thereof  j  but  to  eafe  ourfelves  by  loading.  ..ir 
poflerity,  is  a  poor  temporary  expedient,  of  fhort- 
fighted  or  felf-interefled  politicians,  and  tliQ  author 
of  fr.ch  an  expedient  mull  expedl  the  curfes  of  po- 
fterity,  and  can  never  expedl  prefent  thanks  from: 
anv,  but  fuch  as  are  as  ihort-fig;hted  or  as  felf-inte- 
relied  as  himfelf 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  fhall  not  novvr  be  taxed  v/ith  af- 
fefting  popularity,  or  with  fpeaking  provincially, 
or  as  a  member  for  the  city  of  London^  as  I  have 
often  been  upon  other  occafions :  for  as  to  the  pre- 
icnt  queilion,  I  confider  it  intirely  in  a  national 

'  view„ 
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*  view.  As  a  member  of  this  houfe,  I  lliall  always 
'  look  upon  myfelf  as  one  of  theureprefentatives  of 
«  the  people  of  Great-Britain.,  and  I  hope  eveiy 

*  gentleman  who  has  the  honour  of  being  a  member 

*  of  this  houfe,  will  always  do  the  fame.  I  hope  it 
^  will  never  be  in  the  power  of  any  man,  to  make 

*  the  landed  intereft  range  themfelves  in  oppofition 

*  to  the  trading  intereft  of  this  nation  ^  but  if  ever 

*  fuch  a  wicked   delign  fhould   take  effecl,  if  tho. 

*  members  of  this  houfe  fhould  ever  be  brought  to 
^  talk  and  to  vote  provincially^  or  as  members  for 

*  cities  or  boroughs,  or  members  for  counties ;  if 
'  the  former  were  to  join  together  againft  the  latter^ 

*  it  is  eafy  to  determine  on  which  fide  the  majority 

*  would  be.     The  honourable  gentleman  who  made 

*  the  motion,  now  feems  to  aim  at  the  affedtation  of 
'  popularity  among  the  landed  gentlemen  of  this 
'  kingdom  ;  this  I  am  really  furprifed  at,,  confider- 

*  ing  how  often  he  has  taxed  me  and  other  gentlemen 

*  in  this  houfe,  with  the  affedlation  of  popularity  as 
'  a  moft  heinous  crime. 

'  The  creditors  of  the  public  are,  Sir,  perhaps  at 

*  prefent  unwilling  to  be  paid  off,  becaufe  they  have 
'  a  greater  intereft  for  their  money  from  the  public 
'  than  they  can  have  any  where  t\k  ;  this  is  one  rea- 

*  fon,  but  not  the  principal  reafon  for  it ;  for  the 
'  chief  reafon  is,  the  method  and  manner  of  paying 

*  them  :  if  a  confiderable  part  of  the  debts  w^re  to 

*  be  paid  at  once,  and  a  reafonable  notice  given  to 

*  them  of  fuch  payments  being  to  be  made,  they 
'  could  then  make  fuch  an  arrangement  of  their  af- 
'  fairs,  as  to  difpofe  of  their  money  to  as  good  an  ad- 

*  vantage  for  themfelves,  and  much  more  to  the  ad- 

*  vantage  of  the  trade  of  this  nation ;  but  in  l\\t  pre- 
'  fent  method  of  paying  them,  the  payments  are  {(y 
'  fmall,  and  the  warning  fo  ftiort,  that  many  of  them 

*  do  not  well  know  how  to  difpofe  of  the  fmall  fums 
'  they  receive,  and  therefore  they  are  unwilling  to 
'  receive  any  in  that  manner :  However,  let  their 

'  in- 
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"■  inclinations  be  how  they  pleafe,  it  is  certainly  the 
'  interell  of  the  nation  to  have  them  all  paid  off;  the 
'  fooner  it  is  done,  the  happier  it  will  be  for  the  na- 

*  tion  *,  and  therefore  no  part  of  v/hat  is  appropriated 
'  to  their  p«yment,  ought  to  be  converted  to  any  o- 
'  ther  life :  Their  unwillingnefs  to  receive  payment, 

*  is  fo  far  from  being  an  argument  againft  paying 
'  them,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  fnews  that  they 
'  have  a  better  bargain  from  the  pubhc  than  they 
'  can,  in  the  lame  way,  have  from   any  other  per- 

*  fon  •,  aod  therefore  if  it  were  polTibie  to  borrow 

*  money  at  a  lower  interefl:,  if  it  were   polTible  to 

*  add  to  the  linking  fund,  the  public  ought  cer- 
'  tainly  to  do  it,  in  order  to  pay  oft  thofe  who  are 
'  now  creditors  of  the  public  at  fo  high  a  yearly  in- 
'  tereft. 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  it  will  be. thought  that  I  am  iincere 
'  in  what  I  fay,  lince  I  am,  in  every  refpecl,  talk- 
^  ing  againft  my  ov/n  private  intereil :  I  have  a  part 

*  of  my  eftate  in  land,  otherwife  I  could  not  have  a 
'  feat  in  this  houfe  ;  and  as  a  land-holder  I  ought,  if 
'  I  considered  my  own  private  intereft,  to  be  for  th^ 
'  reducing  of  the  land  tax  :  I  have  another  part  of 
'  my  eftate  in  the  public  funds  •,  and  confequently  I 
^  ought  to  be  as  fond  as  other  men  of  not  being  paid 
'  off",  and  of  having  as  high  an  intereft  as  I  can  pof- 
'  iibly  get  firom  the  public :  and  the  remaining  part 
'  of  my  eftate  I  have  in  trade,  as  to  which  alfo  I 
'  fpeak  againft  niy  own  intereft  ;  for,  as  a  trader,  I 
'  ought  to  be  againft  the  paying  off"  of  the  public 

'  funds,  becaufe  the  intereft  of  money  will  be  there- 
'  by  reduced.  And  though  it  may  feem  a  paradox, 
'  yet  it  is  certain,  that  the  higher  the  intereft  of  mo- 
'  ney  is  in  any  country,  the  greater  profit  the  private 
'  trader  will  always  make  :  In  a  country  where  the 
'  intereft  of  money  is  high,  the  traders  will  be  but 
'  few,  the  general  ftock  in  trade  will  ht  but  fmall, 
'  but  every  man  who  is  a  trader  muft  make  a  great 
'  profit  of  what  money  he  has  in  trade.' 

Vol.  X,  Bb  Jofeph 
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W''-,^''"'        Jofeph  Danvers  ^{c[y  one  of  the   reprefentatives 

<yw  9  pcec  ^^^  ^^^^  borough  o^Bramber  in  ^'/^^c'.v.     '  Sir,  I  am  fo 

'  far  from  feeing  any  inconvenience  in  what  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentleman  has  propofed,  that  confidering 
'  how  httle  occafion  there  is  at  prefent  for  paying 

*  off  any  of  the  public  debts,  I  am  furprifed  at  his 

*  modcfty  in  afking  fo  little  from  the  linking  fund  ; 
^  for  if  he  had  afked  the  whole,  it  would  have  been 

*  reafonable  for  us  to  have  given  it  him,  fince  it  is 

*  for  the  fupport  of  a  government  under  which  we 

*  enjoy  fo  many  blelTings,  more  particularly  that  of 
'  the  free  excrcife  of  our  holy  religion.  The  landed 
'  gendemen.  Sir,  bore  the  greatefl  fhare  of  the 
'  late  war ;  by  that  long  and  expenfive  war  they 
'  have  been  loaded  with  many  heavy  taxes  ;  by  that 
'  war  were  all  thofe  funds  created,  out  of  which  the 
'  plumb  men  of  the  city  Londoyi  have  made  mod 
'  of  their  eftates,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  deck 
*-  their  wives  in  velvets  and  rich  brocades,  while 
^  poor  country  gentlemen  are  hardly  able  to  afford 
'  their  wives  a  gown  of  lindfey  woolfey.  The 
'  landed  intereft  have  long  laboured  under  the  great- 
•-  eft:  dillrcfs,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  embrace 
'  every  opportunity  of  giving  them  fome  relief 


ipcech. 


ivmiam      Sir  IVilliani  Wyndham.     '-  Sir,  Though  I  have 

^ryndham'^  '  thc  honout  to  fit  in  this  houfe  as  a  knight  of  a 

'  fhire,  yet  I  look  on  myfelf  as  one  of  tht  reprefen- 

'  tadves  of  the  whole  body  of  tlie  people  oi  England y 

*  and  therefore  I  fhall  never  endeavour  to  find  out 

*  a  difliindion  between  tht   interefl  of  the  landed 

*  -gendemen,  and  that  of  the  nation  in  general ; 
'  fuch  endeavours  I  know  to  be  vain,  and  whoever 
'  does  endeavour  it,  will  foon  find  himfelf  difap- 
*^  pointed  in  his  defign.  I  know  that  fince  laft  feflion 
*-  of  Parliament  it  has  been  mofb  induilrioufiy  given 
'  about  in  the  county  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
'  reprefent  •,  "  O  gentlemen  !  The  knight  of  your 

^'  fhire 
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'  fhire  was  againfl  eafing  you  of  one  iliilling  in  the 
'  pound  land  tax."     Whether  this  was  done  with  a 
defign  to  do  me  fervice  or  diflTervice,  I   fhaJI  not 
determine  ;  but  if  it  was  done  with  defign  to  do 
me  a  differvice,  I  fliall  leave  thole  who  did  it  to 
brag  of  their  fuccefs.     For  my  own  part,  I  am  fo 
confcious  that  my  behaviour  in  that  affair  laft   fef- 
fion  of  Parliament  was  right,  that  were  I  to  plead 
merit  with  my  conftituents,  upon  any  one  vote  I 
ever  gave  in  this  houfe,  it  would  be  upon  my  way 
of  voting  in   that    very  affair  ;  for  I  fliall  always 
be  againfl  facrificing  the  public  happinefs  of  the 
nation,  or  the  fecunty  of  our  conflitution,  to  any 
fuch  mean  and  fordid  view,  as  that  of  a  little  pre- 
lent  eafe  in  the  land  tax  ;  and  I  hope  every  landed 
gendeman,  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  reprefent, 
is  now  and  always  will  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 
'  The  finking  fund,  Sir,  is  a  fund  I  have  always 
had  the  greateil  veneration  for  ;  I  look  on  it,  Sir, 
as  a  facred  fund  appropriated  to  the  relieving  the 
nation   from  that  load  of  debts  and  taxes  it  now 
groans  under  :   I  take  it,  Sir,  to  be  fo  abfolutely 
appropriated  to  that  ufe,  that  if  upon  any  preffing 
and  unlooked-for  emergency,  we  fliould  be  necef- 
farily  obliged  to  borrow  a  little  from   it,  the  fame 
with  intereil  ought  to  be  repaid  by  fome  tax  to  be 
raifed  within    the  year.     I  have  indeed  been  al- 
ways afraid  that  fome  enterprifiiig  minifter  might 
be  tempted  to  feize  upon  it,  or  lome  part  of  it, 
in  time  of  war ;  but  I  little  dream.t  of  feeing  any 
attempts  made  upon  it  in  a  time  of  the  moil  pro- 
found tranquillity.     It  is  to  me  a  melancholy  con- 
fideration  to  think  of  the  prefent  vail  load  of  na- 
tional debt ;  a  debt  of  no  lefs    than  45  millions 
ilerling  and  upwards,  and  that  all  con  traded  Rnce 
the  revolution  !  I'his  mud  be  a  melancholy  confi- 
deration  to  every  gentleman  that  has  any  concern 
for  his  country's  happinefs  -,  but  if  the  motion  ncv^ 
made  to  us  fhall  be  agreed  to,  how  difmal  will 
Bb  2.  '  thh 
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'  this  confideration  be  rendered,  when  we  refleft 
*•  upon  the  Httle  appearance  that  there  will  then  be 

*  of  this  debt's  being  ever  paid  ?  Is  the  public  ex- 
'  pence  never  to  be  lefTened  ?  Are  the  people  of 
'   England  always  to  pay  the  fame  heavy  and  grie- 

'  vous  taxes  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  there  is  ever  a  time  to 
'  be  looked  for,  of  eafing  the  people  of  this  nation, 
'  the  prefent  is  the  time  for  doing  it.  But  when  I 
*-  refled:  upon  what  was  done  lail  feflion  of  Parlia- 

*  ment,  I  am  really  afraid  of  propofing  any  relief 
^  for  the  poor  manufadiurers  and  labourers  of  this 
'  nation  \  I  do  not  think  v/e  can  truft  ourfelves :  The 

*  fait  duty  was  taken  off  by  this  houfe,  as  the  tax 
'  the  moil  grievous  to  the  labourer  and  the  poor  of 
'  this  nation,  and  the  finking  fund  was  thereby  di- 
'  miniflied ;  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  we  did   con- 

*  fent  to  this  incroachment  on  that  facred  fund  :  but 
^  that  very  tax  was  again  laid  on,  becaufe  fome  gen- 
'  tlemen  pretend  to  have  found  out,  that  the  landed 
^  gentlemen  of  England  were  poorer  than  the  poor. 
'  At  this  rate,  the  whole  of  the  finking  fund  may 
'  by  degrees  be  exhaufted,  and  the  poor  of  the  na- 

*  tion  not  relieved  from  any  one  tax  they  now  groan 
'  under. 

'  Lad  year,  Sir,  the  fait  duty  was  laid  on  for  three 
'  years  in  lieu  of  one  fliilling  in  the  pound  land  tax 
'  for  one  year,  and  this  was  pretended  to  be  a  relief 
'  to  the  landed  intereft  ;  but  it  was  then  evidently 
'  made  appear,  that  it  was  no  relief  even  to  any 
'  landed  gentleman  in  England^  unlefs  he  was  a  man  of 

*  a  plentiful  land  eflate.  And  it  was  then  alfo  made 
'  appear,  that  the  people  of  the  nation  were  to  pay 

*  above  a  million  for  the  500,000  /.  then  faved  in 

*  the  pockets  of  the  landed  gentlemen.     And  now 

*  this  year,  the  fum  of  500,000  /.  is  to  be  taken 

*  from  the  finking  fund  in  lieu  of  one  fhilling  in 

*  the  pound  land  tax  ;  this  is  likewife  pretended  to 

*  be  a  relief,  but  upon  a  ilridt  examination  it  will 

*  be  found  to  be  much  fuch  another  relief  as  that  of 

*  lafl 
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^  Jaft  year.  We  are  to  fave  this  year  in  the  pockets 
'  of  the  landed  gentlemen  500,000/.  but  this  fum 

*  muft  hereafter  be  paid  by  the  nation  fome  time  or 
'  other  :  If  it  be  paid  next  year,  we  then  pay 
'  520, 000  /.for  it  •,  if  not  till  two  years  hence,  we  pay 
'  upwards  of  540,000 /.and  if  it  is  not  paid  till  fifteen 

*  or  fixteen  years  hence,  by  computing  intereft  upon 

*  intereft,  which  in  fuch  cafes  muft  always  be  done, 
'  the  nation  muft  then  pay  above  a  million  for  the 
'  500,000  /.  eafe  now  pretended  to  be  given  to  the 

*  landed  gendemen.  This  is,  Sir,  the  leaft  fum  that 
'  it  will  coft  the  nadon  :  but  if  to  this  we  add  what 

*  might  be  faved  by  the  abolilhing  of  fome  of  thofe 

*  taxes  which  now  lie  heavy  upon  trade,  and  which 
'  coft  the  nation  more  in  levying  than  the  neat  pro- 

*  duce  ever  amounts  to  ;  then  it  will  appear,  t;hat 
'  the  nation  muft  be  infinitely  a  greater  lofer  by  this 
'  eafe  now  pretended  to  be  given  to  the  landed  in- 
'  tereft ,  Let  any  landed  gentleman  confider  this, 
'  and  at  the  fame  time  let  him  confider  that  the 
'  lands  of  Great-Britain  ftand  ultimately  obliged  to 

*  pay  all  the  debts  we  owe,  in  cafe  our  prefent  funds 

*  fhould  fail,  which  they  may  probably  do  by  the 

*  decay  of  our  trade,  if  it  continues'  long  under  the 

*  difficulties  it  at  prefent   labours  under  -,  let   any 

*  landed  gendeman,  I  fay.  Sir,  confider  this,  and 

*  then  let  him  determine  whether  he  and  his  pofte- 
'  rity  owe  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  now  pre- 
'  tend  to  be  fo  great  friends  to  the  landed  inte- 
'  reft. 

*"  What  can  thofe  gendemen  fay.  Sir,  who  are 
'  thus  for  loading  pofterity .?  Can  they  imagine  that 
'  there  will  ever  be  a  time  of  more  profound   tran- 

*  quillity  ?  Can  they  imagine  that  there  will  ever  be 
'  a  lefs  occafion  for  public  expence  ?  Or  can  they 
'  imagine  that  our  pofterity  will  be  in  much  better 
'  circumftances  than  we  are .?  I  am  fure  if  we  pro- 
'  pofe  the  laft,  we  muft  fhew  fome  more  regard 
'  to  the  trade  of  the  nation  than  has  been  fhewn  for 

Bb  3  '  fome 
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'  fometimepafled  ;  we  muft  think  of  relieving  the 

*  poor  tradefmen  and  manufa6l'Jrers  from  the  many 

*  and  various  kinds  of  taxes  they  nov/  groan  under  •, 
'  and  we  muft  avoid  all  occafions  of  loading  th^ 
'  public  with  the  payment  of  intereft,  by  providing 
'  v/ithin  the  year  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  : 

*  To  this,  the  motion  now  made  is  direftly  con- 
'  trary  ;  for  the  not  paying  off  of  an  old  debt  is  the 

*  fame  with  contracting   a    new,  and  fubjeCls    the 

*  nation  to  the  fame  expence  with  refpe6t  to  the 
'  payment  of  intereft.  But  I  fhall  not  trouble  gen- 
'  tlemen  any  farther  upon  this  fubjed  at  prcfent,  be- 
'  caufe  I  hope  we  fhall  have  another  day  to  confider 
'  of  this  queftion ;  and  therefore  I  ftiall  now  con- 
'  elude  with  the  feconding  of  the  motion  for  the 
'  chairman's  leaving  the  chair.' 

Ur-Peiham's  Hcury  Pelbam  Efq;  '  Sir,  as  other  gentlemen 
jpcech.  c  i^^yg  j-|^£J|-  melancholy  confiderations,  fo  I  have 
'  mine ;  the  molt  melancholy  confideration  I  have 
'  is,  that  notwithftanding  our  having  a  government 
'  under  which  we  enjoy  our  laws,  our  liberties,  and 
'  our  religion,  to  the  utmoft  extent,  yet  it  is  abfo- 
'  lutely  necellary  to  put  the  nation  to  a  very  great 
'  annual  charge,  in  order  to  fupport  that  govern- 
'  ment  againft  the  foreign  enemies  both  of  our  con- 
'  ft;tution  and  religion,  fupported  and  encouraged 
'  by  our  fiClions  and  divifions  at  home  :  This  is  the 
'  reafon  that  we  cannot  by  a  faving  in  the  public 
'  charge  give  that  eafe  to  the  landed  intereft,  which 
'  is  become  abiblutely  neceftary  to  be  given  ;  and 
'  fince  we  cannot  with  any  flifety  to  the  conftitu- 
•^  tion,  or  to  the  prefent  happy  eftabliihment,  give 
'  that  eafe  by  a  faving  in  the  public  annual  expence, 
'  we  muft  therefore  refolve  to  give  it  in  that  manner 
^  which  will  be  leaft  burdenfome  to  the  people,  and 
^  that  I  take  to  be  the  method  which  is  now  pro- 
^  poicd  to  uSt 

«  Gen- 
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'  GentJemen,  may,  Sir,  talk  as  they  pleafe  of  what 
'  was  done  in  laft  fefilon  of  Parliament,  but  I  can 
'  fay,  that  in  all  places  where  I  have  fince  been,  I 
'  have  had  the  pleafure  of  having  the  univerfal  thanks 
*-  of  the  people  for  the  eafe  then  given  to  the  landed 

*  interelt :  Whatever  glofs  may  now  be  put  upon 
'  that  affair,  yet  I  know  that  fpme  gentlemen  who 
'  appeared  againfl  it,  were  heard  to  fay  at  the 
'  time,  that  that  affair  was  firfi::mentioned,  "  This 
"  is  a  mofl  damr.able  projecl  !  It  will  pleafe  the 
*'  country  too  much,  and  therefore  we  mull  endea- 
"  vour  to  render  it  abortive."  I  will  indeed  do  the 
*•  gentlemen  the  jufbice  to  believe  that  they  then 
'  fpoke  as  they  thought ;  and  they  then  did  what 

*  they  could  to  prevent  t\\^  fuccefs  of  a  defign,  by 
'  which  his  Majeity's  adminiftration  has  gained  the 
'  favour  and  the  elleem  of  the  generality  of  the 
'  landholders  in  Emland. 

'  I  have.  Sir,  as  great  a  regard  for  pofterlty,  and 

*  for  the  future  happinefs  of  the  nation,  as  any  gen- 
'  tleman  in  this  houfe  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  never  be 
'  againfl  any  thing  that  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for 

*  conveying  to  pofterity  the  many  bleiTings  we  now 
'  enjoyundertheprefent  happy  eflablifbment.  What 
'  is  now  propofed,  is  not  a  throwing  of  any  new 
'  load  upon  pofterity  ;  it  is  only  a  dilpofing  of  that 

*  money,  which  always  has,  and  ftill  is  at  the  dil- 
'  pofal  of  Parliament :  We  have  a  right  to  difpofe 
'  of  it  in  that  manner  which  we  think  moft  con- 
'  ducive  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  nation,  and 
*-  what  is  now  propofed,  is  only  an  exercifing  of  that 

*  right,  and  thereby  granting  an  eafe  to  the  moft 
^  opprefTed  part  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  at  a  time 
'  when  there  is  no  prefling  demand  for  applying 
'  the  money  either  to  that  ufe  for  which  it  was  at  firft 
'  intended,  or  to  any  other  ufe  whatever.     This  is 

*  a  queftion  that  in  my  opinion  requires  no  time  to 
'  confider  of;  it  is  granted  by  every  gentleman  who 

*ha3  f  poke  in  this  debate,  that  the  creditors  of  the 

Bb  4  *  public 


2y6  Parliamentary       A.  1733, 

"^  public  do  not  defire  to  have  their  money,  and  it 

'  is  hkewife  granted  that    the  landed  intereft  {lands 

*  in  great  need  of  rehef ;  it  cannot  dierefore  be 

*  doubted,  but  that  the  Padiament  may  and  ought 
'  to  apply,  at  lead  a  part  of  that,  which  is  not  fo 

*  much  as  vvilhed  for  by  the  public  creditors,  to  the 

*  relief  of  thofe  who  are  now   in   fo  great  diftrefs, 

*  efpecially  fince  no  relief  can  be  given  to  them  by 

*  any  other  means :  for  which  reafon.  Sir,  I  Ihall  be 
'  for  agreeing  with  the  motion  made  by  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentlem.an  by  me.' 

Ur.iFaiier's     Mr.  JValkr.    '  Sir,  it  is  known  I  believe  by  every 

fpeecn.       ^  gentleman  in  the  houfe,  that  Scotland  pays  little  or 

'  no  part  of  what  is  raifed  for  the  ufe  of  the  fmking 

'  fund  ',  and  for  the  fmall  part  they  do,  or  ought  to 

*  contribute  tov/ards  that  fund,  they  have  already 
'  received  an  equivalent :  fo  that  by  what  is  now 
^  propofed  to  us,  that  part  of  the  nation  is  not  to 
'  contribute  a  fliilling  towards  this  500,000/.  which 
'  is  to  be  apphed  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year. 
\  Now,  Sir,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  by  what  ar~ 
'  tide  of  the  Union,  they  are  to  be  free  from  paying 

*  any  part  offolai-ge  afum  for  the  current  fervice 
^  of  the  year.  I  find,  by  fome  accounts  called  for, 
'  and  now  lying  on  our  table,  that  there  has  been- 
^.  but  a  very  little  paid  by  the  people  of  that  part  of 
'  the  idand,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  government^ 
'  and  I  believe  that  the  httle  that  has  been  paid,  has 
'  generally  been  dillributed  away  among  themfelves 
'  in  penfions,  rewards,  and  gratuities.' 

Mr.T^yo/-'3  Jofeph  'Baylor  Efq;  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
fpeech.  the  borough  of  Peterfald  in  Hampjhire,  '  Sir, 
'  There  are  fome  people  in  this  nation  whofe  cafe  is 
^  fach,  that  the  more  they  owe,  the  greater  advan- 
^  tage  they  make,  and  the  richer  tiiey  grow  ;  thofe 
\  are  the  bankers  of  London^  and  of  the  other  great 
^  cities  in  this  nation  :  it  would  feem  by  the  motion 

*'  now 
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.  now  made  to  us,  that  fonie  gentlemen  Imagine 
the  cafe  of  the  nation  to  be  the  fame  ;  but  I  can- 
not be  of  their  opinion,  and  therefore  I  fliall  be 
againft  agreeing  with  that  motion.' 

Befidesthe  gentlemen  above-  mentioned,  there  were  other  fpea- 
feveral  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in  this  debate,  viz.  J^fJ^;,^"^*^' 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Lord  Tyrconnel^  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  for  Grantham  in  Lincoln/hire.^  for  the 
motion ;  and  the  honourable  Edward  Dighy  Efq; 
George  Heath  cote  Efq;  Fhilip  Gyhhon  Efq;  one  of 
the  reprefentatives  for  Rye  in  Stijjex^  Samuel  Sandys 
Efq;  and  Thomas  F aimer  Efq;  fpoke  againft  ie,  and 
for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  :  and  at  laft  the 
queftion  whether  the  fpeaker  fliould  then  leave  the 
chair,  (that  being  a  fort  of  previous  queftion  in  com- 
mittees, and  always  to  be  put,  if  moved  for,  before 
any  other)  was  put,  but  carried  on  a  divifion  in  the 
negative,  245 againft  135  ;  after  which,  the  queftion 
v/as  put  upon  the  firft  motion,  and  carried  without 
any  divifion. 

After  which  it  was  moved  for,  and  refolved  with-  second  red- 
out oppofition  as  follows,  viz,  '  That  it  is  the  o-  '"'^^°"* 
'  pinion  of  this  committee,  that  towards  raifmg  the 
'  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  fum  of  one 
*-  fhilling  in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raifed  in 
'  the  year  1733,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
'  ments,  penlions,  offices    and  perfonal  eftates,  in 

*  that  part  o{  Great-Britain  called  England.,  JValeSy 

*  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed ;  and  that  a 
'  proportionable  cefs  (according  to  the  9th  article  of 
'  the  treaty  of  Union)  be  laid  upon   that  part  of 

*  Great-Britain  called  Scotland.' 

Thefe  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  ways  and  Reported, 
means  were  reported  to  the  houfe  on  Monday  the 
26th  of  February  ;  and  tht  queftion  being  moved, 
for  agreeing  with  the  Committee  as  to  the  firft  refo- 
lution,  there  enfued  a  new  debate,  of  the  fubftance 
of  which  the  following  Is  an  abftradl,  viz, 

Samuel 


fpecch. 
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Samuel  Sandys  Efq ;  '  Sir,  Notwithflanding  the 
Jong  debate  that  was  in  the  committee  upon  this  re- 
fokition,  yet  I  cannot  now  let  it  pais  without  taking 
notice  of  the  bad  confequences  it  may  be  attended 
with.  The  perpetual  method  heretofore,  of  pro- 
viding for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  has  been 
to  grant  annual  fupplies  to  be  raifed  by  taxes  which 
were  granted  for  that  purpofe,  and  confequently 
were  granted  only  for  one  year  -,  at  the  expiration 
of  that  year,  they  were  at  an  end,  and  none  of  the 
officers  of  the  crown  ydurfb  pretend  to  levy  them 
any  longer  on  the  people :  It  would  have  been  high 
treafon  in  any  officer  to  levy  any  fuch  tax  after 
the  expiration  of  the  year  for  which  it  was  granted 
by  Parliament.  By  this  method  our  Kings  have 
always  been  under  a  neceffity  of  calling  Parlia- 
ments frequently ;  if  the  King  wanted  a  fupply, 
there  was  no  tax  fubfifting  by  law,  out  of  which 
he  could  get  it,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged  to 
call  a  Parliament  to  grant  him  a  new  fupply,  and 
to  impofe  a  new  annual  tax  for  that  purpofe.  Of 
this  nature.  Sir,  is  the  land  tax  ;  it  has  always 
been  one  of  thofe  taxes  which  were  granted  for  the 
current  fervice  of  the  year,  and  for  that  reafon  has 
never  been  granted  for  more  than  one  year  at  a 
time.  But,  Sir,  what  are  we  now  about  to  do  ? 
we  are  going  to  depart  from  this  laudable  method 
always  obfcrved  by  our  anceftors  \  we  are  going 
to  give  up  that  tax  which  we  have  always  in  our 
own  hands,  and  which  we  may  grant  or  no,  as 
we  fee  occafion  ;  and  in  the  room  diereof  we  are 
going  to  fubllitute  a  tax,  or  at  leail  a  metliod  of 
providing  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  which 
we  Iiav^e  not  in  our  power,  the  taxes  by  which 
the  finking  fund  is  raifed,  being  all  granted  for 
ever,  and  may  be  levied  on  the  people  without  any 
nev/  authority  from  Parliament.  By  this  new  me- 
thod, Sir,  we  clearly  point  out  a  method  by  which 
fome  future  ambitious  prince  may  provide  for  the 

^  current 
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'•  current  fervice  of  the  year  without  die  afTiftance  of 

«  Parliament,  from  whence  he  may  judge  that  Par- 

<  liaments  are  unneceffary,  and    will  certainly  lay 

<  them  afide  as  foon  as  he  finds  them  troublefome. 

<  By  thofe  taxes  granted  for  the  fmki.ig  fund,  which 
«  his   officers  may   levy  according  to   the  laws  in. 

*  being,  he  finds  himfelf  provided  of  a  revenue  fuf- 

*  ficient  to  fupport  his  government,   svithout  the  af- 

*  fiflance  of  Parliaments  ;  and  therefore  he  will  re- 
'  folve  to  govern  without  them,  if  they  but  once 
'  begin  to  thwart  any  of  his  meafures. 

'  I  know.  Sir,  it  will  be  told  me,  diat  it  would 

*  be  as  illegal  and  criminal  to  apply  the  revenue  of 

*  the  fmking  fund  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year 
'  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  as  it  would 
'  be  to  levy  taxes  without  any  fuch  authority  ;  but 
'  Sir,  there  is  a  very  great  difference  between  the 
'  two  cafes  ;  in  levying  a  tax  contrary  to  law,  every 

*  officer  employed  knows  that  he  a6ls  with  a  rope 

*  about  his  neck,  and  therefore  it  would  be  difficult 

*  for  the  mofl  powerful  Prince  to  get  officers  that 

*  would  be   eniployed  in  the  levym  5  fuch  taxes  •, 

*  whereas  in  levying  thofe  taxes  apprc>priated  to  the 

*  finking  fund,  every  under-officer  ad:s  according  to 
'  law,  there  is  no  man  guilty  of  any  crime  as  to  the 

*  levying  of  them  ;  there  are  none  guilty  but  a  few 

*  of  the  chief  officers  who  agree  to,  or  connive  at  the 
'  mifapplication. 

'  Another  material   difference  there  is.  Sir,  be- 

*  tween  thofe  two  cafes.     The  levying  of  any  tax 

*  contrary  to  law  gives  immediately  the  alarm  to  the 

*  whole    nation    both  poor   and   rich  ^  every  man 

*  thinks  he  is  robbed  of  his  property,  if  he  is  obli- 

*  ged  to  pay  the  mofl:  trifling  tax  without  the  autho- 

*  rity  of  Parliament;  and  as  the  whole  people  in  the 

*  nanon  would  on  fuch  an  occafion  takie   the  alarm, 

*  fo  it  would  be  eafy  to  Hop  fuch  a  prince  in  the  be- 

*  ginning  of  his  tyrannical  career,  before  he  could 

I  ^*  have 
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'  have  time  to  fix  himfelf  in  arbitrary  power.     But 

*  though  an  ambitious  prince  and  his  miniflers  iliould 

*  mifappiy  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  bycon- 
'  verting  it  ito  tliG  current  fervice  of  the  year,  the 

*  body  of  the  people  would  be   no  ways  alarmed, 

*  they  would  not  think   themfelves  any  way  hurt, 

*  becaufe  they  would  find  that  they  were  not  obliged 

*  to  pay  any  taxes  but  thofe  which  they  knew  to  be 

*  due  by  law  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  proba- 

*  bly  be  well  pleafed  with  the  new  fort  of  govern- 

*  ment,  becaufe  they  would  find  themfelves,  for  fome 
'  time  at  lead,  free  from  the  payment  of  thofe  taxes, 
'  which  had  formerly  been  annually  raifed  by  Par- 
'  liament :  and  thus  before  the  body  of  the  people 
'  could  be  made  fenfible  of  the  tyranny  they  were 

*  under,  the:  arbitrary  power  of  the  prince  would  be 

*  eftablifhed,  and  the  fetters  of  flavery  riveted  upon 

*  the  people.     I  cannot,  Sir,  but  dread  the  confe- 

*  quences  of  the  refolution  now  before  us,  and  there- 
'  fore  I  cou.!d  not  let  flip  this  opportunity  of  again 
'  declaring rny  difient  to  it.* 

Mr.  Ship.  JVillia-m  Shippen  Efq;  (as  foon  as  this  gentlemian 
fen\  fpcech.  ^^^^  ^^^^  y^^  BanvBTs  moved  for  clearing  the  galle- 
ries of  all  fuch  as  were  not  members,  wliich  being 
done  accordingly,  then  Mr.  Shippen  went  on  in  fub- 
ftance  as  follows.)  '  Sir,  There  was  no  occafion  for 
'  fo  great  and  fo  iblemn  a  preparation  for  what  I 
'  have  to  fay  ;  but  as  I  did  not  take  the  liberty  to 
*-  give  you  any  trouble  on  Friday  lafb  in  the  com- 
'  mittee,  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words 
'  to  the  qucfl:ion  before  us.  I  have,  Sir,  in  many 
'  former  debates  in  this  houfe,  heard  Parliamentary 

*  faith  often  mentioned,  and  much  infifled  on.  Par- 
'  ticularly  I  remember,  that  lafl:  fefiion  of  Parlia- 

*  ment  when  it  y^as  propofed   that  Scotland  fliould 

*  payequallywith£;?^/^Wtowards  a  duty  which  was 
'  then  raifed,  or  rather  revived,  and  applied  to  the 

'  current 
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current  fervice  of  the  year,  a  certtin  honourable 
gentleman  told  us,  and  infifled  muc;h  upon  it,  that 
it  was  a  breach  of  Parliamentary  faith  :  I  wonder. 
Sir,  to  fee  that  gentleman  who  was,lafl  year,  fo  nice 
an  obferver  of  Parliamentary  faith,  now  fo  forward 
for  committing  what  I  take  to  be  a  real  breach  of 
Parliamentary  faith. 

'  I  remember.  Sir,  the  time  when  the  law  which 
we  are  now  going  to  break  through,  was  brought 
into  this  houfe  •,  I  remember.  Sir,  that  the  gentle- 
man w^ho  brought  it  in,  introduced  it  with  the 
greatefl  folemnity  into  this  houfe :  He  told  us, 
that  it  was  to  be  looked  on  as  a  fundamental  law 
of  the  realm,  and  that  ther(;fore  it  was  to  be  al- 
ways had  in  the  greateft  reverence  and  efteem  ; 
that  no  attempt  was  ever  to  be  made  for  incroach- 
ing  upon  or  altering  it  -,  that  it  was  a  law  which 
was  always  to  be  deemed  facred  ;  and  that  the  fur- 
plufTes  or  excefles  of  the  funds  thereby  eftablilhed, 
were  always  to  be  religioufly  preferved,  and  appro- 
priated to  the  paying  off  the  debts  of  the  nation  : 
He  then  faid  that  it  was  upon  the  ftridl  and  reli- 
gious obfervance  of  this  law,  that  the  credit  and 
the  future  happinefs  and  glory  of  this  nation  in- 
tirely  depended  ;  and  in  purfuance  of  what  he  faid,  . 
Sir,  the  words  of  the  law  were  made  very  plain 
andexprefs,  that  all  tlie  excirifes  and  furpluifes  there 
mentioned  fhould  be  appropriated  to  the  difcharg- 
ing  the  principal  and  intereftof  fuch  national  debts 
as  were  incurred  before  the  2  5th  of  Decemb.  1 7 1 6, 
and  were  declared  to  be  national  debts,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament,  in  fuch  manner  as 
fhould  be  dire6f  ed  by  any  future  a6l,  a7id  to  and  for 
no  other  ufe  whatever, 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  words  of  that  law,  and  by 
thefe  words  it  is  plain  that  the  finking  fund  is  not 
abfolutely  at  the  difpofal  of  Parliament ;  the  Par- 
liament may  dire6l  what  debts  are  to  be  paid  off, 
but  the  Parliament  cannot  dired  thofe  furplulles 

*  and 
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'  and  excefles  to  another  ufe  befides  that  of  paying 

*■  the  national  debts  before  the  year  1716,  without 

'  repealing  thacJaw  ;  and  as  all  the  public  creditors 

'  have  as  much,  a  right  to  have  their  principal  paid 

'  as  their  intereft,  we  certainly  cannot  divert  that 

'  fund  which  is  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  their 

'  principal  without  their  confent,  no  more  than  we 

'  can  divert  thole  funds  which  are  appropriated  to- 

'  wards  the  payment  of  their  intereft  ;  it  is  a  breach 

'  of  Parliamentary  faith  in  the  one  cafe  as  well  as  in 

*  the  other.  It  is  to  be  prefumed.  Sir,  that  it  was 
'  upon  the  faith  of  tliis  law,  that  fo  many  became 
'  foon  afterwards  purchafers  of  our  pubHc  funds,  by 

*  which  we  have  fmce  been  enabled  to  reduce  the  in- 

*  tereft  payable  upon  them,  and  have  thereby  confi- 
'  derably  increafed  the  fame  finking  fund  ;  and  can 
'  it  be  laid,  that  Parliamentary  faith  is  obferved  to- 
'  wards  thofe  purchafers,  if  without  their  confent 
'  that  law  be  broke  through,  which  was  the  greatefl, 
^  perhaps  the  only  temptation  for  them  to  purchafe  ? 

^  I  am  really  furprifed  to  hear  gentlemen  argue  as 
^  they  do  upon  the  prefent  fubje^t  j  but,  Sir,  I  re- 
'  membo"  that  the  author  of,  or  at  leafl;  he  who 

*  brought  in  that  law,  was  a  country  gendeman,  and 
^  therefore  1  do  not  at  all  wonder  to  lee  a  minifter  of 

*  ftate  endeavour  to  tear  down  any  monument  that 
■     *■  was  ereded  by  a  country  gentleman  ;  but  I  would 

<  have  gentlemen  reflect,   that  he  that  pulls  down  a 

'  monument  of  glory,  erects  thereby  to  liimfelf  a  mo- 

'  nument  of  infamy.     For  my  part,  I  have  always 

*  been  a  country  gentleman  in  this  houfe  :  I  am  a- 
"-  fraid,  afraid  I  ought  not  to  fay,  for  I  defire  to  con- 
'  tinue  ahvays  to  be  a  countiy  gendeman  ;  and  there- 
*-  fore  I  am  for  preferving  intire  and  inviolatcd  this 
'  monument  of  glory  which  was  ercded  by  an  honeil 

*  country  gendeman  -,  and  for  this  reafon.  Sir,  I  can- 

*  not  agree  with  the  committee  in  the  refolution  now 
^  before  us.' 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Tonge.  '  Sir,  as  we  had  the  fentimentsS^r^^/y//„« 
'  of  moft  gentlemen  on  the  fubjed  now  before  us,  laftfpelfh,* 

*  Friday   in  the  committee,  I  was  in  hopes  that  the 

*  refokition  would  now  have  been  agreed  to  without 

*  any  farther  debate ;  but  I  find  it  is  otherwife.  An 
'  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  pretends  to  be 
'  in  great  fear,  and  to  dread  dangerous  confequences 
'  from  this  refolution  ;  but  how  that  gentleman  or 
'  any  gentleman  can  be  at  prefent  under  any  fuch 
*■  apprehenfion,  I  cannot  comprehend.  There  cannot 
*•  be  the  lead  reafon,  or  fo  much  as  any  colour  of  rea- 
*•  fon,  for  fuch,  as  long  as  the  prefent  royal  family 
'  pofTefTes  the  throne  of  thtk  kingdoms  j  it  can  never 
'  be  fufpeded  that  his  prefent  Majefty,  or  any  of  his 
'  illuftrious  family,  will  ever  think  Parliaments  ufe- 

*  lefs,  or  make  any  attempt  for  laying  thc^n  afide  ; 

*  fuch  a  thing  might  indeed  very  probably  happen, 
'  if  by  a  revolution,  a  revolution  I  fay.  Sir,  for  I  ihall 
'  never  give  it  the  name  of  a  refloration,  the  Pre- 
^  tender  to  his  Majefty's  crown,  or  any  of  his  de- 
'  fcendants,  fhould  get  the  poiTcfTion  of  the  throne  , 
'  the  creditors  of  the  public  might  then  indeed  de- 

*  fpair  of  ever  having  either  their  principal  or  their 

*  intereft  ;  they  would  then  be  told  that  none  of  the 
'  pubhc  debts  ought  to  be  paid,  becaufe  they  were 
'  all  contradted  without  any  legal  authority,  and  for 

*  keeping  the  rightful  heir  from  the  crown  :  Parlia- 

*  mentary  faith  would  then  indeed  be  laughed  at, 

*  and  thofe  taxes,  which  are  now  appropriated  and 

*  faithfully  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
'  creditors,  would  then  be  all  at  once  converted  to 
*-  the  fupport  of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power. 

'  This,  Sir,  would  certainly  be  the  fatal  confe- 

*  quences  of  fuch  an  unhappy  revolution  •,  but  how 

*  invidious  is  it.  Sir,  fo  much  as  to  fufped:  any  fuch 
'  defign  in  his  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  family  who 
'  (hall  fucceed  to  the  crown  ?   Their  title.  Sir,  their 

*  right  to  the  crown  flows  from  the  authority  of  Par- 

*  liament. 
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Jiament,  and  intirely  depends  upon  the  prefervation 
of  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  ;  how  then  can  it 
be  luppoled,  that  they  will  deitroy  Parliaments, 
fince  by  the  deftrudion  of  them  they  would  cer- 
tainly deftroy  themfelves  ?  But  I  find,  Sir,  thofe 
groundlefs  jealoufies  and  fears  are  pretended  not 
only  in  this  houfe,  but  they  are  induflriouily  fpread 
through  all  parts  of  the  nation  ;  for  I  had  my  felf 
a  letter  lately  from  the  corporation  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  reprefent,  defiring  me  not  to  confent  to 
any  extenfion  of  theexcife  laws,  becaufe  our  Parlia- 
ments would  thereby  be  rendered  ufdefs :  This 
letter  came  to  me  by  the  pod,  but  by  whom  it 
was  wrote,  I  do  not  know  ;  however,  from  thence 
I  conclude  that  it  has  been  reprefented  to  the  peo- 
ple in  that  country,  that  if  a  certain  fcheme  now 
upon  the  anvil  fhould  fucceed.  Parliaments  would 
be  rendered  quite  ufelefs,  and  would  be  laid  afide. 
The  vulgar  and  the  ignorant  country-people  may. 
Sir,  be  poilefTed  with  fuch  fears  ^  fuch  pretences 
may  be  made  ufe  of  among  them  :  but  I  little  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  any  fuch  arguments  made  ufe 
of  in  this  houfe. 

'  I  am  indeed  furprifed  to  hear  it  fo  much  as  infi- 
nuated  that  the  prefent  refolution  is  any  breach  of 
Parliamentary  faith,  or  that  the  public  creditors 
have  a  right  to  demand  that  no  part  of  the  finking 
fund  be  applied  to  any  thing  but  to  their  pay- 
ment. The  cafe  of  the  finking  fund  is  very  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  taxes  which  are  appropriated  to- 
wards the  payment  of  their  interefl :  It  was  upon 
the  faith  of  this  lad  appropriation,  that  they  lent 
their  money ;  and  therefore  they  cannot  be  diverted 
to  any  other  ufe  without  their  confent.  But  the 
finking  fund  was  eflablifhed  long  after,  there  was 
no  money  lent  to  the  public  by  any  man  upon  the 
faith  of  that  fund ;  and  therefore  it  is  intirely  at  the 
difpofal  of  Parliament ;  thelegiflature  may  convert ' 
it  to  any  ufe  they  pleale  without  the  confent  of  any 
I  *  man* 
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'  man,  or  of  any  body  of  men  •,  as  to  the  difpofal 
'  thereof  we  are  under  no  refliraint  but  that  of  the 
'  pubhc  good  ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  that  what  is 
'  propofed  by  this  refokition  is  the  bed  thing  we  can 

•  do  for  the  pubhc  good,  therefore  I  fhall  be  for  a- 
'  greeing  with  our  committee.* 

William  Pulteney  Efq;  '  Sir,  the  fears  which  my  "^r.Puite^ 

'  honourable  friend  has  exprefTed  are  mofl  juft  and  "'^  *  ^"^ 

'  reafonable,  however  groundlefs  they  may  at  pre- 

•  fent  appear  to  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  Jail.     His 

•  prefent  Majefty  is  known  to  us,  we  know  that  all 

•  his  defigns  are  juft  and  honourable,  and  we  know 
'  that  he  will  not  allow  himfelf  to  be  mifled  by  any 
'  guilty  minifter  ;  he  is  too  good  to  think  of  tramp- 

•  ling  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjed:,  for 

•  the  fake  of  protedling  any  high  criminal  whatever. 

•  But,  Sir,  we  cannot  certainly  know  what  is  to  hap- 
'  pen  hereafter  ,  we  cannot  depend  on  the  dilpofi- 

■  tions,  the  humours  or  the  defigns  of  all  the  princes, 

•  even  of  the  prefent  royal  family,  that  may  in  courfe 
'  fucceed  to  one  another  :  Who  knows  but  a  Prince 

■  not  yet  born  may  arife,  even  of  the  prefent  royal 
family,  who  finding  himfelf  poftelTed  of  a  revenue 
which  he  may  raife  by  virtue  of  the  laws  in  being, 
and  which  he  knows  to  be  fufficient  for  the  fupport 
of  his  government  without  any  affiftance  from  Par- 
liament, may  from  thence  conclude  that  Parlia- 
ments are  ufelefs  to  him,  and  therefore  refolve  to 
lay  them  afide  ?  The  prefent  royal  family  has  as 
good  a  right  to  the  crown,  as  ever  any  family  had 
that  fwayed  the  fcepter  of  this  kingdom  ;  their 
right  to  the  crown  no  more  depends  upon  Parlia- 
ments than  the  right  of  any  former  royal  famiily  ever 
did,  and  yet  we  know  that  fome  of  our  former 
Kings  have  had  views  of  overturning  the  rights  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  only  barrier  againft 
fuch  defigns,  is  to  take  all  proper  care  that  it  fhall 
never  be  in  any  future  prince's  power  :  This  is 

Vol.  X.  Cc  *  what; 
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«  what  has  hitherto  preferved  our  hberties,  and  this  is 

*  our  only  fecurity  in  time  to  come, 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  has,  Sir,  I  do  not 
'  know  how,  lugged  in  the  Pretender  to  this  debate; 

*  I  am  fure  the  mentioning  of  that  bugbear  was  as 

*  foreign  to  the  fubjecl  in  hand,  as  it  ever  can  be  to 

*  any  debate  that  can  happen  in  this  houfe  :  but.  Sir, 

*  is  the  Pretender  the  only  perfon  we  have  to  fear  ? 

*  No,  Sir,   there  is  no  Prince  in  Europe  from  whom 

*  we  have  lefs  to  fear  dian  from  him  ;  he  has  fo  littie 

*  power  or  intereft  in  this  nation,   that  our  liberdes 

*  can  never  be  in  any  danger  from  him,  and  I  hope, 
'  Sir,  the  prefent  royal  family  will  always  be  fo  ^\A\y 

*  pofTeiTed  of  x\\t  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people,- 
'  that  it  will  never  be  in  the  Pretender's  power  to  do 

*  us  any  harm.     The  only  hopes  he  can  ever  have, 

*  muft  arife  from  the  arbitrary  defigns  of  the  Prince 

*  upon  the  throne,  and  therefore  we  ought  carefully 

*  to  avoid  all  thofe  meafures  which  may  give  a  foun- 

*  dation  for  the  forming  of  any  fuch  defigns  in  any 

*  time  to  come.' 

w^dhaT,      ^^^  William  V/yndham.     '  I  did  not  defign,   Sir, 

fpeech,       ^  to  have  given  the  houfe  any  trouble  this  day ;   but 

'  fuch  infinuadons  are  thrown  out,  and  fo  often  re- 

*  peated  by  fome  gendemen  in  this  houfe,  as  I  can- 

*  not  with  patience  fit  flill  and  hear.     I  generally 

*  obferve.  Sir,  that  when  proper  anfwers  cannot  be 

*  made  to  v/hat  gentlemen  advance,  then  Jacobitifm 
'  is  brought  in,  and  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  in  this 
«  houfe  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from  others,  there^ 

*  fore  tliey  muff  be  taxed  with  the  terrible  name  of 
^  Jacobite  :  I  v/idi,  Sir^  that  gentlemen  would  re* 
«  ihlvc,  for  the  future,  always  to  give  us  arguments, 
^  and  not  names,  for  the  fupport  of  their  opinions. 
^  For  my  own  part^  I  will  leave  it  to  the  whole  world 
''•  to  judge,  who  moff  purine  the  principles  of  the  re- 
'  volution,  they  who  are  for  fuppordng  the  govern- 
''  menc  in  that  way  v/hich  is  moil  eafy  and  leaft  bur-^ 

a  Vdenfomc 
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'  denfome  to  the  people,  or  they  who  are  for  doing 
^  it  in  a  way  which  is  lb  odious  and  fo  burthenfome 
'  to  tat  whole  nation, 

'  Whenever,  Sir,  there  are  any  juft  fears  of  the 

*  Pretender,  if  there  ever  fhould  happen  to  be  any 

*  real  defigns  in  his  favour,  which  I  hope  never  will  ^ 

*  then,  Sir,  I  fhall  do  as  I  always  have  done,  Ifhall 

*  ihew  by  my  a6lions  what  my  principles  are.     I  be-- 

*  heve.  Sir,  I  fland  in  the  opinion  of  mankind,   ac- 

*  quitted  of  any  imputation  of  Jacobitifm,  as  much  as 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  or  any 
'  gentleman  in  this  houfe ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  as 
^  much  defpife  the  imputation,  as  I  defpife  being  al- 

*  ways  a  fervile  affentator  to  every  thing  propofed 

*  by   the  adminillratlon.     But  as  fuch  infinuations 

*  have  been  often  thrown  out  againft  me  in  this  houfe^ 
'  I  muil  Itt  gentlemen  know^  that  it  is  a  treatment 
'  which  I  think  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  this 
^  houfe,  and  a  treatment  which  I  will  no  longer  bear 
'  with/ 

Willimn  Shippen  Efq^     ^  I  believe,    Sir,   I  have  Mr,  Ship- 
^  no  occafion  to  make  any  profeflions  of  what  I  am  ^^^^  *  ^"*^  ' 

*  but  I  mufl  take  notice  that,  in  private  life,  any  vo- 
'  luntary  fecurities  that  may  be  granted  to  creditors, 
^  after  the  borrowing  of  their  money,  are  as  binding 
^  upon  the  granter,  and  ought  to  be  as  religioufly 

*  obferved,  as  thofe  that  were  granted  at  the  time 

*  the  money  was  lent :  This,  Sir,  is  certainly  the  cafe 

*  as  to  all  private  affairs  5  and  I  cannot  think  but  that 

*  the  cafe  is  the  fame,  with  refpedl  to  public  tranfac- 
'  tions.     I  do  not  know.  Sir,  but  that  fome  gentle- 

*  men  in  this  houfe  may  be  offended  at  my  fo  mAich 
'  as  mentioning  the  reign  of  King  James  the  fecond, 

*  yet  upon  the  prefent  occafion  I  mufl  mention  it  j 
'  and  the  obfervation  I  fhall  make  is,  that  that  un- 
'  fortunate  Prince  took  many  wrong  fleps,  ran  him- 

*  felf  into  great  difficulties,  and  at  laft  loff  his  crown, 

*  by  following  too  implicitly  the  wicked  counfels  of 

C  c  2  *  a 
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<  a  bad  miniiter,  and  that  very  minifler  moft  bafely 

*  betrayed,  and  at  laft  deferted  his  mailer.     One  of 
'  the  greatefl  misfortunes  of  that  Prince,  and  that 

*  which  contributed  moil  to  his  overthrow,  was,  his 

*  keeping  up  a  ilanding  army  in  time  of  peace  :  he 

*  did  it  indeed  without  the  confent  of  Parhament, 

*  but  he  did  it  at  his  own  expence,  he  did  it  with- 

*  out  laying  any  charge  upon  his  people,  and  he  did 
'  it  without  confent  of  Parliament,  becaufe  he  could 

*  not  find  a  Parliament  mercenary  and  corrupt  e- 
'  nough  to  give  their  confent/ 

Befides    the   gentlemen  above-mentioned,   Mr. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Lord  Tyrconnel 

fpoke  a  little  in  favour  of  the  refolution ;  and  Thomas 

Wyndham  Efq;  fpoke  againft  it.     And  at  laft  the 

queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  to  agree  with  the 

committee,  without  any  divifion.     After  which  the 

queftion  was  put  upon  the  fecond  refolution,  and  a- 

greed  to  without  oppofition. 

Motion  re-.       Ncxt  day,  VIZ.  thc  2yth  of  Fei?ruary^  the  order 

excTrl^*'  """^of  the  day  for  the  call  of  the  houfe  was  read  ;  and  a 

motion  being  made  for  adjourning  it  till  that  day 

fortnight. 

Sir  >^«         Sir  John  Rufijout  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance 

ffecch.  ^    as  follows.     '  Sir,  I  do  not  rife  up  to  oppofe  putting 

*  oft" the  call  of  the  houfe  till  this  day  fortnight ;  that 

*  I  ftiall  ealily  agree  with :  but.  Sir,  there  being,  as 

*  I  imagine,  a  certain  fchemeor  projed  to  be  brought 
'  into  this  houfe,  which  feems  to  be  of  very  great 

*  confequence  to  the  whole  nation  ;  I  wilh.  Sir,  that 
'  the  call  of  the  houfe  may  be  appointed  to  be  about 

*  the  time  that  the  fcheme  is  to  be  laid  before  us. 

*  For  my  part,  I  know  nothing  about  it,  I  cannot 
'  tell  when  we  are  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
'  that  famous  proje<5l  •,  but  I  wifti  that  fome  gentle- 

*  man,  who  knows  more  of  it  than  I  do,  would  get 
^  up  and  fix  a  day  when  Le  thinks  it  will  be  brought 
^  in^  and  then  move,  that  the  call  of  the  houfe  may 

2  '  be 
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be  put  off  till  that  day,  or  till  fome  day  about  that 
time. 

'  We  have,  Sir,  been  long  in  expeflation  of  fee- 
ing this  glorious  fcheme,  which  is  to  render  us  all 
completely  happy  ;  we  have  waited  for  it  with  im- 
patience, ever  fince  the  beginning  of  this  feflion  of 
Parliament ;  we  imagined,  as  had  been  infmuated 
to  us  in  the  preceding  feflion,  that  it  was  to  come 
in  lieu  of  the  one  iliilling  in  the  pound  land  tax,  as 
a  fupply  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  but  in 
this  we  are  difappointed,  that  meafure  has  it  feems 
been  altered,  and  we  have  feen  this  eafe,  as  to  the 
land  tax,  otherways  fupplied.  I  do  not  know, 
Sir,  whether  the  fcheme  itfelf  has  lately  met  with 
any  alterations  or  amendments,  but  I  hope  if  it  be 
to  be  laid  before  us  in  this  feflion,  that  it  v/ill  not 
be  put  off  till  towards  the  end  of  the  feffion,  when 
gentlemen  are  tired  out  with  attendance,  and  ob- 
liged to  return  home  to  mind  thei»-  own  private  af- 
fairs. If  a  fcheme  of  that  confequence  be  at  all 
brought  in,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  brought  in 
when  the  houfe  is  full,  that  it  may  be  confidered 
and  approved,  or  rejected  by  as  many  members  as 
can  poflibly  be  brought  together,  As  foon  as  the 
time  for  its  being  brought  in  fhall  be  fixed,  and 
the  call  of  the  houfe  accordingly  appointed  ^  then. 
Sir,  I  fliall  take  the  liberty  to  move  for  letters  to 
the  fheriffs,  as  has  been  often  pradlifed  on  the  like 
occafions.* 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  '  Sir,  As  to  sir  Robert 
the  fcheme  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gende- ^^e^h'!"'" 
man  who  fpoke  lafl:,  it  is  certain  that  I  have  a 
fcheme  which  I  intend  very  foon  to  lay  before  you. 
I  am  refolved.  Sir,  very  foon  to  make  a  motion, 
for  this  houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  on  fomething  or  another  ^  I  have  not  indeed, 
as  yet,  fully  determined  what  my  motion  fliall  be, 
but  1  fuppofe  it  will  be  for  this  houfe  to  go  into  a 
C  c   2  *  coni^ 
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^  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  public  revenue,  or  on 

*  the  frauds  committed  in  the  colle6ling  thereof,  or  on 
'  the  frauds  comm.itted  in  fome  particular  branch  or 

*  branches  of  the  revenue  j  it  muft  be,  Sir,  I  believe, 
'  a  motion  to  fome  fuch  purpofe  :  if  the  call  of  the 
^  houfe  be  appointed  for  this  day  fortnight,  I  believe 

*  I  fhall  be  fully  determined  between  this  and  that 

*  time,  and  fo  be  able  to  move  for  fomiC  fuch  com- 
^  mittee  i  the  houfe  m.ay  then  appoint  a  day  for  go- 

*  ing  into  the  committee  moved  for,  that  fo  eve- 
t  ry  member  may  have  notice  to  attend  if  he 
'  pleafes. 

'  I  do  not,  Sir^  defire,  I  never  did  defire  to  fur- 

^  prife  this  houfe  in  any  thing,  nor  had  I,  thank 

*  God,  ever  any  occafion  to  ufe  the  low  art  of  taking 
^  advantage  of  the  end  of  a  fefiion,  for  any  thing  T 

*  had  to  propofc,  or  would  propofe  to  this  houfe  : 
^.  But  when  the  houfe  does  refolve  itfelf  into  fome 
^  fuch  committee  as  I  nov/  mention,  I  will  then  lay 
^,  before  that  committee  a  fcheme  which  I  have  long 
'  thought  of,  which  is,  I  ami  convinced,  for  the  good 
•?  of  the  nation,  and  which,  if  agreed  to,  will  im-= 
'  prove  both  the  trade  of  the  nation  and  the  public 
■^  revenue.  1  never  had^  Sir.^  any  intention  to  pro- 
"^  pofe  it  as  a  fupply  for"  the  current  fervice  of  the 

*  year ;  I  was  always  fenfible  that  no  fuch  thing  could 
^  be  done  :  but  if  it  be  agreed  to,  and  if  upon  a  trial 
*^  it  be  found  to  bring  in  any  addition  to  the  public 
^  revenue,  this  houfe  may  then  difpofe  of  that  in- 

*  creafe,  in  the  following  feffion  of  Parliament,  as 
^  they  fhall  judge  proper ;  till  then,  it  cannot  be  ap- 
'^  propriated,  becaufe  till  then  it  cannot  be  known 
^  what  the  amount  may  be.  When  the  amount  of 
*^  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  thereby  is  once  afcertain- 

*  ed.,  that  increafe  m.ay  then  be  brought  in  aid  of 
'  the  one  frii]]ing  in  the  pound  land  tax,  and  there- 
^,  by  that  eaie  may  be  continued  to  the  poor  land- 
^  holders  for  years  to  come,  if  fo  the  future  Parlia- 
^  ments  fhall  think  lit. 

'.  As 
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<  As  for  the  fcheme's  having  received  alterations 
^  and  amendments,   I  do  not  know.  Sir,  but  it  may : 

*  I  never  thought  myfelf  fo  wife  as  to  fland  in  no 
^  need  of  auiilance  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  always 
'  ready  to  receive  advice  and  inftrudion  from  others, 
'  and  I  fhall  always  be  ready  to  add^  to  alter,  or  to 

*  amend  any  thing  I  have  thought  of,  by  the  advice 

*  and  upon  the  information  of  thofe  who  are  conver- 
'  fant  in  fuch  affairs.     As  to  the  fcheme  now  talked 

*  of,  I  have  not  only  examined  it  by  myfelf,  as  tho- 

*  roughly  as  I  could,  but  I  have  taken  from  others 
«  all  the  afll  fiance  and  advice  I  could  get  %  and  in  all 

*  my  inquiries  in  relation  thereto,  I  have  chofe  to 
'  confult  with  thofe  who,  I  knew,  had  a  perfecft 
^  knowledge  of  fuch  affairs,  and  had  no  particular 
'  interefl  in  view,  nor  any  private  end  to  ferve  :  from 
'  thofe  who  may  have  by-ends  of  their  own,  I  never 
'  can  exped  impartial  counfel,  and  therefore  I  have 

'  in  this,  as  well  as  every  other  affair,  thought  it  ridi-    - 
^  culous  to  afk  their  advice.     Such  as  it  is.  Sir,  I 

*  fhall  be  foon  ready  to  lay  it  before  you  \  then  I  fhali 
'  give  you  all  the  information  I  have  had  in  the  af- 

*  fair,  and  will  be  moft  ready  to  hear  and  receive  all 
^  the  inform.ation  or  inftru6tion  that  can  be  given  to 
'  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe. 

'  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  there  are  daily  very  great 
'  frauds  committed  in  the  colle6i:ing  of  the  public 
^  revenue,  and  if  any  way  can  be  fallen  on  to  pre- 
'  vent  thofe  frauds,  and  to  enable  the  public  to  re- 
^  ceive,  what  it  is  now  juftly  and  legally  intitled  to, 
'  fuch  a  proje6l  ought  to  be  embraced,  and  the  au- 
'  thor  thereof,  whoever  he  may  be,  would  deferve 
'  the  thanks  of  his  country  :  for  it  would  not  only  be 
'  a  great  advantage  to  the  public  revenue,  but  to  e- 
^  very  honefl  and  fair  trader  in  the  nation  -,  becaufe 
'  that  wherever  a  tax  is  laid  on,   and  not  collected 

*  regularly  and  duly  from  every  man  fubjedied  there- 
'  to,  it  is  really  making  the  fair  trader  pay  to  the 
'  public,  what  the  fraudulent  trader  turns  into  his. 

C  c  4  ;;  own 
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<  own  private  pocket,  and  thereby  the  fmuggler  is 

'  enabled  to  underfell  the  fair  trader  in  every  com- 

*  modity  he  deals  in,  by  which  all  the  fair  traders  in 
'  the  nation  mufl  be  at  laft  ruined  and  undone.' 

Sir  Tf^iwam     Sir  TFUUam  Wyndham.     '  Sir,  I  have  not  the  ho- 

Sh!"""'  '  ^^^^^  ^^  being  let  into  l\\t  fecret  of  this  extraordina- 

'  ry  fcheme,   I  do  not  as  yet  know  what  it  is  ;  but 

*  by  all  that  I  could  ever  yet  hear  of  it,  I  believe, 
'  when  it  is  laid  before  us,  the  quellion  thereon  will 
'  appear  to  be.  Whether  we  fliaJl  facrifice  the  confti- 

*  tution,  to  the  preventing  frauds  in  the  revenue  ? 

*  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  a  very  material  quefbion  ; 
'  and  therefore  I  think  it  is  abfoiutely  neceflary  to 

*  have  a  full  houfe  ;  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  be  not 
^  only  for  letters  to  the  flieriffs,  but  alfo  I  hope,  that 

*  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe  will  write  to  fuch  of 
'  his  friends  in  x!at  country  as  are  members,  and 
"=  intreat  them  to  give  attendance  on  that  important 

*  day.' 

Sir  john^         Sir  John  Barnard,     '  Sir,  when  the  honourable 
^^^tc\x!^  ^    '  gentleman  is  prepared  to  lay  his  fcheme  before  us, 

'  I  hope  he  will  move  for  fome  general  committee; 

'  if  he  does,  I  fliall  not  give  the  houfe  any  trouble  : 

*  but  if  he  moves  for  a  committee  to  confider  the 
'  frauds  in  any  particular  branch  of  the  revenue,  I 
'  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  oppofe  it,  becaufe  there  are 
'  frauds  in  every  branch  of  the  revenue,  and  perhaps 

*  I  fhall  be  able  to  fhew,  that  there  are  as  many 
*'  frauds  in  other  branches  of  the  revenue,  as  there 
'  are  in  thofe  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  a 
'  mind  now  to  take  a  particular  notice  of  I  mufl 
'  think,  Sir,  that  the  attaching  our  inquiries  at  pre- 
'  fent  to  the  frauds  committed  in  any  particular  branch, 
'  is  like  fingling  out  a  deer  from  the  flock  in  order  to 

*  be  hunted  down ;  fiie  is  to  be  the  firfl  facrifice,  but 

*  the  whole  flock  are  to  be  hunted  down  at  lafl :  This 

*  I  believe,  Sir,  is  the  cafe,  and  if  I  have  been  right- 

'ly 
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'  ly  informed,  this  very  fcheme  in  its  firft  conception 
«  was  for  a  general  alteration  of  the  method  of  col- 
'  le6ting  the  public  revenue ;  it  was  for  a  general  ex- 

*  cife :  but  that  it  feems  was  afterwards  thought  too 
'  much  at  once,  and  therefore  we  are  now,  it  feems, 
'  to  fingle  out  only  one  or  two  branches,  in  order 
'  that  they  maybe  firll;  hunted  down.  But  the  very 
'  fame  reafon  that  may  prevail  with  us  to  fubjedl  any 
'  one  branch  of  the  revenue  to  the  laws  of  excife, 
'  may  afterwards  prevail  with  us  to  fubjedl  every 
'  branch  to  thofe  arbitrary  laws ;  and  as  fuch  laws 
'  are,  in  my  opinion,  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  li- 
'  berty,  therefore  I  muft  think  that  the  queflion  upon 

*  his  fcheme,  even  altered  as  it  feems  it  is^  will  be, 
'  Whether  we  Ihall  endeavour  to  prevent  frauds  in 
'  thecolledting  of  the  public  revenues,  at  theexpence 
'  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  ? 

'  For  my  own  part.   Sir,  I  never  was  guilty  of 

*  any  fraud  ;  I  put  it  to  any  man,  be  he  v/ho  he 

*  will,  to  accufe  me  of  fo  much  as  the  appearance  of 

*  a  fraud,  in  any  trade  I  was  ever  concerned  in ;  I 
'  am  refolved  never  to  be  guilty  of  any  fraud.     It  is 

*  very  true.  Sir,  that  thefe  frauds  are  a  very  great 
'  prejudice  to  all  fair  traders,  and  therefore  I  fpeak 
'  againfl  my  own  interefl,  when  I  fpeak  againft  any 
'  method    that   may  tend  towards  preventing  of 

*  frauds  ;  but  I  Ihall  never.   Sir,  put  my  private  in- 

*  tereft  in  balance  with  the  interell  or  the  happinefs 

*  of  the  nation :  I  had  rather.  Sir,  beg  my  bread 
'  from  door  to  door,  and  fee  my  country  flourifh, 

*  than  be  the  greateft  fubjed  in  the  nation,  and  fee 

*  the  trade  of  my  country  decaying,  and  the  people 
'  enflaved  and  opprefTed.' 

Henry  Pelham  Efq;     '  I  wifh.  Sir,  this  fcheme,  Mr.  p./- 

*  be  it  what  it  will,  wei-e  laid  before  us,  for  till  it  is,  ^^^^J^^ 
'  I  believe  we  fhall  every  day  be  falling  into  fome 

'  debate  or  another  about  it,  without  knowing  any 

*  thing  of  it.     I  do  not  know  where  the  hon.  gende- 

*  man 
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^  man  who  ipoke  laft  got  his  information,   but  as  I 

<  have  had  the  honour  to  converfe  fometimes  with 

'  thofe  who  always  knew  moil  about  this  fcheme,  I 

*  can  afTure  him,  that  there  never  was  any  fuch  thing 
'  intended  as  a  general  excife,  nor  was  there  ever  any 

*  defign  of  making  a  general  alteration  in  the  me- 

*  thod  of  colle6ling  the  public  revenue.    But  I  fhall 
^  not  at  prefent  fay  any  thing  farther  upon  the  fub- 

*  jed,  becaufe  I  think  it  a  little  odd  to  enter  into  de- 

*  bates  about  what  we  know  nothing  of 

Alderman  Perry,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
the  city  of  Londofty  hkewife  fpoke  upon  this  occa- 
fion  in  vindication  of  the  merchants,  dealing  in  the 
wine  and  tobacco  trade.  After  which  the  quefbion 
was  put,  and  the  call  of  the  houfe  was  put  off  to  that 
day  fortnight ;  and  it  was  ordered.  That  no  mem- 
ber of  the  houfe  ihould  prefume  to  go  out  of  town, 
without  leave  of  the  houfe ;  that  no  leave  fhould  be 
aiked  for  any  member  to  go  out  of  town,  but  be- 
tween the  hours  of  one  and  two  ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
fhould  write  circular  letters  to  thefheriffs  and  ftewards 
of  the  feveral  counties  of  Great  Britain^  requiring 
the  attendance  of  the  members  on  that  day  fortnight ; 
and  that  the  houfe  would  proceed  with  the  utmofl 
feverity,  againfb  fuch  members  as  fhould  not  then  at- 
tend the  fervice  of  the  houfe.  Then 
Motion  a-  Samuel  Sandys  Efq;  moved  for  the  houfe  to  re- 
SembJr^sf  "^^olve.  That  fuch  members  of  that  houfe,  who  fhould 
abfent  themfelves  without  leave  of  tlie  houfe,  fhould 
be  reputed  deferters  of  their  triift,  and  negleclers  of 
that  duty  they  owed  to  that  houfe  and  their  country. 
Whereupon  feveral  members  got  up,  fome  of  whom, 
as  may  be  prefumed,  to  have  ieconded  this  motion  \ 
but  Horatio  Walpole  Efq-,  was  pointed  to,  who 
fald,  '  That  he  was  againft  the  motion  the  honoura- 
^  ble  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  make,  as  being 

*  a  very  extraordinary  one,   and  fuch  as  there  was 
'  then  no  occafion  for,  and  therefore  he  m.oved  for 
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•^  the  order  of  the  day*.  Which  motion  was  imme- 
diately feconded. 

Su'JohnRuJhout  faid, '  That  the  motion  his  friend 
'  had  been  pleafed  to  make  was  perhaps  a  little  ex- 
'  traordinary  ;  but  it  was  upon  a  very  extraordinary 
'  occafion,  and  not  without  precedent,  and  therefore 
^  he  would  be  for  it.* 

Sir  William  Yonge  faid,  That  an  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman  over  the  way  had  faid,  that  every  one  of 
'  them  ought  to  write  to  their  friends  in  the  country, 
'  and  defire  them  to  give  attendance  •,  but  if  the  mo- 
'  tion  then  made  fhould  be  agreed  to,  they  might 
^  in  his  opinion  fave  themfelves  the  trouble,  for  that 
'  no  member  then  in  the  country  would  think  he  had 
^  one  friend  in  the  houfe,  if  any  fuch  refolution 
'  fhould  be  made  againft  him.* 

Mr.  Sandys  faid,  ^  That  what  he  had  moved  for, 
":  was  fo  far  from  being  without  precedent,  that  there 
'  was  a  precedent  for  it  but  very  lately,  and  that 
'  was  in  the  famous  cafe  of  Dr.  Sacbeverel  *  ;  when 
^  that  affair  was  before  the  houfe,  there  was  fuch  a  re- 
^  folution  made,  and  from  thence  it  was  that  he  took 
^  the  very  words  of  the  motion  he  had  then  made.^ 

Then  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  motion  for 
the  order  of  the  day,  becaufe  of  its  having  been  fe- 
conded before  the  other  motion  was  feconded,  and 
that  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  other  was 
in  courfe  dropt. 

On  the  23d  of  February^  the  hiW  for  making  more^^^^'^^  ^i'^ 
effe5fualthe  laws  in  beings  for  difabling  perfons  from^l^i^^^^^^  ^ 
being  chofen  members  of^  or  fitting  or  voting  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons^  who  have  any  penjion  during  plea- 
fur  e^  or  for  any  number  of  year  s^  or  any  offices  held  in 
iruft  for  them^  was  read  the  firll  time  in  the  houfe  of 

Lords ; 

*  See  tbs  J^ot-s^  Jan.  z$,  ffd^s 
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Lords ;  and  after  fome  debate,  a  motion  was  made 
for  rejeding  it,  upon  which  it  was  moved  to  order, 
that  the  fame  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the 
Tuefday  following ;  and  after  farther  debate  the  que- 
ilion  was  put.  Whether  the  faid  bill  fhould  be  read 
a  fecond  time  ?  which  was  refolved  in  the  negative, 
by  68  to  25  ;  whereupon  a  protefl  was  entered,  for 
the  reafons  entered  in  the  journals  of  that  houfe  the 
2iftof  March  1729,  and  the  2d  of  March  1730, 
and  this  lafl  protefl  was  figned  by  the  noble  Lords 
viz. 


followmg, 


Scarfdale^ 

Northampton^ 

Foley^ 

Strafford^ 

Aylesford^ 


Coventry^  Bruce^ 

Berkjhire^  Bridgwater^ 

Gower^  Bathurfi^ 

Litchfield^  Mo?itjoy, 

Oxford  and  Mortimer^ 


On  the  4th  of  Aprils  there  v/as  laid  before  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  according  to  their  defire,  the  fol- 
lowing flate,  t'/2?. 
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•^"h  "h^''f  ^"  '^uefday  the  6th  of  March^  the  right  honoura- 
©f  Lords!"  ^  ble  the  houfe  of  Lords  was,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  to  refolve  it  felf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  upon  the  bill  for  punifhing  mutiny  and 
defertion.  As  the  pafling  of  that  bill  is  the  only 
proper  opportunity  that  houfe  can  have  for  taking 
into  their  confideration  the  number  of  forces  kept 
up  within  this  kingdom,  there  generally  happens  a 
debate  upon  that  important  fubjed: ;  and  in  this  {^i- 
jfion  the  debate  was  as  handfomely  managed  on  both 
fides,  as  was  ever  any  debate  in  that  or  any  other  af- 
fembly  ;  of  the  fubltance  of  which,  die  following  is 
an  abftrad. 


Motion  for 
fedu^loHt 


Eatl  of 

Crawford's 
ipeech. 


As  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the 
houfe^s  refolving  itfelf  into  the  faid  committee,  the 
right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Oxford  flood  up,  and 
after  making  a  fhort,  but  ftrong  and  pathetic  fpeech, 
againft  keeping  up  fo  numerous  a  (landing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  his  Lordfhip  moved  for  an  inflruc- 
tion  to  the  faid  committee  for  reducing  the  number 
of  forces  to  12,000  effedive  men,,  including  inva- 
lids, &c.  In  this  he  was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of 
tVinchelfea^  who  ihewed  the  dangerous  confequences 
of  keeping  up  fo  great  a  number  of  regular  forces 
W^ithin  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace  >  and  among 
many  others,  v/hich  he  enumerated,  this  he  faid  was 
one,  '  That  it  made  minillers  of  Hate  more  daring 

*  than  otherwife  they  duril  venture  to  be,  both  in 
«  contriving  and  executing  fchemes  and  projects 
^  that  were  grievous  and  burdenfome  to  the  people  ; 
^  fchemes  that  never  could  enter  into  the  heads  of 

*  any  but  thofe  who  v;ere  drunk  with'  an  excefs  of 

*  power/     Then, 

The  Earl  of  Crawford  flood  up  and  faid,    *  My 

*  Lords.  Whatever  may  be  the  bad  confequences  of 
'  keeping  up  a  great  number  of  regular  forces  in  any 

*  countiy,  no  argument  drawn  from  thence  can  be 

*  any 
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'  any  way  applicable  to  the  number  of  regular  forces 
'  propofed  by  the  bill  now  before  us  to  be  kept  up  : 

*  By  this  bill.  My  Lords^  it  is  propofed  to  keep  up 

*  only  17  or  18,000  men  5  and  fuch  a  fmall  num- 
'  ber  is  fo  very  far  from  being  dangerous  to  the  li- 
'  bertiesof  this  nation,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
*•  for  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties,  and  for  the 

*  fupport  of  our  prefent  happy  conflitution/ 

'  We  mufl.  My  Lords^  fuppofe  tv/o  things,  be- 
'  fore  we  can  fuppofe  that  the  regular  forces  kept  up 

*  may  be  of  any  dangerous  confequence  to  our  liber- 

*  ties :  We  muil  fuppofe  them  to  be  fo  numerous  as 

*  to  be  able  to  hold  the  whole  body  of  the  people 

*  under  fubje6lion  ;  and  we  muil  fuppofe  the  gen- 
^  tlemen  of  the  arm.y  to  be  all  of  them  fuch  abandon- 

*  cd  creatures,  as  that  they  will  join  together  unani- 

*  moufly  in  the  wicked  defign  of  enflaving  their  na- 

*  tive  country.  In  the  prefent  cafe  neither  of  thefe 
'  fuppofitions  can  be  made  ;  fuch  a  fmall  number  as 

*  that  of  1 7  or  1 8,000  men,   can  never  be  fuppofed 

*  to  be  able  to  hold  the  whole  body  of  the  people  of 

*  Great  Britain  under  any  ftfbjedion  :  We  have,  I 

*  hope,   many  hundred  thoufands  of  brave  men  in 

*  Great  Britain^  who  would  rife  in  arms,  and  would 
*•  foon  fwallow  up  fuch  a  handful  of  men  as  that  of 
<  our  regular   army,  if  they  fhould  be  but  once 

*  fufpe6led  of  joining  in  any  defign  againfl:  the  li- 
'  berties  of  the  people.  And,  My  Lords^  I  have  fo 
'  good  an  opinion  of  the  gendemen  now  employed 
'  in  the  army,  that  I  cannot  fuppofe,   I  believe  no 

*  Lord  in  this  houfe  can  fuppofe,  that  any  great  part 

*  of  them  would  join  in  any  wicked  defign  for  the 
^  enflaving  of  their  country  5  if  any  attempts  v/ere 
^  to  be  made  upon  our  liberties,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
'  the  gendemen  of  the  army  would  be  the  iirfl  to 

*  appear  againfl:   fuch  attempts,   and  would  join 

*  heartily,  and,  I  hope^  unanimoufly  in  the  defence 

*  of  their  country.* 

Dd  2  Th^ 
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Marquis  of      Xlic  Marquis  of  'J'weedale.     '  My  Lords ^  I  am  ^o 

i^echf'^  *  far  from  being  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  regu- 

^  lar  forces  propofed  by  this  bill  to  be  kept  up,  is  ab- 

*  folutely  neceffary  for  the  prelervation  of  our  con- 
'  llitution,  in  fuch  a  time  as  the  prefent,  in  a  time 

*  of  the  moit  profound  tranquillity,  that  I  am  tho- 

*  roughly  convinced  no  fuch  number  would  be  ne- 

*  celTary  even  in  the  time  of  the  mofl  raging  war.-^ 

*  and.  My  Lords^  for  the  fupport  of  my  opinion,  I 

*  have  the  experience  of  all  paft  ages.     In  the  time 

*  of  the  late  war  there  was  never  any  fuch  number 

*  kept  up  within  the  kingdo^m,  and  yet  how  vam 

*  were  all  thofe  attempts  that  were  then  made  againll 

*  our  happy  efbablifnment  ? 

'  The  unnatural  rebellion  that  was  raifed  aiirainil 
«  his  late  Majefty,-  is  a  convincing  proof  how  little 

*  necefTary  it  is  to  keep  up  fuch  a  number  as  is  now 

*  propofed  :  There  was  then  a  very  formidable  iii- 
'  furredion  againfl;  the  government,,  perhaps  as  for- 

*  midable  an  inlurredlion  as  ever  can  be  made  2- 

*  gainfl  a  jUil  and  a  legal  government  ;  and  yet  that 
'  infarredion  was  defeated  by  a  very  frnall  handful 
'  of  regular  forces,  a  much  lefs  number  than  what  is 
'  now  propofed  to  be  kept  up  :   for  we  all  veiy  well 

*  know  that  that  rebellion  was  defeated  before  the 
^  arrival  of  any  of  the  foreign  troops,  v/hich  were 
^  then  brouglit  into  the  kingdom.  The  rebels  were 
'  fubdu^ed,  and  all  were  foon  after  obliged  to  fubmit 

*  or  to  fly  from  their  native  country.  1  wiih  indeed 
'  that  fome  other  meafiires  had  been  afterwards  pur- 
'  fued,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  were  engaged  in 
^  that  unjufl:  and  unnatural  afiair  ;    the  government 

*  might  perhaps  have  made  a  better  ufe  of  their  fuc- 

*  cefs  •,    for  i\  I  am  rightly  informed,  triere  was  not 

*  a  fliilling  of  the  forfeited  eftates  ever  came  to  the 

*  ufe  of  the  pubhc,  they  were  ail  applied  to  thepay- 
'  ment  of  thofe  commilTioncrs  and  officers  who  were 

*  employed  to  inquire  after  them. 

'  It 
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'  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  exadlJy  what  particu- 
lar number  of  regular  forces  may  be  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  preicrving  a  jufl:  government ;  but  I 
am  fure,  that  the  beft  way  of  determining  is,  from 
the  experience  of  pall  times ;  and  whatever  num- 
ber may  be  neceffary  for  fupporting  a  jufl  govern- 
ment, I  am  as  fure,  that  any  addition  made  to  that 
number^  is  a  ilep  towards  the  fupport  of  an  iinjufl 
and  arbitrary  government.  The  number  now  pro- 
pofed,  is  not  the  only  thing  to  be  regarded  in  the 
prefent  queftion :  It  is  true,  there  is  but  18,000 
propofed  to  be  kept  up  ;  but  we  all  know  that  in 
the  m.anner  that  this  18,000  is  modelled,  in  the 
manner  they  are  kept  up,  they  m.ay  upon  any  c- 
m^ergency  be  fpeedily  augmented  to  40,000  effec- 
tive men :  And  that  number,  if  they  flood  unani- 
moufly  together,  would,  I  am  afraid,  be  able  to 
fupport  and  render  fuccefsful  any  attempts  againfl 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  notwithfbanding  the 
great  numbers  of  brave  men  we  m.ay,  I  hope,  juil- 
ly  brag  of  Hill  having  in  Great  Britain, 
'  I  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  the  ofHcers  now 
employed  in  the  army,  as  any  man  can  have  -,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  be  ready  to  op- 
pofe  any  attempts  againfl  the  liberdes  of  their 
country,  but  they  are  not  immortal,  nor  are  we 
fure  that  they  v/ill  always  be  continued  in  com- 
miand,  or  that  they  will  be  fucceeded  by  men  of 
the  fame  virtue  and  honour :  If  any  Prince,  or  any 
chief  minifter,  fhould  ever  form  defigns  againfl 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  be  fure  he  will  firil 
model  the  army  for  that  purpofe,  he  will  difmifs 
all  the  m.en  of  Jionour,  and  will  put  creatures  of 
his  own  into  their  room,  creatures  who  will  be  al- 
ways ready  to  execute  the  mofb  unjuft,  the  mofl 
tyrannical  commands  that  he  can  polTibly  give  ; 
this,  IVIy  LordSj  may  be  done  in  a  moment,  and 
thus  the  nation  may  be  undone  before  any  man  can 
f]y  to  its  relief. 

D  d  3  f  As 
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'  As  I  have  laid,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that 
'  the  number  of  regular  forces  by  this  bill  propo- 
'  fed,  is  much  larger  than  what  is  neceffary  for  the 

*  fupport  of  the  government,  or  for  the  preferva- 

*  tion  of  the  conititution ;  I  mull  therefore  think 
^  that  the  keeping  up  of  fo  great  a  number  is  a  turn- 
^  ing  that  civil  government  under  which  we  have  for 

*  fo  many  ages  preferved  our  liberties,  into  a  milita- 

*  ry  fort  of  government,  under  which  no  country  e- 
'  verdid,  it  is  impolTible  tbat  any  country  ever  can, 
^  preferve  either  their  liberties  or  their  properties  : 

*  under  fuch  a  government,  the  poiTefTions  of  every 
'  man  mud  intirely  depend  upon  the  good- will  of 
^  the  chief  officers  of  the  army  -,  the  poor  farmers 
'  and  tradefmen  mud  fubmit  to  be  plundered  and 
^  mal-treated  by  every  common  foldier,  and  the 

*  men  of  the  beft:  families  in  the  nation  may  often  be 
^  obliged  to  fue  in  the  moll  humble  manner  to  thofe 

*  who  were  formerly  their  footmen  or  menial  fer= 
*.  vants.     This  to  me.  My  Lords^  is  a  mod  terrible 

^  '  date,  and  therefore  I  mud  be  for  agreeing  to  the 

*  reduction  proppfed.' 

I        Duke  of  ^       The  Duke  of  Kewcafile.     '  My  Lords^  I  diould 

i/tZh.     ^  '  b^  very  glad  to  agree  to  the  redudion  propofed, 

'  or  to  any  reduftion,  if  I  thought  it  any  way  fafe 

'-  for  us  to  do  fo  \  but,  My  Lords^  I  have  always 

f  ^  obfer\^ed,  and  any  Lord  may  make  the  fame  ob- 

*  fervation  from  the  experience  of  times  pad,  that 

*  w^e  never  as  yet  made  any  redudiion  in  our  army, 
^  but  what  it  encouraged  our  eneruies  both  at  home 
^  and  abroad  to  make  attempts  towards  didurbing 
^  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  nation  -,  v/e  might  per- 

*  haps  with  a  iefs  number  be  able  to  defeat  any  in- 
^  furredion  that  could  be  made  againd  the  govern^ 
^.  ment,  but  then  we  never  could  be  at  quiet  for  any. 
'  confiderable  time,  the  enemies  of  the  government 
'  would  be  alv/ays  forming  plots  and  defigns  againd 
'  it  ;  and  the  pnly  method  for  preventing  any  fuch, 
*^.  and  for  preferviug  peace  among  our  klYts^  is  to 

5  keep 
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*  keep  up  fuch  a  number  of  regular  forces,  as  may 
'  take  away  from  fuch  men  all  hopes  of  fuccefs : 

*  The  number  now  propofed  is  the  leaft:  that  can  be 
'  thought  fufficienc  for  fuch  a  falutary  end,  and  if  it 

*  were  much  greater  than  it  is,  there  would  be  no- 
^  thing  to  be  feared  from  it  under  his  prefent  Maje- 

*  fly  or  any  of  his  illuftrious  family  :  The  prefent 

*  royal  family  is  ellablifhed  upon  the  principles  of 
'  liberty,  upon  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and 

*  it  is  by  fuch  principles  only  that  they  can  fupport 
^  themfelves  :  The  fupport  of  the  prefent  royal  fa- 
'  mily,  and  the  fupport  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation 
^  depend  mutually  upon  one  another,  they  fo  ne- 
^  ceilarily   depend   on  one    another,    that  neither 

*  can  be  deftroyed  without  involving  the  other  in 
'  the  fame  deftru6tion  5  and  therefore  I  never  can 

*  have  any  fears  or  jealoufies  of  any  number  of 
'  forces  kept  up  under  his  Majeily  or  any  of  his 
'  family. 

'  Laft  year,  my  Lords,  I  obferved  that  none  of 
'  your  Lordfhips  declared  openly  againft  keeping 

*  up  any  number  of  forces,  or  any  army  at  all ;  you 

*  feemed  all  to  agree  that  it  was  neceffary  to  keep 
'  up  fome  regular  forces  •,  and  yet  I  obferved  that  all 

*  thole  who  then  appeared  for  a  redudion,  joined 
'  all  together  in  voting  againft  the  whole  bill ;  they 
^  were  againft  having  any  bill  at  all  for  the  punifh- 

*  ment  of  mutiny  and  defertion  :  from  whence  I 
'  muft  conclude,  that  all  thofe  who  were  then  for  a 
'  reduction,  chofe  rather  to  have  no  mutiny  bill,  nor 
'  any  regular  army,  than  not  to  have  that  number 
^  reduced  which  they  had  propofed  to  be  reduced. 

'  I  do  not  know,  m^y  Lords,  what  the  noble 
^  Lord  meant,  when  he  talked  of  men's  being  drunk 
'  with  an  excefs  of  power  -,  I  do  not  know  any  man 
^  that  is  fo,  or  that  has  any  opportunity  of  being 
^  fo  ',  nor  do  I  know  of  any  fchemes  that  have  been, 
'  or  that  are  to  be  attempted  or  executed,  that  are 
'  either  grievous  or  burdenfome  to  the  people.  I 
D  d  4  I  havq 
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^  have  indeed  fome  guefs  what  fcheme  the  noble 

.*  Lord  points  at,  but  1  beheve  that  when  that  fcheme 

*  comes  before  us,  it  will  appear  to  be  agreeable  to 

*  the  people,  at  leafb  to  all  the  honeft  part  of  the 

*  people,  and  it  will  moll  certainly  appear  to  be 
•^  beneficial  to  the  nation  in  general.     If  the  gentle- 

*  men  who  are  to  propole  it,  did  not  think  it  fo, 
'  they  would  be  in  the  wrong  to  attempt  it,  I  am 
'  fure  they  never  would  attempt  it  ♦,  but  if  they  are 
'  convinced  that  it  will  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
^  the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  increafe  of  the 

*  revenue,  I  fhould  think  them  very  weak  if  they 
f  were  intimidated  by  thofe  clamours  that  have  been 
«  artificially  raifed  againft  it,  by  men  whofe  private 
'  intereft  or  malice  has  prompted  them  to  oppofe 
'  what  they  muil  know  to  be  for  the  public  good. 

'  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  the  public  tranquillity  is 

*  to  all  outward  appearance  at  prefent  pretty  fecure; 

*  but  our  tranquillity  both  at  home  and  abroad,  de- 

*  pends  upon  lb  many  accidents,   that  it  would  be 

*  very  imprudent  in  us  to  niake  any  reduction  at 
'  leail  for  this  year.     Even  at  prefent  there  are  per- 

*  haps  fome  very  ftrong  reafons  for  us  to  be  upon 
^  our  guard  ;  we  may  perhaps  very  foori  have  occa- 
'  fion  for  regular  forces,  but  I  cannot,  my  Lords, 
^  explain  myfelf,  I  beg  leave  not  to  do  it  *,  how- 
'  ever,  I  may  fay,  that  I  never  will  be  for  a  reduc- 

*  tion,  unlefs  the  public  tranquillity  ihould  happen  to 
^  be  in  fuch   a  ftate  as  may  be  much  more  certain- 

*  ly  depended  on,  than  it  can  be  at  prefent. 

^  It  is  certain  that  there  are  t\vo  great  contending 

*  pov/ers  in  Europe^  between  whom  there  is  and  will 

*  be  a  conftant  and  a  perpetual  rivalfliip,  fo  that  it 
*■  is  impcliible  for  us  to  be  in  abfolute  cordial  friend- 
'  fnip  with  both  at  one  time  \  when  ever  we  fall 
'  into  any  degree  of  friendfliip  with  the  one,  v/e 

*  mufl;  always  exped  to  be  at  a  fort  of  variance  with 

*  the  other ;  while  we  keep  ourfelves  in  a  good  ftate 

*  of  defence  at  home,   we  fhall  always  be  indepen- 

3  *  <^^^^ 
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'  dent  of  either  ;  we  need  never  be  obliged  to  court 
'  the  friendihip  of  the  one  too  much,  and  we  may 
'  contemn  any  variance  that  we  may  happen  to  be 
'  in  with  the  other  :  but  if  we  fhould  ftrip  ourfeJves 
'  of  our  own  proper  defence,  we  muft  then  truft  in- 
'  tirely  to  one  of  thofe  powers  to  defend  us  againft 
'  the  other,  by  which  means,  we  fhould  foon  be 
'  brought  into  an  abfolute  dependence  upon  one  of 
'  thofe  powers,  and  fhould   be  obliged  to  join  in 

•  every  meafure,  and  to  agree  to  every  thing  that 
'  fuch  power  could  propofe  to  us.  And  as  I  am 
'  convinced  that  the  number  of  regular  forces  now 

*  propofed  to  be  kept  up,  is  abfolutely  necefTary  for 
^  our  ovv^n  proper  defence,  at  leaft  for  this  year,  there= 
^  fore  I  muft  be  againft  making  any  redudion. 

The  Earl  of  Strafford.     '  My  Lords,  I  fliall  rea-  ^ari  of 

*  dily  grant  that  there  is  a  continual  rivalfhip  be-  ^^'"I^^-^ 
'  tween  the  two  great  contending  powers  of  Europe ;  ^^"'  * 

'  there  always  will,  I  hope,  be  luch  a  rivalfhip ;  for 
'  if  ever  that  rivalfhip  fhould  ceafe,  which  it  never 
'  can  but  by  one  of  them  being  fwallowed  up  by 
'  the  other,  it  would  be  an  unlucky  thing  for  this 
'  nation,  as  well  as  for  all  the  reft  of  Europe  :  but, 
'  my  Lords,  are  we  to  keep  up  a  numerous  ftanding 
^  army  as  long  as  that  rivalfhip  fliall  continue  ?  If 

•  fo,  we  muft  never  think  of  any  redudlion  :  No, 
'  my  Lords,  that  rivalfhip  has  already  continued  for 

many  ages,  and  yet  we  have  always  fupported 
ourfelve^  againft  both,  without  having  ever  kept 
up  any  ftanding  army  ;  this  new  fort  of  defence 
has  been  but  lately  thought  on,  and  never  can  be  a 
proper  defence  for  this  nation :  The  only  way  we 
have  to  fecure  ourfelves  at  home,  to  make  ourfeiv^es 
confiderable  abroad,  and  to  force  a  refped  from 
both  thcfe  contending  powers,  is  to  do  as  we  have 
always  formerly  done,  to  put  our  whole  truft  in 
our  natural  ftrength,  v/hich  confifts  in  our  fleet, 

*  and 
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*  and  in  the  natural  bravery  of  our  men  in  general ; 
'  as  Jong  as  we  truft  to  this,  and  obferve  a  neutrahty 

*  as  to   both  thefe  contending  powers,  we  fhaJl  be 

*  courted  by  both  ^  we  may  fall  in  fom.etimes  with 

*  the  one  and  fometimes  with  the  other,  according 

*  as  may  befb  fuit  with  our  own  interefl  and  with 

*  the  circumflances  of  affairs  at  the  time  :   By  fuch  a 

*  management  we  fhall  always  be  able  to  hold  die 

*  balance  of  Europe  in  our  own  hands,  and  never  will 

*  have  any  occafion  either  to  court  the  friend fhip,  or 

*  to  fear  the  refentment  of  any  power  on  earth. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  if  we  begin  to  purfue  contrary 

*  meafures  ♦,  if  we  be  always  the  firft  to  enter  into 

*  alliances  with  the  powers  of  Europe^  and  the  ori- 

*  ginal  contrading  parties  in  mofl  treaties,  we  there- 
"^  by  give  the  power  of  holding  the  balance  of  Eu- 
"-  rope   out  of  our  hands ;  and   the  negledling  our 

*  fleet  and  our  militia,  for  t^ae  fake  of  keeping  up  a 

*  franding  army,  will  foon  render  us  contemptible  tq 

*  every  one  of  our  neighbours,   unlefs  we  refolve  to 

*  keep  up  a  much  more  numerous  army  than  what 

*  is  propofed  by  this  bill,  and  fuch  a  propofition 

*  will,  I  hope,  never  be  approved  of  by  a  majority 
*-  of  either  houfe  of  Parliament. 

*  A  Handing  army  and  a  military  law  has,  my 

*  Lords,  been  always  inconfulent  with  the  liberties 

*  of  the  people :  The  officers  and  foldiers  under  fuch 
'  a  regulation  are  always  obliged  to  give  the  moft 

*  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  their  fu- 

*  perior  officers  ;  they  muil  obferve  and  execute  the 

*  orders  they  receive  without  any  referve  or  hefita- 
^  tion  ;  they  muft  not  inquire  vvhether  their  orders 
'  be  according  to  law  ;  if  they  do,  they  are  guilty 
"-  of  mutiny,  and  may  be  imm.ediately  fhot  for  any 
*•  fuch  difobedience.     The  chief  commander  of  an 

*  army  muft  always    be  vefted  with   an  arbitrary 

*  and  abfolute  power  over  the  army,  and  if  this  ar- 
'  my  be  numerous,  he  may  cafily  by  their  means 
^  extend  his  pov^er  over  the  whole  people  of  the 

^  country 
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'  country  where  fuch  army  is  kept  up  ;  and  there- 
'  fore,  my  Lords,  in  all  countries  where  the  people 
'  have  any  regard  to  their  liberties,  they  ought  never 

*  to  keep  up  a  greater  number  of  regular  forces  than 
'  are  ablblutely  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  go- 
■  vernment,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  country 

*  againft  any  fudden  invafion  or  inroad  that  may 

*  be  made  by  a  foreign  enemy.  In  this  country  we 
'  have  the  happinefs  to  be  furrounded  by  the  fea, 
^  we  know  how  difficult  and  expenfive  it  is  to  make 
'  any  invafion  upon  us  with  any  great  body  of  men  ; 
^  any  fuch  invafion  we  muft  have  a  timely  warning 
f  of,  and  by  having  our  militia  in  good  order,  and 
'  our  men,  as  they  were  formerly,  all  trained  up  to 
'  arms  and  military  difcipline,  we  fhould  always  be 
*■  ble  to  draw,  upon  any  occafion,  and  in  any  place 

*  within  the  ifland,  a  great  army  together,  to  op- 
^  pofe  our  enemies,  if  they  fhould  happen  to  have 

*  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  our  fleet  at  fea.  In  our 
«  prefent  circumftances,  my  Lords,  and  confidering 

*  the  happy  fituation  of  our  country,  I  mufl  be  of 
'  opinion,  that  12,000  men  are  abundantly  fufficient 
^  for  all  the  good  ufes  we  can  have  for  them,  and 
^  therefore   I  fhall  give  my  affent  to  the  redudion 

*  propofed.' 

The  Duke  of  Argyle,     '  My  Lords,  I  agree  with  Duke  of 

*  thofe  Lords  who  fay,  that  we  ought  to  truft  to  our  f  e«h? 

*  fleet  \  we  have  good  reafon  to  do  fo,  and  we  accord- 

*  ingly  do  put  a  great  confidence  in  our  fleet.  It  is 
'  happy  for  us  that  we  are  furrounded  with  the  fea, 

*  for  if  it  were  otherwife,  if  there  were  any  commu- 

*  nication  by  land  between  our  neighbours  and  us, 

*  infl:ead  of  the  fmail  number  of  regular  forces  now 

*  propofed  to  be  kept  up,  it  would  be  neceffary  for 

*  us  to  keep  up  at  leafl:  three  times  the  number  :  Let 

*  us  but  confider  the  great  armies  that  are  kept  on 
^  foot  by  our  neighbours,  and  then  we  mufl:  con- 
?  cludej  that  if  they  could  invade  us  by  land,   a  re- 

3  '  gv^Iar 
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^  guJar  army  of  60,000  men  would  hardly  be  fuffi- 
'  cient  for  our  defence  ;  and  befides  this,  my  Lords, 
'  we  fhould  be  obhged  to  be  at  a  great  expence  in 

*  fortifying  all  our  cities  and  towns,  in   order  to 

*  prevent  our  country's  being  over-run  by  any  fud- 

*  den  invafion,  or  after  any  unfortunate  batde.  Thefe 
'  misfortunes  and  thefe  charges  we  are  kept  free 
*■  from,  by  our  being  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  as 

*  long  as  we  have  a  fleet  fuperior  to  that  of  any 
'  one  of  our  neighbours,  it  is  hardly  poffible  for 
'  them  to  invade  us  with  any  confiderable  armament ; 

*  but,  my  Lords,  we  are  not  to  truft  entirely  to  our 

*  fleet  for  proteding  us  againft  a  fmall  force  ;  a 
^  fmall  fleet  may  be  lb  fpeedily  prepared,  an  inva- 
^  fion  vAth  a  fmall  force  my  be  fo  fuddenly  made, 
'  that  the  troops  may  be  landed  before  we  have  any 
'  account  of  their  embarkation  :  at  leaft  fuch  a  fmall 
'  fleet  may  be  got  out  to  fea,  before  we  have  any 

*  account  of  their  defign  ;  and  if  they  be  once  got 
'  into  the  wide  ocean,  it  is  well  known  how  eafily 
^  they  may  efcape  being  met  with  by  our  fleet. 
'  If  fuch  a  thing  Ihould  happen,  if  ever  a  fmall 

*  number  of  regular  forces  fliould  be  landed,  and  we 

*  had  no  regular  forces  to  oppofe  to  them  at  their 
'  landing,  what  would  be  the  confequence  ?  Why, 
^  my  Lords,  we  might  be  fubdued  before  we  could 
'  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  any  refifl:ance  ;  for 

*  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  militia  of  this 
'  or  any  country  could  make  any  refiftance  agamfb 

*  a  body  of  regular  and  wellrdifciplined  veterans  ^ 
^  numbers  of  men  are  very  litde  to  be  depended  on  ; 

*  the  men  may  be  perionally   brave,  but  if  they 

*  want  difcipline,  a  very  numerous  body  of  men 
'  may  be  eafily  defeated  by  a  handful  of  regular  and 
^  well-difciplined  foldiers  :  This  we  may  be  con- 

*  vinced  of  from  hiflory ;  this  we  may  fee,  my 
'  Lords,  if  we  but  attend  to  what  happens  every  day 
'  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 

^  Ihavo 
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'  I  have,  my  Lords,  heard  gentlemen  contemn 
'  the  Spanijh  armada,  which  was  fitted  out  in  Queen 
'  Elizabeth^ s  time  againft  this  nation  ;  but  in  my 
'  opinion,  it  was  kicky  for  this  country  that  they 

*  never  got  to  the  fliore  :  they  had,  my  Lords, 

*  16,000  veteran   and   well-difcipHned  troops  on 

*  board,  which  were  to  have  been  reinforced  with  as 
'  many  more  as  foon  as  the  fleet  could  return  to 

*  fetch  them.  I  am  afraid,  if  that  armada  had  not 
'  met  with  the  fate  they  did  at  fea,  if  they  had  not 

*  been  diflipated  by  ilorms  and  winds,  that  wife 
«  Queen  would  not  have  found  a  great  deal  of  fafety 

*  in  the  miJitia  which  Ihe  had  raifed,  fhe  would  have 
'  found  even  the  greateft  number  of  them  but  a  very 

*  unequal  match  for  fuch  a  body  of  well-difciplined 
'  veterans.  And  but  lately,  my  Lords,  we  were 
'  again  in  great  danger  from  the  fame  country  ; 

*  then  indeed  they  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  match  for 

*  us  at  lea,  and  for  that  reafon  they  prepared  for  an 
'  invafion  upon  us  with  a  fmall  number  of  troops, 
'  and  they  did  it  fo  privately  and  fo  fpeedily,  that 
'  they  might  have  been  landed  before  we  knew  any 

*  thing  ot  their  defign,  if  their  fleet  had  not  again 
'  been  diflipated  by  fl:orms.  They  had  then,  it 
'  is  true,  but  a  fmall  number  of  regular  forces  •,  but 

*  few  as  they  were,  if  we  had  had  no  regular  forces 

*  to  have  oppofed  to  them,  they  would  have  been 
'  fufficient  for  the  defign,  confidering  the  great  af- 
'  liftance  they  would  have  got  from  the  difafl^eded, 
'  ar.d  tat  great  numbers  even  of  our  men  that  would 
^  have  joined  them  at  their  landing.  Even  notwith- 
'  ftanding  the  regular  forces  we  then  had  on  foot, 
'  we  do  not  know  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
'  fcquences  of  their  landing,  it  would  at  lead  have 
'  involved  our  country  in  a  civil  war,  our  liberties, 
'  our  properties,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us  would 
'  have  again  been  at  flake,  we  mud  again  have  con- 
^  tended  for  them  in  a  doubtful  field  of  battle.  Such 
'  defigns,  my  Lords,  wiifalways  be  forming  againfl: 
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«  us,  if  we  reduce  our  army  too  low,  and  fome  fuch 
'  defign  or  other  would  probably  be  the  confequence 

*  of  our  agreeing  to  the  redudion  propofed. 

'  It  is  certain,  my  Lords,  that  every  country  muft 

*  have  fomething  to  tnift  to  for  its  defence  againft 
'  its  enemies  ;  it  muft  have  fome  force,  fome  power 

*  to  protect  it  againft  invaders  ^  if  it  has  not  a  re- 
'  gular  army  of  its  own  fubje6ts  to  truft  to,  there 

*  muft  be  fome  other  power  fubftituted  in  the  room 

*  thereof.  For  my  part,  I  have  confidered  this 
'  queftion  as  much,  I  believe,  as  any  man  ever  did  ; 
'  I  have  converfed  with  a  great  many  gentlemen 

*  upon  the  fubje6l,  and  I  have  read,  I  believe,  all 
'  that  ever  was  wrote  upon  the  head  ;  and  the  whole, 

*  in  my  opinion,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  three  ex- 

*  pedients,  which  are  propofed  in  the  room  of  a 
'  ftanding  army  of  our  own  lubje6ts ;  to  wit,  our 

*  fleet,  our  militia,  or  an  army  of  foreign  auxilia- 

*  ries. 

*  As  to  our  trufting  altogether  to  our  fleet,  the 

*  experience  of  all  ages  lliews  us  the  precarioufnefs 
'  of  fuch  a  dependence  ;  befides  the  inftances  I  have 

*  already  given,  we  know  what  danger  we  were  in, 

*  in  the  year  1 708.     The  invafion  defigned  upon  us 

*  at  that  time  might  very  probably  have  taken  ef- 
'  fe6l,  notwithftanding  of  our  fleet,  if  the  French 
'  commanders  had  had  general  or  difcretionary  or- 

*  ders  ;  but  happily  for  us  they  had  peremptory  or- 

*  ders  to  land  only  at  fuch  a  particular  place,  and  it 
^  not  being  in  their  power  to  land  at  that  place, 

*  their  orders  did  not  permit  them  to  land  at  any 
'  other.  In  that  country  the  cuftom  then  was,  for 
'  the  King's  council  and  minifters  to  dire6l  both 
'  their  generals  and  their  admirals  in  every  particu- 

*  lar  part  of  their  conduct ;  a  lady  perhaps  gave  di- 

*  redlions  to  the  general  when  to  fight,  and  a  fecre- 
'  tary  of  ftate,  who  perhaps  never  faw  a  fliip  in  his 
'  life,  gave  orders  to  their  admiral  how  to  fail :  To 

*  this  it  was  we  owed  our  fafety  at  that  time,  for 

'  by 
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*  by  the  orders  their  admiral  had,  he  could  not  well 

*  avoid  being  met  with  by  our  fleet ;  but  this  was 

*  not  the  only  thing  that  then  faved  us  from  having 

*  a  civil  war  kindled  up  in  the  bowels  of  our  native 

*  country ;  that  invafion  might  have  taken  effe(5l> 

*  that  fleet  might  have  failed,  and  the  troops  might 

*  have  been  landed  according  to  thofe  peremptory 

*  orders,  before  we  could  poffibly  have  fitted  out  a 

*  fleet  to  have  intercepted  them,  if  it  had  not  been 
'  for  a  private  pique  or  a  fort  of  jcaloufy  between 
'  two  great  ladies  at  the  court  of  France^  by  which 

*  their  preparations  at  Dunkirk  were  retarded,   and 

*  their  fleet  kept  from  failing  for  feveral  weeks, 
'  whereby  we  had  time  to  prepare  for  their  recep- 
'  don,  and  to  fit  out  that  fleet  which  prevented  their 

*  landing  at  the  place  they  were  ordered  to. 

'  Even  the  happy  revolution,  my  Lords,  is  an 

*  infl:ance  how  little  a  fleet  is  to  be  depended  on ; 

*  it  is  well  known,  that  King  Willimn^  in  his  way  to 

*  England  at  that  time,   came  in  fight  of  the  Englijh 

*  fleet,  which  was  well  provided,   and  able  enough 

*  to  have  fought  him  ;  but  the  winds  were  fo  con- 

*  trary,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  Englijh  fleet  to 
'  come  up  with  the  Dutch  -,  if  they  had,  my  Lords, 
'  that  glorious  attempt,  by  which  we  recovered  our 
'  liberties,  might  have  been  defeated :  By  this  acci- 
'  dent  we  then  recovered  our  liberties,  but  if  we 
'  fhouid  ever  refolve  to  trufl:  intirely  to  our  fleet, 
'  the  fame  accident  may  hereafter  be  the  caufe  of 
^  our  lofing  them. 

'  The  fecond  expedient  propofed  in  the  room  of 
'  a  Handing  army,  is  the  militia :  Now,   my  Lords, 
'  confidering  the  prefent  ilate  of  our  militia,   I  be- 
lieve, it  will  noe  be  pretended  that  we  can  trufr  to 

*  them  j   I  confefs,   my  Lords,  that  the  militia  of  a 

*  country  may  be  bi*ought  under  fuch  exact  difci- 
■  pline,  as  to  make  them  almofl:  equal  to  any  regu- 
lar troops ',  but,  I  believe,  fuch  a  thing  is  not  to 
be  done  in  this  country  :   We  nov/  fee  how  much 

^  grumbling 
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*  grumbling  is  occafioned  by  the  militia's  being  cal- 

*  led  out   to  exercife  but  once  a  year,  and  from 

*  thence  we  may  judge  what  would  be  the  confe- 

*  quence  if  they  were  to  be  called  out  once  or  twice 

*  a  week,  which  would  be  abfolutely  necelTary,    in 

*  order  to  keep  them  all  fo  well-difciplined  as  that 

*  they  might  be  depended  on  for  immediate  fervice 

*  upon  any  occafion.  I  have,  n:y  Lords,  often 
'  heard  it  infilled  on,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a  ftand- 
'  ing  army  raifes  difafi^edion   to  the  government ; 

*  this  I  cannot  agree  widi ;  but  from  what  I  daily  fee, 

*  I  mud  conclude,   that  the  laying  the  whole  milina 

*  of  the  kingdom  under  a  necefTity  of  marching  out 

*  to  exercife  once  or  twice  every  week,  would  raife 

*  a  mofl  terrible  difaffedlion  againft  the  government; 

*  and  the  difaffe6lion  would  be  the  more  terrible, 

*  becaufe  the  difaffeded  would  not  only  have  arms 
'  in  their  hands,  but  would  have  fome  fort  of  fkill 

*  in  ufing  them. 

*  I  have,  my  Lords,  feen  a  great  many  projeds 

*  for  keeping  the  militia  under  a  good  difciphne,  but 
'  in  my  opinion,  every  one  of  them  would  in  this 

*  country  prove  to  be  impracticable,  ineffedual,  or 

*  much  more  expenfive  to  the  public  than  the  re-- 

*  gular  army  now  kept  up.     But,  my  Lords,  fup- 

*  pofing  fuch  a  projedt  to  be  pradicable,  fuppofing 

*  that  the  militia  could  be  kept  under  exad  difcipline, 

*  what  is  the  difference  as  to  our  liberties  ?  Is  a  fol- 

*  dier  in  a  red  coat  more  dangerous  to  our  liberties, 
^  than  a  foldier  in  a  black,  a  blue  or  a  white  coat  ? 
^  For  my  part,  I  can  fee  nothing  more  terrible  in 
'  red  than  I  can  fee  in  any  other  colour,  nor  can  I 
«  think  that  an  army  in  red  is  miore  terrible  or  more 
<  dangerous  to  our  liberties  than  an  army  in  black  : 

*  I  do  not  know,  indeed,  but  the  latter  may  be  the 

*  moll  dangerous  of  the  two  •,  they  have  certainly 
'  done  much  more  mifchief  to  m.ankind,  and  to  this 
'  country  in  particular.     As  to  tlie  power  of  the 

'  King, 
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King,  it  is  the  fame  over  the  militia  that  it  is  over 
a  ftanding  army,  he  has  an  abfolute  command^ 
'  and  names  all  the  officers  in  the  one  as  well  as  in 
'  the  other  ;  a4id  if  he  were  to  make  any  atteitipts 
'  upon  our  liberties,  would  it  not  be  as  eafy  for 
'him  to  model  the  militia,  as  it  would  be  to  model 

*  the  army  i         ^ 

'  As  for  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army's  be- 
'  ing  obliged  to  obey  the  orders  they  receive  from 
'  their  fuperior  officers,  without  any  limitation  or 
'  controul,  it  is  certain,  my  Lords,  they  are  not; 
'  they  are  obliged  to  obey  only  legal  orders ;  if  they 
'  ffiould  receive  any  illegal  commands,  they  may 
'  difobey  with  impunity.  U  I  were  upon  the  head 
'  of  my  regiment,  and  ffiould  order  them  to  ffioot  a 

*  gentleman  innocently  paffing  by,  might  not  my 
'  regiment  refufe  to  obey  any  fuch  orders  ?  Can  it  be 
'  faid  that  they  would  be  found  guilty  of  mutiny, 
'  or  condemned  to  be  ffiot  by  a  court-martial  for 
'  fuch  refufal  ?  No,  my  Lordsj  their  condudl  would 
'  be  approved  of  by  any  court-martial,  their  difobe- 

*  dience  would  be  commended,  and  the  only  perfon 

*  to  be  condemned,  would  be  he  who  gave  the  ille- 

*  gal  orders.  The  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army 
'  are  therefore  in  this  as  well  as  in  mod  other  refpc(5ls 
'  upon  the  fame  footing  with  thofe  of  the  militia,  or 
'  at  leail  upon  the  fame  footing  that  the  militia  muft 
'  be  put  onj  before  they  can  be  made  ufeful  for  the 
'  defence  of  the  nation. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords^  it  appears,  that  with  refpe6t 
'  to  our  liberties,  a  ftanding  army  of  our  own  fub- 
'  je6h  can  be  no  more  dangerous  than  a  well-ordered 

*  and  a  well-difciplined  militia  ;  and  by  late  expe- 
'  rience  we  find,  that  they  behaved  after  the  fame 
'manner,  when  they  found  that  attempts  were  mak- 
'  ing  againft  the  liberties  of  the  nation  :  In  the  reign 

*  of  the  late  King  James^  the  army  behaved  in  the 

*  fame  manner  as  the  militia  had  done  under  his  fa- 
!  ther.     It  is  a  fort  of  article  of  faich  among  fome 

Vol..  X.  Ee  .^people^ 
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«  people,  to  believe  that  no  atte'mpts  were  made  a- 
'  gainft  our  liberties  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
'  But,  my  Lords,  the  cafe  is  fo  far  otherwife,  that 

*  his  whole  reign,  at  leaft  from  the  beginning  to  the 

*  year  1641,  was  a  continued  fcene  of  the  moftarbi- 

*  trary  and  oppreffive  meafures  that  were  ever  pur- 
'  fued  in  any  country  in  Europe ;  what  by  his  court 
'  of  ftar-chamber,  and    by  his  fpiritual  courts    (of 

*  thefe  h^^  I  think,  my  Lords,  we  have  fome   ftill 

*  remaining)  did  not  he  opprefs  the  fubje6l  in  the 
'  moil  unprecedented  manner  ?  Even  the  firft  fet 
'  of  miniflers  he  had,  began  to  encroach  upon  the 

*  liberties  of  their  country  ;  but  after  them  he  got  a 
'  fpiritual  prime  minifter,  an  archbifhop,  who  foon 

*  drove  the  nail  to  the  head,  and  lai-d  the  people  un- 

*  der  a  necelTity  of  taking  arms  in  defence  of  their 
'  liberties  and  their  privileges :  That  king  and  his 

*  minifters  had  taken  all  poflible  care  to  model  the 
'  militia,  he  had  the  fupreme  command  over  them, 

*  he  had  named  fuch  officers  over  them  as  he  tho'jght 

*  would  do  whatever  he  pleafed  ;  but  what  was  the 
'  confequence  ?  When  affairs  were  come  to  this  cri- 
'  fis,  that  they  faw  they  muft  fight  either  for  the  li- 
'  berties  of  the  people  or  againft  them,  many  of  thofe 
'  ofHcers  the  King  had  named  took  party   againtl 

*  him,  and  the  orders  of  thofe  who  appeared  for 
'  him  were  in  many  places  defpifed  by  the  private 
'  men.  The  army  under  his  fon  behaved  in  the 
'  very  famie  manner,  and  it  will  always  be  fo  ;  in 

*  the  cafe  of  a  civil  war,  the  army  being  part  of 
'  the  people,  they  will  certainly  behave  as  the  people 

*  do  5  they  will  divide,  and  every  man  will  join 

*  that  party  which  he  thinks  mod  in  the  right. 

*  Now,  my  Lords^  as  to  auxiliary  troops,  I  be- 

*  Have  no  man  will  pretend  that  we  ought  to  keep  a 
'  ftanding  army  of  foreign  auxiliaries  within  the 
'  kingdom,  and  if  we  fhould  upon  any  occafion  call 

*  any  fuch  to  our  afliftance,  we  are  not  very  fure  that 
I  they  will  go  out  ?^mXi  U  OUr  defire :    It  has  been 

'       '  •moft 


A.  1733.        DEBATES.  419 

'  moll  jiiilly  obferved  by  a  very  great  author,  that 
'  whatever  country  truiis  Ivr  defence  to  foreign  auxi- 
'  liaries,   muft  become  the  flave  of  thofe  in  whom 

*  fhe  puts  her  truft.  But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing  that 
'•  foreign  auxiHaries  called  in  to  our  affiffance,  would 
'  always  leave  us  whenever  we  had  a  mind  ;  yet  ex- 
^  pcrience  has  fhewn  us,  that  we   cannot  always  de- 

*  pend  upon  their  coming  to  our  alTiftance  as  foon  as 
'  called.     The  late  unnatural  rebellion  afforded  us 

*  an  inftance  of  this  •,  that  rebellion  which  broke 
'  gut  againfthis  late  Majefty  foon  after  his  accelTion, 
'  and  I  am  fure  he  had  done  nothing  to  deferve  that 

*  treatment,  he   had   done  injuftice  to  no   man,  he 

*  had  made  no  incroachment  upon  our  liberties,  yet 
'  fuch  a  dangerous  infurredion  brokeout  againll  him, 

*  and  v/e  had  at  the  fame  time  fofew  troops  of  our 
'  own,  that   we   were  obliged  to  fend  to  our  allies 

*  for   that  afilftance  which  they  were  engaged  by 

*  treaties  to  give  us :  Unluckily  it  had  happened,  that 
^  the  Biitch^  for  fome  time  before,  had  been  fo  much 
'  addicted  to  that  political  maxim,  of  reducing  their 

*  army,  that  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  maJce 
'  good  their  engagements  to  us.  When  we  applied 
^  to  them,  we  were  anfwered,  that  they  had  no 
'  more  than  was  abfolutely  necefTary  for  maintaining 

*  their  garrifons  j  fo   that  we  were  obliged  to  hire 

*  troops  in  Germany^  and  to  wait  till  they  marched 
'  down  to  the  Butch  garrifonSjbefore  we  could  have  a 
^  man  of  the  Dutch  troopsto  march  to  our  afliftance  • 

*  And  we  had  at  that  time  fo  few  troops  of  our  own, 
'  that  for  fome  time  after  my  arrival  'mScotland^\\\2,6. 
'  but  1600  men  to  make  head  againfh  almoft  as  ma- 

*  n.y  thoufands,  then  up  in  arms  in  that  country  againll 
'  the  government.  It  is  very  wrong  to  imagine  that 
'  in  time  of  danger  the  whole  regular  army  we  have 

*  can  be  brought  together,  they  muft  in  fuch  cafes  be 
'  divided  in  feveral  detachments,  and  a  detachment 
'  left  at  every   place  where  any    danger  nray   be 

*  dreaded  5  fo  that  even  from  the  number  now  pro- 

E  e  2  pofed. 
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*  pofed,  it  would  not  be  pofTible  to  form  a  body  of 

*  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  in  any  part  of  the  king- 

*  dom,  except  jufl:  about  the  city  of  London. 

'  In   the   late   affair^  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  did  at 

*  laft  arrive,  though  not  till  after  the  rebellion  was 

*  in  a  great  meafure  defeated  :  But,   my  Lords,  I 

*  fhall  never  defirc  to  fee  any  more  foreign  auxiliaries 
'  in  this  country ;  I  had  been  long  in  the  fervice 
'  of  the  States  General,  I  was  once  a  General  in  their 
'  army,  from  whence  one  would  expe61:  that  I  might 

*  have  had  as  much  authority  over  their  troops  as  any 
*'  Britifh  General  could  have,  and  yet  I  had  a  very 
'  ^eat  deal   of  difficulty  to  keep  them  in  any  tole- 

*  rable  order :  They  v^ere  mighty  apt  to  mifcake  a 

*  friend  for  ^  foe,  efpecially  if  they  faw  any  thing 
'  that  was  worth  taking.  1  was  an  eye-witnels  of  the 
'  many  hardfhips  our  bed  fnbjedis  fuffered  from  thefe 

*  foreign  auxiliaries  ;  I  then  did  vvhat  I  could  to  re- 

*  medy  them,  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  fuch  for 

*  the  future,  I  fhall  always  be  againft  any  meafure 
'  which  may  tend  towards  laying  the  government  un- 

*  der  a  neceffity  of  calling  in  foreign   auxiliaries. 

*•  I  cannot  imagine  how  fome  people  have  got  in- 

*  to  that  way  of  thinking,  that  the  liberties  of  all  the 

*  countries  in  Europe  have  been  overturned  by 
'  ftanding  armies ;  I    do  not  know  one  country  in 

*  Europe^  whofe  liberties  have  been  overturned  by 
*"  their  ftanding  army.  It  is  a  miftake  to  fay  fo  of 
'  the  Romans  5  the  liberties  of  Rome  were  in  a  great 
'  meafure  overturned  by  the  luxury  and  corruption 

*  that  had  crept  in  among  the  people  long  before 
'  the  time  of  Julius  Cafar  \  and  in  his  time,  their 
'  (landing  army  were  fo  far  from  being  the  only 
'means  of  overturning  the  liberties  of  i^^^;?^,  that 

*  the  greatefl  part  of  the  Handing  army  joined 
'  againft  Julius  C^far  ;  but  he  had  a  devil ifh  head 
^  of  his  own,  fo  that  by  his  own  good  condudl,  and 

*  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  he  got  the  better  of  his 

*  enemies^ 
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'  enemieSf  though  they  had  the  greateft  numbers  e- 

*  ven  of  regular  troops  on  their  fide.  If  the  Ro- 
'  mans    at    that  time   had   had  no  (landing  army, 

*  would  noc  the  people,   would    not  the  very  mob 

*  have    done    the    fame  ?     Every    man  who    had 

*  courage,  or  who  could  hz  perfuaded  to  go  to  fight, 
'  would  have  joined  that  party  he  liked  bell  ;  the 
'  commander,  who  could  make  the  beft  ufe  of 
'  thofe  that  joined  him,  would  have  got  the  advan- 
'  tage,  and  the    vidorious  army  would  have   had 

*  it  in  their  power  to  have  fettled  the  future  form 

*  of  government  upon  what  footing  they  had  a 
^  mind. 

'  It  is  the  fame  with  refped  to  all  the  other  qoun- 
'  tries  of  Europe  where  arbitrary  power  is  or  ever 
'  was  eftabliflied.  In  France  it  is  certain  that  their 
'  liberties  were  overturned  long  before  they  ever  had 
'  fuch  a  thing  as  a  (landing  army  ;  the  olded  regi- 

*  ment  or  corps  of  regular  troops  in  France^  is 
^  what  they  call  the  regiment  of  Picardie  •,  that  re- 
^  giment  was  raifed  only  in  the  fird  or  fecond  year 
^  of  the  reign  of  our  Q^^tn  Elizabeth^  and  it  is  well 

*  known  that  long  before  that  time  the  liberties  of 
'  the  French  people  were  intirely  deftroyed.  In 
'  Spain  we  know  that  it  was  their  prieds  that  de- 
'  ftroyed  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  by 
'  means  of  their  inquifition,    that   their    arbitrary 

*  government  is  to  this  day  fupported  ;  by  means 

*  of  that  terrible  fpiritual  court,  their  prieds   fup- 

*  pert  their  own  defpotic  rule  not  only  over  the  peo- 
'  pie,  but   like  wife  over  the  court,  and  even  over 

*  their  army  too.     In  Sweden^    my  Lords,  it  was 

*  likewife  their  prieds   that  formerly  edablifhed  an 

*  arbitrary  rule  in  that  country,  and  it  was  by  their 
'  army  that  their  liberties  were  redored;  and  in 
'  Denmark  it  was  a  houfe  of  Commons  that  furren- 
'  dered  up  their  own  liberties  to  the  crown  •,  they 
*firft  gave  up  their  liberties,  and  thereby  they 
^  enabled  their  King  to  get  himfelf  declared   the 

E  e  3  *  abfolute 
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^  abfolute  and  the  arbitrary  fovereign  over  the  whole 

*  country. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  we  may  find  that  a  ftanding 

*  army  never  had  in  any  country  the  chief  hand  in  de- 

*  ftroying  the  Hberties  of  their  country  ;  nor  indeed 

*  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  they  ever  will :  Can  it  be 

*  fuppofed  that  any  man  of  common  fenfc,  who  has 

*  a  good  poft  in  the  army,  and  has   the  laws  of  his 

*  country   for   his  protection  as   k^pg  as  he  behaves. 

*  well  ;  can  it,  I  fiy,  my  Lords,  be  fuppofed  that 
'any  fuch  man  v/ill  ever  join  in  meafures  for  fub- 
'  jedling  himfelf  to  the  uncontroulable  will  ami  gid- 

*  dy  pleafure  of  anyone  man  ?  He  mufi:  know,  that 

*  true  honour  and  virtue,  or  a  faithful  performance 
'  of  his  duty,  could  then  be  no  protediion  to  him  ; 
'  his  life,  his  eftate,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear    to 

*  him  mull:  then  depend   on    the  mere  pleafure  of  a 

*  court ;  and  every  man  knows  that  about  courts, 
'  true  honour  and  virtue  often  fall  a  facrifice  to  whif- 
'  pers,  to  deceitful  infinuations,  and  to  falfeandpri- 

*  vate  accufations  :  Is  it  then  reafonable  to  prefume, 
'  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  who  are  by  their 

*  education  bred  ftranger^,  to  the  low  arts  and  vile 

*  pradices  ufual  about  courts,  will  ever  give  up  that 

*  honourable  dependence  they  have  upon  their  own 

*  behaviour  and  the  laws  of  their  country,  for  the 
'  fake  of  a  flavirti  dependence  upon  any  court  what- 

*  ever:  For  my  part,  it  is  not  poffible  for  me  to  fu- 

*  fpe6t  any  fuch  thing,  and  therefore  I  cannot  from 
^  thence  draw  any  argument  againft  keeping  up  a 

*  /landing  army  in  this  country. 

^  But,  my  Lords,    it  is   not  propofed   that  we 

*  fhould  put  our  whole  trull  in  the  army  ;  the  num- 
'  ber  propofed  is  no  way  fufficient  for  that  purpofe  ; 

*  the  army  now  propofed  is  only  for  protec5ling  the 
'  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country  againft  fudden  in- 

*  vafions,  with  a  fmall  number  of  troops,  or  againft 
'^  little  infurre6lions,    or   rather   mobs,    that    may 

*  be  raifed  by  a  few  difcontented  fubje6i:s :  But  the 

'  main 
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*  main  ftrength  of  this  nation,  and  that  upon  which 

*  we  principally   depend,  is  the  fuperiority  of  our 

*  fleet,   and   the   bravery  of  our  men   in    general : 

*  Let  us  continue  to  preferve  the  prefcnt  fuperiority 
«  we  have  as  to  our  fleet  ;  ht  us  continue  to  culti- 
'  vate  bravery  and  military  difcipline  as  much  as 
'  poflible  among  our  men  in  general  -,  but  do  not 
'  let  us,  for  the   fake  of  groundlefs  jealoufies    and 

*  pretended  fears,  expofe  the  peace  of  our  country 

*  to  be  difl:urbed  by  every  neighbouring  fl:ate,  who 
'  fliall   take  it  in    their  heads  fo  to  do,    or  Sy  every 

*  fubjed  who  fhall  be  prompted  by  his    refentment 

*  or  ambition  to  rebel  againfl:  the  government  of  his  ^ 
'  CQuntry.' 

After  the  Duke  of  Jrgyle  had  done  fpeaking,  the 
Lord  Bathurft  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  eff^ed  as 
follows,  viz, 

^  The  noble  Duke,   my  Lords,  who  fpoke  Jafl-,  Lord  Ba^ 

*  has  fpoke  fo  fully  and  fo  well  in  favour  of  a  ftand-  f'^^f^^^ 

*  ing  army,  that  if  it  were  poflible  to  convince  me 
'  that  a  fl:anding  army  is  conflfl:ent  with  the  liberties 
'  of  any  country,  that  noble  Duke  would  have  done 
'  it ;  I  fliould  even  be  afraid  to  rife  up  to  off^er  any 
'  thing  in  anfwer  to  what  he  has  fo  well  faid  upon 

*  that  fubjedt,  if  it  were  not,  that  I  think  myfelf  un- 
'  der  a  necefHty  ©f  giving  your  Lordfliips  fome  rea- 

*  fon  for  my  voting,  as  I  fhall  do  in  the  important 

*  queftion  now  before  us. 

'  I  was  glad,  my  Lords,  to  hear  that  noble  Duke 
^  allow,  that  the  militia  of  the  kingdom  might  be 

*  put  upon  fuch  a  footing  as  to  be  ufeful  for  our  de- 
'  fence:  This  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  done,  becaufe 

*  I   think  it   the  only   defence,  next  to  our  fleet, 

*  which  we  can  with  any  fafety  trufl:  to ;  and  as  there 

*  is  no  man  more  capable  than  he,  of  putting  us 

*  in  a  way  of  making  our  ipilitia  ufeful,  I  wifli 

E  e  4  !  he 
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*  he  would  give  us  his  thoughts  upon  that  fubjeft  i 

*  I  am  fare  there  is  nothing  he  can  offer  but  what 
•?  will  be  well  received  and  readily  agreed  to.     As  to 

*  the  expence  of  keeping  our  mihtia  under  a  proper 
*^  difcipline,  I  do  not   think  that  it   is  of  any  con- 

*  fideration   in  the  prefent  queftion  ;  if  it  fhould  a- 

*  mount  to  a  great  deal  more  than  what  we  now  pay 
^  for  maintaining  our  regular  army,  it  would  be  an 
f  argument    of    no   weight    with   me    againfl   the 

*  fcheme,  for  I  am  fure  if  the  expence  were  great- 
f  er,  our  power  would  be  rendered  in  proportion 
'  much  more  extenfive,  and  our  liberties  much  more 

*  fecure. 

Mf,  my  Lords,  the  militia  were  to   be  put  upcji 
^  a  proper  and  a  right  footing,  if  they  were  to  be^ 
'^  put  upon  fuch  a  footing  as  to  be  really  ufeful  for 

*  the  defence  of  the  country,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppo- 

*  fedj  that  the  people  would  grumble  at  any  charge 

*  or  inconvenience  they  were  put  to   upon  fuch  a 

*  neceilary  and  reafonable    account.      The    many 

*  loads  they  have  quietly  fubmitted  to  of  late  years, 

*  fhew    us,  that    they   are     not   apt   to   grumble, 

*  when  they  are  convinced  of  the  reafon  of  the 
*thiBg;  but  at  prefent  they  know,  that  the  militia 
^  are  of  no  public  ufe,  they  know  that  the  drawing 
'  them  out  to  excercife  tends  to  no  end  but  that 
'  of  putting  money  in  the  pockets  of  the  officers, 

*  and  therefore  they  grumble  when  they  find  them- 

*  felves  put  to  any  expence  upon  fuch  an  unprofi- 

*  table  account. 

*.  Though  the  militia  of  the  kingdom  be  under 
•^  the  comifnand  of  the  King,  though  their  officers 

*  be  all  named  by  the  King,  yet  under  fuch  a  mi- 
« litary  force,  our  liberties  muft  be  fafe  :  The  mi- 

*  litia  of  the  kingdom  are  the  people  af  the  king- 

*  do|n,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  make  ufe  of  the  peo- 

*  pie  for  opprefllng  the  liberties  of  the  people  ^   but 
^  ftanding  army  of  regular  forces,  foon  begin  to 

Moofc 
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*  look  upon  themfclves  as  a  body  feparate  and  di- 
^  ftindl  from  the  people  -,  and  if  the  people  in  gene- 
'  ral  negled  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  truft  intirely  to 
'  fuch  a  military  force  for  their  defence,  the  King, 

*  who  has  the  ablblute  command  over  them,  may 
'  eafily  fall  upon  ways  and  means  to  make  ufe  of 
^  them  for  opprefTing  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;  by 
^  granting  particular  favours  to  fuch  a  military  force, 

*  and  by  preferving  the  affedions  of  a  few  men  bred 
^  up  to  arms  and  military  difcipline,  he  may  do 
^  whatever  he  pleafes  with  the  multitude,  who  have 

*  neither  arms  in  their  hands,  nor  any  knowledge 
'  how  to  ufe  them  if  they  had.  What  the  noble 
^  Duke  faid  as  to  auxiliaries,  is  moft  certainly  true  ; 
'  thofe  who  truil  intirely  to  auxiliaries  for  their  de- 

*  fence,  mult  always  be  flaves  to  thofe  in  v/hom  they 
^  put  their  truft.    It  is,  my  Lords,  for  this  very  rea- 

*  Ion  that  I  am  againft  a  (landing  army  -,  for  it  holds 
^.equally  true  of  a  ftanding  army  of  our  own  fub- 
'  jetls,  as  of  an  army  of  foreign  auxiliaries  ;  whoever 

*  trufts  his  defence  to  any  thing  but  himfelf,  muft 
'  be  a  flave  to  that  in  which  he  puts  his  truft  *,  and 
'  whatever  people  put  their  whole  truft  in  a  ftanding 

*  army,  even  of  their  own  fubjedls,  will  foon  come 
^  to  be  as  great  flaves  as  the  people  who  put  their 
^  truft  in  an  army  of  foreign  troops  ;  the  mafters 
^  may  be  different,  but  the  flavery  is  the  fame,  and 
^  will  be  equally  grievous. 

'  I  believe  it  was  never  faid,  that  a  ftanding  army 
^  is  the  only  method  by  which  an  arbitrary  power 
^  may  be  eftabliflied  ;  there  are,  without  doubt,  o- 

*  ther  means  by  which  it  may  be  eftabliihed,  but  I 
'  am  fure  that  it  can  never  be  long  fupported  with- 
^  out  a  ftanding  army.  By  a  political  and  cunning 
f  adminiftration,  the  people  may  be  cheated  out  of 
^  their  liberties  ;  by  fome  fpecious  pretence  or  ano- 
■*  ther  they  may  be  induced  to  give  up  all  thofe  bar- 
^  riers  which  are  the  defence  and  the  protedion  of  their 
i  ^berties  and  privilegeSj  but  the  fraud  will  at  laft  be 

^  *  dif-^ 
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*  difcovered,  and  as  foon  as  it  is,  the  people  will  re- 

*  fume  their  antient  privileges,  if  there  be  no  new 

*  fort  of  power  eilabliihed  for  protecting  the  arbi- 

*  trary  government  againft  any  fuch  refumption, 
'  which  power  can  never  confift  in  any  thing  elfe  but 

*  a  Handing  army  of  fome  kind  or  other. 

*  A  {landing  army  muft  therefore,  my  Lords,  be 

*  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liberties  of  every 
'  country.  In  fome  free  countries  there  may  be,  at 
^  lead,  a  fhewof  reafon  for  their  fubmitting  to  fuch 
'  a  danger  ;  but  in  this  country  there  cannot  be  fo 

*  much  as  a  Ihew  of  reafon  ;  we  have  a  fleet  fupe- 
'  rior  to  that  of  any  of  our  neighbours,  and  we  know 
'  how  difficult  it  is  for  any  of  our  neighbours  to  in- 
'  vade  us  with  a  confiderable  force  ;  fuch  defigns 
'  muft  always  be  difcovered  long  before  they  can  be 
'  ready  for  execution  ;  and  as  long  as  we  preferve  a 

*  fuperior  fleet,  we  fhall  always  have  it  in  our  power 
'  to  prevent  the  execution  of  any  fuch  dengn  :  but 
'  granting  that  they  fhould,  by  any  ftrange  fatality 
'  or  negligence,  efcape  our  fleets  at  fea,  yet  fl:ill  we 
'  fhould  have  time  to  prepare  for  their  reception  ;  if 

*  our  militia  be  always  kept  in  good  order,  and  un- 

*  der  a  proper  difcipline,  they  will  be  fufficient  for 

*  our  defence,  againft  any  power  that  can  be  brought 
'  again fl:  us,  as  long  as  the  King  is  pofl^eflled  of  the 
'  afi^e6lions  of  the  people  in  general,  and  thofe  he 
"-  can  never  lofe  fo  readily  as  by  defpiflng  the  peo- 
'  pie,  and  trufting  intirely  to  his  (landing  army. 

'  As  for  thofe  fmall  invafions  which  the  noble 
'  Duke  was  pleafed  to  mention,  what  though  they 
'  had  landed  ?  What  would  have  been  the  confe- 
'  quence  ?  I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  to  be  imagi- 
'  ned,notwithflanding  the  contemptible  ftate  to  which 
'  our  militia  has  been,  by  negle6l,  reduced,  that  this 
'  country  is  to  be  conquered  by  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
•^  men.  Even  the  late  King  William^  though  he 
'  had  efcaped  the  Englijh  fleet,  where  it  is  fuppofed 
*'  "he  had  a  good  many  friends,  though  he  had  dou- 

^  blc 
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'  ble  that  number  of  men,  and  though  he  got  all  his 
'  troops  fafely,  and  without  oppofition,  laoded  upon 
'  the  EngliJJj  fhore  ;  yet,  my  Lords,  upon  his  feeing 
^  fo  few  come  in  to  join  him  upon  his  firft  landing, 
'  he  was  very  near  going  off  again.  It  is  not  an  eafy 
'  matter  to  bring  about  a  revolution  againft  an  efta- 
'  bli Hied    government;   but   it  is  flill  much  more 

*  difficult  to  come  in  as  conqueror*,  and  pretend  to 
'  fubdue  fuch  a  powerful  and  populous  country  as 
'  this  is.  And  if  the  great  King  William^  who  came 
'  to   relieve  us   from  flavery  and  opprelTion,  who 

*  brought  along  with  him  fo  great  an  army  and  fo 
'  powerful  a  fleet;  if  he,  I  fay,  was  fo  doubtful  of 

*  fuccefs  upon  his  firft  landing,  what  have  we  to  fear 
'  from   any  fmall  invadon  ?    Surely  from  fuch  the 

*  nation  can  never  have  any  thing  to  fear,  whatever 

*  fuch  a  government  as  that  of  King  James's  was, 
'  may  have  to  fear  from  fuch  fmall  invafions,  encou- 

*  raged,  called  in  and  fupported  by  the  generality  of 
'  our  people  at  home.  This  is  a  cafe  which  I  hope 
'  never  will  again  happen  ;  it  is  a  cafe  againft  which 

*  we  are   not   to  provide ;    and  for  thefe  reafons  1 

*  fhall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  redu6lion  propofed. 

*  As  to  our  armies  not  being  obliged  to  obey  any 
'  but  legal  orders,  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  whe- 
'  ther  it  be  fo  or  not  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  no- 
^  ble  Duke  has  given  us  a  good  hint  for  an  amend- 

*  ment  to  the  bill  ;  this  word  legale  ought  certainly 
'  to  be  put  in,  and  then,  in  cafe  of  any  difobedience 

*  to  fuch  orders,  a  council  of  war  would  certainly 
^  have  it  in  their  power,  to  examine  firft  into  the  le- 

*  gality  of  the  orders  given,  as  to  which  there  may 
'  be  fome  doubt,  as  the  bill  ftandsatprefent ;  it  may 
^  be  at  leaft  alledged,  that  as  the  bill  nowftands,  the 
^  council  of  war  would  be  obliged  to  pafs  fentence 
'  againft  the  foldiers  for  mutiny,  whatever  they 
^  might  afterwards  do  with  the  officer  who  gave  the 

*  illegal  orders.* 

Lord 
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Lord  Carte-     Lord  Carteret,     '  So  many  Lords  have  fpoke  fo 
«;  sfpeec  .  ^  ^^^^|j  |^  f^your  of  the  rcdudjon  propoled,  and  have 

*  fo  fully  anfvvered  all  the  objedlions  made  againft 
'  ir,  that  I  fhould  not  have  given  your  Lordfhips  a- 
'  ny  trouble  on  the  prefent  occafion,  if  it  had  not 
'  been  that  I  now  find,  that  not  only  a  (landing  ar- 

*  my,  but  an  army  of  the  full  number  we  have  at  pre- 
'  fent  on  foot,    feems  to  be  made  a  part  of  our  con- 

*  llitution  :  The  old  pretence  of  continuing  the  fame 

*  number  of  regular  forces  for  one  year  longer,  feems 
'  now  to  be  laid  afide :  His  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech 
'  from  the  throne,  told  us,  that  the  public  tran- 
'  quiliity  was  now  fo  fully  eflabiifned,  that  he  had 

*  no  other  reafon  for  calling  us  together,  but  only 
'  for  the  ordinary  difpatch  of  the  public  bufinefs  ; 
^  and  mud  this,  my  Lords,  be  looked  on  as  a  part 
'  of  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  the  year  ?  Muft  the 
'  continuing  of  a  ftanding  army  of  18,000  men  in 
'  time  of  peace,  be  a  part  of  that  bufinefs  which  is 

*  yearly  to  pafsof  courfe  in  Parliament  ?  h  has  been 
'  a  long  time  continued  from  year  to  year  ;  but  if  it 
'  once  comes  to  be  an  affair  which  is  yearly  topafs 

*  of  courfe,  wherein  will  it  differ  from  thofe  ftand- 
'  ing  armies  by  which  the  liberties  of  other  coun- 
'  tries  have  been  undone  ? 

'  A  {landing  army  alone  may  not  perhaps  befuf- 

*  ficient  for  bringing  fo  great  a  misfortune  upon  a 
^  people  ;  there  mud  be  other  caufes  concurring  : 
'•  but  it  may  be  averred,  that  in  all  countries  where 
'  arbitrary  power  and  abjed  flavery  have  been  intro- 
'  duced,  the  fatal  change  in  the  conftitution  has  been 
'  owing  to  a  numerous  {landing  army,  a  great  num- 
'  ber  of  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  a  proilitute  cler- 
'  gy  ;  and  even  thefe  three  concurring  together  muft 

*  require  fome  time  before  they  can  get  the  better  of 
'  the  liberties  of  a  brave  people  :  The  army  muft  be 
'  fo  long  kept  up,  and  modelled  in  fuch  a  manner, 

*  as  to  be  entirely  dependent  on  the  crown  ;  it  is  not 
'  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  oiiicers  and  foldiers  of  an 

'  armya 
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'  army,  raifed  from  am.ong  a  free  people,  can  be 
'  immcdiarely  di veiled  of  all  thofe  notions  of  liberty 
'  with  v/hich  they  were  endowed  when  they  firft  lift- 
'  ed  in  the  army  •,   but  if  they  have  a  brave  and  cun- 

*  ning  comm.ander,  this  may  be  done  in  a  few  years, 
'  the  generality  of  them  may  be  foon  made  regard- 
'  lefs  of  every  thing,  but  the  will  and  pleafure  of 
'  him  who  can  prefer  them  to  a  fuperior  command  : 

*  A  large  revenue  and  many  officers,  cannot  be  at 
'  once  eftablifhed  upon  a  free  p^ple,  this  muft  be 

*  done  by  (low  degrees,  and  requires  many  plaufi- 
'  ble  pretences :  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  ho- 
'  nour  and  virtue  of  the  clergy  would  ftand  fome  lit- 
'  tie  Ihock,  they  could  not  at  once  be  brought  to 
'  that  degree  of  proflitution  which  is  neceflary  for 
'  the  eftabliihment  of  arbitrary  power. 

*  At  prefent,  my  Lords,  we  may  depend  upon 
'  his  Majcfty  ;  we  are  convinced,  that  he  will  not 
'  attempt  to  incroach  upon  the  liberties  of  his  people; 
'  wc  may  like  wife  depend  on  it,  that  our  prefent 
'  army  v/ould  not  fupport  any  fuch  meafures,  were 
«  they  CO  be  attempted  •,  his  Majefly  has  been  fo 
'  good  as  to  employ  men  as  officers  in  the  army, 

*  whofc  hoiiour  and  integrity  we  may  depend  on, 
'  but  we  are  not  fure  of  having  always  a  King  fo 
'  wik  and  good,  or  an  army  of  fo  much  virtue  and 
'  honour  ;  and  under  the  beft  of  Kings  we  ought  to 
'  provide  againft  the  worfl. 

M  do  not  fay,  my  Lords,  that  we  are  now  in  any 
'  immediate  danger  of  Jofing  our  liberties,  but  I  fay, 
'  that  we  are  getting  into  that  way  by  which  the  li- 

*  berties  of  every  country  have  been  undone  ;  we  are 
'  eftablifhing  the  cuftom  of  keeping  up  a  Handing 
'  army  in  time  of  peace  ;  we  are  every  year  increa- 
'  fing  the  number  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  what 

*  will  the  confequence  be  ?  I  tremble  to  think  of  it ! 
'  we  are  not  indeed  under  any  danger  while  his  pre- 

*  fent  Majefly  lives  to  reign  over  us :  But  will  not 

*  every  fucceeding  King  fay>  Why  wilLyou  treat  me 

'  worfe 
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worfe  than  my  predecefTor  ?  Why  will  you  refufe 
to  grant  me  that  number  of  regular  forces,  or  that 
revenue  which  in  the  fame  circumftances  you  gran- 
ted to  my  father  ?  And  we  well  know,  my  Lords, 
how  complaifant  Parliaments  generally  are  in  the 
beginning  of  a  reign  •,  they  are  generally  more  apt 
to  increafe  both  the  revenue  and  the  army  of  the 
crown,  than  they  are  to  diminifh  either  ;  and  if  an 
ambitious  Prince  fhould  fucceed  to  the  crown, 
fupported  by  fuch  a  numerous  {landing  army,  as 
what  is  now  propofed,  fo  long  kept  up  as  to  have 
formed  themfelves  into  a  different  body  from  the 
people  to  whom  they  belong,  and  with  fuch  a 
croud  of  officers  of  the  revenue  as  we  have  at  pre- 
fent,  all  depending  upon  him,  and  removeable  at 
his  pleafure,  what  may  he  not  do  ? 
'  I  amfurprifed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  faid,  that 
{landing  armies  have  had  no  hand  in  the  overturn- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  feveral  countries  in  Europe, 
It  is  true,  that  the  moil  numerous  army  can  be  of 
no  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liberties  of  any 
country,  as  long  as  it  depends  upon  a  great  many 
heads  ;  an  army  can  never  be  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence, till  it  comes  to  be  intirely  dependent 
upon  one  man,  and  that  it  generally  does  when  it 
is  long  kept  up  ;  more  efpecially  if  any  one  man 
comes  to  get  the  whole  power  into  his  hands,  both 
of  paying  the  army,  and  of  naming  and  preferring 
the  feveral  officers  employed  therein.  Julius  C^far 
had  too  long  a  head  not  to  be  fenfible  of  this,  and 
therefore  he  procured  himfelf  to  be  fent  into  Gaul ; 
there  he  continued  for  feveral  years,  at  the  head  of 
numerous  conquering  armies,  and  having  got  into 
his  own  hands  both  the  power  of  paying  and  pre^ 
ferring  in  his  army,  he  foon  managed  it  ^o  as  to 
make  them  intirely  obedient  to  him ;  then  he  com- 
manded them  to  march  again{l,  and  with  them  he 
conquered  his  country.  If  there  had  been  no{land- 
y  ing  armies  on  either  fide,  the  confequence  could  not 

*  have 
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'  have  been  the  fame  ;  though  a  civil  war  had  broke 
'  out,  the  armies  newly*  raifed  by  each  fide  mud 
'  have  had  a  dependence  upon  a  great  many  chiefs, 

<  and  whichever  fide  had  got  the  victory,  the  chiefs 

*  would  have  taken  care  of  the  liberties  of  their 
*-  country  -,  they  would  have  fettled  them  upon  the 

*  ancient  foundation,  or  upon  a  better,  if  any  better 

*  could  have  been  contrived. 

*  In  Spain^  it  was  likewife  by  fuch  an  army  that 
'  their  liberties  were  deftroyed  ;    the  inquifition,  it 

*  is  true,  was  ftt  up  much  about  the  fame  time,  and 

<  in   all   countries  an  inquifition   of  fome  kind  or 

*  another  generally  accompanies  arbitrary  power  ; 

*  there  may  be  courts  of  inquifition,  with  regard  to 
'  civil  affairs,  as  well  as  religious,  and  all  inquifitions 
'  are  at  firfl  eftablifhed  upon  fome  plaufible  pre- 
'  tence  :  The  banifhing  of  the  Moors  and  Jews  out 
'  of  his  kingdoms,  was  the  pretence  made  ufe  of  by 

*  Ferdinand  then  King  of  Spain^  but  the  extendino- 

*  of  his  own  power,  was  the  latent  and  the  chief  rea- 
'  fon.    The  inquifition  was  not,  however,  the  chief 

*  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  the  Spanijh  liberties,  it  was  only 
'  a  confequence  •,  for  before  the  fetting  up  thereof, 
'  he  had  got  the  abfolutecommandof  a  great  army, 
'  which  had  been  kept  up  for  feveral  years,  under 
'  pretence  of  their  war  with  Portugal^  whofe  then 
'  King  laid  pretenfions  to  the  crown  o^  Spain  ;  and 
'  by  keeping  his  country  in  continual  wars,  he  found 
'  pretences  to  keep  up  a  great  ftanding  army,  with 
'  which,  it  is  true,  he  conquered  and  baniilied  the 
'  Moors^  but  he  therewith  likewife  conquered  the  li- 
'  berties  of  his  country ;  and  the  chains  of  the  people 
'  were  foon  after  riveted  by  a  Prieft,  a  cardinal  prime 
^  minifter,  who  compleated  the  cruel  work,  which 
'  Ferdinand  by  his  army  had  fo  fuccefsfully  begun. 

'  In  France  too,  my  Lords,  it  was  by  ftanding  ar- 

'  mies  chiefly  that  their  liberties  were  undone  ;    it 

'  was  not,  indeed,  by  armies  modelled  as  they  have 

\  been  at  prefent,  but  it  was  by  altering  the  ancient 

4  I  n^i- 
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'  military  force  of  the  kingdom  that  their  liberties 
'  were  deftroyed  ;  it  was  by  their  King's  taking  the 
^  army  a  fa  folde,  as  they  call  it :  for  anciently  the 
'  military  force  of  that  kingdom  depended  chiefly 
'  upon  the  nobility  or  great  princes  ;  their  armies 

*  were  com.pofed  of  the  troops  fent  to  the  general 
'  rendezvous,  by  the  fevcral  princes  of  the  kingdom^ 
'  who  generally  paid  their  refpe6live  troops  ;  or  if 
'  at  any  time  they  had  them  maintained  at  the  pub- 
'  lie  charge,  yet  each  prince  retained  in  his  own 
'  hands,  the  naming  and  preferring  the  officers  em- 
'  ployed  in  his  troops,  and  therefore  no  one  man 
'  could  ever  procure  to  himfelf  an  abfolute  command 
'  over  the  armies  of  that  kingdom  ;  but  at  Jaft  this 
'  laudable  cuftom  was  laid  afide,  the  King  got  into 

*  his  own  hands  the  whole  power  of  raifing  and  pay- 
'  ing  the  armies  to  be  employed  for  the  defence  of 
'  the  kingdom  ;  and  though  for  fome  time  after  he 
'  had  no  money  for  that  purpofe,  but  what  was  gi- 
'  ven  him  by  the  (fates  of  France^  yet  we  may  really 

*  look  upon  this  change  as  the  beginning  of  the 
'  French  flavery.  However,  for  a  long  time  after 
'  this,  the  Kings  of  France  could  never  prevail  with 
'  their  Hates  to  provide  him  with  money  for  conti- 
'  nually  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftanding  army  ; 
'  their  armies  were  raifed  only  when  they  had  occa- 

*  fion  for  them,  and  as  foon  as  the  danger  was  over 
'  their  armies  were  difmifled  ;  and  yet,  my  Lords, 

*  they  had,  for  fome  part  of  that  time,  a  Pretender 
'  to  their  crown  ;  our  Edward  the  I  lid  then  claimed 
'  to  be  King  of  France^  and  he,  my  Lords,  was  a 
'  very  terrible  Pretender  :  yet  even  by  that  immi- 
'  nent  danger  they  were  then  expofed  to^  they  could 
'  not  be  induced  to  keep  up  a  ftanding  army  ;  they 
'  never  had  any  thing  but  militia,  or  troops  raifed  as 

*  occafion  required,  and  with  thefe  they  at  laft  ba- 

*  nifiied  the  Englifh  quite  out  of  their  kingdom. 

'  But  as  foon  as  the  Kings  of  France  got  thus  free 

*  of  an  enemy,  withia  the  bowels  of  their  kingdoms 

f  they; 
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they  thereafter  took  occafion  of  every  foreign  war 
that  happened,  to  incroach  a  little  farther  upon 
the  liberties  of  their  lubjeds,  to  multiply  taxes 
and  tax-gatherers  upon  them,  and  to  get  the  ar- 
mies of  the  kingdom  more  and  more  under  their 
command:  In  all  which  they  fucceeded  beyond 
expe61:acion,  by  a  moft  fcupid  indolence  that  then 
reigned  among  the  nobility  of  Francs  •,  and  yet 
that  nation  ftill  retained  fome  remains  of  liberty, 
till  a  Fried,  cardinal  Richlieu  by  name,  gave 
their  liberties  the  laft  flab.  He  indeed  was  a  great 
niinifber,  and  a  great  politician  ;  though  he  op- 
prefTed  the  fubjed  at  home,  yet  he  not  only  fbp- 
ported,  but  raifed  the  grandeur  of  the  nation  a- 
broad  j  he  committed  no  blunders  in  his  admini- 
ftration,  nor  did  he  fubmit  to  any  foreign  power, 
in  the  treaties  or  negotiations  he  had  with  them  *, 
and  we  may  remember,  that  in  his  political  tefta- 
ment  he  left  it  as  a  maxim,  that  the  Kins;  ou^hc 
never  to  part  with  any  tax  he  has  once  got  efla- 
blifhcd,  even  though  he  has  no  ufe  for  the  money, 
becaufe  by  giving  up  the  tax,  he  lofes  the  officers 
that  are  employed  in  the  collecting  thereof. 

'  This  great  prime  minifter  was  fucceeded  by 
another  Pried,  a  foreign  Pried,  who  had  aJl  his 
bad  qualities,  but  none  of  his  good  ;  fo  that  by 
his  mifcondud  France  was  foon  involved  in  a  civil 
war,  and  it  is  faid,  that  one  of  the  greated  men 
o^  France  at  that  time,  and  one  of  the  greated  ge* 
nerals  of  the  age  he  liv'd  in,  told  the  Queen 
regent,  that  die  had  a  fellow  at  the  head  of  her  af- 
fairs, who  for  his  crimes  deferved  to  be  tugging  at 
the  oar  in  one  of  her  gallies.  But  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the  King  of  France,  had  by  his  predecef- 
for  been  fo  firmly  edabliflied,  that  it  could  not  be 
fliaken,  even  by  the  many  blunders  he  was  guilty 
of;  the  nation,  however,  v/as  not  yet  rendered  fo 
tame,  but  that  it  was  a  long  while  before  they 
would  quietly  fubmit  to  that  cardinal's  adminidra- 

Vol.  X.        '  F  f  '  tlon, 
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'  tion  ',  aiid  we  muft  allow,  that  even  but  lately  there 
'  has  a  noble  I'pirit  of  liberty  broke  torrli  in  that 
'  country,  fuch  a  fpirit  of  liberty,  my  I-ord«,  as 
'  might  probably  reinftate  the  people  in  the  full  en- 
'  ioyment  of  their  former  liberties  and  privileges,  if 
'  it  were  not  for  the  great  ftanding  army  now  kept 
'  up  in  that  country. 

*  In  Denmark^  my  Lords,  it  was  their  nobles  that 
'  were  the  occaficn  of  the  lofs  of  their  liberties  •,  they 
'  had,  for  fome  time,  thrown  the  whole  weight  and 
'  charge  of  the  government  off  of  themfelves,  and 
'  had  laid  it  on  the  necks  of  the  commons  ;  the 
'  v/hole  expence  of  the  public  they  had  for  fome 
'  time  railed  by  taxes,  which  fell  chieliy  upon  the 

*  poor  people,  and  to  which  they  contributed  but  a 

*  trifle  5  and  the  commons  being  quite  tired  out  with 

*  thefe  opprefTions  and  unjufl  exadions,  reiblvcd  at 
'  laft  to  put  the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of  their 
'  fovereign  :  fo  that  while  the  nobles  were  fitting, 
'  and  contriving  ways  and  means  how  to  load  tiie 
'  poor  tradefmen  and  manufadurers  with  fuch  taxes 

*  as  did  not  much  affed  them,  they  were  lent  for  to 
'  the  caille,  and  there  were  obliged  to  join  in  that 
'  d^itd^  by  which  an  abfolute  power  was  put  into  the 
'  hands  of  the  King,  who  could  not  make  a  worfe 
'  ufe  of  it  than  they  had  done  :  This  was  the  me- 

*  thod  by  which  arbitrary  power  v/as  eftabliihed  in 
*•  Den-mark^  but  it  has  ever  fmce  been  fupported  only 

*  by  a  landing  army. 

'  In  Sweden^  my  Lords,  their  liberties  were  not 
'  only  deftroyed,  but  they  were  again  reflored  by 
'  their  army  \  in  this  laft  change,  my  Lords,  that 

*  country  had  the  good  luck  to  be  moft  fingularly 

*  happy,  but  how  was  that  moft  ftrange  and  extra- 
'  ordinary  turn  of  their  affairs  brought  about  ?  I  have 
'  fome  reafon  to  know  it,  becaufe  I  was  in  that  king- 

*  dom  when  it  happened.  The  late  King  of  Sweden^ 
^  my  Lords,  is  well  known  to  have  been  the  darling 
'  both  of  his  nobles  and  commons,  he  was  fo  much 

*the 
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'  the  darling  of  the  whole  Swedifij  nation,  that  almofi: 
'  every  man  in  it  was  at  all  times  ready  to  facrificc 
'  both  liis  life  and  his  Ibrtune  in  hisfervice,  and  there- 
'  fore  he  had  no  occafion  to  model  his  army  for  any 
'  bad  purpofe  •,  he  had  employed  none  as  officers  in 
'  his  army,  but  the  nobility  and  quality  of  the  king- 
'  dom,  or  fuch  whofe  merit  and  fcrvices  fully  intitled 
'  them  to  whatever  preferment  they  were  honoured 
'  with  by  him.    His  prime  minifter,  however,  got 

*  at  lad  too  great  an  afcendant  over  him  ;  Baroa 

*  Gortz,  I  mean,  my  Lords,  who  was  a  man  of  no 

<  high  birth,  nor  any  fuper-eminent  qualities  -,  yec 

*  by  his  cunning  he  got  fuch  a  power  over  his  mailer, 
'  that  nothing  was  done  without  him,  no  poll,  civil 

*  or  military,  was  beflowed  but  according  to  his  di- 
'  reclion  ;  the  men  of  the  bed  quality  in  the  king- 
'  dom,  the  greateft  generals  in  the  army,  were  ob- 

*  liged  to  fubmit,  and  to  fue  to  him  even  for  that 

<  which  they  were  juftly  intitled  to  •,  if  they  fhewed 
'  him  the  lead  neglect,  they  immediately  loft  all  in- 
'  tereft  about  the  King  •,  if  any  one  of  them  difob- 

<  iigcd  the  tirft  minifter,  he  might  perhaps  be  allov/- 
'  ed  to  keep  his  poft  in  the  army,  he  was  made  ufe 
'  of  when  they  had  occafion  for  his  venturing  his  life 

*  for  them,  but  from  the  moment  hedifobliged  the 
'  King's  prime  minifter,  he  loft  his  intereft  with  re- 

*  fped  to  the  army,  he  could  not  fo  much  as  make 
'  a  fubaltern  officer  ;  on  the  contrary,  his  recom- 
'  mendation  was  a  fure  bar  to  any  man's  prefcr- 

*  ment. 

'  The  nobility,  the  generals,  all  the  chief  men  ia 
'  the  army,  were  fenfible  of  this  (lavery  they  lay  un- 

*  der,  and  were  refolved  to  free  themfelves  therefrom 

*  if  poffible  •,  but  their  government  was  then  abfo- 
'  lute,  there  was  no  way  of  coming  at  relief,  but  by 

*  making  their  King  fenfible  of  the  difcredit  that  ac- 

*  crued  to  him,  by  allowing  himfelf  tobe  fo  much  un- 

*  dcr  the  management  of  any  one  man  :  They  knew 

*  ihcir  King  to  be  a  man  of  judgment  and  penetra- 

'         F  f  2  '  tion. 
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^  tion,and  therefore  a  great  number  of  them  refolved 

*  at  lail  upon  venturing  to  prelent  a  memorial   to 

*  him  upon  the  head.  This  memorial,  my  Lords, 
^  was  actually  drawn  up  and  figned,  and  was  ready 

*  to  have  been  prefented,  v/hen  that  brave  King  was 

*  killed  by  a  random  fhot  from  Frederickjiadt^ 
'  which  he  was  then  befieging. 

*  If  the  King  had  lived  to  have  received  thisme- 

*  morial,  we  cannot  judge  what  might  have  been 
'  the  confequence;    notwithftanding  of    its    being 

*  figntd  by  fo  many  of  the  nobility  and  chief  com- 

*  manders,  notvvithftanding  of  the  King's  judgment 

*  and  penetration,    his   afFedlion  for    his  minifter 

*  might  have  got  the  better  of  the  refped  he  owed 

*  to  fuch  a. number  of  his  nobility  and  generals ;  and 
'  if  fo,  as  he  was  a  mod  abfolute  Prince,  the  me- 
^  morial  would  have  been  deemed  to  be  a  feditious 

*  and  a  treafonable  libel,  and  fome  of  them  would 
^  certainly  have  paid  with  their  heads  for  their  pre- 

*  fumption  ;  but  the  King's  death  rid  them  of  this 

*  danger,  and  the  prime  minifter,  who  had  done  fo 
'  many  ill  things,  was  immediately  feized,  tried,con- 
«  demned  and  executed  under  the  gallows. 

'  By  this  piece  of  public  juftice,  the    nobles  and 
'  the  generals  of  the  army,  whom  hehad  principal- 

*  ly  offended,  were  fuisfied,  they  did  not  defire  to 

*  purfue  their  vengeance  farther  than  the  grave ;  but, 

*  my  Lords,  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  thofemen 

*  who  but  a  few  weeks  before  were  his  mod  humble 

*  flaves,  thofe  men  who  would  have  deified  him,  if 
'  the  chriflian  religion  had  not  ftood  in  their  way, 

*  they  had  a  mind  to  fhew  a  fuperior  degree  of  zeal, 
'  they  petitioned   in  a  body,  that  his  corps   might 

*  be  buried  under  the  gallows. 

*  By  the  King's  death  the  flaviih  dependance  of 

*  the  army  was  at  an  end,  there  was  then  no  one 

*  man  who  could  pretend  to  any  abfolute  fway  over 

*  the  army,  and  as  it  was  generally  commanded  by 

*  the  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  who  had  it  frefli  in 

'  their. 
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'  their  memories,  what  inconveniencics  both  they 
'  and  the  whole  nation  had  been  fubjeded  to,  by  tlie 

*  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  will  of  their  former 
'  King  ;  as  there  was  no  one  of  them  that  could 
'  have  any  hopes  of  fucceeding  to  his  arbitrary 
'  power,  therefore  they  all  refolved  co  put  both  the 
'  government  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  command  of 

*  the  army,  upon  a  nev/  and  a  very  different  footing. 

*  As  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  they  efla- 
'  blifhed  a  limited  monarchy,  and  finding  that  chey 
'  mull  neceillirily  keep  up  a  flanding  army  to  de- 
'  fend  their  large  frontiers,  they  therefore  refolved, 

*  in  order  that  the  army  miight  not  be  intircly  de- 

*  pendent  on  the  crov/n,  that  for  the  future  the  offi- 

*  cers  thereof  fhould  have  their  feveral  commifTions 

*  ^am  diu  fe  bene  gejfcrit.  Which  regulation,  a 
'  nobleman  of  that  country  told  me,  they  took  from 
'  the  regulation  we  have  in  England^  with  refpedl 
'  to  Our  judges. 

*  It  is,  my  Lords  a  wife  and  a  necellary  reguhi- 
^  tion  %    it  is  a  regulation  that  ought  in  every  coun- 

*  try  to  prevail,  wherever  a  fianding  army  makes 
'  a  part  of  their  conuitution  :   In  all  fuch  co'jntries 

*  the  officers  commiiTions  ought  certainly  to  be  f^am 
^  diu  fe  bene gefferit y  and  preferments  ought  to  go  in 
'  courfe,  according  to  feniority,  fome  few  cafes  ex- 
'  cepted  •,   for  it  is  hard  that  a  gentleman,   who  has 

*  nothing  but  his  commiffion  to  depend  on  for  his 
'  daily  bread,  fhould  be  obliged  either  to  forfeit  his 

*  commiffion,  or  his  hopes  of  preferment  in  the  ar- 

*  my,    or  otherwife  to  do  what  he  knows  to  be  in- 

*  confident  with  the  laws  and  liberties  of  his  coun- 

*  try.' 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,   that  a  flanding  army  fhall 
'  never  come  to  be  a  part  of  our  conflitution;  but  if 

*  ever  it  does,  I  will  fay,  that  without  fuch  a  regu- 
'  lation,  as  I  have  mentioned,  we  fhall  then  have  no- 
^  thing  to  depend  on  for  the  prefervaeion  of  our  liber- 

F  f  3  ^  ties. 
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'  ties,  but  the  honour  of  the  army,  the  integrity  of 
'the  clergy,  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Lords. 

'  From  what  I  have  laid,  my  Lords,  it  is  appa- 

*  rent,  that  a  numerous  fianding  army  muft  alv/ays 

*  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  conflitution  of 

*  this  country  •,  and  I  leave  it  to  every  man  to  judge, 

*  whether  we  ought  to  expofe  our  confcitution  to  fuch 

*  a  danger,  for  the  pretended  apprehenfions  of  any 

*  infnrredion  at  home,  or  of  any  invafion  from  a- 
'  broad  ?  As  to  infurredions  at  home,   we  are  in  no 

*  danger  of  any  fuch,  as  long  as  his  Majefty  reigns 
'  in  the  hearts  and  aitedions  of  the  generality  of  his 
'  fubjecls  ;  and  as  to  invafions  from  abroad,  I  think 
'  the  little  fuccefs  the  many  dtfigned  invafions,  men- 

*  tioned  by  the  noble  Duke,  have  met  with,  is  an 

*  unanfwerable  argument  for  ihewing  us,  that  we 

*  ought  not  to  be  under  great  apprehenfions  of  any 
'  fuch  in  tim.e  to  come  *,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 

*  fubjedl  ourfelves  to  any  thing  that  may  be  in  the 
'  leail  dangerous  to  our  conftitution,  for  the  fake  of  a 

*  danger,  which  experience  has  fnewn  to  be  fo  very 
'  inconfiderable. 

'  If  we  fliould  ever  be  threatened  v/ith  a  formida- 

*  ble  invafion,  we  fhould  have  time  to  increafe  our 

*  army  to  any  number  we  pleafed,  we  fliould  even 

*  have  time  to  difcipline  that  army  before  we  could 

*  be  attacked  by  any  great  force  ;  and  thereby  we 

*  fliould  be  in  a  condition  to  defend  ourfelves  at  land, 

*  if  our  enemies  fnould  have  the  good  luck  to  efcape 

*  our  fleets  at  fea  :  And  as  to  any  fmall  and  unfore- 

*  feen  invafion,  if  ever  any  fuch  Ihould  be  intended 

*  againfl  us,  they  may  probably  meet  with  the  fame 
^  i^:ite  that  the  former  have  done  ;   but  if  they  fhould 

*  meet  with  better  luck,  if  they  fhould  come  fife  to 

*  land,  they  could  not  bring  above  five  or  fix  thou- 

*  find  men,  our  fiecrs  would  prevent  their  being  re- 

*  i n forced  •,  and  furely  an  army  of   12,000  men   in 

*  Great  Britain^  and  another  of  ecjuai  number  in  Ire- 
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land^  would  be  fufficient  to  give  a  good  account  of 
'  any  fuch  contemptible  invaders. 

'  It  is  not  now,  my  Lords,  propofed  to  difomd 
'  our  army  intirely ;  it  is  not  propofed  to  throw  out 
'  the  bill  now  before  us  •,  we  are  for  keeping  up  as 
'  great  a  number  as  may  be  neceflliry,  for  preferving 
'  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  but  we  are 
'  againft  keeping  up  fuch  a  number  as  may  be  dan- 
'  gerous  to  our  conftitution.  Though  the  Lords  who 
'  were  lafb  year  for  a  redu61:ion,  voted  againfl  the 
'  pafTing  of  the  then  mutiny  bill,  it  is  not  from  thence 
'  to  be  concluded,  that  they  were  againft  any  mu- 
'  tiny  bill,  or  any  number  of  regular  forces  ;  they 
'  were  againft  the  whole  bill,  as  it  then  ftood,  but 
'  if  that  bill  had  been  thrown  out,  another  might 
'  hav-e  been  brought  in  according  to  their  liking,  and 
'  that  new  bill  would  then  have  been  unanimoufiy 
'  agreed  to.'- 

Earl  of  Hay.  '  Whatever  fome  Lords  may  be  Eari  of 
'  pleafed  to  fay  about  an  army,  continued  from  year^^'''^-*''^ 
'  to  year  by  Parliament,  there  is  certainly  a  very 
'  great  difference,  my  Lords,  between  fuch  an  army 
'  and  an  army  continued  at  the  fole  pleafure  of  the 
'  crown.  It  has,  I  think,  been  granted  on  all  hands, 
<  that  while  our  army  is  commanded  by  fuch  officers 
'  as  it  is  at  prefent,  while  men  of  fortune  and  figure 
'  have  the  command  of  the  army,  our  liberties  are  fe- 
'  cure  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that  thefe  officers  may  be  turn- 
'  ed  out,  this  army  may  be  fo  model'd  and  garbled 
'  as  to  be  made  fit  for  any  bad  purpofe :  This,  my 
'  Lords,  I  Hiall  eafily  grant  might  be  done,  if  our 
'  army  were  to  be  eftabiilhed   for  any  number  of 

*  years  \  if  it  were  to  be  continued  at  the  fole  pleafure 
'  of  the  crown,  an  ambitious  Prince  might  be  able  to 
'  model  it  fo  as  to  make  it  fubfervient  to  his  arbitrary 
'  views :   but  while  it  is  continued  only  from  year  to 

*  year,  by  Parliament,  thisisimpoffibleto  be  done.  It 
'  is  no  eafy  matter  to  model  an  army,  fo  as  to  make 

F  f  4  Mt 
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*  it  fit  for  fuch  purpofes ;   we  know  how  difficult  it  is 

*  to  know  the  private  fentiments  of  men's  hearts  ;  in 

*  fuch  cafes  men  often  conceal  their  real  inclinations, 
^  under  the  cloak  of  a  feigned  zeal  for  the  diredcon- 
'  trary  opinion,  which  would  make  it  very  difficult 
'  for  a  government,  that  had  any  defigns  againfl  the 
'  liberties  of  the  people,  to  know  what  officers  were 

*  to  be  turned  out,  or  who  were  proper  to  be  conti- 
'  nued,  or  to  be  put   in  the  room  of  thofe  turned 

*  out.     It  would  be  impoffible  tcaccomplifli  this  in  a 

*  year's  time,  and  if  any  fuch  pradices  were  begun, 

*  it  any  fleps  fliould  be  made  towards  modelling  the 

*  army  tor  a  bad  purpofe,  the  Parliament,  at  their  next 

*  meeting,  would  moil  certainly  take  notice  of  ir, 
'  and  would  apply  a  proper  remedy  before  it  could 
^  be  poffible  for  any  Prince  or  adminiftration  to 
'  make  the   wound  incurable  -,    and  therefore,   my 

*  Lords,  I  muft  ftill  be  of  opinion,  that  our  army, 

*  while  it  is  continued  from  year  to  year  by  Parlia- 

*  ment,  cannot  be  of  the  leaft  ill  confequence  to  our 

*  conftitution,  were  it  much   more  numerous  than 

*  what  is  now  propofed. 

^  On  the  other  hand,  my  Lords,  the  danger  of 

*  reducing  any  part  of  our  army  is  very  great  :   We 

*  know  that  fuch  reduclions  have  often  been  attend- 

*  ed  with  defigned  invafions  or  infurre6lions  againfl: 
^  the  government  •,  this  is  a  danger  we  know  by  ex- 
'  perience,  and  therefore,  in  common  prudence,  we 

*  ought  not  to  come  into  any  meafure  by  which  our 
^  country  may  be  again  expofed  to  fuch  a  danger. 
'  It  is  probable  that  none  of  thofe  invafions,  lately 
'  intended  againfl  us,  would    have  been  fuccefsful, 

*  tho'  they  had  got  fafe  afhore ;  I  hope  no  fuch  ever 
^  will;  but  every  one  of  them,  if  they  had  landed, 
'  would  have  thrown  the  nation  into  terrible  convul- 

*  fions.  Is  then,  my  Lords,  the  peace  and  quiet  of  our 
'  country  of  no  confideration  ?  Shall  we  expofe  our 
'  country  to  frequent  alarms  and  confufions,  for  the 

*  fake  of  avoiding  an  imaginary  danger,   a  fear 

*  which 
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'  which  can  have  no  foundation,  as  long  as  our 
'  army  is  continued  only  from  year  to  year  by  Par- 

*  liamenc  ? 

'  We  know,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  a  party  in 
'  the  nation  difaffe6led  to  the  government,  there  al- 
'  was  v/ill,  I  am  afraid,  be  fuch  a  party  -,  and  they, 
'  oratleaft,  a  great  many  of  them,  will  always  join 
'  any  invafion  that  can  be  made  upon  us  :  Even  out 

*  of  charity  to  them  we  ought  not  to  afford  them  any 

*  hopes  of  fuccefs,  by  difbanding  part  of  our  army  ; 
'  while  they  have  no  hopes  of  fuccefs,  they  may  grum- 

*  ble  a  little  in  private,  but  they  will  never  venture 
'  to  rebel  openly  againil  the  government,  and  while 
'  they  continue  in  a  peaceable  ftate,  they  may  live 
'  eafily  as  fubje6ls,  they  will  at  Icall  prcfcrve  their 

*  lives  and  efiates  from  being  forfeited  by  the  law ; 

*  whereas  if  VvC  reduce  our  army,  it  will  encourage 
'  foreigners  to  invade  us  it  will  encourage  the  dif- 

*  affedced  to  rebel  againfr  the  government,  the  na- 
'  tion  will  never  be  free  from  alarms,  and  we  muft 
'  be  every  now  and  then  executing,  or  at  lead  for- 

*  feiting  fome  of  our  countrymen^  perhaps  fome  of 
'  our  relations.' 

Earl  of  BriftoL     *  My  Lords,  I  have  often  heard  Eari  of 

*  the  prefent  argument  debated  in   Parliament ;  I  f'^^^^^ 
'  v/as  one  of  thofe  who  were  the  caufe  of  the  army's 

*  being  reduced  fo  low  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick^ 
'  perhaps  I  repented  of  what  I  did  at  that  time,  be- 
'  caufe  of  the  turn  that  the  affairs  of  Europe  took 

*  foon  after:  But  I  am  fully  convinced,  Ineverfhali 
'  have  occafion  to  repent  of  being  for  the  redudlion 

*  now  propofed.  For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  cannot 
^  but  fay,  that  the  queftion  now  before  us,  puts  me 

*  in  mind  of  what  happened  to  a  farm-houfe  of  mine 
'  in  the  country  :  The  wall  of  the  houfe  upon  one 
'  fide  had  failed,  and  the  houfe  had  funk  a  little; 
'  yet  it  might  have  flood  for  many  years  without 

*  any  nectfilty  of  pulling  it  quite  down  in  order  to  be 

'  rebuilt^ 
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*  rebuilt,  for  which  reafon,  I  believe,  I  fliould  have 

*  then  contented  myfelf  with  repairing  it  a  little,  and 
'  adding  fome  buttereffes   to   that   wall   which  had 

*  failed  ;    but  fome  workmen  perfuaded   me,   that 

*  they  could  raife  it  up,  and  repair  the  wall  without 

*  pulling  the  houfe  down,  and  I  being  prevailed  on, 
'  to  work  they  went ;   but  in  planting  pofts  and  other 

*  engines  to  raife  up  that  fide  which  had  funk,  I  do 

*  not  know  how,  whether  by  defign  or  by  the  un- 
'  flvilfulnefs  of  the  workmen,  they  raifed  the  houfe 
'  fo  high  on  that  fide,  that  they  tumbled  it  quite 
'  over.' 

At  lad  the  quelllon  was  put  upon  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford's motion  for  the  inftrudion  to  the  committee, 
v/hich  upon  a  divifion  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

And  on  the  Thurfday  thereafter,  the  bill  was  paf- 
fed,  whereupon  the  following  proteil  was  entered, 

Diejovis^  S^  Martii,   i/^2. 

Ho  die  3**  Vice  le^a  eft  Billa^ 

In  titled.  An  aEi  for  pmijhingmuiiny  and  defer  tion^ 
and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their 
quarters, 

Afcer  debate, 
The  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  bill  fiiall  pafs. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

'Diffentient. 


F 


.OR  the  reafons  entered  on  the  journal  lafi:  iti* 

/     fion,  againft  the  number  of  men,  then  and  now 

to  be  eiiablifhed,  which  reafons  we  refer  to,  and  think 

the 
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the  circumftances  of  time  now,  do  by  no  means  lef- 
fen  the  force  of  them. 


Brtice^ 

Strafford^ 

Northampton^ 

Montjoy^ 

Litchfield^ 

Coventry^ 

Bathurft, 

Briftol, 

Oxford  and  Mortimer. 

Foley\ 

Majham^ 

Berkfoire^ 

Gower^ 

Above,  we  gave  an  account  of  the  refolutlons  the  Petition  a- 
houfe  of  Commons  had  come  to,   in  relation  to  theB'^"^^^« 
fugar  colony  affair,  and  of  a  bill's  having  been  or- bifL*^  ^°  ^'"^ 
dered  to  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  thofe  refokuions: 
That  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  on  the 
8th  day  of  March^  Sir  John  Barnard  opened  to  the 
houfe  a  petition  of  Richard  Partridge^  agent  for  the 
colony  of  Rhode-Ifiand^  and  Providence  plantations 
in  America^  againft   the   fliid  bill,  and  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  it  up ;  in  which  he  was  feconded  by- 
Mr.  Alderman  P(?rr)'  *,  whereupon  there  enfued  a  de- 
bate, in  which  the  following  gentlemen  fpoke  in   • 
fubftance,  or  to  the  erred  as  follows,  viz. 

Sir  Willam  Tonge  firft  fiood  up,  and  laid,    '  Sir,sir;r/7/;^w 

*  the  petition  which  the  honourable  member  over-?""^t'^ 

IDCCCil 

'  the-way  has  now  in  his  hand,  is,  I  find,  a  petition 
'  praying  for  leave  to  be  heard  againfl  a  bill  now 
'  depending  in  this  houfe,  by  which  fome  certain  du- 
'  ties  are  to  be  laid  on  feveral  commodities  men- 

*  tioned  in  the  bill.  I  believe.  Sir,  it  has  been  the 
'  conftant  ufage  of  this  houfe  for  many  years,  to  re- 
'  ceive  no  petitions  againft  duties  to  be  laid  on  ;  but 

*  as  there  are  none  who  underfland  better  than  you, 
'  Sir,  the  pradlice  of  the  houfe  in  fuch  cafes,  there- 
'  fore  I  fliall  in  this  fubmit  intirely  to  your  determi- 
'  nation,  and  hope  you  will  give  us  your  opinion 

*  thereupon.  However,  Sir,  I  mufi:  take  notice  of 
'  another  thing  which!  obferve  in  the  petition,  as  it 

*  has  been  opened  by  the  honourable  gentleman : 

\  They 
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*  They  therein  telJ  us,  that  as  to  the  bill  now  de- 

*  pending  before  us,  they  apprehend  it  to  be  againft 

*  their  charter.     This,  I  muft  fay,   is  fomething 

*  very  extraordinary,  and  in  my  opinion  looks 
'  mighty  like  aiming  at  an  independency,  and  dif- 

*  claiming  the  authority  and  jurifdidion  of   this 

*  houfe,  as  if  this  houfe  had  not  a  power  to  tax  them, 

*  or  to  make  any  laws  for  the  regulating  of  the  affairs 

*  of  their  colony  ^  therefore,  Sir,  if  there  were  no 
'  other  reafon  for  our  not  receiving  their  petition,  I 

*  Ihould  on  this  fmgle  account  be  againll  giving 
'  leave  to  bring  it  up.* 

■Loriryrcon*     Lord  Tyrconnel.     ^  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the 

vers  fpeech.  c  honourable  member  who  fpoke  laft,  for  I  fhall 

'  never  give  miy  vote  for  rejeding  a  petition  before 

*  I  know  what  is  in  it  5  and  this  I  cannot  know  till 
'  I  hear  it  read.     The  quellion  nov/  before  us,  is 

*  not.  Whether  the  defire  of  the  petition  fliall  be 

*  granted  or  no?  After  the  petition  is  brought  up 

*  and  read  to  the  houfe,  we  may  then  judge  whether 
'  the  defire  thereof  be  reafonable  or  no,  and  may 
'  accordingly  grant  or  refufe  it ;  but  the  refufing  to 
'  have  the  petition  brought  up  and  read  to  the  houfe, 
'  feems  really  to  be  a  determining  the  defire  of  the 

*  petition  to  be  unreafonable,  before  we  know  what 

*  it  is ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  Ihall  be  for  having  it 

*  brought  up.' 


fpeech. 


vfr.  ivin'        Thomas  IVinnington  Efq;  *  Sir,    I  (land  up   to 
fn5/r''     '  fpeak  to  order  and  to  the  method  of  proceeding  in 
'  this  houfe  ;  it  has  been  a  cuftom  always  obferved 

*  in  this  houfe,  not  to  receive  any  petitions  againft 

*  thofe  bills  which  were  brought  in  for  the   laying 

*  on  of  any  new  duties  :  I  do  not  indeed  fay  but  that 

*  there  may  be  fome  inftances  to  the  contrary,  but  I 

*  am  fure  they  are  very  rare,  and  never  happened 

*  but  upon  fome  very  extraordinary  occafion  \  for  if 
^  we  w^ere  to  receive  all  fuch  petitions,  there  would 

'  be 
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*  be  fuch  multitudes  of  them  againft  every  fuch  bill, 

*  that  the  nation  might  be  undone  for  want  of  an 

*  immediate  fupply  for  the  public  ufe,  while  we  were 

*  fitting  to  hear  frivolous  petitions  againfb  thofe  bills 

*  brought  in  for  granting  that  fupply.  The  honou- 
'  rable  gentleman  near  me  took  notice  of  the  peti- 

*  tioners  pretending,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  is  a- 
<  gainfl  their  charter  -,  I  hope.  Sir,  they  have  no 
*■  charter  which  debars  this  houfe  from  taxing  them 

*  as  well  as  any  of  the  other  fubje6ls  of  this  nation  ; 

*  I  am  fure  they  can  have  no  fuch  charter  :  but  if  it 
'  were  poflible,  if  they  really  had  fuch  a  charter, 
'  they  could  not  fay  that  the  bill  now  before  us  was 

*  any  infringement  of  it,  becaufe  the  tax  to  be  there- 

*  by  laid  on,    is  no  tax  upon  them,    it  is  a  tax 

*  which  is  to  be  laid  upon  the  French  only  ;  and 
'  fhall   this  houfe.  Sir,    receive   any  petitions,    or 

*  hear  any  reafons  that  can  be  offered,  for  not  tax- 

*  ing  the  French  ;  more  efpecially  when  the  tax  to 
'  be  laid  upon  them,  will  moft  evidently  tend  to 

*  the  encouragement  of  our  own  fugar  colonies  ?    I 

*  hope,  Sir,  no  fuch  petition  will  ever  fo  much  as 
'  be  allowed  to  be  brought  up  or  prefented  to  this 

*  houfe.* 

Six  John  Barnard,     'Sir,  the  petitioners  do  not  s,\r  join 
'  pretend  to  fay  that  the  bill  now  depending  is  ^.  Barnard*^ 

*  gainft  their  charter,  nor  did  I  fay  any  fuch  thing  ^^^'^  * 

*  when  I  opened  the  petition  to  this  houfe  *,  at  leafl 
'  if  I  did,  I  am  fure  I  did  injuftice  to  the  petition, 
'  for  the  words  of  it  are,  'That  they  humbly  conceive 

*  that  the  bill  now  depending^  if  pajfed  into  a  lawy 

*  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  their  charter.  Bur,  Sir, 

*  I  am  really  furprifed  at  the  method  of  reafoning 
'  made  ufe  of  by  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  who 

*  have  appeared  againft  the  bringing  up  of  this  pe- 

*  tition  :  One  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  fays,  that 
J  the  petitioners  are  aiming  at  an  independency,  and 

5  '  are 
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are  difowning  the  authority  of  this  houfe.  This, 
Sir,  in  the  prefent  cafe  feems  to  be  a  very  odd  af- 
fertion  ;  is  not  their  applying  by  petition  to  this 
houfe,  as  diredl  an  acknowledgment  of  the  autho- 
rity of  this  houfe,  as  can  be  made  by  men  ?  The 
other  gentleman  fays,  that  the  bill  now  before  us 
is  a  bill  for  taxing  the  French  only  j  this  feems  to 
be  as  odd  an  affertion  as  the  other  ;  does  the  gen- 
tleman imagine  that  the  tax  paid  in  this  ifiand  upon 
French  wine,  is  a  tax  upon  the  French  ?  Does  not 
every  body  know,  that  the  whole  of  it  is  paid  by 
the  coniumers  here  ?  It  is  fo  far  from  being  a  tax 
upon  tlie  French^  that  they  have  confiderably  rai- 
fed  the  price  of  their  wines  fmce  the  high  duties 
were  laid  on  them  here.  As  to  the  matter  of 
form,  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  great  mailer 
of  it ;  but  fince  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lit  in 
Parliament,  I  remember  that  feveral  petitions  have 
been  received  ao;ainil  duties  to  be  laid  on  :  How- 
ever,  granting  that  it  were  a  conftant  and  perpe- 
tual rule  not  to  receive  petitions  againfi  fuch  du- 
ties, yet  certainly  that  rule  could  relate  only  to 
thofe  duties  which  were  to  be  laid  on  for  raifing 
money  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  public,  it 
could  not  be  prefumed  to  relate  to  thofe  duties 
which  were  to  be  laid  on  for  the  regulation  of 
trade  only  ;  and  this  laft  is  the  cafe  now  before  us. 
The  duties  to  be  laid  on  by  this  bill,  are  fo  far 
from  being  duties  for  the  fupply  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  I  do  not  believe  that  even  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  appear  fo  fond  of  the  duties  to  be  laid 
on  by  it,  fo  much  as  expe6l  or  wifli  that  any  mo- 
ney fhall  be  thereby  railed  for  the  ufe  of  the  pub- 
lic \  the  bill  is  not  intended  for  any  fuch  end  ;  ic 
is  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  prohibition,  and  it  was 
never  pretended  that  no  petitions  were  ever  to  be 
received  againit  a  bill  for  prohibiting  any  fort  of 
commerce. 

'It 
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'  It  may  be  the  cafe,  that  this  houfe  has  fome- 
'  times  refufed  to  receive  petitions  from  fome  parts 
'  of  Britain  againft  duties  to  be  laid  on  ;  but  this 

*  can  be  no  reafon  why  the  petition  I  have  now  in 
'  my  hand,  fhould  be  reje<5led  :  The  people  in  every 
'  pari  of  Great  Britain  have  a  reprefentative  in  this 
'  houfe,  who  is  to  take  care  of  their  particular  inte- 
'  reft,  as  well  as  of  the  general  intereft  of  the  na- 
'  tion  \  and  they  may,  by  means  of  their  reprefen- 
'  tatives  in  the  houfe,  offer  what  reafons  they  think 
<  proper  againft  any  duties  to  be  laid  on  ;  but  the 
'  people  who  are  the  petitioners  in  the  petition  I 
'  have  now  in  my  hand,   have  no  particular  repre- 

*  fentatives  in  this  houfe,  and  therefore  they  have  no 
'  other  v/ay  of  applying,  or  of  offering  their  reafons 
'  to  this  houfe,,  but  in  the  way  of  being  heard  at  the 
'  bar  of  the  houfe  by  their  agent  here  in  England  : 
'  therefore  if  that  general  rule  of  not  receiving  pe- 
'  titions  againft  duties  to  be  laid  on,  be  ever  to  be 
^  receded  from,  the  cafe  now  before  us  ought  to  be 
'  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.' 

John  Conduit  ECq;  '  Sir,  I  apprehend  it  has  al-Mr.  c^«- 
«  ways  been  the  cuftom  of  this  houfe,  I  am  fure  it^''''''^f'^'^' 
'  has  been  the  cuftom  ever  fince  the  revolution,  to 
'  refufe  receiving  petitions  againft  duties  to  be  laid 
'  on,  and  that  without  any  diftindlion,  whether  the 
'  duties  were  to  be  laid  on  for  the  raifmg  of  money, 
'  or  for  the  regulation  of  trade  :  As  our  colonies  are 
'  ^11  a  part  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain^  they  are 
*•■  generally  reprefented  in  this  houfe  as  well  as  the 
'  reft  of  the  people  are  •,  and  ia  all  the  refolutions 
'  of  this  houfe,  a  due  regard  will  certainly  be  had 
'  to  the  particular  intereft  of  every  one  of  them, 
'  in  fo  far  as  it  is  confiftent  with  the  general  intereft 

*  of  the  whole,  for  which  reafon  I  can  fee  no  occa- 
*^  fion  for  making  an  exception  as  to  them  ;  and 
I  therefore  I  cannot  but  be  of  the  fame  opinion  with 

*  thofe 
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*  thofe  gentlemen,  who  are  for  refufing  their  confent 

*  to  the  bringing  up  of  this  bill.  As  for  the  duties 
'  on  wine  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  who  fpoke  lad,  though  they  are  paid  by  the  con- 
'  fumers  here,  yet  they  may  be  looked  on  as  a  tax 

*  upon  the  French-,  for  if  it  wei-e  not  for  thofe  duties, 
'  a  much  greater  quantity  of  their  wines  would  be 
'  confumed  here  than  there  is  at  prefent,  and  con- 
'  fequently  they  would  thereby  draw  a  much  larger 

*  fum  of  money  out  of  this  nation  than  they  now 

*  do ;  and  as  to  the  advance  of  the  original  price  of 

*  their  wines,  there  are  a  great  many  other  caufes  it 

*  may  be  owing  to,  but  it  never  can  be  owing  to 

*  the  diminution  of  the  quantity  confumed.* 

Mr.  Puite^       William  PuUeney  Efq;  '  I  do  not  pretend,  Sir,  to 

jjo^'s  Tpeech. '  be  a  mailer  of  form,  but  I  believe  there  may  be 

'  many  precedents  found  for  juftifying  the  houfe  in 

*  receiving  the  petition  now  offered  to  us.  I  very 
'  well  know.  Sir,  how  great  a  mafter  you  are  of  the 

*  forms  and  methods  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe, 

*  and  therefore  I  fhall  always  be  as  ready  as  any 
'  gentleman  in  the  houfe  to  fubmit  to  your  opinion 

*  when  any  fuch  queftion  arifes ;  but  I  cannot  think, 

*  Sir,  that  any  of  your  friends  would  defire  you  to 
'  give  your  opinion  thus  upon  a  furprife,  in  a  matter 

*  which  feems  to  be  fo  much  contefled,  nor  do  I 

*  believe  that  you  would  be  ready  to  comply  with 

*  any  fuch  unreafonable  defire ;  if  you  fhould  once 

*  give  your  opinion  in  any  fuch  difpute,  I  Ihould  be 

*  afraid  afterwards  to  infpe(5l  the  journals  of  the 
'  houfe,  left  they  fhould  be  found  to  contradid:  the 
'  opinion  you  had  given  :  But  if  we  are  to  fearch  for 
'  precedents,  I  am  fure  that  as  to  the  prefent  cafe, 
'  there  will  be  no  occaiion  for  going  any  farther 
'  back  than  the  revolution  :  Before  that  time,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  we  can  find  few  or  no  precedents  any  way 

*  relating  to  the  queftion  n6w  in  hand,  becaufe  Par- 

'  liaments 
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liaments  were  not  then  {o  frequent,  and  taxes  very 
rare.  Let  any  gentleman  but  look  into  theflatute- 
books  lying  upon  our  table,  he  will  there  fee  to 
what  a  vail  bulk,  to  what  a  number  of  volumes 
our  ftatutes  relating  to  taxes  have  fwelled  fince  the 
revolution,  and  how  thin,  hov/  few  the  volumes 
are  that  contain  all  the  ftatutes  relating  to  taxes 
that  ever  were  made  before  that  time.  It  is  mon- 
ftrous,  it  is  even  frightful  to  look  into  the  indexes^ 
where  for  feveral  columns  together  we  fee  nothing 
but  taxes,  taxes,  taxes  !  It  is  true.  Sir,  when  gen- 
tlemen refle(5t  on  the  many  blefTings  we  thereby 
enjoy,  when  they  confider  the  many  advantages 
we  reaped  by  the  revolution,  they  will  think  that 
we  could  not  pay  too  dear  for  fo  happy  a  turn  in 
our  affairs. 

*  As  to  the  queftion  now  before  us,  I  cannot  fee 
why  it  Ihould  be  fo  much  debated,  I  cannot  fee 
why  the  receiving  of  this  petition  fhould  be  fo 
much  oppofed,  unlefs  it  be  that  the  reje6tingof  this 
petition  is  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  precedent  for  re- 
ceiving no  petitions  againft  a  certain  fcheme  which 
we  exped  foon  to  be  laid  before  us :  This,  I  am 
afraid,  is  really  the  cafe,  for  then  gentlemen  who 
are  not  much  m^aftersof  form,  gentlemen  who  are 
but  little  converfant  in  the  journals  of  the  houfe, 
may  quote  a  precedent  of  but  a  few  days  ftanding 
for  not  receiving  any  petitions  that  may  be  offer- 
ed againft  that  fcheme  ;  I  do  not  indeed  know 
whether  there  will  be  any  fuch  petitions,  but  if  I 
may  judge  by  the  fpirit  v/hich  has  already  appear* 
ed  in  the  nation,  I  can  make  no  doubt  but  that  pe« 
titions  will  be  lent  up  from  all  parts  of  th^  coun- 
'try,  againft  that  fcheme,* 

^,  Sir  Thomas  Afion,     '  Sir,  As  to  the  point  of  form  Sir  thmti 
,*i  which  is  now  the  fubjed  of  debate,   I  cannot  ven-  f^^^^^^ 
«  ture  to  give  my  opinion  thereon  5  but  I  am  fur- 
VoL,  X.  G  g  '  prifed 
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'  priled  that  the  honourable  gentleman  fhould  have 

*  any  apprehenfions  of  our  refufing  to  receive  any 

*  petitions  that  may  be  offered  againft  the  fcheme 

*  he  hinted  at :  For  whatever  objedlion  there  m.ay 

*  be  againft  the  houfe's  receiving  any  petitions  that 
'  are  offered  againft  duties  to  be  laid  on,  there  can- 

*  not  furely  be  any  obje6lion  againft  our  receiving 

*  petitions  that  may  be  offered  againft  a  new  and  a 

*  dangerous  method  of  collefting  duties  already 
'  laid  on.* 

f^liaC^^^     Samuel  Sandys  R{q'y  '  Sir,  Since  gentlemen  feem 

*  fo  much  to  differ  as  to  the  point  of  form,  1  fhall 

*  move  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed  tofearch 

*  precedents  in  relation  to  the  receiving  or  not  re- 

*  ceiving  petitions  againft  the  impofing  of  duties  ; 
'  for  as  fome  gentlemen  have  affirmed  it  to  have 
'  been  the  conftant  ufage  of  this  houfe  ever  fince 

*  the  revolution,  to  reie6l  all  fuch  petitions,  I  muft 

*  take  the  liberty  to  affirm  the  hd:  to  have  been 
^  otherwifej  and  it  is  fo  far  otherwife,  that  if  my  mo- 

*  tion  be  agreed  to,  I  believe  more  precedents  will 

*  be  found  for  receiving,  than  for  rejecting  of  fuch 

*  petitions.* 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  George  Heathcote 
Efq;  and  thereupon  Sir  John  Barnard  defired  to 
withdraw  the  motion  he  had  made;  but  that  being 
oppofed,  and  fome  debate  arifmg  as  to  that  point, 
Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  houfe  of  its  being  their 
conftant  rule,  that  when  any  motion  is  once  made 
and  feconded,  the  queftion,  if  infifted  on,  muft  be 
put  upon  the  motion  ♦,  it  could  not  be  withdrawn 
without  the  leave  of  the  houfe  :  whereupon  the  pre- 
vious queftion  was  moved  for,  and  of  courfe  put, 
which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  140  to  112. 
Then  the  queftion  was  put  for  bringing  up  the  peti- 
tion, which  paffed  in  the  negative  \  and  laftly,  the 

queftion 
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quelticn  was  put  for  fearching  precedents,  which 
likewife  pafled  in  the  negative.  Befides  the  above- 
mentioned  fpeakers,  Sir  IFi  Hi  am  IVyndbam^  andP/:?/- 
lip  Gyhhon  Efq;  fpoke  for  bringing  up  the  petition  ; 
and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  Colonel 
Bladen  fpoke  againft  it. 

The  next  day  the  houfe  of  Commons,  according  P''^"^". 
to  order,  went  mto  a  committee  to  confider  of  me-  dered. 
thods  for  encouraging  the  manufa6ture  and  export 
of  home-made  fpirits^   when  Horace  Walpolc  Efq^ 
fpoke  to  the  efFedt  as  follows,  viz, 

'  Sir^  As  we  are  now  in  a  committee  for  encou- ^'■; ^^^^ 
*  raging  home-made  fpirits,  it  may  not  be  improper^' ^*  ^^^^  " 
for  us  to  take  into  our  confideration  the  duties 
payable  on  French  brandies  and  other  foreign  fpi- 
rits :  As  the  laws  now  ftand,  the  duties  payable 
upon  French  brandies  amount  in  the  whole  to 
about  6  J.  and  5  d,  /)^r  gallon,  which  has  always 
been  looked  on  rather  as  a  prohibition  than  as  a 
duty  to  be  fairly  and  honeftly  paid  either  by  the 
importer  or  confumer  ;  and  indeed  it  has  in  fad:^, 
been  always  found  to  be  fo,  for  few  or  none  have 
ever  paid  that  duty  ;  thofe  brandies  have  always 
been  fmuggled  and  ftole  in  upon  us,  notv/ithftand- 
ing  all  the  methods  v/e  could  ever  take  to  prevent 
it  ;  or  they  have  made  ufe  of  an  artifice  to  evade 
the  laws,  which  is  this :  As  the  lavv's  (land  at  pre- 
fent,  the  duties  payable  upon  Fle?mjh  brandies  a- 
mount  in  the  v/hole  but  to  4  s,  per  gallon,  and  as  it 
is  not  poffible  to  diflinguiih  Flemifo  brandies  from 
French  brandies,  therefore  great  quantities  of 
French  brandies  v/ere  carried  firft  toRotierdam^  and 
from  thence  imported  upon  us  as  Fkini/h  brandies  \ 
after  that  they  were  carried  to  Ofiend,  and  from 
thence  imported  ^sFlemifi  ;  and  now  for  fome  years 
pad,  they  have  been  carried  to  Dunkirk^  and  from 
G  g  2  thence 
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*  thence  brought  to  the  feveral  ports  of  Britain^  and 
'  entered  as  Flemijh  brandies. 

^  As  this  pra6tice  is.  Sir,  an  evafion  of  the  laws  in 

*  being,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  remedied,  and  the 
'  manner  how,   will  be  the  proper  queftion  now  to 

*  be  confidered :  If  the  duties  now  payable  upon 
'  French  brandies  fhould  be  laid  on  all  foreign  fpi- 
'  rits,  it  would  not  only  encourage  the  fmuggling 
'  and  running  trade,  but  it  would  be  a  prejudice  to 

*  our  own  diftilling  trade,  for  our  diftillers  are  un- 

*  def  a  neceflity  of  mixing  up  a  certain  proportion  of 

*  French  brandy  with  our  Englifh  fpirits,  in  order  to 
'  make  them  fit  for  ufe  either  at  home  or  abroad  ; 

*  and  therefore  if  fuch  a  duty  can  be  thought  of  to 

*  be  laid  upon  all  foreign  fpirits,  as  will  prevent  their 

*  being  fold  in  the  country  fo  cheap,  as  to  interfere 

*  with  the  confumption  of  our  home-made  fpirits, 

*  and  yet  not  difable  us  from  importing  honeftly 

*  and  fairly  as  much  as  our  diflillers  may  have  oc- 

*  cafion  for  in  the  mannfa6lure  of  our  home-made 

*  fpirits,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  readily  come  into 
^  fuch  a  propofitron. 

*  In  order,  Sir,  to  make  fuch  a  propofition  to  this 

*  houfe,  I  have  for  fome  time  confidered  the  cafe,  I 

*  have  talked  with  fome  of  the  mofl  noted  diflillers 

*  in  town  about  it,  and  I  have  made  all  the  enqui- 
'  ries  I  thought  proper  for  attaining  to  a  full  infor- 

*  madon  as  to  this  particular;  and  from  the  whole  I 

*  believe,  that  a  duty  of  5  s.  per  gallon  upon  all  fo- 

*  reign  brandies  is  the  moft  proper  medium  to  be 
'  fixed  on.* 

This  propofition  was  not  much  oppofed,  only 
fome  gentlemen  feemed  to  think,  that  5  s.  6  d,  would 
have  been  a  more  proper  medium  ;  and  upon  this 
occafion  Samnel  Sandys  Efq;  fpoke  to  the  following 

cfFea. 

'  Sir, 


A.  ij 


3- 


DEBATES,  453 


'  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  honourable  Z^^^^l^^^^^'"' 

«  tleman  over  the  way,  that  all  mixtures  are  not  to 

<  be  looked  on  as  public  frauds,  for  it  feems  the 

'  mixing  of  French  brandy  with  Englijh  fpirits  is  not 

«  only  no  public  fraud,  but  a  mixture  which  ought 

«  to  be  encouraged,  as  being  ufeful  and  neceflary  in 

«  the  diililling  trade  \  yet  with  refpedt  to  the^  pub- 

*  lie,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  mixing  of  Englijh 

*  cyder  with  Portugal  wine,  can  be  confidered  as  a 
'  greater  fraud  than  the  mixing  of  French  brandy 

*  with  Englifh  fpirits. 

'  I  mud  likewife  take  notice  that  the  famegentle- 

'  man  feems  to  admit,  that  the  laws  of  the  culloms 

*  and  excife,  v/hen  united  and  joined  together,  are 

*  found  to  be   inefFcdlual  for  collecting  the  duties 

*  payable  upon  the  commodities  he  mentioned,  or 
'  for  the  preventing  the  fmuggling  and  running  of 

*  them  into  this  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  I  hope, 

*  Sir,  I  fhall  not  hereafter   hear  any  propofition  ei- 

*  ther  from  that  gentleman  or  any  of  his  friends,  for 
'  laying  any  other  duties  under  the  fame  circum- 

*  fiances,  more   efpecially  fince  the  uniting  of  i\\^ 
'  laws  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife  is  well  known  to  be 

*  in  all  cafes  an  union,  which  is  moft  grievous  and 

*  moft  burdenfome  to  the  fubjed.' 

And  fome  gentlemen  having  upon  this  occafion  sir ;r/7^'-2«5 
mentioned  Bitnkirk^s  a  port,  ^ix  William  fFyndham^^^l^^f'"^^ 
ilood  up  and  faid,  '  That  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  it 

*  fo  much  as  mentioned  as  a  port  •,  that  it  was  againft 

*  the  honour  of  the  Englifj  nation  to  acknowledge 

*  it  as  fuch,  or  to  admit  that  it  fhould  ever  be  made 
^  ufe  of  as  fuch.     This,  fays  he,  is  not  now  the  pro- 

*  per  fubjed  of  our  confideration,  but  I  hope  that 

*  this  houfe  will  at  fome  other  time  take  an  oppor- 
'  tunity  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  to  confider 

*  of  this  affair/ 

Whereupon  Mr.  Chancellor  o^t\\tExche(iuer  ftoodsir  Rch-n 
up  and  faid,  *  That  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  njotf'^,^^;^' 

G  g  3  l^^" 
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«  be  diverfed  from  what  was  then  the  proper  fubjedl 
«  of  their  confideration  ;  that  Dunkirk's  being  men- 
<  tioned  as  a  port  muft  necefliiriiy  raife  the  juft  in- 

*  dignation  of  every  EngUJhman  ;  that  no  EngliJIj- 
^  man  ever  did,  or  ever  could  admit  it  as  a  port. 
'  And,  iliys  he,  whatever  terms  gentlemen  may  in- 

*  advertently  make  ufe  of,  yet  1  hope  no  pretence 
^  will  ever  be  from  thence  taken  to  infringe  thofe 

*  rights,  which  this  nation  is  by  amoft  folemn  trea- 

*  ty  juftly  intitled  to.? 

After  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  and  feveral 

others  had  fpoke,  the  Committee  refolved,  that  it 

lleioiutions.  was  their  opinion,  '  That  the  ad  pafled  in  the  fe- 

'   cond  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty  f  intitled.  An  aci 

*  for  hying  a  duty  upon  compound  waters  or  fpir its , 
^  and  for  Uccnfing  the  retailers  thereof)  had  been  a 

*  difcouragement  to  the  diftilling  of  fpirits  from  corn 

*  in  Great  Britain^  and  therefore  ought  to  be  repeal- 

*  ed  ;  that  for  the  encouragement  of  the  exporta- 
^  tion  of  fpirits  drawn  from  corn  in  Great  Britain^  a 
^  drawback  or  allowance  of  6/.  8  s.per  ton,  ought 

*  to  be  paid  and  allowed  on  the  exportation  thereof; 
^  and  that  the  duties  payable  upon  brandy  and  fpi- 

<  rits  imported,  except  from  his  Majtfty's  planta- 

*  tions  in  America^   fhould  from  and  after  the  24th 

<  of  June  then  next,  ceafe  and  determiine,  and  that  in 

*  lieu  thereof  there  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty 

*  a  duty  of  five  Ihillings  per  gallon,  on  all  brandy 

*  and   fpirits  imported  from  foreign  ports,  except 

*  fuch  as  fhajl  be  of  the  growth  and  manufadure  of 

*  his  Majefly's  plantations  in  America.^ 

Which  refolutions  were  on  the  12th  d2iy  of  March 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  purfuant  to  them. 

Excife  com-     Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  on  IFed- 
"""'"•       nefday  the  7th  day   oi March,' movzd^  '  That  the 

'  houfe 
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*  houfe  might  upon  that  day  feven-night  refolve  it- 
'  felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con- 

*  fider  of  the  mod  proper  methods  for  the  better 
'  fecurity  and  improvement  of  the  duties  and  reve- 
'  nues  already  charged  upon  and  payable  from  to- 

*  bacco  and  wines  ;'  and  the  fame  having  been  order- 
ed accordingly,  the  houfe  did  upon  Wednefday  the 
14th  of  March  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee 
according  to  the  faid  order  ;  the  many  accounts,  re- 
turns and  other  papers  which  the  houfe  had  before 
called  for,  being  firH:  referred  to  the  faid  Committee, 
and  the  commilfionersof  the  cuftoms  and  of  the  ex- 
cife  being  attending  purfuant  to  an  order  of  thepre^ 
ceding  day. 
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Mr.  Prior'j  Account  of  his  examination  before  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
negotiations^  relating  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht*. 
C  See  Vol.  VI.  p.  340.  ] 

IN  outward  appearance  they  were  all  very  civil  ;  fet  me  a 
chair  equal  to  the  table  where  they  fat,  and  next  to  Secre-^ 
tary  Stanhope^  who  had  the  books  and  papers  of  the  fecre- 
tary's  office  before  him.  Mr.  Walpole  the  chairman  faid 
little  more  than  mere  compliment.  Mr.  Lechtnere,  with  great 
indullry,  hid  from  me,  and  often  himfeif  looked  into  papers  in  io- 
lio,  unbound,  and  covered  with  a  blue  fheet.  I  did  not  then  know 
what  they  were,  but  during  the  examination,  I  perceived  it  was 
the  report  then  printed,  and  in  fome  few  days  after  publifl^ed 
He  began  with  an  affefted  eloquence,  that  as  I  had  ierved  in  a  vcrv 
high  employment,  and  with  very  great  applaufe,  the  committet; 
relied  upon  my  candour  and  probity:  That  as  what  they  a.^kcd 
me  was  for  the  King's  fervice,  lo  what  I  anfwered  would  be  for 
my  own  honour.  After  this,  fome  of  them  began  with  feveral 
vague  queilions  :  What  I  knew  of  the  negotiation  ?  How  long 
I  had  been  acquainted  with  the  Abbe  Gaultier  ?  It  the  propofiticns. 
came  firil  from  France,  or  if  we  fent  them  ?  And  deiircd  me  to 
give  them  an  account  of  whatever  I  could  of  that  whole  matter  ; 
which,  it  feems,  they  thought  I  was  fo  ready  to  do,  that  fome  of 
them  took  their  pens  and  paper,  as  if  I  were  to  begin  a  fermon, 
and  they  to  take  fhort  notes. 

I  faid.  That  as  I  had  always  a£led  abroad  by  the  authority  of 
the  crown  of  England,  and  had,  in  obedience  to  the  King  s  com- 
mands, given  up  all  the  memorials  and  papers  which  related  to 
that  part  of  the  peace  in  which  I  had  a  fnarc,  I  was  defirous  to 
anfv,-er  the  honourable  committee  (before  whom  I  underilood  fuch 
papers  were)  in  every  thing  that  might  help  to  explain  them  :  Thai 
my  books  were  already  before  them  ;  and,  as  I  had  already  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope^  thofe  books  mull  even  fpeak  for 
themfelves.  The  committee  ieemed  to  acquiefce  in  my  anfwer. 
Lord  Coningsby  whifpered  the  chairman,  and  faid,  No,  we  will 
begin  with  the  money. 

The  committee  then  defired  to  know  what  money  I  drew  from 
the  ueafury  in  171 1,  when  I  went  'miQFra7Ke.     I  anfwered,  two 

hundred 
^  Written  by  hi^ofe^f. 
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hundred  pounds;  and,  as  I  remembered,  that  was  the  fum.  I  had 
either  credit  from  Mr.  Ctijj'ordy  on  his  Correfpondent,  or  from 
JVIonfieur  Cantillon  ,•  I  couid  not  well  remember  which,  it  being 
now  four  years  fmce.  Had  you  thefe  bills,  fome  of  them  faid, 
from  my  Lord  Treafurer?  I  replied,  No.  They  asked  me,  Was 
it  by  his  order  ?  I  faid,  I  hoped  there  was  no  occafion  for  a  reply 
to  that  queflion.  I  prefumed  it  would  be  found,  as  other  moQey 
expended  on  the  like  occafion,  by  dire<fticn  of  the  Sovereign.  I 
found  they  were  not  pleafed  with  this  anfwer.  Walple  faid,  Wi]l 
you  think  a  little  of  the  method  in  which  this  examination  is  to 
proceed  ?  And  Mr.  Prior  would  be  pleafed  in  the  mean  time  to 
retire  a  little. 

When  I  was  called  in  again,  the  fame  queftion  was  asked  me, 
and  the  fame  anfwer  returned.  I  added.  That  I  well  hoped  thole 
fums,  and  feveral  others  of  much  greater  importance,  were  paid  : 
That  otherwife,  for  want  of  knowledge  in  the  crown-laws,  I 
ihould  find  myfelf  a  beggar  ;  and  from  an  Hotel  at  Paris,  might 
fpend  the  reft  of  my  days  in  the  Counter.  And  here  I  addreiied 
jny{c\{io'^ir.  Stanhope,  as  to  what  1  had  writ  to  him  concerning 
my  debts.  He  faid.  That  nothing  of  all  this  concerned  me.  Prior, 
I  muft  apply  myfelf  to  you  upon  another  head.  I  mull  own  myfelf 
unexperienced  in  the  method  of  Parliament ;  I  have  no  papers  by 
me,  I  have  no  council ;  for  want  of  memory  and  judgment  I  may 
err  ;  and  though,  Gentlemen,  I  am  accufed  of  nothing,  I  know- 
not  but  that  I  may  accufe  myfelf  through  inadvertency  or  miftake. 
Here  Mr.  Stafihope  rofe  up,  and  told  the  committee,  That  he 
had  the  King's  particular  direction,  that  whatever  I  faid  to  them, 
or  they  to  the  houfe  of  Commons,  (hould  not  be  of  any  prejudice 
to  myfelf.  I  took  a  (heet  of  paper,  which  lay  before  irie,  and 
wrote  this  down,  as  I  did  what  they  had  already  laid  to  me.  Here, 
after  they  h.ad  whifpered,  and  fome  even  ieparated  themfelves 
from  the  table,  to  confer  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  the  chairman 
told  me  I  might  withdraw;  which  I  did,  leaving  the  notes  I 
had  taken  upon  the  table. 

When  I  v/as  called  in  again,  I  found  their  civility  much  aba- 
ted, and  the  battery  quite  changed.  The  mod  confufed  quellions 
were  put  to  me  upen  leveral  heads  backward  and  forward,  by 
Lechmcre  and  Bofcai^ven,  and  Coningsby,  (the  two  firft  of  whom  I 
think  underilood  not  one  word  of  what  thsy  were  faying. )  Co- 
?jinoshv  at  length  prevailed,  Mr.  Prior,  you  were  lent  out  that 
you  might  iiave  time  to  recoUeft  more  particularly  upon  whom 
you  had  credit,  when  my  Lord  of  Oxford  fent  you  into  France. 
Prior,  I  have  great  rei'pecl  to  the  Earl  o^  Oxford  y  but  he  never, 
lent  me  into  Fra?ice.  And  turning  to  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhcpey 
who  had  the  books  of  the  office  of  1 7 1 1  in  his  hand,  I  faid,  That 
as  I  had  the  honour  to  be  fent  into  France  by  the  Queen's  fpecial 
appointment  and  immediate  direction,  I  prefumed  the  copy  of 
^my  powers  were  to  be  found  in  the  books  before  him.  He  turning 
to  it,  Mr.  Prior,  is  this  the  copy  of  your  inflrutlions  ?     Prior,  I 

be- 
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believe  it  is  ;  but  to  give  the  committee  no  further  trouble  on  this 
iiead,  I  am  ready  either  now,  or  any  other  time,  to  produce  the 
ori'rinal,  as  I  think  it  may  tend  to  my  lervice.  Being  asked  of 
whom  I  received  money  in  Frances'  I  anfvvered.  Of  IMonfieur 
Cantillon.  Bofca^^eriy  Was  he  not  a  Papill  ?  Prior,  Elfe,  Sir, 
he  could  not  have  been  a  banker  at  Paris,  which  he  had  been 
for  feveral  years  before  1  knew  him.  In  one  word,  he  was  the 
common  banker  to  whom  the  Etigliy^  ^ddrciied  themfelves,  and  I 
think  Clifford  oi  Amprdatn  was  his  corrtfpondent.  Stanhpv znd 
IValpole,  I  found  frowning  and  nodding  at  each  other,  and  ex- 
tremely aihamed  at  this  vile  (luff. 

Being  fent  out,  and  called  in  again,  I  found  the  thunder  broke 
out.  Walpole  referred  it  to  Stanhope  to  fpeak.  Stanhope^  The 
committee  are  not  fatisfied  with  your  behaviour  to  them.  I 
have  already  told  you,  that  the  Lords  above,  and  the  committee 
here,  have  taken  nptice  that  they  find  a  conltant  correfpondence 
on  your  fide  to  the  Lord  Treafurer,  bat  no  anfwers  from  him  , 
whereas  all  your  letters  from  Lord  Bolinghroks  are  entire,  anc 
commonly  in  their  right  order.  Some  of  thofe  indeed  are  milling. 
The  whole  committee  echoed  the  fame  thing.  Prior,  I  was  tola 
fome  hours  fmce,  by  this  honourable  committee,  that  I  Ihoula 
be  asked  nothing  that  might  prejudice  myfelf.  I  am  a  gocu 
deal  confufed ;  1  have  no  council  ;  and,  with  great  refped,  \ 
look  upon  this  to  be  a  downright  accufation  of  myfelf,  as  it 
I  fhould  have  held  any  correfpondence  I  was  unwilling  to  de- 
dare.  1  muft  refer  myfelf  to  you  in  this  point,  A'lr.  Star,- 
hope.  The  letters  that  we  receive,  when  abroad,  from  the  fc- 
zretaries  of  flate,  we  keep,  copying  our  anfwers  to  them,  bou. 
ivhich  juilify  our  afting  according  to  our  orders  ient  us  ;  and 
[  prefume  it  will  be  found,  that  my  letters,  which  you  have 
n  your  own  keeping,  aniwer  thofe  written  to  me  by  the  fe- 
:retaries  of  ftate  under  whofe  departments  I  aded  j  which 
etters  you  have  likewife.  You  have  alfo  the  letters  I  have 
kvrote  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  in  my  books,  at  leall  thofe  of  them 
hat  related  to  the  public  affair,  and  confequently  were  worth 
:eeping.  I  did  not,  nor  could  I  expecl  a  conftaiu.  correfpondence 
rom  him.  What  1  wrote  was  for  his  information  :,  whatufe  his 
-ordfhip  made  of  that  information,  I  had  reafon  to  prefume  was 
or  the  Queen's  fervice  ;  and  the  anfwers  and  diredlions  ';o  me  were 
o  come  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate.  Committee,  It  is  very  itrange, 
hat  net  above  two  or  three  letters  fhould  appear  from  ir:-'  Lord 
rreafurer  :  Did  he  not  write  more  to  you  ?  Prior,  He  writ  .0  me 
everal  times,  and  I  obeyed  his  commands  intimated  to  me  tliere- 
ti.  Thofe  commands  performed,  the  letters  were  of  no  ufe,  and 
no  more  kept  them  than  I  did  letters  received  from  other  noble- 
nen,  the  Duke  of  BuckiTigham,  the  Lord  Halifax,  Lord  Har- 
mrt  then  Lord  Chancellor,  ^c .  They  related  no  otherwife  to 
le  negotiation,  than  in  commending  me,  alTuring  me  that  he  re- 
refented  my  fervices  to  the  Queen  in  a  right  light,  and  wifhing  a 
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fpeedy  end    to   the  negotiation,  that   I   might    come    home  to 
him. 

1  was  fent  out  again,  and  recalled  ;  was  asked  how  many  let- 
ters I  might  in  all  have  received  from  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and 
what  was  the  fubftance  of  any  of  them.  Prior,  As  to  the  num- 
ber, I  cannot  particularly  tell :  I  received  a  letter  from  him  (ome- 
times  of  five,  lometimes  of  ten  or  twelve  lines,  ordering  me  to 
pay  fums  of  money  to  perfons  who  had  the  Queen's  penfion,  and 
were  then  in  France,  or  recommending  fome  of  his  particular 
friends  to  my  acquaintance,  or,  which  I  thought  much  better,  tel- 
ling me  he  had  ordered  the  payment  of  my  bills  j  but  I  might 
very  fafely  affirm,  that  I  had  no  letter  that  could  poffibly  concern 
the  committee,  or  any  body  elfe.  I  have  one  letter  that  as  Lord 
Treafurer  he  writ  to  me,  which  related  to  the  payment  of  the 
dowry  of  King  James\  Queen  Mary  y  a  thing  publickly  tranl- 
a£led,  and  known  here  in  England :  But  as  no  progrefs  was  made 
in  that  affair  during  my  ilay  in  France,  and  that  it  did  not  belong 
to  the  negotiation  of  the  peace,  I  had  not  indeed  given  up  that 
letter,  but,  as  I  thought,  I  could  find  it,  or  the  copy  of  it,  if  it 
fhould  have  been  thought  of  any  ufe.  In  the  mean  time,  I  thought 
proper,incafe  any  thing  had  been  done  in  that  matter,  to  keep  that 
letter  for  my  own  juftiiication  ;  as  indeed  it  would  have  been  my 
order.  Bofcanven,  Sir,  you  fay  you  do  not  know  how  many  letters 
you  had  ;  might  you  have  ten  ?  Prior ^  I  believe  I  might.  BoJ- 
ca^iscn.  Might  you  have  fourteen?  Prior,  1  believe  I  might. 
Bofca^cven,  I\light  ypu  have  fixteen  ^  Prior,  Indeed,  Mr.  "BoJ- 
ea<voen,  I  have  told  you  that  I  cannot  anfwer  you  to  any  indefinite 
number.  It  was  ftiil  urged  with  great  vehemence,  that  1  kept  a 
conftant  correfpondence  with  my  Lord  Treai'urer.  Prior,  I  am 
very  far  from  denying  it  ;  but  he  did  not  keep  a  conftant  corre- 
fpondence with  me.  It  was  my  duty  to  write  to  him,  and  he  was 
to  make  what  ufe  he  pleafed  cf  my  letters.  1  complained  fomcr 
times  of  the  objedions  I  met  with  at  the  court  of  France  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  m.y  orders  \  and  w^s  very  glad  when,  by  the  letters 
from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  I  found  my  difficulty  made  eafier  : 
Eat,  Gentlemen,  fince  we  are  upon  this  fubjedl,  throughout  the 
whole  coarfe  of  my  letters  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  even  in 
thofe  I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  5i'rfwi/'?.'r)',  after  his  Grace's  return 
both  in  England  and  Ireland,  I  flill  complained  that  my  Lord 
Treafurer  did  not  write  to  me.  And  here  indeed,  being  very 
much  teazed  and  vexed.  Lord  Coningsby  raving  and  threatening 
that  thefe  letters  mult  be  produced  ;  1  laid.  If  there  be  fuch  let- 
ters in  the  world,  that  contain  the  fecrets  of  the  negotiation, 
written  by  my  Lord  Treafurer,  it  might  be  very  well  prefumed 
his  Lordfliip  kept  copies  cf  them,  and  he  muft  produce  them  : 
For,  faid  1,  by  the  eternal  God  I  know  of  no  fuch  letters  ;  and 
you  know,  my  Lord,  that  your  countryman  is  no  very  exa<rt  cor- 
refpondent.  This  I  faid,  having  known  that  Lord  Coningsby  ha.d 
troubled  great  men,  if  not  my  Lord  Treafurer  particularly,  with 
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letters,  who  had  never  taken  care  to  anfwer  him.  I  grant  this 
was  very  foolifhly  laid  ;  tor  one  fhould  never  provoke  a  hedge- 
hog. Coning:by  breaking  out  into  a  great  paflion,  This  is  im- 
poiing  upon  the  committee  !  Prior,  Impofing,  my  Lord,  is  a 
very  hard  word.  He  lifted  'jp  his  voice  in  anger,  and  was  going 
on  :  But  Staiihcpe,  yet  louder  than  he,  fwore,  that  he  could  pro- 
duce every  individual  fcrip  of  paper  that  had  been  written  to  him 
by  any  man  alive,  or  that  he  had  written  to  any  man  during  his 
being  a  miniiler  abroad.  Prior,  Mr.  Stanhope^  I  am  forry  1  can- 
not do  the  like  ;  if  it  be  fo,  you  are  the  moft  careful  minilkr  that 
ever  yet  was  fent  abroad.  They  proceeded  in  asking  me  to  give 
an  account  of  what,  they  faid,  I  muft  needs  know,  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Lords  at  my  houfe  with  Mefnager  and  Gaultier,  I 
had  already  heard,  that  they  had  confultcd  their  friends  of  the 
iaw  upon  that  point,  and  had  determined  to  fix  upon  that  meeting, 
wherein  the  preliminaries  were  figned,  as  an  accufation  of  treafon. 
How  jullly,  I  leave  to  the  judgment  of  all  difintereiled  and  honell 
men  ;  fmce  firll,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  impoflible  for  any 
two  nations  in  war  to  come  ever  to  an  accommodation,  or  begin 
any  plan,  upon  which  a  future  peace  may  be  founded,  without  fome 
overture  and  intervention  of  this  kind.  All  treaties,  from  that 
of  Vern)ir.s  down  to  this  day,  have  been  thus  mediated.  CalUeres 
was  in  Holland,  and  diicourled  and  conferred  privately  with  Mon- 
fteur  Dyckvelt,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  above  two  years  before  he 
took  a  public  chara6ler,  and  figned  the  treaty  of  RyJ-uoick.  Mcn- 
fieur  de  Torcy  was  publicly  in  Holland,  in  1 709,  conferred  with  the 
penfioner,  and  the  deputies  of  the  States;  and  our  ov/n  plenipo- 
temiaries,  the  Duke  oi  Marlborough  and  Lord  'Ton,v7iJhend,  report- 
ed from  thofe  deputies  to  her  Majeily,  wKat  the  French  miniiler  ei- 
ther propofed  or  granted.  Mefnager  had  as  full  powers  as  France 
could  give,  had  owned  the  Queen's  authority,  and  ktn  her  per- 
fon  ;  and  had,  by  herMajefty's  diredlions,  feveral  times  conferred 
with  the  Lords  of  a  committee  of  cabinet  j  all  the  world  feeing 
the  man,  and  knowing  the  fa<ft :  So  that  any  meeting  after  this 
co«ld  not  be  fecret,  dangerous,  or  treafonable.  Mr.  St.  John  5 
letter  on  the  2^th  of  September,  171 1 ,  to  her  Majelty,  informs  her 
immediately  of  this  meeting,  and  herMajefiy  approves  of  what  is 
there  done,  by  her  efpecial  warrant  for  figning  the  preliminaries 
containing  the  demands  made  by  her  order. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  Mr.  St.  John  writes  to  the  Queen 
thus: 

**  The  committee  of  council  met  this  morning  at  x\^.t  Cockpit^ 
*'  and  directed  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  and  mylelf  to  confer  with 
*♦  Monfieur  Mefnager:  We  faw  him  accordingly  this  evening  at 
"  Mr.  Prior's  houfe,  where  my  Lord  Treafurer  and  Lord  Cham- 
='  berlain  were  likewifeprefent."  The  treafon  therefore,  if  there 
were  any,  was  committed  in  the  morning  by  the  committee  of 
council,  and  at  the  Cockpit,  and  not  at  Mr.  Priori  houfe  in  the 
Bvening.  It  may  properly  here  be  added,  the  Queen  had  figred 
%  warrant  the  17th  oi  S.^ptc ruber,  171 1,  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  lor 
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full  powers ;  in  which  my  Lord  Harcourt  then  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  Lord  Treafurer,  the  D\xkQoi Buckingham  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  the  Bifliop  of  Brijlol  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Earl  Voulett  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Hcufhold,  and  the  Earl  oi  Dartmouth  d^nd.  Mr.  St . 
John  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Matthenjo  Prior  Efq;  were  nomi- 
nated and  impowered  to  meet  with  the  Sieur  Mefnager,  provided 
with  fufHcient  authoricy  to  fettle  an  eventual  or  conditional  con- 
vention between  her  Majefty  and  the  moll  Chriflian  King ;  and  that 
this  warrant  was  not  made  ufe  of,  for  reafons  given,  being  very  natu- 
ral, becaufe  they  were  offers  only  on  the  French  fide,  and  did  not 
oblige  her  Majefty  to  any  thing  ;  fo  they  were  only  fignedikf^«^^r, 
and  Dartmouth  and  St.  John  are  only  witnefTes  that  thefe  articles 
are  to  be  looked  upon  as  conditions  which  his  moll  Chriilian  Ma- 
jefty agrees  to  grant,  and  which  are  afterwards  to  be  reduced  into 
form,  and  explained  to  the  common  fatisfaclion  oi  Great  Britain 
and  France.  The'  this  proceedure  will,  without  doubt,  hereafter 
appear  confonant  to  common  fenfe,  conducive  to  the  fafety  and 
good  oi  Great  Britain f  and  juftifiable  by  the  univerfal  cuftom  and 
law  of  nations,  Nunc  non  erat  his  locus.  I  faid,  Monfieur  M?//7«- 
ger  had  often  been  at  my  houfe ;  that  the  fecretary  of  ftate  had 
feen  him  there  j  that  I  had  eat  and  drank,  and  been  abroad  with 
him  feveral  times.  They  took  great  hold  of  this.  Bo/canven  ex- 
prefled  himfelfwith  great  joy.  This  is  more  than  we  knew  before  I 
And  from  thence  they  ran  wildly  back.  When  I  knew  Gaultier^ 
Where  I  had  been  with  Mefrager  ?  I  anfwered  to  this  in  as  ge- 
neral terms  as  I  could.  The  chairman  perceived  that  they  would 
lofe  their  point  in  this  multiplicity  of  queltions,  and,  checking 
their  fpeed,  reftrained  it  to  this  one  demand,  Chairman^  What 
Lords  were  prefent  at  your  houfe  at  the  meeting  when  the  preli- 
minary articles  were  talked  of  or  figned  ?  I  anfwered.  The  two 
fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  for  it  is  certain  they  were  fo,  their  nam^es  ap- 
pearing in  the  inftrument.  Chaimiany  Was  my  Lord  Oxford 
there  ?  Prior y  I  cannot  recollect  it :  One  of  the  Lords  were  ab- 
fent ;  whether  the  Duke  of  Shre^j:ihury^  or  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  I 
cannot  tell.  In  all  fincerity  and  honour  this  is  truth.  They  grew 
extremely  anger'd  upon  it,  and  fent  me  out  to  recoUedt  if  both 
thefe  Lords  were  not  prefent. 

I  came  in,  and  afTured  them  again.  That  as  well  as  I  could  re- 
member a  tranfadion,  of  which  1  took  no  notes,  and  which  was 
now  above  three  years  paft,  and  of  which  I  was  fo  far  from  expedl- 
ing  to  be  called  to  aay  account,  that  I  thought  it  was  an  honour 
to  me,  I  could  not  determine  which  of  the  two  were  abfent.  I 
faid  again.  That  this  was  fafl,  th^t  I  do  not  remember  it :  I  have 
only  an  idea  that  one  of  them  was  abfent.  The  anfvver  indeed 
had  thiseffedl,  that  it  was  the  fame  thing  as  if  they  were  both  ab- 
fent, fmce  they  could  not  determine  which  of  them  was  prefent. 
But  upon  this  meeting  no  lefs  accufation  than  an  article  of  high 
treafon  was  to  be  founded.  Was  any  thing  more  difficult  ever 
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put  upon  a  man,  than  to  endeavour  to  extort  an  evidence  from 
me,  in  order  to  bring  thofe  to  the  fcaffold  who  were  friends  and 
patrons,  under  whofe  orders  formerly,  and  with  whom  jointly 
now,  I  had  the  honour  to  ad,  by  the  Queen's  directions,  and  in 
a  matter  not  only  innocent,  but  laudable  !  Or  could  any  thing  be 
more  abfurd,  or  more  inhuman,  than  to  propofe  to  me  aqucilion, 
by  the  anfvvering  of  which  I  might  (according  to  them)  prove  my- 
felf  a  traytor  !  fmce,  as  I  had  heard,  every  man  who  is  a  part- 
ner, is  a  principal  in  treafon:  And  notwithftanding  their  folemn 
promife,  that  nothing  which  I  could  fay  fliould  hurt  myielf,  1  had 
no  reafon  to  truil:  them  ;  for  they  violated  that  promife  about 
five  hours  after,  as  I  fnall  fay  anon.  However,  I  owned  I  was 
there  prefent.  Whether  this  was  wifely  done  or  no,  I  leave  to  my 
friends  to  determine. 

From  my  being  taken  up  by  order  of  the  houfe  of  Common?, 
this  examination  was  juft  a  week.  They  now,  after  I  had  been 
turned  out,  and  returned  again,  interrogated  me  :  If  fince  my  be- 
ing taken  into  cuftody,  I  had  not  feen  my  Lord  of  Oxford^  or  any 
of  his  relations  ?  I  iaid,  I  had  feen  my  Lord  Oxford  the  laii 
Sunday  at  Mr.  Thomas  Harle/s  houfe  ;  and  was  going  on  to  ex- 
plain that  Mr.  Thomas  Harley  and  I,  who  were  taken  up  at  the 
fame  time,  (living  within  three  doors  of  each  other)  commonly 
dined  together  at  one  or  the  other  of  our  houfes,  our  refpedive 
meffengers  guarding  us.  That  on  Sunday  going  to  dine  with  Mr, 
Harley,  I  faw  my  Lord  O.r^r^atthe  rtairs-head,  going  out ;  tha: 
I  asked  him  if  he  dined  with  us :  He  told  me,  he  was  to  dine  in 
better  company.  That  this  was  ail  that  palTed  between  us;  the 
rtieffenger  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs  heard  every  word  I  faid  to 
him.  As  I  was  telling  this,  they  anfwered  it  was  fufficient,  I 
had  feen  my  Lord  Oxford,  and  his  near  relations ;  which  was  the 
queftion  asked. 

I  here  was  ordered  to  retire,  and  when  I  was  called  in  again, 
the  chairman,  from  amoagft  many  books  and  papers  which  he 
had  before  him,  (and  the  fecretary  of  date  had  on  the  other  fide  as 
jaany,  and  I  perceived  many  of  them  were  my  own  ;)  the  chair- 
man, I  fay,  abruptly  enough  drew  out  one  half-flieet  of  the  large 
demy  paper,  written  very  foul,  and  razed  in  feveral  places, which 
indeed  when  he  gave  me  into  my  hand,  I  hardly  knew  what  it 
was,  fo  far  as  to  give  any  reafonable  account  of  it,  it  being  without 
daie  or  title,  and,  as  I  fay,  very  imperfeft  a"  to  the  very  words  and 
Ityle.  He  asked  me  dryly,  and  without  any  other  previous  word. 
If  I  knew  that  hand  t  Prior,  There  are  two  hands  in  it,  one  is 
very  like  the  hand  I  write  when  firll  I  make  any  brouillon.  Onr 
or  t^^va  of  the  cQjnmlttee,  Sir,  What  do  you  mean  by  a  brouillon  ? 
Prior,  When  I  write  any  thing  at  firll  only  for  my  ov/n  memory, 
as  to  what  I  would  draw  up  after  in  a  more  perfe£l  manner.  1 
perufed  this  piece  of  paper,  and  upon  a  little  reflexion,  direding 
my^tXitolslr, Stanhope,  faid,  1  believe  this  paper  contained  feme 
notes  upon  a  letter  1  received  from  his  predeceiTor  my  Lord  Bo* 
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linghrone.  He  was  apprifed  of  this  before  ;  for  he  readily  turned 
to  the  letter  which  was  regifter'd  in  the  office-bock.  I  added, 
that  I  thought  there  were  iome  notes  I  had  taken  in  the  Frtnch 
language,  to  enable  me  to  fpeak  more  particularly  to  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  of  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  faid  fecretary's  letter.  As 
that  letter  was  written  four  years  before,  and  I  was  not  in  poflel- 
fion  of  my  own  letters,  the  fecretary  himfelf  and  the  committee 
could  beft  inform  themfelves  of  the  fubftance  thereof.  There  was 
written.  My  Lord^  Tr.  ne  doute point  que  la  cour  de  France  riy  trounje 
de  remede.  Now  whatever  Lord  that  might  mean,  they  had  al- 
ready prirtted  it  my  Lord  Treafurer  ;  and  in  fo  doing,  had  given 
that  fentehce  the  wrongeft  conliruflion  imaginable,  as  proving 
that  my  LOrdTreafurer  would  give  up  Tournay  toFrance  ;  whereas 
the  whole  hint  was  meant  to  renew  to  the  minifters  at  that  courtj 
that  Tournay  was  to  be  given  to  the  allies  j  and  it  was  to  keep  the 
court  of  France  from  endeavouring  to  hope  the  contrary.  A3 
what  was  in  this  brouillon  was  fometinies  an  abridgment,  and 
fometimes  a  verbal  tranflation  of  my  Lord^(?//»^i^r£'/^^'s  letter,  which 
Mr.  Stanhope  ftill  held  clofe,  and  as  I  read  the  French  into  Eng- 
lijh,  I  asked  him  if  the  fame  fenfe  was  in  the  letter  ;  he  did  not 
deny  it :  Coningsby  grew  extremely  angry,  and  on  a  fudden  broke 
out  into  fome  expreffions,  which  neither  he  (hould  have  uttered, 
nor  will  I  repeat ;  and  fo  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw  again  ;  which 
was  into  the  next  room,  where  not  only  a  meilenger  of  the  houfe 
of  Commons,  but  a  door-keeper  of  the  fecretary's  office,  waited 
all  day,  and  were  ftill  ready  to  receive  me. 

Being  called  in  again,  I  was  interrogated  without  method  or 
connexion,  as  any  member  of  the  committee  pleafed,  and  indeed 
with  confufion  and  diforder  enough  among  themfelves ;  for  they 
fometimes  ftopped  each  other's  quellion,  and  propofed  new  ones  of 
their  own.  At  lafl:  it  came  to  this.  Chairman,  Mr.  Prior ,  we 
cannot  doubt  but  that  you  are  apprifed  of  the  whole  affair  o^Tour- 
nay  ?  Did  my  Lord  ever  write  about  Tournay  ?  Prior,  I  cannot 
readily  anfwer,  as  not  underftanding  the  force  ofthequeftion  ;  I 
believe  my  Lord  Treafurer  may  have  writ  to  me  concerning  Tour- 
nay  2A  the  beginning  of  the  negotiation  ;  I  am  fure  he  has  fpoke 
to  me  about  Town  ay :  I  may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  time;  but  I 
think  in  17I  i  the  French  infifted  upon  their  having  Tournay.  But 
I  very  well  remember,  that  the  Queen's  inftru£lions  to  her  am- 
bafladors  for  the  general  peace,  were  pofitive  that  the  Dutch 
{hould  have  it.  1  underilocd  the  negotiation  to  continue  always 
upon  that  foot.  I  added,  that  as  the  affair  of  the  barrier  was 
tranfafted  at  Utrecht,  I  had  nothing  inm.y  inftrudlions  relating  to 
'(hat  whole  matter,  otherwife  than  as  it  might  relate  in  general  to 
the  peace.  What  I  have  of  the  whole  negotiation  is  before  you. 
Here  Walpole  and  Stanhope  grew  mightily  perplexed  ;  one  in  a 
fullen,  and  t'other  in  an  unbounded  paffion.  Coningsby  raved 
out  right.  I  may  juft;ly  proteft  that  I  could  not  conceive  the  caufe 
of  this  diforder  3    for  1  did  not  know   that  they   had   already 

founded 
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founded  their  high  treafon  upon  the  article  of  Tournay,  agalnft 
my  Lord  Treafurer;  nor  can  I  fince  comprehend  why  they  did. 
To  ihew  the  juftice,  as  well  as  the  good  judgment  of  thefe  men, 
it  muft  certainly  appear  not  only  extravagant,  but  ridiculous  to  all 
that  think  righter  than  the  committee,  that  i?,  10  all  men  livings 
that  an  article  of  high  treafon  fliould  be  founded  againil  an  Eiig- 
lljh  minifter  upon  Toumay,  which  was  not  given  up  to  the 
French,  and  no  mention  ever  made  of  LtJJe,  which  adually  was 
given  up.  This  by  the  way.  It  may  be  further  obferved,  that 
at  thit  time  not  one  third  part  of  the  committee  themfelves  did 
know  upon  what  point  the  accufations  either  againil  the  Earl 
QiOxf.rdy  or  any  man  elfe,  were  to  be  grounded  ;  feveral  of  them 
having  fmce  toid  me  themfelves,  that  they  never  either  drew  up 
or  read  the  report ;  but  that  thofe  things  came  to  them,  as  they 
merrily  exprelled  it,  ready  cut  and  dried. 

But  to  return  to  my  journal  ;  this  various  and  incoherent  man- 
ner of  examination  having  now  lafted  above  nine  hcurs,  two  of 
my  makers  (by  the  way)  Sir  Richard  OnJhn.v,  and  General  Erie, 
had  left  the  committee  almoil  at  the  beginning  of  the  day  ;  for 
to  give  them  their  due,  they  asked  me  very  fc:wqaeiliGns  while 
there,  and  by  going  away  ieemed  alhamed  of  the  proceeding: 
And  now  Walpole  himfeif  gre\v  weary  of  it,  and  v/as  going,  but 
hindered,  and,  as  it  were,  kept  in  the  chair  by  Mr,  Stanhope,  who 
faid  openly^  they  could  not  go  on  without  the  chairman.  I  was 
ordered  to  withdraw,  and  during  about  half  an  hour's  recefs  into 
the  next  room,  or  rather  palTage,  as  the  door  was  by  chance 
opened,  I  heard  them  extremely  warm  and  loud  wi:h  oae  another. 
Whilil  I  was  in  this  little  room,  in  which  the  melTenger,  under 
whofe  cullody  I  was,  and  a  door-keeper  of  the  fecretary's  cfiicCj 
as  I  have  already  faid,  were  waiting,  Coningihy  came  out  by  a 
back-way,  as  Bofca^ven  did  by  the  fore-door.  In  this  room  was 
a  trunk,  and  in  it  feveral  papers  and  memorials,  to  which  the 
committee  had  recourfe  during  the  examination.  The  trunk  was 
open,  and  I  could  not  but  perceive  by  the  indorfements  that  ma- 
ny of  the  papers  were  my  own.  Coningsby  whifper'd  the  officers 
to  take  care  that  I  (hould  not  come  nigh  the  trunk,  and  really 
looked  en  me  more  like  a  fury  than  a  man ;  tho'  certainly  I  had 
all  the  right  imaginable  to  fee  every  paper  that  related  to  me  in  my 
examination,  which  was  pretended  to  be  made  upon  no  other 
foot,  than  that  the  King  fhould  be  informed  of  what  I  had  done 
for  his  fervice  in  the  negotiation  of  the  peace ;  and  if  the  com- 
mittee themfelves  had  had  really  a  mind  to  be  apprifed  of  the 
truth  as  to  faft,  the  hindering  a  man  whom  they  intended  fhould 
become  an  evidence  from  feeing  his  own  papers,  was  but  an  ill 
method  towards  his  giving  them  a  clearer  intelligence. 

I  was  now  called  in  for  the  lail  time,  and  I  found  that  they 
had  colleded  feveral  heads  of  what  they  thought  proper  i  fhould 
fet  my  hand  to.  I  read  them,  and  made  ibme  objt;dions  there- 
unto, but  to  no  purpofe.     I  faid,  that  to  many   queilions  1  had 

Vo  L.  X.  H  h  not. 
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not,  nor  could  aniwer  in  the  pofitive  manner  that  was  there  ie^ 
down:  That  as  to  divers  fads,  I  could  not  take  things  upon  my 
memory:  That  as  to  others,  1  had  indeed  faid,  I  believed  I 
thought  I  heard,  or  underllood  they  were  fo :  That  the  omifli- 
on  ot  thefe  words  made  me  lay  pofitively,  and  as  an  evidence, 
what  I  Ihould  not  be  able  to  maintain,  having  only  anlwered 
them  as  my  memory  ferved  me,  and  as  much  as  1  knew  of  the 
heads  upon  which  1  had  been  interrogated,  knowing  that  they 
themielves  had  blamed  my  anfwers,  for  being  very  imperfect  ; 
and  I  had  more  than  once  told  them,  I  was  lorry  I  could  not 
aniwer  them  more  fully.  I  cbjedled  againil  thefe  words :  He 
confej/es,  that  Jin  ce  his  co7ijinement  he  has  connjerfed  ixsilh  the  Earl 
o/^Oxford,  and  his  neareji  relations.  I  did  not,  I  faid,  confefs. 
Confellion  fuppo;es  a  crime  :  I  was  told  I  was  accufed  of  none  : 
I  faid  i  /lad  fcen  the  Earl  0\.  Oxford  2X  Mr.  Thomas  Harley'^ ;  and  I 
as  I  was  going  to  tell  the  thing  again,  J  ejus  !   faid  Coningsby* 

how  perjured  is  this  man  r  Prio  r,  My  Lord,  have  a  care  of . 

Coningshy,  No,  Sir,  'ris  you  tliat  mull  have  a  care.  Seeing  now 
txhe  face  of  the  committee  againll  me  ;  knowing  and  prelum ing, 
that  if  ever  the  Duke  of  Shrc-j::hcryy  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  or 
Lord  Bolinghroke  himfelf  fnould  be  brought  to  trial,  I  mult  be 
fure,  before  the  Lords  have  an  opporcanity  of  explaining  what  I 
had  faid,  and  declaring  what  uiage  I  had  found  from  the  com- 
mittee, I  figned  the  paper.  I  cannot  here  omit  a  ridiculous  in- 
ilance  of  my  iV//V^//^y^:v  ju  ft  ice's  skill  in  the  law:  He  was  jull  go- 
ing to  fet  his  name  en  the  left  hand  of  the  paper,  where  1  was 
to  have  fet  mine  ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  timely  cautioned  by 
the  chairman,  it  would  have  been  the  depofuion  of  Hugh  Bof- 
canjoen,  jurat,  coram  me,   Matthew  Prior. 

When  I  had  thus  figned  the  paper,  the  chairman  told  me,  that 
the  committee  were  not  at  all  fatisfied  with  my  behaviour,  nor 
could  give  fuch  an  account  of  it  to  the  houfe  that  might  merit 
their  favour  in  my  behalf:  That  at  prefent  they  thought  fit  to 
lay  me  under  a  Ilrider  confinement  than  that -of  my  own  houfe. 
Here  Bofcaiven  play'd  the  moralilt,  and  Coningsby  the  chriilian  ; 
but  both  very  aukwardly.  Bofaiven  faid,  that  he  had  often 
hsard  Mr.  Stepnes^  (who  was  a  wife  man,  and  our  old  friend) 
repeat  this  proverb.  Near  is  myjhirt^  hut  nearer  my  skin  j  and  told 
me,  if  I  had  remembered  that  faying,  and  adted  according  to  it, 
it  would  have  been  better  for  me.  And  Coningsby  laid,  he  had 
known  me  a  long  time,  and  was  heartily  forry  for  my  conditi- 
on ;  but  all  this  proceeded  from  m.y  own  fault.  Now  this  kind 
commiferation  did  not  laft  above  a  minute  ;  for  the  meffenger, 
to  whofe  houfe  they  intended  to  confine  me,  being  calPd,  Co- 
ningsby asked  him,  if  his  houfe  was  fecured  by  bolts  and  bars. 
The  melTenger,  who  is  by  birth  a  gentleman,  and  a  very  gpod- 
natured  man,  was  allonilhed  at  the  queilion,  and  anfwered,  that 
he  never  had  any  in  his  cuftody  but  Parliament  prifoners,  (as  he 
cxpreffed  it)  and  there  were  neither  bolts  nor  bars  in  his   houfe. 

At 
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At  which  (7(7;;/^^^j<^)' very  angrily  faid.  Sir,  you  muft  fecure  this 
prifonLT  ;  ic  is  for  the  lat'ety  of  the  nation  j  if  he  efcapes,  you  ihall 
anfwer  for  it.  '  And  now  I  met  with  another  hardlhip,  which  in- 
deed I  could  not  have  expected,  as  I  had  all  day  taken  notes  of 
the  heads  of  their  examination,  and  my  anfwers ;  and  particular- 
ly that  jSIr.  Stanhope  had,  by  his  Majerty's  order,  informed  the 
committer,  tiiat  from  whatever  I  Ihould  fay  in  this  examination, 
nothing  (hould  or  ought  to  redound  to  my  prejudice  :  Nor  indeed 
could  It  be  imagined  I  fliould  aniwer  upon  any  other  foot;  for 
without  the  King's  confent,  I  doubt  if  1  ought  at  all  to  have  an- 
fwered  to  the  committee.  M.  ?, 

Sir  W.  Wyndham,  Sir  John  Packlngton,  Mr,  Ed, 
Harvey,  Mr.  Foftcr,  Mr.  Antlis,  end  Mr. 
C.  Kynafton,  ordered.,  at  the  King's  reqiieft.,  to  be 
apprehended.     [  See  Vol.  VJ.  ] 

Sept.  2 1 .  f^  Eneral  S'hanhope,  Secretary  of  State,  acquainted  th^ 
Vj  Commons,  I'hat  he  was  commanded  by  the  King 
to  ccmmunicate  to  the  houfe,  ihit  his  Majeily  having  juil  caule 
to  fai[  ect,  that  Sir  Williain  Wyndham,  member  for  Some. •Jet/hire  ; 
Sir  John  Packlngton,  member  for  Worcefierfhire;  Mr.  Ed^vard 
Harvey,  member  for  CUthero ;  fvlr.  Fojiery  member  for  Nor- 
thumberland \  Mr.  AfijUsy  mtmhQv  fov  LaunceJIon -y  and  Mr.  C#r- 
bet  Kynajion,  member  for  Shreivshury,  are  engaged  in  a  defign 
to  fupport  the  intended  invafion  of  this  kingdom,  hath  given  or- 
der for  apprehending  them  ;  and  his  Majeity  defires  the  confent 
of  this  houfe  to  his  caufing  them  to  be  committed  and  detain'd, 
if  he  (hall  judge  it  neceflary  (b  to  do,  in  purfuance  of  the  late  aft 
of  Parliament  for  impovvering  liis  Majeily  to  commit  and  detain 
fuch  perfons  as  his  Majeily  fhall  fufped  are  confpiring  againll  his 
perfon  and  government  Hereupon  it  was  refoJved,  nemitte  con- 
tradicente^  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prelented  to  his  Majeily, 
returning  the  thanls.s  of  this  houle  for  his  gracious  mefiage  this 
day,  and  for  his  tender  regard  to  the  privileges  of  this  houfe ; 
and  to  defire,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  give  orders  for  the  com- 
mitting and  detaining  the  feveral  members  named  in  the  faid 
meffage,  purfuant  to  thea6l  of  this  fefSons  of  Parliament,  for  thai: 
purpofe. 

The  fame  day  likevvife  the  King  went  to  the  houfe  of  Peers, 
and  the  Commons  attending,  the  Speaker,  upon  prefenting  ^he 
money-bills,  made  the  following  fpeech  to  his  Majeily  : 

Mojl  gracious  So<vereigny 

*  "X/Our  Majelly's  moil  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  knights,  Speaker's 

*  X     citizens,   and  burgeiTes  in  Parliament   afll^mbled,    have  fpeech  to  th« 

*  now  finifhed  the  fupplies  granted  to  your  Majeily  fur  the  fer-  King  on  pre- 

*  vice  of  this  prefent  year.     Your  Commons  had  much  fooner  ^"^"^^"S^he 

Hhg  ofFer'd"'""^^-^^"^^ 


4^8  A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.         A.  1715. 

'  offered  thefe  fuppUes  to  your  Majefty,  had  not  their  zeal  for  your 

*  Majefty's  fervice,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  led 
'  them  into  inquiries  which  have  drawn  this  fefiion  to  an  unufual 

*  length. 

'  iiut  your  Commons  could  not  fee,  without  the  utmoft  indigna- 

*  tion,  the  glories  of  her  late  Majelly's  reign  tarniihed  by  a  trea- 

*  cherous  cellation   of  arms;  the  faith  of  treaties  violaced  ;  that 

*  ancient  probity,  for  which  the  Englijh  nation  had  been  jullly 
'  renown'd  throughout   all  ages,  expos'd  to  fcorn  and  contempt  i 

*  and  the  trade  ot  the  kingdom  given  up  by  infidious  and  preca- 

*  rious  treaties  of  commerce,  whilil  the  people,  amufed  with  new 
'  worlds  explor'd,  were  contented  to  fee   the  molt  advantageous 

*  branches  of  their  commerce  in  Europe  loft,  or  betrayed. 

'  Such  was  the  condition  of  this  kingdom,  when  it  pleas'd  the 

*  divine  providence  to  call  your  Majeily  to  the  throne  ot  your  an- 

*  ceftors,  under  whofe  aufpicious  reign  your  Commons  with  plea- 

*  fure  behold  the  glories  of  the  Plantagenets   (your  Majefty's  royal 

*  anceftors)  revive  i  and  have  an  unbounded  profped  of  the  con- 

*  tinuance  of  this  happinefs,  even  to  the  lateft  pofterity,   in  a  race 

*  of  princes  lineally  defcended  from  your  Majefty. 

*  And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  your  Com- 

*  mons,  to  eftablifli  your  Majefty's  throne  on  folid  and  lafting 
'  foundations,  they  have  apply'd  themfelves,  with  unweary'd  dili- 

*  gence,  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Britijh  nation,    and    to 

*  rertore  a  mutual  confidence  between  this  kingdom  and  its  anci- 
'  ent  and  faithful  allies,    by  detesTting  the  authors  of  thefe  perni. 

*  cious  ccunfels,  and  the  aftors  in  thefe  treacherous  defigns,   in 

*  order  to  bring  them  to  juftice,  by  the  judgment  of  their  Peers, 

*  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  ufage  of  Parliament. 

*  It  was  not  to  be   expefted,  but  that  the  enemies  to  the  nati- 

*  on's  peace,  would  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  obftruci  your 

*  Commons  in  thefe  inquiries  ;  but  defpairirg  of  any    fuccefs  in 

*  the  rep refentative  body  of  the  kingdom,  they  fomented  tumults 

*  among  the  dregs  of  the  people  at  home,    and  fpirited    up  the 

*  Pretender  to  aninvafion  from  abroad.     This  gav^e  your  faithful 

*  Commons  frefn  opportunities  of  Ihewing  their  affection  to  your 

*  Majefty's  perfon,    and  their  fidelity  to  your  government,  by  their 

*  unanimous  concurrence  in  granting  fuch  fupplies  as  were  fuffi- 

*  cient  to  difappoint  the  one,  and   by  their  pafting  fuch  laws  as 

*  were   neceftary  to  fupprefs  the   other;  and,  in  every   refpeft, 

*  to  exprefs  tlieir  abhorrence  of  a  Popifti  Pretender,  concerning 
<  whom,  nothing  remains  unfufpeded,  but  his  bigotry  to  fuper- 
«  ftition,  and  his  hatred  to  our  holy  religion  ;    for  the  advance- 

*  ment  of  which  your  Majefty  has  exprefled  your  pious  care,   by 

*  recommending  to  your  Commons  the  providing  maintenance 

*  for  the  miniilers  wlio  are  to  officiate  in  the  new  churches.     This 

*  your  Commons  readily  complied  with,  trufting,  that  the  prayers 

*  there  ofFer'd  to  the  Almighty,  will  bring  down  a  bj^ing  on  all 

*  your  Majefty's  undertakings  j  and  not  doubting,  but  that  the  doc- 

♦  trines 
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trines  there  taught,  will  be  a  means  to  fecure  the  quiet  of  your 
kingdoms,  and  the  obedience  of  yoar  people. 

*  The  revenue  fet  apart  for  the  ufes  of  the  civil  government, 

*  your  Commons  found  fo  much  intangled    vt^ith    mortgagf^s  and 

*  anticipations,  that  what  remain'd,  was  far  from  being  iufficient 

*  to  fupport  the  honour  and  dignity    of  the  crown  :    This   your 

*  Commons  took  into  fcrious  confideration,  and  being  truly  fen- 

*  fible,  that  on   your  Majefty's  greatnefs  the   happineis  of  your 

*  fubjecls  entirely  depends,  they  have  pat  the  civil  revenues  inio 

*  the  fame  ftate,  in  which  they  were  granted  to  your  Majsily's 

*  glorious  predeceiTor,    King   Williamy    of  immortal    memory  ; 

*  and  thereby  enabled  your  iMajelly  to  make  an  ample  provifion 

*  for  the  prince  of  Walesy  whofe  heroic  virtues  are  the  bell:  fecu- 

*  rity  of  your  Islajeity's  throne,  as  his  other  perfonai  endowments 

*  are  the  joy  of  all  your  faithful  fubjefts. 

*  I  fhould  but  ill  difcharge  the  truft  repofed  In  me  by  the  Com- 

*  mons,  did  I  not  lay  before  your  Majefty,  with  what  cheerfulneJs 

*  they  receiv'd  your  Majelly's  gracious  intentions  for  her  Royal 
^  Highnefs  the  Princcfs;  and  with  how  much  readinefsand  una- 
'  nimity  they  enabled  your  Majeily  to  fettle  a  revenue  fuitable  to 

*  the  dignity  of  a  princefs,  whofe  piety  and  Heady  adherence  to 

*  the  Proteftant  religion,  is  the  glory  of    the   prefenc  age,   and 

*  will  be  the  admiration  of  all  future  generations.' 

*  'May  it  pie afe your  Majejlyy 

*  Thebiils  which  the  Commons  have  prepared  tocrmpleat  the 

*  fuppiies  for  this  year%  fervice,  and  for  the  other  purpoles  I  have 

*  mention'd,  arefevera'ily  intitled, 

I.  A'i  a5i  to  enable  his  Majejiy  to  fettle  a  re-venue  for  fapportirtg 
the  dignity  of  her  Royal  Highnefs^  &c. 

II.  An  atl  for  enlarging  the  capital  fiock  and  yearly  fund  of  the 
South-fea  company,  Sec. 

III.  An  act  for  maki.'.g  pro-vifion  for  the  minijltrs  rf  the  ffty 
nenx)  churches.  Sec. 

*  Which  they  with  all  humility  now  prefent  to  your  Majeily  for 

*  your  royal  affent.' 

After  this  his  Majefty  gave  the  royal  affent  to  the  three  bills 
before  mention'd,  as  alfo  to  fix  more  publick;>  and  to  nine  private 
bills. 

Then  his  Majefty  was  pleas'd  to  declare  from  the  throne,  that 
he  had  ordered  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  deliver  his  Majefty's 
Ipeech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  in  his  Majefty's  name  and 
words,  which  he  did  accordingly,  as  follows : 

My  Lords  aiid  Gentlemen, 

*  T  Am  perfuaded  you  are  all  by  this  time  very  defirous  of  The  King'* 

*  X  fome  recefs,  and  that  it  cannot  be  deferred  longer,  without  fP^^^^  ^t  ad- 
\  great  incon'-enience  to  your  private  affairs.  journing  the 
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*  But  before  I  part  with  you,  I  mull  return  you  my  moft  fincere 
'  thanks  for  your  having  finifhed,  with  fo  much  wirdom  and  una- 

*  nimity,  what  I  recommended  to  your  care  ;  and  parciculariy  I 
«  muil  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  for  the 

*  provifion  you  have  made,  as  well  for  the  fupport  of  the  honour 

*  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  as  for  the^ther  neccfiary  occafions  of 

*  the  public  ;  efpecially   for  your  havi'ng   done  it  by   means  To 

*  little  burthenfome  to  my  people ;  which,  I  afilire   you,  secom- 

*  mends  the  fupplies  to  me  above  any  other  circumllance  whatfo- 

*  ever. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemetf^ 

*  The  open  and  declarM  rebellion  which  is  now  adually  begun 

*  in  Scotland,  muft  convince  all,  who  do  not  wifh  to  lee  us  given 

«  up  into  the  hands  of  a  Popiih  Pretender,  of  the  dangers  to   which  ' 

*  we  ha\ne  been,  and  are  itill  expos'd. 

*  [  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  give  you  the  earlieft  no- 

*  tice  of  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  and   I    cannot    fufficiently 

*  commend  the  zeal  and  difpatch  with  which  you  impowered  me, 

*  ac  a  time  when  the  nation  was  in  fo  naked  and  defencelefs  a  con- 

*  dition,  to  make  inch  preparations  as  I  fiiould  think  necefTary  for 

*  our  fecuriry.     You   (hall  have  no  reaion  to  repent  of  th«  truiT: 
'  and  confidence  you  repofe  in  me,  which  I  Ihall  never  ufe  to  any 

*  other  end  than  for  the  protection  and  welfare  of  my  people. 

*  It  was  fcarce  to  be  imsgin'd,  that  any  of  m.y   Proteltant  fub- 

*  je6is,  who  have  known  and  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  our  excellent 

*  conllitution,  and  have  heard   of  the   great  dangers  they   were 

*  wonderfully  deliver'd  from  by  the  happy  revolution,  (hould,  by 

*  any  arts  and  management,  be  drawn  into  meafures  that  muft  at 
'  once  dellroy  their  religion  and  liber  tie?,  and  fubjed  them  to 

*  popery  and  arbitrary  power:  but  iuch  has  been  our  misfortune, 

*  that  too  many  of  my  people  have  been  deluded,  and  made  in- 

*  ilrumentai  to  the  Pretender's  defign?,  who  had  never  dar'd  to 

*  think  of  invading  us,    or  raifmg  a  rebellion,    had  he  not  been 

*  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  his  emiffaries  and  adherents  have  al- 

*  ready    had  in  flirring  up  riots  and  tumult?,  and  by  the  farther 

*  hopes  they  entertain  of  raifmg  infurredions  in  many  parts  of  my 

*  kingdoms.' 

*  The  endeavouring  to  perfuade  my  people,  that  the  church  of 

*  England  is  in  danger  under  my  government,  has  been  the  main 

*  artifice  employ'd  in  carrying  on  this  wicked  and  traitorous  de- 

*  fign.     This  infmuation,  after  the  folemn  afTurances  I  have  given, 

*  and  by  having  iaid  hold  on  all  opportunities,  to  do  every  thing 

*  that  may  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  church  of  England,   is 
'  both  urjuft  and  ungrateful:    Nor  can  I    believe    fo  groundlefs 

*  and  malicious  a  calumny  can  make   any  iujpreffion  upon  the 

*  minds  of  my  faithful  iubjcdts,  or  that  tney  can  be  fo  far  mifled, 

*  as  to  think  the  church  of  England  is  to  be  fecur'd  by  letting  a 

*  popifn  Pretender  on  the  thrcne. 
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My  Lords  and  Genthmerty 
.  The  proofs  this  Parliament  has  given  f 'I'f Z"'^™;''^ 
.  and  afFeaion  to  me,  and  of  their  love  anJ  z.al  for   the  intereit 
.  of  their  country,   will  reco:„mend  yoa  to  the  good  op^n,on  and 
.  eLem  of  all  wL  have  their  rel,gio«  a.-.d  hbcrty  tr.ly  ac  .      t 
.  and  has  laid  a  lafting   obligation  upon  me  ;   -md   1    q-^""" 

•  not  but  by  your  farther  aflirtance  m  the  feveral  countries 
•w  which  you  Lc  going,  witr.  the  bieffing  of  Almighty  God, 
.  who  has  fo  frequency  interpos'd  in  i^vour  of  this  nation       fnall 

<  be  able  to  difappoint  and  defeat  thedefigns  of  our  enemi« 

<  Our  meeting  again  to  do  buf-.e-,  early  in  the  next  win  er, 
.  will  be  ufeful  fn  lany  accounts  ;  particularly  that  the  fitu,ig 
'  of  Parliaments  may  be  again  brougnt  ,mo  'i^f. '^='^°"  ^' ^^'J^e 

<  which    ismollconvenint;   and   that  as  little    d^'"/,  ™»{  ^" 

•  given  as  is  poffible  to  your  judicial  proceedings;    ano  .  Iha  I  a 

<  iefent  give  fuch  orders  to  my  Lord  Chancel  or  as  may  not  put 
'  it  long  out  of  my  power  to  meet  you  on  any  ludden  occauon. 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor,by  his  Majefty's  command,  faid. 

Ml  Lords  and  QeniUmm,  ,     ,     r  l     l    1.  i,„„r»,  Thp  Iimife 

'T^   is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  p  eafure,  ^^at both  h^^^^^^^^ 

•  X     ^o^^<l  forthwith  feverally  adjourn  themselves  to  /  hurjday  the  ^^^  ^^^^ 
^  hxth  day  of"  Odohcr  next. 

March  5,   1716-17. 
Mr,  R.  Walpolc  moves  for  borrowing  600,000  l.for 
the  public  fervke,  at  4  1.  per  cent. 
[  VideVo\,Nl.  ] 

MR.  Farrer,   member  for  Bedford,    reported   the    refolutions 
taken  the  day  before,  in  the  grand  committee  on  the  fup- 
pV  ;    which   being  agreed  to,    Mr.  R.  JValp.ie   mov  d    and   it 
was  refolvM,  nem.  r.;..  'Fhat  whofoever  fliall  advance  or  lend  any 
fum,    not  exceeding  600.000  /.  for  the  fervice  of  the  pubhc  by 
fea  or  land,  fhall  be  repaid  the  fame  with  intereft,  at  4  /.  per  cent. 
out  of  the  firft  aid  to  be  granted  this  feffion  of  Parliament      Tne 
puttins;  the  intereft  of  this  intended  loan  io  low  as  4  A  per  cent 
gave  realon  to  farmize,  that  thofe   who  had  the  management  of 
his  Majelly's  treafury,  defignM  to  put  on  the  fame  foot  the  mte- ^^^^^^ 
refts  of  ail  the  public  funds :    Whereupou  Mr.  Lechnere  took   no-  ^^^^^^^^^ 
tice,  '  That  feveral  fchemes  and  propofals  for  reducing  the  na- 
tional  debts  had  been  printed  and  difpers'd,  which  gave  the  per-  ^^-^^    ^ 
fons  concern  d  in  the  public  fecurities  the  greater   uneafmels,  in 
that  t^ere  was  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  thofe  fchemes  came 
abroad  with  the  privity  and  countenance  of  men  m  great  places  i 
That  the  general  alarm  which  this  had  occafion'd  among  the  mo- 
^  H  h  4  "">  ^ 
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neyM  men,  might  very  fenfibly  afFeft  j-ublic  credit,  and  be,  at 
this  junilure,  of  very  dangerous  conieqaence  :  To  prevent  which  , 
he  thought  it  neceii'ary,  to  move  that  the  houfe  would  come  to  a 
refolution,  efft dually  to  make  good  all  Parliamentary  engage- 
ments/ To  this  Mr.  Robert  Wahoh  immediately  anfwered, 
Mr.  WaU  *  That  his  Majeily  having,  with  great  tendernefs,  recommended 
^ok'  to  them  from  the  throne,  the  reducing,  by  degrees,  the  debts  of 

the  nation;  and  the  Commons  having  afterwards,  in  their  addrefs 
to  kis  Majeily,  promis'd  to  apply  themielves,  with  ail  poifible 
diligence  and  attention,  to  that  great  and  necellary  work,  they 
ought  to  exert  thcrnfelves  to  make  good  that  prcmile,  and  appoint 
a  day  to  take  that  important  matter  into  confideration  :  And  he 
did  not  doubt  but  the  Commons  would  then  ilievv  all  poffible  re- 
gard to  jaitice  and  public  faith.  He  ovvn'd  there  had  been 
indeed  feveral  fchemes  publilh'd,  relating  to  the  redudlion  of  the 
national  debts,  but  that  they  were  made  by  private  perfons;  and 
he  did  afiure  the  houle,  without  the  participation  of  any  of  his 
Majefty's  minifiers  ;  and  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  regarded  : 
but  that  in  a  fhort  time  fuch  propofals  would  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  as,  he  hoped,  would  give  them  fatisfaftion,  and  meet  with 
their  approbation  -,  therefore  he  mov'd,  That  Mr.  Lechmere's 
motion  might  be  thus  alter'd,  ^i-z.  That  this  houfe  will  effedtu- 
aljy  make  good  good  the  deficiencies  of  all  Parliamentary  en- 
gagements.' This,  after  a  fiiort  debate,  was  carry'd  in  the  affir- 
mative, nem.con.  But  mention  being  made  of  the  great  fervices 
done  by  the  Bank  of  England^  and  thofe,  who  by  their  money 
hadfupported  the  court-intereft  and  the  prefent  eilabliHiment,  Mr. 
Mf.  At'  Aifiabie  *  took  notice  of  the  management  of  fome  directors  of 
fabie.  the  bank,  who,  upon  the  alluring  profpeftof  gain,  were  as  ready 

to  fupport  the  late  miniftry.     On  the  other  hand,  a  courtier  hav- 
ing defy'd  any  body  to  charge  any  breach  of  public  faith,  or  of 
the  laws,   on  the  adminiftration,    fmce  his  Majefty's  happy  accef- 
Mr.  f/««^fr- fion  to  the  throne,   yir.  Hungerford^dA^,  *  That  this  put  him   in 
Joid,  mind  of  a  coronation,  when  the  king's  champion,  coming  into 

iVeftminJler-Hall,  throws  down  one  of  his  gloves,  to  make  the 
challenge,  but  that  he  never  faw  any  body  fo  bold  as  to  take  it 
up. 

March  S.  While  the  houfe  was  in  a  committee  on  the  fupply, 

1  f/iLr    ^^'^-^^  Lechmere  told  them,  *  That  he  was  forry  he  found  himfelf 
mere  i.<iKes         1  •  ■    ■,  \  i  .  ,  i>i  r-  ^  1 

notice,   tnat^^'^gd  to  take  notice,  that  their  late  vote  for  a  loan,  zt/^/.per 

only  4500c/.  Cent,  intereft,  was  like  to   prove  ineffedual,  there  not  being  in 

had  beenfub-  three  days  time  above  45,000  /.  fubfcrib'd  to  the  Joan  of  600,000/. 

fcrib'd  to-      ^^  j|^e  land-tax.     And  therefore  fince  the  prefent  exigency  re- 

loan^^t   ^/    ^^^^'^  ^  fpeedy  fupply,  he  thought   it  necellary,  and    therefore 

per  bent.    '  mov'd.  That  a  day  be  appointed  to  confider  farther  of  that  mat* 

l/ir. R,fFaI'^^^'     Mr.  Ko^^r/ ^'^^/^f?/^  feconded  this  Motion,  and  faid,   *  That 

f>ule\   '  there  was  the  greater   necefiity  for  it,  becaufe  he  was  inform'd, 

t  hat  fome  itock-jobbers,  in  order  to  deter  the  Parliament  from  pur- 

•  Treafurer  of  the  navy. 
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purfuing  the  defign  of  reducing  the  publick  debts,  had  form'd  a 
combination  to  diftrefs  the  government,  and  ruin  public  credit, 
which  was  the  occafion  that  the  late  vote  for  borrowing  600,000  /. 
at  /\.  per  cent,  had  not  had  the  defired  efFed.'  To  this  Mr.  Lech- Mr,  Lech- 
mere  aniwered,  *  That  as  none  but  the  mod  wicked  of  men  could  mere, 
enter  into  fuch  a  combination  againft  the  good  of  their  country, 
fo  the  honourable  member  who  Ipoke  lalt,  would  do  well  to  name 
them,  that  the  houfe  might ftiew  the  utmofl  refentment  and  indig- 
nation againft  them.  But  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ill  fuccels  of 
the  loan  was  rather  mainly  occafioned  by  fomc  refleftions  on  the 
money'd  men  and  ilock-jobbers,  and  by  certain  maxims  lately  ad- 
vanced, <vvx.  That  the  Parliament  may  exert  thtrir  authority  to 
extricate  themfelves,  by  reducing  the  national  debts;  that  fuch 
maxims  could  not  but  alarm  the  perl'ons  concerned  in  the  public  fe- 
curities  ;  and  the  more,  when  they  faw  thatafiur  had  been  put 
upon  the  motion  made  three  days  before,  '  That  all  parliamentary 
engagements  fliould  efFe6lually  be  made  good.  That  he  fiill  thought 
fuch  a  vote  abfolutely  neceffary,  both  to  remove  people's  fears  and 
jealoufies,  and  to  vindicate  the  honour  and  juft:ce  of  the  nation  ; 
that  the  fame  was  entirely  agreeable  to  his  Majeily's  fentiments, 
who,  in  his  firft  fpeech  to  this  Parliament,  had  been  pleafed  to 
recommend  to  the  Commons,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  llridlob- 
fervance  of  all  Parliamentary  engagements,  than  v^'hich  nothing 
could  more  contribute  to  the  fiipport  of  the  credit  of  the  nation  : 
v/ith  which  opinion  of  his  Majelly  the  Commons  did  entirely 
concur  :  and  that  he  could  not  believe  that  any  of  his  Majeily's 
minilters  could  be  fo  regardlcls  of  his  honour  and  known  equity, 
or  put  fo  hard  a  thing  upon  him,  as  to  make  him,  in  the  leafc,  con- 
tradict what  he  had  in  fo  folemn  a  manner  declared  from  the 
throne.  He  added.  That  the  Commons  having  already  appointed 
a  day,  to  confider  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  with  relation  to  \.\iQ 
public  debts,  he  vvould  not  anticipate  that  important  aiFair  ;  but  he 
could  not  forbear  declaring  on  th.is  occafion  his  private  opinion. 
That  it  would  be  the  greatell  ingratitude,  as  welt  as  injuftice,  in 
the  lead  to  wrong  thofe  who  had  fupported  the  government  in  the 
moft  prefling  exigencies  and  perilous  jundlures,  and,  on  all  occa- 
fion?, (hewn  their  zeal  and  afFedion  for  the  Protcftant  Succeflion. 
That  he  had  nothing  to  fay,  as  to  fuch  public  fecurities  as  were 
redeemable  by  Parliament ;  but  as  to  annuities  granted  for  terms 
of  years,  he  would  be  pofitive,  that  they  could  not  be  meddled  with, 
without  breaking  in  upon  Parliamentary  engagements,  and  vio- 
lating the  public  faith ;  fince  thofe  annuities  were  not  to  be  look*d 
upon  as  debts,  but  as  a  fale  of  annual  rents  for  a  valuable  confide- 
ration,  of  which  contrail  the  Parliament  had  propofed  and  made 
the  terms  and  Conditions,  and  the  rentees  became  purchafers  up- 
on the  parliamentary  faith  and  fecurity.  And  that,  befides  the 
injuftice  of  breaking  through  a  national  contratl,  thofe  annuities 
could  not  be  touched,  without  occafioning  great  confufion  and 
difputes  in  private  families,  by  reafon  that  moll  cf  the  faid  annui- 
ties 
S 
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ties  had  been  fettled  for  portions,  jointures,  and  t  he  like.'     Then 
Mr.^  Robert  Uv.  Walpole,  in  anfwer  to  this,  declared,  *  That  there  never  had 
'^'^^^*       been  a  defign  to  ufe  any  compulfion  with  reJation  to  annuities; 
that,  indeed,  an  alternative  might  be  offered  to  the  proprietors  of 
them,  but  that  it  fhould  be  in  their  choice  either  to  accept  or  refule 
it;  and  as  forfuch  funds  as  were  redeemable,  that  nothing  iTiould 
be  propofed  that  did  not  entirely  confift  with  juilice  and  public 
Mr. --^/^i/V.  faith;     Uu  AiJIabie  took    alfo  that  occafion  to   explain   fome 
expreffions    he    ufed,  in    the   debate  of  the  5th  inllant,  in    re- 
Jation to    the  Bank   of  England,  which  had  been    conilrued  a- 
mifs;  owning,   that  they  had  iupported  the  government  in   the 
moil  difficult  exigencies  ;   and   that  in  his   opinion,  if  any  thing 
ought  to  remain  untouched,  it  (hould  be  the  Bank.'     After  a  de- 
bate of  about  two  hours,  it  was  relblved  to  confider  farther  of  the 
fupply,  in  a  grand  committee,  on  the  13th  of  March. 

March  g.  The  houie  agreed  to  the  relolutions  of  the  committee 
on  thefuppiy  ;  fothat  the  money  already  voted  amounted  to  above 
two  millions, 

March  2^.  It  was  ordered,  That  the  committee  cf  the  whole 
The  Com-  houfe,  to  whom  the  land-tax  bill  is  committed,  have  power  to  re- 
mons  reiolve  ceive  a  claufe  to  transfer  to  the  regifter  appointed  to  be  kept  by 
to  allow  5  /.  the  faid  act,  all  the  loans  which  have  been  made  upon  the  refolu- 
fheTo'^'  ""f  ^^°^  °^  ^^^  houfe  on  the  5th  inftant,  to  be  repaid  with  interell,  not 
600  coo/,  exceeding  5;  /, /^r  <-^;z/. /»fr /2w//^w.  On  v^hich  lail  refolution,  the 
whole  loan  of  600,000  /.  v.'as  immediately  filled  up. 

March    12.  171 7. 
Sir  W.  Wyndham  moves  for  Dr.  Snape  to  preach  be- 
fore the  houfe  on  the  2gthofM2,y,    Debate  thereon, 
[Vide  Vol  VII.] 

A  Warm  debate  arofe  on  a  very  odd  occafion.     Sir   William 
Wyndham  having  moved,  *  That  Dr.  Snape  be  defired  to 
preach  before  the  houie  at  St.  Margaret's^  Wejlmivjler^  upon  the 

Mv.Shif>6e»  ^^^^  °^  May.      He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Shippen,  and  backed  by 

Mr.  Horace  ^"^^  the  members  who  had  lately  refigned  their  employments.    Mr. 

IValpui,  Horatio  Walpole,  who  fpoke  firft  after  Mr.  Shippen,  faid,  *  That 
it  was  unufual,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  put  the  negative  on  any  man, 
whom  a  member  of  that  houfe  had  thought  fit  to  name  ;  and  that 
'D\\Snape\v2iS  not  only  a  perfon  of  merit  and  great  learning,but  had 

Mr.  Robert   Iikewile  the  honour  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty's  chaplains.'  hiv.Ro. 

WaJpok.  i^,.^  lyalpole  faid,  *  That  he  knew  Dr.  Snape  to  be  a  very  learned 
and  a  very  honeft  man  :  That  he  had  not  only  entrufted  him  with 
the  education  of  his  own  children,  but  had  alfo  recommended  the 
fons  of  the  Duke  of  Deojonjhire  and  Lord  Toxvn/Jyend  to  his  care  ; 
and  therefore  he  could  not  but  think,  that  he  might  be  trufted 
with  preaching   a  fermon  before   that  aflembly.*     Mr.  Lechmerg 

Mr.£.*f^wffr^oppofed  them,  and  faid,  *  That  he  ccuid  not  but  wonder,  that 
a  member  vvho  had  been  one  of  the  managers  againil  Dr.  Sache- 

^  'verel. 
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^erelj  (hould  now  fpeak  in  behalf  of  a  divine  who  had  aflerted 

the  fam't;  notions  of  paihve  obeaience  and  non- refinance,  for  which 

the  other  had  been  profecuted,  and  who  had  lately  attackM  aJtre- 

nuous  and  worthy  champion  of  th«  revolution  and  protcilant  fuc- 

ceffion.'      Mr.  Aijh.bit  2i:vwcxe(\,   *  That  he  gave  his  vote  to  Dr.  Mr.-^/^a<^/V, 

Snapc,  becaufe  he  1  )oked  upon  him  as  a  learned  and  iioneft  man: 

And  as  for  having  written  againd  the  Bifhop  of  Ba?7gor's    \^Dr. 

HoadIe\;']  fermon,   he    did  not  think  it   a  fufficient  reafon  to  put 

upo;.  him  a  negative,  which  would   be  prejudging  of  a  coniro- 

veriy  that  did  not  properly  belong    to  their  cognizance.'     The 

Lord  Guernfey2MQ  fpcke  in  beiialt  of  Dw  Snape -y   and   Mr.  Hu7i-  'Ld.GuemJey. 

gerford  faid,   '  That  if  the  court  had  not  interpofed,  the  Dotlor  Mr-  Hunger' 

might  havefiiewn  the  Bi{hop  fine  fport ;  but  that  the  King  hav-/'^''^' 

ing  ordered  his  minilters  to  disband  part  of  the  army,  they   had, 

by  miftake,  disbanded  the  convocation.'     Sir  William  lfyndhafn''s 

motion  being  thus  flrongly  fuppcrted,    and  Mr.    Lechfnere  being 

backed  only  by  ^\v  Jofephjekyll,  Mr.  Bofca^^vc^,  Mr.  Trehy^  znd  Sir  Jo feph 

a  few  more,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  '^t^^^^'  ^ 

141    voices  againft    131;  and    Sir   JVilliam    Wyndharn  and  Mr.  ^^^J^^  "-'" 

Shippen  were  ordered  to  acquaint  Dr.  Snape  with  the  defire  of  the  j^j.,  ^Treby, 

houfe. 

February  1.  1721-22. 

Sir  John  Cope  charges  Mr,  Baron  Page  with  endea' 

V  our  ing  to  corrupt  the  borough  ^/ Ban  bar  v. 

[  Vide  Vq].  VIII.  ] 

SIR  John  Cope  Bart,  member  for  Ta-vifioJc^  charged  Sir  Tyancis 
Page,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  with  endeavour- 
ing to  corrupt  the  Borough  0^  Banbury  in  the  county  of  Oxon,  in 
order  to  procure  Sir  Willia7n  Codrington  to  be  chofen  a  rcprei'enta- 
tive  for  the  faid  Borough  in  the  enfuing  election  The  fum  of  ^  , 
this  charge  was,  That  Mr.  Baron  Page  had  not  only  offered  tOtj^grcon* 
the  faid  Corporation  to  forgive  them  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds 
they  owed  him  for  their  new  charter,  but  likewife  to  give  them 
another  large  fum  in  ready  money;  which  Sir  Johyi  Cope  having 
offered  to  prove  by  undeniable  evidence,  fet  the  whole  houfe  iryo 
a  flame;  and  fome members  were  for  cenfuring  the  Baron  imme- 
diately ;  but  Mr.  Robert  V/alpole  moderated  that  heat,  reprefent- 
ing,  *  That  it  was  unreafonabie  to  arraign,  ccfndemn,and  cenfure 
a  man,  efpecially  one  in  fo  eminent  a  ilation,  before  they  heard 
what  he  had  to  fay  in  his  own  vindication  ;  and  befides,  tliat  it 
would  look  like  prejudging  the  merits  of  the  eledtion  of  that  bo- 
rough ;  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  take 
any  notice  of  that  complaint  until  the  eledlion  was  over,  and  then, 
if  any  thing  of  that  nature  appeared,  the  houfe  might  proceed  to 
cenfure  as  they  fhould  think  ht.'  He  was  fupported  by  feveral  o- 
ther  members  of  the  court-party,  who  alledged,  *  That  when 
they  ihouldhear  what  Mr.  Baron  Page  had  to  lay  for  himfelf,  the 

matter 
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matter  might  appear  quite  otherwife  ;  and   that  the  gentleman 
who  accuied  him,  might  be  either  mifinformed  or  impoled  upon.' 
Hereupon  the  matter  of  the  faid  charge  was  ordered  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  the  i  3th.     Then  in  a  committee  of  the 
Debate  on     whole  houfe,  the  Commons  went  upon  the  biil,  For  better  fecuring 
the  bill  For  the  freedom  of  eleSIions  of  members  to  ferqje  for  the  Commons  inPar- 
fecuring  the  Hament  ;    upon  which  there  were  great   debates  about  feveral 
'^eittiZ  tz  ^'^^^^^  ^^^^  "^^^^^  offered  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill:   One  of  them 
"'  ^  ^'  was,  that  no  officer  of  the  culloms  or  excife,  (hould  have  any  vote 
at  any  eledlion  for  Parliament-men;  which  was  firenuouflyoppof- 
i'A  by  the  court -party,  as  taking  away  from  the  faid  officers  their 
birth-right,   as  Englifhmen  and  Freeholders ;  fo   that  after  fome 
fpeeches  made  on  both  fides,  the  country- party  were  contented  to 
drop  that  claofe.     Another  was   propofed,  importing,  That  no 
perlon  who  did  not  pay  fcot  and  lot,  fliould  have  a  vote  in  a  cor- 
poration.   But  this  was  alfooppofed  by  the  courtiers,  who  urged, 
*  That  it  had  already  been  adjudged,  at  committees  of  elections, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  in  feveral  cafes,  that  fuch  perfons,  in 
fome  places,  fiiould  have  no  votes ;  and  that  in  other  places  they 
fhould  be  avowed  to  vote,  provided  they  did  not  receive  alms  from 
the   parilh.'     The  other  party,    in  order  to  give  the  bill  a  more 
eafy  pafiage,   did   not  think  £t  to  infift  upon  this  fecond  claufe 
neither  ;  and  fo  the  bill  was  goce  through,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported on  the  6th. 
The  houfe        Feb,  z.  The  houfe  ordered.  That  the  complaint  made  the  day 
crderSirJt/:>^ before  by  '^wjohn  Cope  Bart,  againft  Mr.BaronF^^^,  be  by  him  put 
Cop  andMr.  j.^^jq  xyriting,  and  delivered  to  ISlr.  Baron  Page  ;  and  that  Sir  John 
^'^iLfC^  C^f  Bart,  and  Mr.  Baron  Page  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe 
their  counfel.  ^T  their  counfel,  upon  the  matter  of  the  faid  charge. 
The  bill, For      Feb.   7.  The  engroffed  bill,  For  better  fecuring  the  freedom  of 
Jecuring  the    eleSiiovs,  was  read  the  third  time,  pafled,  and  fentup  to  the  Lords, 
freedom  ef     ^j^q  rejcded   it,  on  the  fecond  reading  thereof,    February  the 

Farther  pro-      ^^^'  ^S-  ^^^  houfe  went  Upon  the  complaint  of  Sir  John  Cope 
ceedings  on   Bart,  agauift  Air.  Baron  Page^  for  endeavouring  to  corrupt  feve- 
the  com-      ral  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Corporation  of  ^^/^^^Afry  againil 
V^'^J^^p^^^  the  next  eleftion  ;  and  to  aggravate  the  matter,  Sir  John  Copeac- 
il'md  Mr.  q^J?'i"ted  the  houfe,  that  he  was  informed  that  fome  of  his  evi- 
Baron  Fagl.  dences  had  been  tamper'd  with  ;  and  that  there  was  one  ISIr.  Gre- 
gory at  the  door,  who  could  give  the  houfe  an  account  thereof. 
Mr.  Gregory  having  thereupon  been  call'd  in,  and  examined.  Sir 
John  Cope  movedy  That  the  matter  of  the  faid  charge  might  be 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  committee  upon  oath.     But  this 
was  oppofed  by  the  courtiers,  who  urged,  That  the  faid  complaint 
was  already  ordered  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe  this  day  ; 
and  the  queftion  being  put,   that  the  hearing  the  matter  of  the 
faid  charge  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe  be  difcharged,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  176  voices  againft  135.     Then  Sir  John  Cope 
moved,  and  the  quellion  was  propofed,  That  the  wuneffes  to 

be 
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be  examined  in  the  matter  of  this  charge, be  examined  at  the  bar  of 
this  houie  in  the  moil  folemn  manner  ;  bat  the  previous  queltion 
being  pur,  that  the  queltion  be  now  put,  it  paffed  in  the  negative 
by  144  vetes  againit  1 42.  Then  the  Counfel  for  JNIr.  Baron  Page  be- 
ing called  in,  and  the  charge  of  Sir  John  Cope  againll  him  read, 
the  IMayor  of  Banhury,  and  other  wicnefles  were  called  in,  and 
examined  by  Sir  John  Cope  ;  afcer  which  the  Counfel  for  Mr.  Ba- 
ron Page  was  heard,  and  a  witnefs  examined.  The  witnefies  for 
Sir  John  Co/»f  declared,  *  That  Mr.  Baron  Page  being  with  Sir  A- 
dolphus  Oughton,  and  Sir  V/iiliam  Codrington,  m  the  town- hall  at 
Bafibury,  Mr.  Baron  Page  called  the  Mayor  and  two  or  three  of 
the  Aldermen  into  another  room,  and  difcourfing  with  them  about 
a  perfon  to  be  fet  up  at  the  next  eleftion  to  reprefent  the  Corpo- 
ration, he  propoft'd  to  them  Sir  William  Codrington.  'I'hat  thtj 
anfwered,  They  would  be  very  glad  to  accept  one  of  his  recom- 
mendation j  but  added,  that  moil  other  Corporations  made  a  con- 
fiderable  advantage  of  their  eledions ;  and  they  knew  no  reaiba 
why  they  ihould  net  do  it  as  well  as  their  neighbours  ;  that  they 
wanted  to  have  their  Hreets  paved,  an  augmentation  to  their  vi- 
carage, and  a  fchooi  to  be  built ;  which  the  Corporation  not  be- 
ing able  to  do  of  themfelves,  their  ilock  being  very  low,  they 
therefore  expe£led,  that  the  pcribn  who  ihoald  be  chofen  fhouid 
be  at  that  expence, which,  in  all,  might  amount  to  500/.  or  600  /. 
That  thereupon  the  Baron  told  them,  he  did  not  expert  fuch  an 
anfwer ;  that  they  knew  he  had  been  very  kind  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  had  been  at  a  great  charge,  no  leis  than  600  /.  or  700  /.  to 
procure  them  a  new  charter  ;  that  he  never  intended  to  ask  that 
money  of  them,  and  if  they  would  order  a  releaie  for  it  to  be 
drawn  up,  he  would  readily  fign  it,  which  he  did  accordingly  on 
the  22d  o^  December  lall.  That  this  was  all  that  paifed  then  ; 
but  that  the  Baron  came  afterwards  to  them,  and  offered  them 
firll  100  /.  and  then  came  up  to  500  /.'  It  being  late,  the  houfe 
adjourned  the  farther  hearing  of  that  matter  to  the  next  day. 

Feb.  14.  After  the  farther  examining  of  witneiies,  and  hearing 
of  Mr.  Baron   Page\    Counfel,  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  The  houfe 
queftion  put,  that  it  appeared   to  this  houie,  that  Sivjohn  Co/^  refolve  that 
Bart,  had  made  good  his  charge  againil  Sir  Francis  Page  one  of  the  ^'''  7°^^^ 
Barons  of  his  Majeily's  Exchequer,  it  was,    after  a  long  debate,  ^('^^^^^^ 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  i  28  votes  only  againit  1  24.  iJ-,  char^ 

April  2-].  1723.  Mr.  Lo-ivndes  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  bill^  Fo;'againft  Mr. 
laying  a  tax  upon  Papijls  ;  which  was  read  the  iirit  time,  and  or-BafcnP^^f. 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  3d  of  71/^)'. 

May  3.  The  above  bill  was  read  a  iecond  time,  and  commit-  ^  j,jij  f^j. 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houie.  Javins  a  tax 

May  6.   The  Commons  being  in  a  grand  Committee  on  the  bill,  upon  Paplfts 
For  laying  a  tax  on  Papijhy  Mr.  Lutvjychj  fpoke  againit  the  faid^'^^^  twice, 
bill  as  follovva : 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Lut-  *  The  gentlemen ,  who  have  fpoke  in  favour  of  this  bill,  have 
wyche\  *  urged.  That  lines  the  happy  revoludon  the  Roinan-Caihoiics 
fpeecha-  <  have  been  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  every  conspiracy  againil  the 
gainft  the  <  government  ;  To  that  if  they  did  not  Ihew  thcmfelvesin  the  late 
'  confpiracy,  it  w.is  out  of  })ruJence,  and  not  fur  want  of  zeal  for 

*  the  Pretendw-r's  caufe.  They  v/ili  not  al!ov/,  that  it  is  liable  to 
'  theobjeftion  of  not  being  iupporced  with  particular  facls,  but  fay, 

*  with  o-reat  probability.    That  the  Roman-Catholics  have  made 

*  large  contrioutions  here  at  home,  to  fend  to  the  Pretender  and 

*  his  adherents  abroad  :  And  if  they  are  in  a  capacity  of  fupply- 
'  in£j   the  necdlities  of  their  friends  abroad,  it  is  but  very  reafon- 

*  able  for  them  contribute  to  the  defraying  an  expence  they  have, 

*  in  a  great  meafure,  occafioned  at  home.' 

*  Upon  this  general  way  of  reafoning,  this  bill    for  raifing  a 

*  hundred  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  Roman-Catholics  has  been 

*  formed  ;  and  a  general  charge  of  this  kind  may  be  a  fuihcient 

*  ground-work  for  a  preamble  to  the  bill ;  but  the  enabling  part 
'  ought  to  be  fupported  with  particular  fads  plainly  proved,  other- 

*  wife  we  may  involve  innocent  perfons  in  a  punifhment  only  due  to 

*  the  guilty.    And  though  the  legiflature  hath  fornetimes  gone  up- 

*  on  the  notoriety  of  the  fad,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  this  method 

*  may  be  but  feldom  taken,  where  the  life  or  fortune  of  any  fubjedt 

*  is  in  queilion  ;  nothing  being  more  uncertain  than  hearfay,  con- 
'  jedure  and  forced  conitrudions  ;  which  the  law  has  wifely  pro- 
'  vided  againil,  by  afcertaining  hxed  rules  to  dired  the  judgment 
«  of  the  inferior  courts  of  juifice. 

*  It  is  likewife  given,   as  a  political  reafon  for  pafiing  of  this 
'  bill,  That  raifing  this  hundred  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  Ro- 

*  man-Catholics  will  deter  the  Jacobites  abroad  from  entering  up- 

*  on  fuch  rafhenierprizes,  when  they  find  that  their  friends  here 

*  in  England  are  to  lufter  for  the  diilurbance  they  give  us :   And  it 

<  will  alfo  fhew  them,  that  the  nation  can  put  iifcif  in  allate  offe» 

*  curity  without  burthening  the  fubjed ;  which  has  been  one  of 

*  the  chief  views  of  the  confpirators,  to  add  fewel  to  the  difcontents 

*  of  the  people.     But  if  none  of  thefe  arguments  fliould  prevails 

*  if  the  notoriety  of  the  fad  does  not  convince  ;  nay,  if  the  great- 

*  eft  probability  of  the  Roman-Catholics  fending  money  abroad  can 
'  meet  with  no  credit ;  the  legillature,  fay  they,  is  highly  juftify'd 

*  in  pafTing  this  law  for  raifing  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  upon 

*  the  Roman-Catholics  :  fince  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  as  by 

*  the  ads  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  the  hrll  of  King  George^  Sec.  the 
'  Roman-Catholics  are  fubjed  to  three  times  greater  forfeitures 
«  than  this  tax  will  amount  to  :  And  that  the  raifing  of  this  hun- 

*  dred  thoufand  pounds  is  a  mitigation  of  the  feverity  of  the  law ; 

<  and  fo  far  from  being  reckoned  a  hardihip  done  them,  it  ought 

*  to  be  confidered  an  indulgence  in  the  government. 

*  I  have  here  thrown  together  fome  of  the  reafons  which  have 

*  been  given  for  paffing  this  bill ,  I  think  jhofe  1  have  mentioned, 

♦  are 
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'  are  what  feem'd  to  me  to  make  the  greateft  imprefiion  upon  the 

*  houfe,  when  this  matter  was  hrll  debated.     Thefe  reafons  were 

*  likevvKe  enforced  by  a  gentleman,  (iMr.  R.  Walpole)  whole  opi- 

*  nion  is  juiUy  elteemed  in  all  parliamentary  conliderations.    I  will 

*  now  mention  the  objedions  which  occur  to  me  againil  the  paf- 

*  fing  of  this  bill. 

*  In  aniwer  to  the  general  furmire  of  the  Roman-Catholics  dif- 

*  affection  to  the  government,  I  can't  help  obferving,  that  thisge- 
'  neral  charge  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  affect  any  particular  per- 

*  fon, without  proof  of  fome  particular  fad  alledged  againil  him  : 

*  And  it  would  be  the  higheil  injuilice  to  make  one  man  fuffer  for 

*  the  crime  of  anothtr.  The  lawluppofing  it  incumbent  upon  eve- 

*  ry  man  to  be  accountable  for  his  own  actions,  doth  not  require 
'  what  is  not  ina'  v  man's  power  to  be  aniwerable  for  another;  and 

*  I  think  I  may  affirm  with  great  certainty,  that  in  no  one  inllance 

*  the  laws  have  adjudged  a  penalty  upon  one  man  for  the  crime  of 

*  another  :  for  though  in  the  cafe  of  hightreafon,  the  blood  being 

*  attainted, a  fon  doe:,  not  attain  the  honours  which  would  have  de- 

*  fcended  to  him,  if  his  father  had  not  been  guilty  of  treafon  ;  yet 

*  in  that  caie  a  man  does  only  forfeit  a  fee-fimple  eftate,  and  the 

*  income  of  an  ellate  verted  in  him  during  his  natural  life  :  But. the 

*  higheil  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  can't  avoid  a  fettlement,  to  the 

*  prejudice  of  an  innocent  perfon. 

'  I  the  rather  infill  upon  the  unreafonablenefs  of  punifhing  one 

*  man  for  the  crime  of  another,  to  fhew  the  abfurdity  of  a  maxim 

*  which  is  laid  down  for  a  certain  doctrine.  That  becaufe  fome  of 

*  theRoman-Catholics  are  fufpected  to  have  been  concerned  in  the 

*  late  confpi racy,  therefore  the  whole  body  of  theP.oman-Catholics 

*  mult  equally  bear  the  burden  of  a  tax,  which  fome  of  them  are 

*  only  alledged  to  have  made  necellary.   1  would  not  be  thought  to 

*  be  an  advocate  for  theRoman-Catholics,  any  farther  than  com- 

*  mon  jaltice  requires ;  but  I  mult  appeal  to  every  one  who  ha? 

*  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Layei-, 

*  Whether  it  appears  there  that  the  Roman  Catholics  in  general 
'  are  concerned  in  the  confpiracy  ?    Or,  whether  any  mention  is 

*  made  in  the  report  of  any  one  Roman-Catholic  of  confequence, 

*  except  a  noble  Duke,  [the  Duke  of  Norfolk]  to  whom  a  letter  is 

*  fuppofed  to  be  writ,  intimating  as  if  he  knew  of  the  defigns  car- 

*  rying  on  ?    How  unjuft  then  would  it  be,  if  the  fufpicion  of  this 

*  great  man's  being  engaged  in  traitorous  practices,  at  the  hazard 

*  of  his  life  and  fortune,  fhould  give  occafion  to  the  inflicting  the 

*  feverell  penalties  upon  many  innocent  families,  who  neither  wifh 

*  nor  can  hope  to  better  their  fortune,  by  any    revolution  of  af- 

*  fairs. 

'  I  think.  Sir,  I  have  fully  anfwered  what  has  been  faid  for 

*  paffing  the  bill,  upon  the  general  head  of  difaffeftion  ;   but  one 

*  thing  more  I  will  add,  That  if  you  impofe  this  tax  upon  the  Ro- 

*  man-Cdtholics,   upon  a  general  allegation.  That  their  religion 

*  luainuins  principles  inconfutent  with   the  weih're  of  the  go- 

*  vernmentj 
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«  vernment,'  you  punilh  them  for  the  caufe  of   their  religion. 
<  And  for  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  perlecution  to  be  a  dottrine 

*  odious  in  itfelf,  highly  refledling  upon  the  honour  of  Parliament, 

*  and  greatly  infringing  upon  the  freedom  of  the  fubject.     Nor 

*  would  I  have  his  Majelty's  mild  and  gracious  reign  blemifhed 
«  with  fuch  a  mcrcilei's  aft  of  the  legiflature,  which  muilnecefTa- 

*  rily  confirm  the  oblHnate  in  their  errors,  and  entirely  alienate  the 

*  afFedlions  of  the  well-difpofed  Roman-Catholics. 

*  We  are  likewife  told.  That  the  raifmg  this  hundred  thou- 

*  fand  pounds  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  is  done  out  of  a  politi- 

*  cal  reafon,  to  deter   the  Jacobites  abroad  from  entering  upon 

*  fuch  rafh  enterprizes,  by  making  their  friends  here  in  England 

*  pay  the  expence  which  the  nation  finds  neceilary  for  its  ownfe- 

*  curity.      As  this  is  a  matter  merely  of  fpeculation,  and  as  there; 

*  is  no  certain  rule  to  go  by  to  know  what  will  be  the  coniequence 

*  of  raifing  fuch  a  tax,  I  will  venture  to  give  my  conjedlures  upon 
'  this  head.  I  do  imagine,  that  as  the  Pretender's  fcheme  is  unjull 

*  in  itfelf,it  can  be  formed  upon  no  better  hopes  than  the  difcontents 

*  of  the  people  ;  and  the  more  room  there  is  for  complaint, the  bet- 

*  ter  profpedt  he  has  of  fuccefs :   And  if  it  does  happen  that  thefe 

*  complaints  are  well-grounded,  as  were  the  loiTes  the  people  fuf- 

*  fered  in  the  South-Sea,  then  in  fuch  like  cafe,  how  much  indu- 
'  ftry  is  ufed  by  thejacobites  to  aggravate  the  national  grievances, 
'  arvd  to  impute  every  mifchance  to  the  ill  conduct  of  the  gcvern- 

*  ment.  I  am  afraid,  if  the  Roman-Catholics  fhould  be  thus  hea- 
'  vily  tax'd;  if  their  peaceable  and  quiet  behaviour  does  notintitie 

*  them  to  the  common  protection  of  the  government;  nay,  if  they 

*  are  more  hardly  ufed  by  not  having  been  concerned  than  when 

*  they  were  adually  engaged  in  rebellion;  I  fay,  I  am  afraid  they 
«  will  embrace  any  opportunity  to  free  themfelves  from  fuch  into- 

*  lerable  burdens,  thinking  under  no  form  of  government   they 

*  can  receive  worie  treatment. 

'  I  ihall  next  confider  the  ground-work  of  this  whole  bill,  viz. 

*  The  raifing  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  Roman-Ca- 
'  tholics,  in  lieu  of  certain  forfeitures  they  have  incurred  by  fe/e- 

*  ral  afts  of  Parliament  now  in  being.    And  by  ftating  the  balance 

*  betwixt  theRoman-Catholics and  the  Government,  it  is  pretend- 

*  ed.  That  the  fum  now  demanded  of  the  Roman-Catholics,  falls 

*  far  ITiortof  what  is  due  to  the  government,  if  all  their  forfeitures 

*  were   rigoroufly  exaded.     I  am   very  ready  to  grant  that  the 

*  Roman-Catholics  have  incurred  feveral  forfeitures:   But  I  thinic 

*  the  quellion  at  prefent  is.  Whether  it  is  neceffary  at  this  time, 

*  for  the  fecurity  of  the  government,  to  take  advantage  of  thofe 

*  forfeitures  ?  For  if  there  is  not  fome  particular  reafon  ihewn,  why 

<  you  ought  to  exad  them  more  at  this  time  than  another,  you  may 

<  with  equal  juilice  raife  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  the  next  year 

*  upon  theRoman-Catholics  ;  and  fo  on,whenever  the  government 

*  fliall  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a  fund.    But  fureiy  it  is  not  fufHcient 

*  to  fayy becaufe  theRoman-Catholics  have  incurred ieveral forfei- 

*  tHres, 
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*  tures,  that  therefore  you  will  take  advantage  of  them :  For  the 

*  plain  anfwer  to  that  is, Why  do  you  do  it  now  ?  And,  Why  have 

*  you  not  done  it  befbie  ?  It  is  here   neceflary  to  obferve,  That 

*  when  the  legiflature  pafs'd  this  law,to  fubjedt  the  Romsn-Catho- 

*  lies  to  the  forfeiture  of  two  thirds  of  their  eftates,  this  law  was 

*  rather  made  intentionally  to  keep   the  Roman-Catholics  in  fub- 

*  jeftion  to  the  government,  than  with  any  defign  of  having  it  put 

*  in  execution.  For  otherwife  1  dare  fay,  fo  many  adminillrations, 

*  who  are  the  executive  part  of  the  law,could  never  have  thus  long 

*  difpens'd  with  their  duty. 

*  If  we  lookback  as  far  as  the  reformation,  we  fhall  find,   that 

*  the  Roman-Catholics  were  never  more   numerous,  never  more 

*  powerful  than  at  the  revolution,  jull  upon  King  James's  abdi- 

*  cation.     Then   all  means  had  been  us'd  to  propogate  popery ; 

*  men  of  that  perfuafion  were  put  into  places  of  proht  and  truil  i 

*  the  army  was  fiil'd  with  Roman-Catholics,  and  it  was  generally 

*  thought  that  the  nation  was  ripe  to  take  upon  them  the  drudgery 

*  of  the  Roman  yoke.     When  King  William  came  to  the  crown, 

*  he  was  warmly  told  of  the  dangers  of  popery  ;  that  as  there 

*  were  fevere  laws  againft  the  Roman-Catholics,  they  ought  to  be 
'put  in  execution:  That  the  Roman-Catholics  held  correfpon- 

*  dence,  and  were  carrying  on  plots  and  contrivances  with  King 

*  Jamesy  then  in  France,  who,   as  he  had  an   undoubted  title  to 

*  the  crown,  was  fupported  by  one  of  the  moft  powerful  princes 

*  in  Europe,     Then  the   competition  for  the  crov/n  was  greatly 

*  different  from  the  wild  and  extravagant  pretenfions  of  a  popilli 
'  fugitive,  fled  to  Rome  for  fanftuary,  after  having  been  turn'd 

*  out  of  moil:  of  the  zo^jinsoi  Europe.     But   King  JVilliam,  who 

*  was  a  wife  and  jufi:  Prince,  and  knew  that  no  free  ilate  could 

*  long  fubfilt,  but  in  doing  equal  and  impartial  juilice,  would  not 

*  confent  to  the  putting  thofe  laws  in  execution  againil  the  Ro- 

*  man-Catholics,  which  he  knew  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  a  per- 

*  fecution.     However,  the  King,  to  gratify  the  fears  of  thofe  a- 

*  bout  him,  who  were  continually  poifefiing  him  with  the  dan- 

*  gers    of  popery,  order'd  an  exad  account  to  be  taken  of  the 

*  conformiib,    non-conformiils,    and   papifts    in  England,  to  fee 

*  what  proportion  there  was  betwixt  the  papifls  and  proteftants  ; 

*  and  upon  an  exaft  fcrutiny,  the  account   was  found  to  ftand 
*thus:   One  hundred  and  ieventy-nine  conformiils,  ^/z,.  thofe  of 

*  the  eftablifh'd  church,  to  one  papiil ;  befides  presbyterians,  qua- 

*  kers,  independents,  and  all  other  proteftant  diffenters. 

*  If  the   Roman-Catholics  were,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
'  volution,but  a  handful  of  people  ;  if  ail  the  encouragement  given 

*  to  them  by  King  Jame:  could  not  enable  them  to  maintain  a  King 

*  of  their  own  religion  upon  the  throne, what  have  we  now  to  ap- 
'  prehend   from  them  ?  Since  many   of  them    have  followed  the 

*  fate  of  King  James,  and  feveral  of  them  have  conformed  to  the 

*  church  of  England:  So  that  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that 

*  the  number  of  Roman-Catholics  is  one  third  lefs  than  thev  were 

Vol.  X,  I  i  «vvh.n 
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*  when  King  William  came  to  the  crown.     Andl  bfcg  leave  here  to 

*  obferve  a  notion,  which  has  long  prevail'd.    That  the  liberties 

*  oi  Engl ajtd  c2in  never  be  in  danger,  bat  by  the  Roman- Catho- 

*  lies.     Indeed,  one  would   have  imagin'd  that  experience  would 

*  have  exploded  this  opinion,  fince  there  is  nothing  more  certain 
'  than  if  all  the  Protellants  were  united, no  Power  upon  earth  could 

<  hurtut..  Thecontell  does  not  lie  betwixt  the  Proteftant  and  Ro- 
'  man- Catholic  reiigion  :  Our  divifions  are  not  occafion'd  by  the 
«  increafe  of  popery, but  it  is  obvious  to  every  man  unconcern'd  in 

*  the  difpute,  how  the  leaders  of  each  party  promote  their  own 

*  mercenary  ends,  by  poflefling  their  followers  with  unneceffary 

*  fears  and  groundlefs  jealoufies.' 

*  I  muit  own,  befides  the  injullice  of  pafling  fuch  a  law,  I  am 

*  mov'd   with  compaffion  to  my  fellow-lubjedts,  whofe  condition 

*  muft  be  very  deplorable,  if  this    bill  fhould  pafs   into  a  law. 

*  I  would  initance  in   the    cafe  of   e  gentleman   of   a    thou- 

*  fand  pounds  per  annum,  who  pays  five  hundred  pounds  per  an^ 
'  niim  rent-charge  :  He  muft  pay  double  taxes,  which  at  prefent 

*  amouniing  to  four  Ihillingsin  the  pound,  comes  to  two  hundred 

*  pounds  a  year,  out  of  his  thoufand  pounds  a  year :  He  muft  like- 

*  wife  pay  his  proportion  of  this  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which 

*  at  a  moderate  computation,  will  be  five   fhillings    in  the  pound, 

*  which  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  more  to  be  added  to  the 

*  deduftion  out  of  his  eftate  :  What  then  will  a  gentleman  of  a 

*  thoufand  pounds  ^^r  annum  have  to  live  upon  ?  It  is  faid  in  an" 

*  fwer  to  this.  That  the  Roman- Catholics  do  hot  pay  more  taxes, 

*  infeveral  places,  than  the  Proteftants.     But  fuppofe  it  were  true, 

*  that  they  now  pay  no  more  than  two  Ihillings  in  the  pound,  the 

*  cafe  of  this  gentleman  will  be  ftill  very  much  to  be  lamented  ; 

*  and  inftead  of  paying   nine  hundred  and  fifty   pounds,  he  will 

<  pay  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  out  of  his  eftate.     I  have 

*  mentioned  this  particular  cafe,  to  Ihew  the  unreafonable  feverity 

<  of  this  tax ;  but  I  dare  fay,  many   more  inftances   might  be 

*  given  of  the  like  nature. 

*  I  can't  help  being  a  little  furpriz'd,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who 

<  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  circumftancei  of  our  affairs  a- 

*  broad,  did  not  confider,  before  they   brought  in  this  bill  upon 

*  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  his  Majefty's  allies  would  certainly 
« interpofe  in  their  behalf:  And  if  upon    a  refufal   to   a6l  th» 

*  friendly  part,  our  proteftant  brethren  abroad  fhould  be  more  fe- 

*  verely  dealt  with,  we  fhoukl  in  vain  complain  of  the  breach  of 

*  treaties  and  of  the  laws  of  the  empire,   when  we  have  broke 

*  through  the  common  ties  of  humanity. 

*  1  know  no  better  rule  of  government,  than  to  puniih  tht^uii- 
«  ty,  and  proteft  the  innocent ;  neither  the  one  can  complain  of 

*  hard  ufage,  tho'  he  may  be  pitied,  nor  will  the  other  wiih  for  a 

*  change  of  that  government,  which  defends  him  from  the  op- 

<  preiTion  of  wicked  and  ill-defigning  men.  But  to  punifti  a  body 
'  of  people,  whom,  before  the  report  was  made,  you  fufpefted 
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*  to  be  criminally  concern'd  in  the  conrpiracy  ;  and  whom,  upon 

*  enquiry,  you  find  to  be  innocent  in  every  particular  iuggeftion 

*  alledged  againft  them,  I  do  not  take  to  be  the  xuean^  of  convincing 

*  the  world  of  the  impartiality  of  our  proceedings. 

*  I  find  great  flrefs  laid  upon  the  Roman-Catholics  fending  mo- 

*  ney  to  the  Pretender,  and  his  adherents  abroad  ;  a  fail  lo  con- 

*  fidently  afHrm'd,  that  one  would  expeftfome  better  proof  of  it 

*  than  a  general  aflertion  ;  and  yet  I  have  never  heard  one  fingle 

*  inftance  given  to  convince  me  of  the  truth  of  this  affertion.  Con- 

*  fidering   the  great  vigilance  of  the  miniilry,  who  have  been 

*  able  to  difcover  the  mod  fubtle  contrivances  in  carrying  on  this 

*  confpiracy,  it  appears  to  me  very  unlikely,  if  the  Roman-Ca- 

*  tholics  had  made  any  confiderable  remittances  abroad,  that  they 

*  fhould  have  efcap'd  the  notice  of  the  government.     1  would  fain 

*  know  how  comes  this  notion  of  the  Roman-Catholics  fending 

*  money  abroad;  and  why  they  are  morezealods  for  the  Pretend- 

*  er's  caufe,  than  the  rclt  of  the  Jacobites  ?    If  it  is  an  equal  con- 

*  tribution  among  the  Jacobites,  it  ought  to  be  an  equal  tax  up- 

*  on  the  non-jurors,  and  every   man  who  has  paid  his  quota,  as 

*  well    as  upon  the  Roman'C.uholics.     But  to  fingle  out  one  fee 

*  of  men  from  the  herd  of  the  Jacobites;  and  upon  mere  i'uppofi- 

*  tion,  to  inflid  the  fevereil  penalties   upon  them,  is  an  ad  no 

*  ways  agreeable  to  the  juft  and  equitable  proceedings  of  Parlia- 

*  ment.     for  which  reafons  I  am  againft  this  bill.' 

Mr.    Lutnvyche  was   fupported  by  Mr.  WeJ},  Lord  Gage^  and  Mr  tP^efi» 
Mr.  ThompfoT2y    member  for  York  ;  Mr.  ^renchard^    in  particular  ^^"^^  Gage, 
declared,  *  That  he  thought  it  very  unreafonab'e,  that  the  papilb  ^l'i„ 

*  fhould  bear  the  whole   burden  of  this  tax,  when  there  were  fo  ^j'     L. 

*  many  Jacobites  who   had  contributed  as  much  to  the  ""^Jfii^g^^j^^^  moves 

*  public  difturbances  as  the  papiils  themfelves ;'  and  therefore  hethatthsnon- 
moved,  *  That  the  non-jurors  ought  to  be  included  in  the  faid  jurors  be  in- 

*  tax  intended  to  be  raifed  upon  papifts.'    Accordingly,  after  fome  eluded  in  the 
debate,  the   committee  came   to  the  follov»/ing  relblution,    c^vs;.  ^^^  i°^p'^^^ 

*  That  towards  raifing  the  fum  of  ico,ooo  /.  granted  to  his  Ma- ^JJ^*  ^which 

*  jefty,  towards  reimburfmg  to  the  public  the  great  expences  oc- jj  agreed  to. 

*  cafion'd  by  the  late  rebellions  and  diforders,  to  be  rais'd  and  le- 

*  vied  upon  the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  of  all  papills,    an  equal 

*  rate  and  proportion  berais'd  and  levied  upon  the  real  and  perlb- 

*  nal  ellates  of  every  other  perfon,  being  of  the  age  of  eighteen 

*  years  or  upwards,  not  having  taken  die  oaths  of  fupremacy  and 

*  allegiance,  and  the  abjuration   oath,   who  (hall   upon  due  fum- 

*  mons  negled  or  refufe  to  take  the  fame.'  This  refolution  be- 
ing the  next  day  reported  by  Mr.  Farrer^  a  motion  was  made 
and  the  queilion  put,  '  That  the  faid  refolution  be  recommitted, 

*  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,'  Then  it  was  refolv'd.  That 
'  the  houfe  do  agree  with    the   committee,  and  order'd.   That 

*  there  be  an  initrudion   to   the  com.mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  to 

*  alter  and  amend  the  bill.   Tor  laying  a  tax  on  all  Papjls,  purfu- 

*  ant  to  the  faid  refolution.' 

I  i  z  May. 
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The  Com-  Mav  1 1 .  The  Commons,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
mons,  in  a  j^^^^jg  ^  farther  progrefs  in  the  bill,  For  laying  a  tax  upon  Papijis', 
grand  Com-  ^^^^  ^  motion  belns  made  by  Mr.  L/^/ayyc/^^  for  aclaufe  for  includ- 

mittee,  add    .  ,  .  ,  p  •  •      o       ;       /      •        1  •  <     1 

a  claufe  for'"g  ^he  papiits  and  non-jarors  in  Scotland,  in  the  tax  intended  to 
including  thepapilb  and  non-jurors  in  England^  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
Scoti  papifts  be  laid  on  by  a  majority  of  five  voices  only, 
and  non-ju-  ^/^^  j^  ^^^  Farrer  reported  the  amendments  the  committee 
'°"  j?j5  ^  had  made  to  the  bill,  which  were  agreed  to,  except  the  claufe  a- 
Debatecon-  bove  mentioned  ;  upon  which  a  debate  arifing,  Lord  G^?ff^  and 
cerning  the  Mr.  Hiitchefon  inlilied  upon  the  equitablenefs  of  the  faid  claule, 
faid  claufe  and  Sir  Jofepb  Jekyll  laid  thereupon,  '  That  he  knew  no  reafon 
upon  its  beings  ^^j^y  j.^^  ^^^^^  ihould  be  excus'd  ironi  paying  their  proportion  of 
reported ^to  ,  ^j^.^  extraordinary  tax,  unlefs  it  was,  becaufe  forty- five  Scots 
*  ^  !1*  ^'  *  reprefentatives  in  that  houfe  always  voted  as  they  were  direded  : 
Mr  Huube-'  But  if  that  was  the  reafon,  it  was  to  be  fear'd,  lealt  Cornival/^ 
fo„'  *  which  fends  up   almoll  an  equal  number  of  members,    might, 

Shy.J^'ky///  upon  the  fame  confideration,  claim  an  exemption  from  taxes.' 
Mr.  R,J^"aI'But  Mr.  Robert  IValpole  having  reprefented,  That  the  names  and 
fole.  real  eftates  of  the  Scots  papiils  and  non-jurors  not  being  regilter'd, 

ic  was  impoffible  to  afcertain  their  proportion  of  this  tax,  he  was 
Th  above  ^^ppo^^ed  by  moll  of  the  courtiers ;  and  the  quelHon  being  put, 
clauVreila-That  the  faid  claufe  be  made  part  of  the  bill,  it  was  carried  m  the 
ed,  and  a  billnegative,  by  178  votes  againil  170  ;  and  then  fome  other  amend - 
order'd  for  ments  being  made  by  the  houfe  to  the  bill,  it  was  order'd  co  be 
regiftringthegj^gj-QCg'^j^  However,  two  days  after,  a  bill  was  order'd  to  be 
eftates  of^th^ej^^^^g^j.  j^^  ^^  oblige  all  papiils  and  non  jurors  in  Scotlandy  to  re- 
andnon^ju-^  gii^^'^  ^^^^^  names  and  real  eftates;  which  was  accordingly 
rors,  which  brought  in,  and  had  aneafy  paffage  through  both  houfes. 
pafTes  the  jV/^ry  17.  The  engrofs'd  bill.    For  laying  a  tax  upon  papiJls  and 

^°"^^'  «5«^'«r(7rj /«  England,  was  pafs'd,    and  fent  up  to  the  Lords. 

Thebill,For  j|j^^  27.  The  King  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers  with  the  ufual 
laying  a  tax  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^-^^  Commons  attending,  their  Speaker,  upon  pre- 
&c.  pais'd'.  ^snting  the  bill.  For  laying  a  tax  upon  papijis  and  non-jurorsy  made 
a  fpeech,  wherein  he  ihevv'd  the  occafion  and  neceffity  of  that 
Th  Ro  al  taXjOnaccountof  the  late  horrid  and  execrable  confpiracy,in  which 
affent  gtven  they  had  fo  great  a  ihare.  After  this,  his  Majefty  gave  the  Roy- 
thereto;  and  al  affent  to  the  faid  bill:  Alfo  to  the  bill,  To  oblige  all  papijis 
alfo  to  the  in  Scotland,  and  yionjurors  in  Great-Britain,  to  regijier  their  names 
bills  againft^  ^/;^  real  ejiates  ;  To  the  bills,  For  injli^ing  pains  and  penalties  on 
^  and'tteJo^"  Plunket,  George  Kelly,  and  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury  Lord 
Bp  of  i?c-  Bijhop  o/'Rochefter  :  Likewife  to  feveral  other  bills,  which,  as 
ibijier,  they  were  not  the  fubjea  of  any  SPEECHES  or  DEBATES,    it 

would  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  take  notice  of  here. 

Fr9m 
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From    the    London     Gazette,     ^^  Saturday, 
March  4,   1726-7. 

Whitehal),  March  4. 

*  'T-N  HIS  day  Mr.  Inglis,  Marfhal  and  AfTiftant  Mailer  of  the 

*  X      Ceremonies,    in    the  ablence   of  Sir    Clement   Cotterel^ 

*  Maiter  of  the  Ceremonies,   went  by  his  Majefiy's  order  to  M. 

*  de  Palm,  the  Emperor's  refidenr,   and  acquainted  him,   that  he 

*  having,  in  the  audience  he  had  of  the  King  on   Thurfday  lall, 

*  deliver'd  into  the  hands  of  his  Majeity  a  memorial  higuiy  in- 

*  jurious  to  his  Majel^y's  honour,  and  the  dignity  of  his  crov^-n  ; 

*  in  which  memorial  he  has    forgot  all  regard  to  truth,  and    the 

*  refpedl  due  to  his  facred  Majcily  ;  and  the  faid  memorial  being 

*  alfo  publicly  difpers'd  next  morning   in   print,  toge:her   with  a 

*  letter  from  the  Count  de  Si/izcndorff  to  him  the  faid  Pahn^  itill 

*  more  infolencand  more  injurious,  if  polTible,  than  the  m.emori- 

*  al ;   his  iSlajeUy   had  thereupon  commanded  him    to  declare  to 

*  him  the  faid  refident,   Pahn^  that  his  Majcily  looked  upon  him 

*  no   longer  as  a  public  miniiter,  and  requir'd  him  fonhSsich  to 
'  depart  oiK  of  this  kingdom. 

The  memorial  and  the  letter  above  mentioneJ,  are  as  follow: 

Memorial  prefented^  in  Latin,  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  by  M.  de  Palm,  the  Imperial  Refident^ 
upon  the  fpeech  which  his  Britannic  Majefiy  made 
to  the  two  houfes  of  his  Parliament^  on  the  H  of  Jd- 
nuary,   1726-7. 

Mof  Serene  and  Potent  King, 

AS  loon  as  the  fpeech  made  by  your  Majefiy  to  the  Parliament 
c^  Great  Britain  now  ailembled,  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majelly,  my  moft  gracious  mailer ; 
he  was  ftruck  with  the  utmoft  alloniOiment,  thac  your  xVJajcfry 
could  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  prevail'd  upon  to  declare  from  the  Roy- 
al Throne,  to  that  moll  renowned  nation,  in  a  manner  hitherto 
unheard  of,  as  certain  and  undoubted  fads,  feveral  things,  fome 
of  which  are  ftrain'd  in  that  fpeech  to  a  wrong  lenie,  fume  are 
entirely  dillant  from  the  intentions  of  his  Imperial  and  Catnohc 
Majefty  ;  and  laitly,  (which  affedl  much  more  fenfibly  than  all 
the  reft)  feme  things  abfolutely  void  of  ail  foundation^ 

For  as  to  what  regards  the  peace  concluded  at  l^ienna  with  tlie 
mofl  Serene  King  o1^  Spain,  who  can  forbear  being  aftoni'hcd, 
that  this  very  peace,  which  is  built  on  the  quadruple  alliance 
iigned  at  London,  and  other  treaties  contracted  with  your  Alar 
jelty,  as  its  iolid  and  fole  foundation  ;  and  for  the  obtaining  of 
which  peace,  your  Majeity,  together  with  your  allies,  wag-d  Jo 
bloody,   fo   long,  and  fo  glorious  a  war,  and  took  yoarlcif  fg 

1  i  3  much 
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much  pains  to  procure,  fiiould  now  be  alledged  by  your  Majefty 
as  a  juit  ground  of  complaint,  and  Ihould  be  made  ufe  of  as  a 
pretence  for  thefe  things,  which  hitherto  your  minifters  have 
been  doing  in  all  part^,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  Emperor  and 
the  Empire,  and  the  public  tranquillity,  and  fhould  be  repre- 
i'ented  by  your  Majefty  to  the  Britijh  nation,  with  fo  much  ani- 
moiity  againfl  tiie  Empeicr  and  King  of  Spain,  as  a  violation 
of  treaties. 

After  complaining  of  the  peace  made  at  Vienna,  complaint  is 
Jikevvife  made  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  enter'd  into  with 
Spain,  which  is  calculated  to  promote  th^  mutual  and  lawful  ad- 
vantages of  the  fubjefts  of  borh  parties,  wnich  is  agreeable  to 
the  Jaw  of  nations,  and  to  the  cudoms  of  all  people  in  amity 
with  each  other  ;  which  can  in  no  refpect  be  of  any  prejudice  to 
the  BriiiJ/j  nation,  whether  we  regard  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
tries, or  the  particular  nature  of  the  trade,  and  which  is  not  in 
the  leaft  repugnant  to  the  treaties  made  with  Great  Britain.  So 
that  if  this  treaty  be  confidered  with  a  mind  free  from  prejudice, 
and  from  all  defign  of  inflaming  the  nation,  there  will  remain 
no  pretence  to  fay,  that  this  treaty  can  be  grievous  or  hurtful  to 
a  nation  for  which  his  Imperial  ISlajefty  has  the  greatefl  affedtion 
and  efieem,  and  whofe  glorious  exploits  and  important  fuccours 
no  time  will  efface  out  of  his  memory. 

The  other  head  of  complaint,  which  contains  fuch  things  as  are 
void  cf  all  foundation,  relates  principally  to  that  imaginary  alli- 
ance which  in  the  fpeech  Is  called  offenfive,  and  is  there  fuppos'd 
to  have  been  made  againll  your  Majefty,  between  the  Emperor 
and  King  of  Spain.  But  it  will  not  only  appear  how  groundlefs 
and  frivolous  this  fuppofition  is,  from  the  offer  lately  made  by  his 
Imp-rial  and  Catholic  Majefty,  of  entering  into  a  convention, 
De  fe  ?nutuo  non  ojfendendo,  but  will  be  entirely  refuted  by  the  con- 
fi'Jeration  of  the  tenor  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  and friend/hip  itfelf 
made  with  the  crown  of  Spain^  and  communicated  in  its  whole 
extent  to  your  Majefty  when  it  was  proper  5  from  the  words  of 
which,  whether  the  leaft  fhadow  or  appearance  of  an  offenfive 
alliance  can  be  drawn,  isfubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  whole 
world. 

Another  part  of  the  complaint  relates  to  the  fecret  articles 
made  in  fa-uoiir  of  the  Pretender,  whereof  your  Majefty  afferts 
that  you  have  certain  and  undoubted  informations,  by  which  ar= 
tides  it  ftiould  have  been  agreed  to  fet  the  Pretender  on  the 
throne  cf  Great  Britain.  With  what  view,  on  what  motive,  and 
to  what  purpofe,  thefe  informations,  founded  on  the  falfeft  re- 
ports, were  reprefented  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  is  not  on- 
ly eafy  to  be  underftcod  by  his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majefty, 
but  is  obvious  to  the  meancft  capacity.  But  fince  the  inviolable 
dignity  and  honour  of  fuch  great  princes  cannot  fulFer  that  affer- 
tiuns  of  this  nature,  intirely  unfupported  by  truth,  fhould  be  ad- 
vanced  from  the  Royal  throne  to  the  whole  nation,  and  to  all 

man- 
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mankind  j  his  facred  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majefty  has  ex- 
prefly  commanded  me,  that  I  fliould  declare  to  your  Majelly, 
and  to  the  whole  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  how  highly  he 
thinks  himfelf  affronted  thereby,  folemnly  affirming,  upon  his 
imperial  word,  that  there  exilh  no  fecret  article  nor  convention 
whacfoever,  which  contains,  or  can  tend  to  prove  the  kail  tittle 
of  what  has  been  alledged. 

But  that  the  fecret  defigns  which  lie  concealed  under  a  con- 
dud  till  this  time  unheard  of,  may  more  manifeftly  appear,  it 
mult  be  obferv'd,  that  the  time  is  purpofcly  taken  for  doing  this, 
when  a  negotiation  is  on  foot  at  Paris,  for  compofing  the  differ- 
ences which  have  arifen  without  any  fault  of  his  Imperial  and 
Catholic  Majeily  ;  which  negotiation  fufficiently  fhevvs  how  much 
his  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majeity  is  at  all  times  inclined  to  peace, 
and  to  the  religious  obfervation  of  his  treaties. 

As  to  what  is  faid  of  Gibraltar,  and  concerning  the  fiege 
thereof*  under  which  in  the  fpeech  it  is  infmuated,  as  if  feme  o- 
ther  defign  was  concealed ;  the  hoiliiitles  notorioudy  committed 
in  the  Indies,  and  elfewhere,  againft  the  King  c^ Spain,  in  violation 
of  treaties,  feem  to  have  given  a  very  jull  occafion  to  the  King  of 
Spain  for  attempting  that  fiege.  But  as  to  the  intentions  and  engage- 
ments of  the  Emperor  upon  that  article,  it  is  eafy  to  fee^  what  they 
are,  by  the  treaty  above  mentioned,  which  has  been  corainun.'catsd. 

As  to  what  is  faid  in  the  laft  place,  concerning  the  OJiend 
trade,  which  the  goodnefs  of  the  Catholic  King  induced  him  to 
favour,  (being  bound  by  no  treaty )  after  he  had  been  apprized 
of  the  juft  reafons  for  the  eftablifhment  of  it,  various  expedients 
for  a  compofition  have  been  propofed,  not  only  at  the  Hague, 
but  even  lately  at  Paris,  left  this  harmlefs  method  of  providing 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  barrier,  fhould  prove  an  obilacle  to  the 
common  friendfhip  of  neighbouring  powers. 

Which  things  being  thus,  the  injury  offered  to  truth,  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  his  facred  Imperial  and  Catholic  JMajelly  re- 
quire, that  they  fhould  be  expofed  to  your  Majeity,  to  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  world.  And  his  facred  Impe- 
rial Majeily  demands  that  reparation  which  is  due  to  him  by  all 
manner  of  right,  for  the  great  injuries  which  have  been  done  hin^ 
by  thefe  many  imputations. 

/f  Letter  from  the  Count  de  SInzendorf,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  court  to  his  Imperial  and  Catholic 
Majefty^  fent  to  Monf.  de  Palm,  the  Emperor'* s 
Rejident  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  dated  from 
Vienna />^^  2 o/^^/ February,   1727. 

HIS  Imperial  and  Catholic  Majeily  judges  it  indifpenfably 
neceffary,  upon  the  llep  which  has  been  lately  tiken  in  the 
country  where  you  are,  to  fend  you  in  the  difpatch  here  annexed, 
a  memorial,  which  you  are  to  prefent  to  the  King  of  Great  Bri. 
I   i  4  tain^ 
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tain,  and  to  publiih  afterwards,  that  the  whole  nation  may  be 
acquainted  with  it,  whillt  anfvvers  are  preparing  to  certain  pam- 
ph  ets  publifhed  before  the  opening  of  the  Parliament. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  the  Ipeech  was  made  for  no  purpofe,  but 
to  excite  the  nation  to  a  rupture,  and  open  war  with  the  Emperor 
and  Spain,  and  to  make  the  Parliament  approve  the  precipitate 
and  burthenfome  meafures  which  the  government  has  taken  for 
private  ends,  but  too  well  known:  That  not  only  unwarrantable 
inferences  and  pretences  have  been  made  ufe  of,  but  that  manifefl 
falfhoods  have  been  boldly  advanced  for  indifputable  fa£ls,  a  pro- 
ceeding never  feen  before  among  powers  who  ought  to  refpeft 
each  Cther,  when  in  the  moft  flagrant  wars ;  from  whence  it 
ought  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  King,  whofe  facred  mouth  ought 
to  be  an  oracle  of  truth,  muft  have  been  himfelf  abufed  by  the 
fuggefcions  and  falfe  reports  of  thofe,  who  have  the  honour  to 
poilefs  his  confidence;  and  who  think  it  their  intereft  to  inflame, 
by  thefe  means,  both  the  Prince  and  the  nation,  for  their  own 
private  views  and  perfonal  prefervation,  without  any  regard  t© 
the  honour  of  the  Majelty  of  the  throne,  or  to  the  evils  which 
may  refult  from  hence  to  their  own  country,    and  to  all  Europe, 

For  thefe  purpofcsthey  efl:ablifli  a  foundation,  and  lay  down  as 
a  certain  fadt,  that  there  is  a  pofitive  article  in  the  treaty  of  alli- 
ance between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain,  to  place  the 
Pretender  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  invade  that 
kingdom  with  open  force ;  and  this  they  do,  a  few  days  after 
the  miniller  plenipotentiary  of  the  Catholic  King  had,  before 
his  departure  from  London,  in  a  memorial  prefented  m  the  facred 
name  of  his  mailer,  publicly,  and  in  the  moll  authentic  man- 
ner, dii'av'owed  thefe  imputations,  which  fufficiently  prove  the 
Emperor's  difavowalof  the  fame,  fmce  the  pretended  article  was 
equally  imputed  to  the  two  powers,  and  one  of  them  could  not 
have  ftipuiated  any  thing  in  the  fame  treaty  without  the  other. 
Befides  which,  it  is  to  be  confider'd,  that  fix  months  ago,  upon 
the  firll  reports  of  thefe  falfe  fuppofitions,  the  Emperor  and  King 
of  Spain,  in  order  to  filence  them,  propofed  a  formal  aft,  de 
non  offendendo^  into  which  all  the  allies  on  one  iide  and  the  other 
might  enter,  and  which  would  efFeftually  have  fecured  the 
peaceable  poflTeffions  of  each  of  the  powers  contracting,  either 
in  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  or  that  of  HanoiHr,  till  fuch  time  as  it 
had  been  pofiible  by  one  general  treaty  to  remove  and  quiet  the 
complaints  of  all  fides  :  Bat  thefe  propofals  were  rendered  inef- 
fedual,  by  the  fame  views  of  thofe  perfons,  who  chcfe  rather  to 
hinder  the  peaceable  effeils  of  thefe  jult  deligns,  by  attacks  ^nd 
open  hoililities. 

Jt  is  further  known,  and  it  is  even  notorious  by  the  folemn 
communication  made  to  the  King  of  Great  Britainy  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  at  Vienna,  between  the  Emperor  and  King  of 
Spain,  that  the  treaty  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  made  at  London 
the  2d  of  Augufiy  i;l8,  has  been  laid  down  as  the  unalterable 

bafis 
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bafis  of  their  peace;  and  that  all  the  articles  of  this  quadruple 
alliance  are  therein  confirmed  and  corroborated,  as  if  they  had 
been  inferted  anew  :  How  then  can  it  be  fuppofed,  and  even  given 
out  as  a  matter  of  faft,  that  by  another  (ecret  treaty,  figned  on 
the  fame  day,  conditions  have  been  eftabliflied,  and  engagements 
taken  entirely  repugnant  to  the  fame  ? 

Such  a  thing  cannot  be  advanced,  without  infulting  and  injur- 
ing, in  the  moft  outrageous  manner,  the  Majefty  of  the  two  con- 
tracting powers,  who  have  a  right  to  demand  a  fignal  reparation 
and  fatisfadlion  proportioned  to  the  enormity  of  the  affront, 
which  equally  interefts  their  honour,  and  that  faith  which  ought 
always  to  be  refpefted  among  fovereign  Princes. 

But  if  thofe  who  endeavour  to  avail  themfelves  of  fuch  feign- 
ed recriminations,  and  to  excufe  themfelves  from  the  blame 
which  their  rafn  and  turbulent  meafures,  deferve,  imr.gine  that 
this  unjuftifiable  condu6t  may  at  laft  oblige  the  Emperor  and 
King  of  Spain,  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  to  defend  themfelves 
by  all  thofe  means  which  God  has  put  into  their  hands,  from  the 
mifchiefs  with  which  they  are  threatened,  and  from  the  infults 
and  attacks  which  have  been  adlually  made  ufe  of  againfi  them,  fo 
far  that  it  has  been  even  attempted  to  engage  the  Ottoman  Porte 
in  thefe  unparallelled  defigns;  at  leart,  ought  they  not  to  publiih  as 
antecedent  fads,  thofe  things  which  they  have  reafon  to  appre- 
hend may  be  the  confequence  of  a  war,  into  Vv^hich  they  will 
have  forced  thefe  two  powers  to  enter  in  their  own  juft  dcftnce  ? 

The  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain  hope  however  from  the  di- 
vine goodnefs,  and  from  the  wifdom  of  perfons  leis  prejudiced, 
and  lefs  palTionate,  that  more  mature  and  ferious  reflexions  uill 
be  made,  in  order  to  reftore  amicably  the  public  tranquillity,  and 
to  fave  all  Europe  from  the  misfortunes  of  a  war,  ftirrcd  up  by 
motives  fo  trifling  and  groundlefs,  which  can  tend  to  nothirg  but 
the  dellrudion  of  the  fubject,  of  his  eftate,  and  of  his  commerce. 

Their  majefties,  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spai??,  ardent-  • 
ly  defire  the  bleffing  of  peace,  and  to  obi'erve  their  treaties  with 
all  their  allies,  with  the  ftrideft  fidelity  :  But  as  a  mutual  con- 
traft  can  fubfift  no  longer  on  one  fide,  than  while  it  remains  un- 
broken on  the  other  ;  the  evil  confequences  of  a  rupture,  if  that 
ftiould  happen,  ought  to  be  imputed  to  thofe  alone  who  have 
been  the  authors  of  thofe  infraftions. 

I  have  the  Emperor's  exprefs  order  to  write  this  to  you  in  his 
name,  that  you  may  be  able  to  deftroy  the  falfhoods  and  ca- 
lumnies which  have  been  charged  on  the  high  contracting  parties 
of  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  who  have  no  other  view,  but  that  of 
making  peace  between  themfelves,  without  hurting  any  one  elfe. 

/  am,  &c. 

SiNZENDORF. 

March 
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March  8,   1726-7. 
Lord  Fitzwilliams  takes  notice  of  an  ahufive  Memori- 
al being  frefented  to  the  King^  by   the  Emperor'* s 
Minifter^   and  moves  for  the  fame  to  he  laid  before 
the  houfe. 

LORD  FitznuilUams  member  for    Peterborough,  took  notice, 
'  That  on  the  2d  inftant  Moniieur  de  Palm,    the  Emperor^s 

*  Refident,  in  an  audience   he  had  of  the  King,  delivered  into 

*  the  hands  of  his  Majefly,  a  memorial  in  Latin,  couch'd  in  a 
'  very  indecent  and  injurious  flyle,  altogether  unufual,  and   very 

*  unbecoming  theMajefty  of  crowned  heads;  and  to  add  to  the  indig- 
«  nity,  that  the  faid  memorial  was  the  next  day  publickly  difper- 

*  fed,  and  that  printed  copies  of  tranflations  of  it,  one  in   Eng- 

*  lijk,  the  other  in  French,  had  been   fent  to  feveral  members  of 

*  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  Aldermen  of  London,  and  other  per- 

*  fons,  together  with  a  tranllation    in  the  fame  languages,  of  a 

*  letter  from  the  Count  de  Sinzendorf,  to  M.  de  Palm,  wherein 

*  that  Refident  was  ordered,  "  To  prefent  the  faid  memorial, 
•*  firft  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  afterwards  to  publifh  it 
*' to  the  vv'hole  nation."     His  Lo''d(hip  added,  *  That  this  ap- 

*  peal  from  a  foreign  power  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  a- 
'  gainft   their  lawful  Sovereign,  was   lo   unprecedented,  and  fo 

*  great  an   infult  upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and    on  his 

*  Majefiy's  facred  perfon,  that  he  thought  the  houfe  ought  to  re- 

*  fent  it  in  the  moll  lively  manner ;  and  thereupon  he  mov'd,  that 

*  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majelty,  that  he  would 

*  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  diredions,  that  the  faid  memorial 

*  prel'ented   to  his  Majefly  by  Monfieur    de  Palm,  the   Imperial 

*  Refident,  might  be  laid  before  the  houfe.'  And  being  feconded 
by  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcotey  the  faid  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
fented. 

March  10.  %uPaulMethu£n,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  laid 
a  copy  of  Monfieur  de  Palm's  memorial  before  the  houfe,  toge- 
ther with  the  tranllation  of  it ;  whereupon  it  was  refolved  to  take 
the  fame  into  confideration  on  the  1 3th. 

March  13.  The  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into  confiderati- 

Debate         on  the  memorial  prefented  to  his  Majefly  by  Monfieur  de  Palm  ; 

thereon.  and  the  tranllation  of  the  faid  memorial  being  read,  complaint 
was  made  to  the  houfe,  that  the  fubflance  of  the  faid  memorial 
had  been  printed  and  publifh'd  in  a  paper,  intitled,  Tranjlation 
of  a  wemjrial^  &c.  whereupon  the  faid  paper  was  brought  up  to 
the  table  and  read  ;  after  which  the  Lord  Fitzn-villiams,  Sir  Ro- 
bert W^alpole,  Mr.  Onfow,  Sir  IVilliam  Tonge,  Mr.  Doddington^ 
and  Sir  William  Strickland ;  alfo  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr. 
William  Pultene^,  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  Hufigerford,  and 
Sir  John  St.  Auhin,  fpoke  on  this  occafion,  and  agreed  in  ex- 

prefling 
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prefling  the  higheft  indignation  and  refentment  at  the  afFront  of- 
fered to  his  Majefly,  by  the  memorial  deliver'd  by  Monfieur  de 
?ahn\  and,  in  a  particular  manner,  at  his  audacioufnefs  in 
printing  and  difperfing  it  throughout  theKingdom  ;  and  very  fevere 
refledions  were  made  on  the  ill  returns  from  his  Imperial  Majefty 
to  the  great  obligations  he  had  to  Great  Britain.  They  only 
differed  as  to  the  manner  of  wording  their  ccnlure  upon  fo  ex- 
travagant an  infult  upon  his  Majeiiy;  but  at  laft  it  was  moved, 
and  refolved,  nem.  con.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefly,   'To    exprefs  the  highed   refentment   of  this  houfe  at  ^n  addrc& 

*  the  affront  and  indignity  offered  to  his  moll  facred  Ma^fty,by  therefoJv'd  on 

*  memorial  delivered  by  Monfieur  de  Palm,  the  Emperor's  Refi- thatoccafion* 
'  dent,  and  at  his  infolence  in  printing  and  dilperfing  the  fame 

*  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  to  declare  their  utmoli  abhorrence  of 
'  this  audacious  manner  of  appealing  to  the  people,  againft    his 

*  Majefty  ;  and  their  deteilation  of   the  prelumptuous  and  vain 

*  attempt  of  endeavouring  to  infill  into  the  minds  of  any  of  his 

*  Majeily's  faithful  fubjects,  the  leaft  dillruil  or  difRJence  in   his 

*  molt  facred  Rcyal  word  ;  to  return  his  Majeiiy  the  thanks  of 

*  this  hcufe,  for  his  care  and  vigilance  in  dilcovering  the  fecret 

*  and  pernicious  defigns  of  his  enemies,  and  his  goodnefs  in  com- 
'  municating  to  his  Parliament  the  Dangers  that  threatened  this 

*  kingdom  ;    and    to  allure  his   Majeiiy,     that   tiiis  houle   will 

*  fland  by  and  fupport    his  Majefty  again ll  all  his  open  and    fe- 

*  cret  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  efredrually  defeat 
^  the  expectations  of  ail  fuch  as  may  have,  in  any  manner, 
«  countenanced,    encouraged,     or    abetted  the    dilturbers  of  the 

*  public  tranquillity  in  this  extravagant  infult  upon  his  Majeity, 

*  or  flattered  them  with  hopes,  that  an  obltinats  perfeverance  in 

*  their  deltrudtive  meafures,  could  fiagger  the  hrmnefs  of  the  Bri^ 

*  tip  nation,  in  vindication  of  his  Majeity's  honour,  and  the  de- 

*  fence  of  their  rights  and  privileges.*  And  a  committee  was  ap. 
pointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  upon  the  faid  refoluticn. 

March  14.  The  Lord  Heri-ey  was  fent  from  the  Commons  to  The  C 
defire  a  conference   with  their  Lordlhips   upon  a  matter  of  themonsata' 
higheft  importance  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Imperial  conference 
crown  {ji Great  Britain.     This  conference  being  readily  agreed  to'^^^^''^  ^^^ 
by  the  Lords,  and  the  managers  of  both  houfes  met  in  the  paint- *^?°f"'"P"*^* 
ed  chamber,   thofe  of  the  Commons  defired  the  concurrence  of  fo^thetn'^^ 
the  Lords  to  the  addrefs  relating  to  Monfieur  de  Pahnt  memori-  addrefs. 
al,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  their  committee,  reported  by 
the  Lord  Tit%nxiUiamst  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  managers  for  the 
Commons  left  the  faid  addrefs  with  the  Lords,  with  other  papers 
relating  thereto. 

¥±arch   15.    At   a  fecond  conference,    the  managers  for  the  ^j^jj,j^  I,,, 
Lords  declared  to  thofe  of  the  Commons,   that  their   LordfhipsingagreedVo, 
had  agreed  to  the  faid  addrefs ;  which  the  next  day  was  by  both  is°prefented.' 
houfes  prefented  to  the  King,  as  follows; 

'  Mofl 
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Mofl  gracious  So-vereign, 
Th  '  '  *  WT^  y^""^  Majefty's  moft  dutifal  and  faithful  fubjefls,  the 
addrefrof  *  W  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great 
bothhoufes  *  Britain^  in  Parliament  affembled,  think  it  our  indifpenfable  du- 
to  the  King  *  ty  to  exprefs  the  higheft  refentment  at  the  affront  and  indignity 
onoccafion  <  offered  to  your  molt  facred  Majefty,  by  the  memorial  delivered 
of  the  Em-  «  j^y  Monfieur  de  Palm,  the  Emperor's  refident ;  and  at  his  info- 
morUJ.'"^"  *  lence  in  printing  and  difperfing  the  fame  throughout  the  king- 
'  dom. 

*  This  audacious  manner  of  appealing  to  the  people  againft 
'your  Majefty,  under  the  pretext  of  applying  to  you  for  redrefs 

*  and  reparation  of  fuppoied  injuries,    and  turning  a   memorial, 

*  prefented  to  your  Majelly  into  a  fediwous  libel,  is  a  proceeding 

*  that  creates  in  us  the  utmoft  abhorrence  and  deteftation 

*  The  endeavouring  to  inftill  into  the  minds  of  any  of  your 
'  faithful  fubjedts,  the  leail  diftruft  or  diffidence  in  your  Majeily's 
<  moft  facred  royal  word,  or  to  make  a  dillinftion  between  your 

*  Majefty  and  your  people,  is  an  attempt  as  vain  as  prefumptu- 

*  ous ;  for,  by  your  goodnefs,   the   intereft  of  your  Majefty  and 
^  your  people  is  but  one,    and  as  infeparable,    as  their  duty,    af- 

*  fedtion  and  confidence  in  your  Majefty  are  moft  juftly  and  defer- 
^          *  vedly  unalterable  j    and  if  time  has  not  effaced  the  memory   of 

*  the  glorious  exploits  and  important  fuccours,  confefted   to  have 

*  been  received  from  Great  Britain  ;    gratitude,  affedlion  and  e- 

*  fteem  for  this  nation  will  be  beft  manifefted,  by  doing  honour 

*  to  the  KingjWhom  the  people  honour,  and  juftice  to  the  people, 

*  whofe  rights  and  privileges  the  beft  of  Kings  is  now  defending 

*  againft  the  invafions  and  incroachments  made  upon  them. 

'  We  return  your  Majefty  cur  fincereft  thanks  for  your   care 

*  and  vigilance,   in  difcovering  the  fecret  and  pernicious  defigns 

*  of  your  and  our  enemies,   and  for  your  goodnefs  in  communi- 

*  eating  to  your  Parliament  the   dangers    that    threatened   this 

*  kingdom. 

*  And  we  beg  leave  to  affure   your  Majefty,  That  no  amufe- 

*  ments,  by  arttul  or  evafive  denials,  (hall  lead  us  into  a  falfe  fe- 

*  curity,   or  divert  us   from  exerting  ourfelves  in  vindication  of 

*  your  Majefty's  honour,  or  from  defending  and  fupporting  your 

*  Majefty  againft  all  your  open  and  fecret  enemies,  both  at  home 

*  and  abroad.     And  if  any  among  your  own  fubjedts  have  been 

*  fo   wicked  as  to  countenance,   encourage,    and   abet   the  dif- 
«  turbers  of  the  public  tranquillity,  in  this  extravagant  infult  upon 

*  your  Majefty,  or  flattered  them  with  hopes,    that  an   obftinate 

*  perfeverence  in  their  deftrudive  meafures  could  ftaggerthe  firm- 

*  nefs  of  the  Britijh  nation  ;  we  are  refolvcd  effedually  to  defeat 
'  all  fuch  groundlefs  expedations,   and  to  convince  the  world, 

*  that  the    intrigues  of  a  few    cannot,     in   any  degree,     abate 

*  or  flacken  that  vigour  and  refolution,   with  which  a  true  love  and 

*  concern  for  our  country,  a  juft  fenfe  of  its  interefts,   and  an 

*  unfhaken  loyalty  to  your  Majefty  have  infpiredus.* 
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To  this  Addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  following  Anfwer. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
«  xrOur  unanimous  concurrence  in  this  dutiful  and  afFeflionate  His  Majef- 
'     1     addrefs,  gives  me  the  greateft  fatisfaftion.     The  juft  con-  ty's  anfwa; 

*  cern  youexpiefs  for  my  honour  and  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  is  thereto, 

*  very  becoming  a  Britijh  Parliament.     And  this  frefh  proof  of 

*  your  confidence  in  me,  will  convince  the  world,  that  all  at- 
'  temp:s  to  divide  our  hearts  and  interells,  will  be  vain  and  in- 
'  efFcdual.' 

Debate  concerning  an  ahfent  Commijfioner^  fuffering 
the  Secretary  tofign  for  him, 

THat  any  abfenc  commiffioner  and  truftee  appointed  by  the 
fa  id  aft  of  Parliament,  impowering  any  perfon  to  iign  his 
name  for  him,  in  order  to  make  up  the  number  of  commiffioners 
and  trullees  required  by  the  faid  adl,  to  matters  of  form  in  pro- 
ceedings under  the  faid  adl,  was  guilty  of  a  great  irregularity  in 
the  execucion  of  the  faid  aft  :  But  many  members  being  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  as  great  a  violation  of  the  aft,  and  as  high  a 
breach  of  truft,  for  any  abfent  commifiioner  to  impower  any  per- 
fon to  fign  his  name  for  him,  in  order  to  make  up  the  number  of 
comraifiioners  required,  as  it  was  for  any  commiiTioner  prefent  to 
direft  or  permit  any  other  perfon  to  fign  the  name  of  any  abfent 
commifiioner,  in  order  to  make  up  the  number  of  commiffioners 
prefent :  The  faid  motion  was  warmly  oppofed  ;  however,  after 
a  long  debate,  the  quellion  was  put,  and  it  was  carried  for  the 
motion,  by  175  votes  again  ft  140. 

That  part  of  the  Committee's  report,  which  related  to  Dennis  DenniiBoKd 
5o»^Efq;  member  for  Poole^  being  read,   it  was  refolved,  That  Efq;  and 
he  was  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  truft,  as  a  commiffioner  for  Serj.  Bircb 
fale  ot  the  forfeited  eftates,  and  that  he  be  for  the  faid  off^ence  ex-  ^^pe^led  the 
pelled  the  houfe.     The  fame  refolutions  were  made  with  regard   °"  ^* 
to  Serjeant  Birch  member  for  Weobfyy  and  he  was  alfo  expelled  the 
houfe. 

Then  that  part  of  the  report  which  related  to  Sir  John  Eyles^^x^john 
member  for  London,  was  read,  and  the  recital  of  a  conveyance  en-  Eyles  voted 
tered  in  a  book  belonging  to  the  faid  commiflioners  and  truftees  pifty  of  an 
was  read  ;  then  it  was  relolved,  That  he  was  guilty  of  a  great  ir-  ^"^g^^yi- 
regularity  as  a  commiffioner  and  truftee  for  fale  of  the  forfeited  e-?  '  !"  t*^" 
ftates  tor  the  ule  ot  the  public,  by  impowering  ^Ix.  Samuel  ^//^«,  reprimand- 
fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  and  truftees  for  the  fale  of  the  faid  ed  by  Mr, 
eftates,  to  fign  his  the  faid  Sir  John  Eyles's  name,  when  abfent,  in  Speaker, 
order  to  make  up  the  number  of  commiffioners  and  truftees  required 
by  aft  of  Parliament,  to  matters  of  form  in  proceedings  under  the 
faid  aft.     And  it  was  order'd.  That  he  ftiould  for  his  faid  offence 
be  reprimanded  in  his  place  by  the  Speaker,  and  that  heihouldat' 
tend  the  houfe  in  his  place  the  next  morning, 

March 
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March  31.  The  Speaker  reprimanded  Sir  John  Eylesy  as  fol- 
lows : 

Sir  John  Eyies, 
The  Speak- 'I  ^H  E  houfe  ha-ve  come  to  a  refolution,  that  you  are  guilty  of  a 
er's  repri-^       X    great  irregularity ^  as  a  commijjtoner  and  trujiee  for  Jale  of  the 
?^A^^^^/  y^^^V^^-  ejlatesfor  the  ufe  of  the  pub  lie  y  hy  impo^ering  Mr.  Samuel 
JO  n    ye  »  ^j]g„^  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  and  truftees  for  fale  of  the  /aid 
ejlates,  to  fign your  name,  njohen  ahfent,  in  order  to  make  up  the  num- 
ber of  commiffioners  and  truftees  required  by  aSl  of  Parliament^  to  mat- 
ters of  form,  in  proceedings  under  the  faidaSf. 

Andha<ve  impofed  a  command  upon  me,  luhich  is  the  only  one,  I  can 
truly  fayy  that  I  enjer  recei<ved  nvith  any  uneafinefs  in  the  place  I  no^w 
fit  ;  not  from  any  doubt  of  the  jufiice  of  the  co?nfnandy  nor  from  any 
un'williisgnefs  in  me  to  obey  an  order  of  the  houfe  ;  but  becaufeyou,  Sir, 
are  unfortunately  thefuhje^  of  it,  for  ivhom  I  ha<ve  ahvays  had  the 
greateji  perfonal  regard. 

The  offence  you  are  guilty  of  having  come  ^within  the  notice  of  the 
houfe,  it  ivas  impojflble  it  fhould  efcape  their  cenfure,  as  it  had  a 
reference  to  a  trufi  repofed  in  you  ;  repofed  by  Parliament !  the  highcjl 
and  moji  f acred  authority  any  fubjeSl  of  this  kingdom  can  a5l  under  ! 
and  <with  a  particular  confidence  in  you,  and  the  others  joined  <nj:ith 
you,  becaufe  of  the  relation  you  bore  to  the  Parliament :  a  trufi  of 
great  importance,  and  ivhich  required  great  pains  and  attention  to  it, 
and  for  that  a  very  confiderable  recompenceivas  afigned  to  you  out  of 
the  public  treafure.  The  recompencef Sir,  you  enjoyed  ;  but  the  pains 
and  attention  expelled  from  you,  you  faifd  in  y  and  illegally  delegated 
your  trufi,  in  inflames  cohere  a  fa  If e  and  fraudulent  ufe  has  been 
made  of  it. 

But,  happy  for  you.  Sir,  it  appears  to  the  houfe  to  have  been  a  mat- 
ter rather  of  evil  example^  than  evil  intention  in  you  ;  for  vohich 
reafon,  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe,  on  this  occafion,  have  a  mixture 
of  jujlice  and  mercy  ;  and  as  your  offence  ^vill  always  jufiify  the  cen- 
fureofthe  houfe  upon  you,  let  it  be  your  care.  Sir,  that  your  future  be- 
haviour  alvjays  jufiify  the  lenity  of  the  houfe  to  you.  Let  the  jujlice 
of  the  houfe  make  you  fear,  and  the  clemency  of  the  houfe  make  it  a 
matter  offorrovj  in  you  to  cffend  again. 

This  fenfe,  I  perfuade  m'^felf  you  have  of  the  judgment  the  houfe 
has  paffed  upon  you  I  vohich  is.  That  Ireprimandyou  far  your  faid  of- 
fence ^  and  I  do  reprimand  you  accordingly. 

To  this  Sir  John  Eyies  made  the  following  reply  : 

Mr,  Speaker, 

SfT  John     *  T  ^^  ^^'"y  "^^^^^  afhamed  of  an  offence  that  has  drawn  upon 

Eyks\  re-   '  X    "^^  ^^^  animadverfions  and  cenfure  of  this  houfe  ;  an  of- 

ply.  *  fence,  which  at  the  time  of  committing  it,  I  had  fcarce  any  idea 

'  of  being  fubjedt  to  blame  for.     I  am  now  made  truly  fenfible  of 

*  it,  and  the  itrong  and  lively  colours  in  which  yo.i.  Sir,  have 

*  drav/n 

s 
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*  drawn  it,  will  be  to  me  a  lading  memento  of  future  caution, 

*  The  judgment  the  houfe  has  paffed  upon  me  I  endure  with 

*  a  dutiful  fubmifiion  ;  and  you.  Sir,  having  ihewn  that  tender- 

*  nefs  and  humanity,  which  is  agreeable  to  your  nature,  in  pro- 

*  nouncing  it,  and  thereby,  in  fome  degree,  abated  its  rigour  ;  I 

*  cannot  but  exprefs  my  grateful  and  fincere  acknowledgment  to 

*  yourfelf,  and  alfo  to  the  houfe,  for  their  favour  in  not  carrying 

*  this  cenfure  to  any  farther  confequence.* 

The  Lord  Gage,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- The  thanks 
quire  into  the  fraudulent  {ale  of  Lord  Dernvent^aters  ellate,  hav- of  the  houfe 
ing  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  that  affair,  it  was  refolved,  nem.  S*^^'^  ^o  L<|* 
con.  That  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  be  given  to  his  Lordfhip  for  the  ^^^^^^^  ^^* 
great  fervice  he  had  thereby  done  the  public.  Then  it  was  or- ^^enttn'the 
dered.  That  the  report  of  the  faid  committee  be  printed.  affair  ofthe 

Jpril  3.  The  affair  of  Qeorge  Robin/on  znd  John  'Thompfan  occa-  Charitable 
fioned  a  new  debate;   for  the  day  being  then  paffed,  on  which  Ro-  Corpora- 
binfon  and  Thompfon  were  to  appear  by  the  a6l  before- mentioned,  ^^°"* 
and  neither  of  them,  but  particularly  i?(?/^/»yS«,  having  appeared 
or  furrendered  himfelf  in  the  terms  ofthe  faidadl ;  it  was  JTioved,^^[g  ^^Jj^_ 
That  he  might  be  expelled:  But  fome  ofthe  members  took  no-ceming  No- 
tice, *  That  by  the  faid  adl,  he  might,  within  the  time  limited, i/V;/on  and 

*  furrender  himfelf  to  either  houfe  of  Parliament;  and  though  'nt^bompfon, 
'  had  not  furrendered  to  that  houfe,  yet  they  did  not  know  but 

*  that  he  had  furrendered  himfelf  to  thje  other :  and  therefore 
'  they  moved.  That  a  Committee  fhould  be  appointed  to  infpedl 

*  the  journals  of  the  Lords,  and  to  report  to  that  houfe,  whether 

*  any,  and  what  proceedings  had  been  before  the  Lords,  in  confe- 

*  quence  of  an  a6l  paffed  that  feffion,  intitled,   Ja  a£l  to  encou- 

*  rageandcompelQQorgtKohin'ionEfq'y  and]o\\x\lL\\om'p^onto  ap- 

*  peart  &c.'     But  to  this  it  was  anfwered,  *  That  according  to  the 

*  terms  of  the  faid  aft,  the  faid  Robin/on  might  have  furrendered 

*  himfelf  to  the  other  houfe,  and  might  thereby  have  freed  him- 

*  felf  from  the  pains,  to  which  he  was  by  the  faidadt  fubjeded,  in 

*  cafe  of  his  not  appearing  and  furrendering  ;  but  this  they  had 
'  nothing  to  do  with,  when  they  came  to  confider  whether  or  no 
'  he  ought  to  be  expelled;  becaufe  in  that  que  ftion,  the  only  point 

*  to  be  confidered  of  was,  whether  or  no  he  had  attended  the  fer- 

*  vice  ofthe  houfe  according  to  order  ;  if  he  had,  it  would  appear 

*  by  his  anfwering  for  himlelf  in  his  place,  or  by  fome  member's 

*  riling  up  and  making  an  excufe  for  him ;  if  he  had  not,  he  was 

*  guilty  of  a  high  contempt  of  the  orders  and  authority  of  that 
«  houfe,  for  which  he  ought  to  be  expelled  ;   and  that  therefore 

*  they  had  not  in  the  prefent  queilion  any  bufmefs  with  the  jour- 
«  nals  of  the  other  houfe.'  At  lall  the  queilion  was  put  upon  this 
motion,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative.  Then  the  houfe 
came  to  a  refolution,  nem.  con.  That  George  Rohinfon  Efq;  having 
been  charged  in  Parliament,  with  being  privy  to,  and  concerned 
in  many  indired  and  fraudulent  praftices,  in  the  management  of 

the 
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thealFairs  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  for  relief  of  indulirious 

poor,  by  afiiiling  them  with  fmall  fums  upon  pledges  at  legal  in- 

terefi:  ;    and  witn  having   got  into  his  hands   very  large  fums  of 

money  belonging  to  the  faid  Corporation  ;  and  being  returned  a 

burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Gr^^/ 

^    ^   -p  ,  MarlotVy  in  the  county  o^  Bucks,  and  having  never  attended  the 

hhtfontx-'  Service  of  the  houfe,  although  required  fo  to  do,  was  guilty  of  a 

pelled  the     high  contempt  of  the  orders  and  authority  of  the  houfe.     Then  it 

houfe  onac- was  likevvife  refolved,  nem.    con.  That  the  faid  George  Robin  fort 

<:°""^o^[1^2Erq.  (hould  be  for  his  faid  offence  expelled  the  houfe:  And  Mr. 

aritaje    Speaker  was  ordered  to  iiTae  his  warrant  for  making  out  a  new 

tionr"^*"      writ  for  the  faid  borough  oi Marlovj^  in  his  place. 

The  lame  day  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 

whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  fupply  ;  and  the  eflimates 

of  the  feveral  fums  of  money  due  to  the  King  of  Denmark,   by 

virtue  of  his  late  Majefty's  declaration  to  that  purpofe,  for  the  agio 

2^,694 /.     or  diiference  of  the  fubfidies  payable  to  the  crown  of  Denmark,\\\ 

■J  s,  6  d.      purfuance  of  the  treaty  between  his  late  Britannic  Majefty,   the 

granted  to    jj^q(^  Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  o{ Denmark,  dated  the    i6th 

B^»OTjrlf    °^  4^/7/  1727,  together  with  feveral  other  papers  relating  to  that 

making       affair,  were  referred  to  the  faid  committee.     Then  amotion  being 

good  the  a-  made.  That  the  fum  of  22,694  /.  7   s.  6  d.  be  granted  to  make 

gto  of  his     good  the  faid  agio  or  difference  ;  the  fame  was  warmly  oppofed 

fubfidy  in     gy  feveral  members ;  but  at  laft  the  qaeftion  being  put,  it  was  car- 

37*7«  j-jed  in  the  afhrmative, 

April  4.  The  above  refolution  being  reported    to  the  houfe, 

a  motion  was  made  that  the  houfe  do  agree  with  the  committee  ; 

which,  after  fome  debate,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  216 

votes  againtl  104. 

The  bill  for      Jpril  6.  Lord  Gage  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  bill.   For  making 

jm\dn%voiA'Void  the  fen;eral  contraSis  for  fale  of  the  late  Earl  i?/' Derwent wa - 

the  fale  of    ter'j  efate,  which  was  read  the  firil  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 

iht  Earl  of  a  fecond  time. 

^^r"si  ^P^'^  *  7-  ^  petition  of  William  Smith  Efq;  and  Matthew  White 
ftate  read  ^^4^  ^^^^  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  read  ;  praying  to  be  heard 
the  firft  by  their  council  againft  the  faid  bill,  which  petitions  were  ordered 
time.^  to  lie  upon  the  table  till  the  fecond  reading  thereof;  and  that  the 

^titionof  petitioners  might  then  be  feverally  heard  by  their  counfel.  Here- 
and  Mattb.  "P°"  ^  motion  was  made,  That  the  witneffes  who  were  to  be  er. 
White  a-  *  amined  for  and  againft  the  faid  bill  at  the  fecond  reading  thereof, 
gainft  it.  fhould  be  examined  in  the  moft  folemn  manner.  This  occafion'd 
Motion  that  a  long  debate  in  the  houfe.  Thofe  that  were  againft  the  queftion 
the  witneffes  j.^pj.g^g^fgd^  c  -pj^^t  the  houfe  of  Lords  had  always  infifted  upon 
md  at^^hr^' '  ^^'  ^^^^  ^^^  ^°"^^  ^^  Commons,  being  no  court  of  judicature,  had 
fecond  read- '  i^^t  therefore  a  power  to  examine  witneffes  in  the  moft  folemn 
ing  of  the  *  manner,  at  the  bar  of  their  houfe  :  That  though  this  power 
faid  bill,  be  <  had  always  been  claimed  and  in^fted  upon  by  the  houfe  of 
ixamm'd  <  Common?,  yet  it  was  a  point  ftill  in  difpute  between  the  two 
upon  oat  .    ,  \^Q^{^^  ;  And  that  if  the  houfe  of  Commons  ihould  upon  that 

occafion 
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'  occafion  make  ufe  of  this  difputed  power,  it  would  occafion  a 

*  breach  between   the  two  houles,  which  might  not  only  prove 
'  to  be  the  lofs  of  the  bill  then  under  confideracion,  but  might 

*  be  of  much  worfe  confequence,  by  putting  a  full  Hop  to  all  the 

*  publick  bufmefs  of  the  nation  ;    it  being  well  known,  that 

*  whenever  any   breach   happened  between  the  two  houfes,  it 

*  proved  always  to  be  a  very  difficult  and  tedious  matter  to  re- 

*  ellabliih  that  harmony,  which  ought  always  to  fubfift  between 

*  the  two  houfes,  and  without  which  the  public  affairs  of  the  na« 

*  tion  cannot  be  carried  on ;  fo  that  their  coming  to  any  fuch  re- 
'  folution  might  intirely  unhinge  the  government,  and  throw  the 

*  whole  kingdom  into  confufion.' 

Thofe  members,  upon  the  other  hand,  who  were  for  the  que- 
ftion,  declared  the  great  regard  and  concern  they  had  for  the  bill 
then  under  confideracion,  and  for  the  public  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  nation  -,  but  faid,  *  That  the  true  method  of  preferving  the 

*  public  quiet  of  the  nation  was,  for  each  houfe  to  take  care  to 

*  preferve  thofe  powers  and  privileges  which  properly  belong  to 

*  them  :  for  if  that  houfe  ftiould  begin  to  yield  up,  or  not  exert 

*  a  power  which  they  had  always  enjoyed,  only  becaufe  the  other 

*  houfe  pretended  to  difpute  their  having  any  fuch  power,  they 

*  might  come  at  lalt  to  be  llript  of  all  the  powers  and  privileges 

*  they  ever  had  or  could  pretend  to :  That  it  was  well  known, 

*  that  the  houfe  of  Commons  had  always  been  ufed  to  impower 

*  their  committees  to  examine  witnefTes  before  them  in  the  moll 
«  folemn  manner  5  and  it  was  very  odd  to  pretend,  that  the  houfe 

*  itfelf  could  not   make   ufe  of  that  power  which  they  every 

<  day  delegated  to  their  committees ;  it  was  not  to  be  prefumed, 

*  that  the  other  houfe  would  raife  any  fuch  groundlefs  difpute : 

<  That  it  might  perhaps  be  pretended,  that  as  the  houfe  of 
^   Commons  was  no  court  of  judicature,  they  could  not  therefore 

*  adminifter  an  oath  ;  but  that  was  not  now  to  be  brought  into 

*  queltion,  becaufe  they  might  get  fuch  of  the  members  as  were 

*  juilices  of  the  peace  to  adminifter  the  oath  to  the  witneffes ; 

*  upon  which  oath  the  witneffes  might  afterwards  be  examined 

*  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  :  or  they  might  get  one  of  the  judges 

*  to  come  to  the  Speaker's  chamber  to  adminifter  the  oath  to  the 

*  witnefTes,  which  was  no  new  or  unheard-of  method  of  proceed- 

*  ing;  for  that  there  was  upon  their  journals  a  precedent  for  the 
«  fame,  and  that  method  was  then  allowed  of  by  the  other  houfe 

*  without  any  difpute  :  That  even  as  to  their  having  a  power  of 

*  adminiftring  an  oath  in  the  moll  folemn  manner,  they  hoped 

*  that  there  was  no  member  of  that  houfe  who  doubted  thereof; 
«  and  if  it  were  to  be  brought  into  difpute,  it  could  be  proved 

*  to  the  conviction  of  all  impartial  men  :  That  the  houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons  was  certainly  a  court  of  record,  their  being  fuch  having 
«  been  admitted  of  by  the  other  houfe  in  the  moil  folemn  man- 
«  ner,  as  appeared  by  the  6th  of  HenaWllI,  chap.  16.  By 
'    VoL.X.  K  k  .«  which 
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*  which  it  was  enabled,  *'  That  no  Knight,  bjc.  fhould  depart 
**  from  the  Pariiament  without  the  licence  of  the  Speaker  and 
*•  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled,  to  be  entered  upon  record, 
*'  in  the  clerk  of  the  Parliament's  book,  on  pain  to  lofe  their 
**  wages/'  That  this  was  an  indifputable  teftimony  of  their  be- 
'  ing  a  court  of  record  ;  and  as  fuch,  they  cert:;inly  had  a  power 

*  to  adminiiler  an  oath  in  any  affair  which  came  properly  before 

*  them,    and  upon  which  it  was  necelTary  that  vvitneiTes  fhould 

*  be  examined  :  That  as  there  was  a  precedent  for  examinin'T 
'  witnelles  in  the  raoll  folemn  manner  at  the  bar  of  their  houle, 

*  without  bringing  their  power  of  adminiftring  of  oaths  into  dif- 

*  pute,  if  the  prefent  qucilion  was  agreed  to,  they  might   follow 

*  that  precedent,  and  thereby  prevent  all  occafion  of  difference 

*  between  the  two  houi'es.' 

Which  paf-      Then  the  previous  queilion  being  put,  That  the  queftion  be 

fcsin  the     j^_^^y  p^f  u^on  the  faid  motion,  it  pailei  in  the  negative.     The 

^^'     majority  of  the  houfe  being  defirous  to  have  the  bill  paffed,  were 

unwilling  to  agree  to  any  motion  that  might  create  a  diifcrence 

between  the  two  houfes,  and  thereby  hazard  the  lofs  of  the  bill. 


April  20.   1732. 
^he  Report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Charitable  Cor- 
poration ordered  to  be  printed, 

MR.  Sandys  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  farther  report  from  the 
commiit^e  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Charitable  Cor- 
poration, which,  with  an  appendix,  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
the  fame  was  ordered  to  be  prmted  :  To  this,  therefore,  which 
may  be  found  in  the  Political  State  for  December  1732,  we  refer 
the  rnqaifitive  reader,  for  the  tedious  particulars  of  thia  iniquitous 
tranfaition. 
The  bill  for  jp^n  n  , .  The  bill  for  making  void  the  fale  of  the  late  Earl  of 
vacating  t  iejr)^,^^^^^^^^^,^^^^^3  eftate  was  read  a  leccnl  lime,  and  the  counfel 

Jala  ot  Lord  ,  ,   ^  ,  •     ,    • 

Derivent-     heard  for  and  agunlt  it.  ^ 

wflffr's  e-  Jpril  z\.  The  Taid  bill  was,  without  any  oppofition,  commit- 
ftate  read  a  ted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houle. 

fecond  time,  y^^y  ^_  Upon  the  farther  hearing  of  the  report,  made  by  the 
and  com-  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  affair  of  the  Charitable 
Sir  Robert  Corporation,  which  had  been  feveral  days  under  confideracion, 
Sutton  and  Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  Sir  Jrchibald  Grant  were  expelled  the 
Sir  Arcki-     houfe. 

laldG  ar.t        y^y  g^  The  hcufe  refumed  again  the  confideration  of  the  faid 

expdledthe  ^^p^jj.^  ^^^  amotion  was  made  to  refolve.  That  Sir  Robert  Sut- 

^^  ^'  ton  and  Sir  Archibald  Grants  Bj.ijus  Bond  Efq;    (who  had  been 

expelled 
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expelled  this  feiTion,  on  account  of  the  fraudulent  fale  of  Lord 
Der"-v2ntzcater''6  eftate)  William  Burroughs  Efq;  Ge^r^e  JackfoUy 
Benjamin  R?binfon,  William  Squire,  George  Robinfon,  JohnThomp- 
Jon,  Richard  Wooley,  and  T:homai  Warren,  having  been  guilty  of 
many  notorious  breaches  of  trull,  and  many  indired  and  fraudu- 
lent pradices  in  the  direclion  and  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Charitable  Corporation,  and  having  thereby  occafioned  great 
lofljs  to  minyof  his  Maj^lty's  rubjeds,  ou^ht  to  make  a  jail  fa- 
tisfadion  for  the  fame  :  But  feme  members  were  for  leaving  out 
the  words,  ought  to  make  ajuji  fatisfadion  for  the  Jams.  Hereupon 
Mr.  Shippen  Itood  up,  and  ipoke  as  follows. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

*  The  houfe  is  extremely  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  Mr.  ^^;^- 

*  of  the  committee,  for  the  great  pains  they  have  taken,  and  for /<?«'s  Speech 

*  the  great  fkill  they  have  (hewn,  in  dete^ing  a  dark  and  execra- o^^^J^^^t  oc- 

*  ble  fcene  of  villainy  :  And  furely  we  ought  not  to  entertamany 

*  propofition  which  comes  from  them,    in  confequence  of  their 

*  inquiry  and  of  oar  own  proceedings,  with  jealouly  and  diilrull. 

'  I  can  therefore  by  no  means  agree  with  thofe  gentlemen,  who 

*  fufped;  that  there  is  fome  latent  and  difguifed  meaning  in  the 

*  queibon  before  us,  and  who  are  for  leaving  out  the  latter  part 
«  of  it ;  becaufe  I  think  no  queilion  was  ever  framed  with  more 

*  candour,  or  conceived   in  more  clear   and  intelligib.e  terms, 

*  than  this  is ;  and  the  latter  part  is  fo  far  from  being  exception- 

*  able  or  fuperfluous,  that  it  is  the  necelTary,  the  natural  conclu- 

*  fion  from  the  premifes  contained  in  the  firll  part ;    For  fmce  the 

*  perions  named  have  been  lacely  voted  guilty  of  the  crimes,  with 
«  which  they  Hand  charged  in  the  report  of  our  committee,  what 
'  is  the  next  Hep  we  are  to  take,  but  to  vote  fome  puniihment  ? 

*  and  what  punilliment  fo  mild  with  regard  to  the  offenders,    or 

*  fo  jull  with  regard  to  the  fufferers,  as  reilitution  ? 

'  Let  us  take  the  whole  queilion  together,  and  we  fiiall  judge 
'  bell  of  the  propriety  and  coherence  of  its  feveral  claufes.  It 
'  runs  thu£,  'viz,  *'  That  Sir  Robert  Sutton,  &c.  havmg  been 
**  guilty  of  many  notorious  breaches  of  trull,  and  many  indirect 
**  and  fraudulent  pradlices,  in  the  direclion  and  management  of 
*'  the  aff  iir^  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  for  the  relief  or  induil- 
"  rious  poor,  "by  affiiling  them  witli  Imall  fums  upon  pledges  at 
*■  legal  interell ;  and  having  thereby  occafioned  great  lo  lies  to 
"  many  of  his  Majelly's  iubjeds,  ought  to  make  a  jail  fatisfadion 
*'  for  the  fame." 

*  Now,  as  I  have  already  faid,  no  queilion  was  ever  concei^^ed 

*  in  more  clear  and  intelligible  terms  than  this  is ;  and  I  am  at  a 
«  lofs  to  comprehend,  why  gentlemen  fliouid  dillike  any  expref- 
^  fions  in  it,  efpecially,  why  the  ingenious  LorJ,  and  the  worthy 

*  perfon  his  fecond,  fhouldobjcd  to  Lne  words, /•//f/^/Zi/^^^/V^.  For 

K  k  2  *  certain!  y 
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'  certainly  they  cannot  imagine  that  thefe  words  will  be  declared 

*  unintelligible  in  this  houie,  where  the  nature  and  meaning  of 

*  jullice  is  luppofed  to  be  perfedlly  well  underftocd,  as  it  is  or 

*  ought  to  be  the  rule  and  meafure  of  all  our  determinations  ;  and 

*  they  muft  forgive  me,  if  I  think  no  Dutch  commentator  ever 

*  miltook  the  lenfe  of  an  author  more  grofsly,  than  they  have 

*  miftaken  the  fenfe  of  this  quellion 

*  But  what  is  moft  remarkable  in  this  debate  is,  the  impatience 

*  fome  gentlemen  exprefs  to  know,  whether  the  advocates  for  the 

*  queftion  intend  to  proceed  againll  the  offenders  by  impeach- 

*  ment  or  by  bill  ;  and  they  feem  to  demand  that  we  Ihould  im- 

*  mediately  come  to  a  reidlution, 

*  Whence  can  this  impatience  arife  ?    If  it  arifes  from  com- 

*  paffion,  why  were  thefe  very  gentlemen,  who  now  interpofe, 

*  filent  ?  Why  did  they  fuffer  the  objefls  of  their  compaiTion  to  be 

*  unanimcufly  cenfured,  when  they  had  made  but  an  infufficient 

*  defence  for  themfelves,  and  wanted  the  aid  of  their  eloquence  ? 

*  If  ic  arifes  from  curiofity,  I  think  it  ought  rather  to  be  kept  m 

*  lufpenfe  than  gratified,  becaufe  it  is  unfeafonabic  and  irregular, 

*  If  it  arifes  from  the  fears  and  apprehenficns  of  particular  per- 

*  fons,  why  ihould  others,  who  are  under  no  fuch  anxiety,  be 

*  obliged  to  remove    thofe    fears  and  apprehenfions,  efpecially 

*  when  it  is  impoifible  for  them  to  know  how  well  they  may  be 

*  grounded. 

*  Since  then  no  good  reafon  appears  to  juflify  this  extraordi- 

*  nary  demand  5  fince  this  queftion  is  only  declarative  of  our  pre- 

*  fenc  difpofition  to  do  jullice,  and  to  give  fatisfadion  to  the  in- 
'jured  and  diftreffed  proprietors,  methinks  there  ihould  be  no 

*  difficulty  in  pafiing  it  :  For  we  fhail  be  as  much  at  liberty,  af- 

*  ter  we  have  pafled  it,  as  we  are  before,    to  choofe  that  method 

*  of  proceeding,  which  fiiall  be  thought  moft  proper,  when  we 

*  are  fufHcisntly  prepared  for  a  iinai  decifior. 

*  What  has  been  faid  concerning  the  difference  betwixt  im- 

*  pcachments  and  bills  of  attainder,  is  foreign  to  our  prefent  point, 

*  and  might  have  been  fpared  in  an  audience,    where  that  argu- 

*  ment;  hath  been  fo  fully  and  frequently  diiculTed,  at  the  end  of 

*  almoft  every  adminiftration. 

'  We  all  know,  that  impeachments  are  the  ancient  parliamen- 
'^  tary  method  of  bringing  public  criminals  to  public  juftice,  and 

*  it  is  the  inethod  we  ought  to  purfue  on  common  and  ordinary 

*  occafions.     Not  but  that  it  is  liable  to  many  difficulties,  to  the 

*  tedioufnefs  and  perplexity  of  forms,  to  the  caprice  of  the  houfe 
«  of  Lords,  by  which  means  jyli ice  hath  very  often  been  delayed, 

*  and  fometimes  entirely  defeated. 

*  We  all  know  too,  that  bills  of  attainder  are  the  utmoft  ftretch, 

*  and  the  terrible  part  of  parliamentary  power,  which  ought  ne- 
<  ver  to  be  exerted  but  in  the  moft  heinous  and  moft  flagrant 
^  inftances.    I  have  always  confidered  them  as  fuch  :  My  averfion 

'  is 
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*  is  fufficiently  known  by  my  conftant  oppofition  to  them  ;  and 
'  I  envy  no  man  the  glory  of  having  carried  bills  of  pains  and  pe- 

*  nalties  through  this  houfe,  by   being   profecutor,  judge,  jury- 

*  man,  and  even  evidence  in  the  fame  caufe. 

*  But  (hould  it  happen  in  our  day,  that  an  overgrown  unwieldy 

*  minifter  of  ftate  fhould  tumble  from  the  height  of  his  power, 
<  and  fall  under  the  cenfure  of  this  houfe,  for  protecting  fraud, 
'  and  patronizing  corruption  :    A  miniiler.  Sir,  who  may  have 

*  made  fuch  bills,   as  are  now  dreaded,  the  inftruments  of  his 

*  perfonal  vengeance,  and  the  fupport  of  his  cruel  adminiftration  ; 

*  perhaps  the  voice  of  an  injured  and  opprelled  nation,  crying 

*  aloud  for  juftice,  and  demanding  fpeedy  and  exemplary  punifti- 

*  ment,  may  then  prevail  over  genclemens  natural  inclinations, 

*  and  force  them  to  comply  with  what  they  would  otherwife  de- 

*  dine  and  difapprove  ;  nor  could  the  criminal  himfelf,  with  any 

*  appearance  of  modefly,  or  colour  of  reafon,  complain  ;  for 
'  Lex  Talionis  would  at  leall  be  Argumentum  ad  Hominenty  and 
«  the  world  would  univerlally  allow,  that  it  would  be  a  righteous 

*  judgment,  for  necis  artifices  arte  perirefud.     But  we  Ihall  have 

*  a  better  opportunity  of  explaining  ourfelves,  and  delivering  our 

*  fentiments  at  large,  if  the  cafe  which  I  here  only  fuppofe, 
'  fhould  ever  come  adually  before  us,  and  undergo  a  parliamen- 

*  tary  examination. 

*  I  ihouM  apologize  for  this  digreffion,  had  notthecourfeof  the 

*  debate  led  me  into  it,  and  made  it  neceflary  to  fay  fomething 

*  on  thefe  heads :  But  I  fhall  conclude  with  returning  to  the  que- 
'  llion,  and  humbly  offering  my  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  affure 

*  the  proprietors  we  will  aHill  them  in  a  future  fefTion,  tho'  we 

*  cannot  in  this,  to  repair  the  excefTive  lofTes  they  have  fuftained 

*  by  the  frauds   and  iniquities  of  their  diredtors,  as  far  as  lies 

*  within  the  reach  of  this  part  of  the  legiflature. 

*  I  hope  too  we  fhall  not  only  concur  with  the  honourable  gen- 

*  tlemen  of  the  committee  in  their  proportion,  but  give  them  the 

*  thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  the  honour  and  integrity  with  which 

*  they  have  acquitted  themfelves  in  the  public  fervice/ 

After  this  the  motion  as  above  pafs'd  into  a  refolution  :  Then  The  above 
it  was  ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bilL  to  reftrain  ">odon  a- 
all  the  faid  perfons  (except  WiUiani  Squire,  George  Robinfiin,  and  ^^^^ 
John  Thompfony  who  were  abfconded)  from  going  out  of  the  king- 
dom for  one  year,  and  till  the  end  of  the  then  next  felhon  of  Par- 
liament; and  for  difcovering  their  eftates  and  efFeds,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  tranfporting  or  alienating  the  fame.     As  to  William- 
Squire,  the  members  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  faid 
bill,  were  ordered  to  infert  a  claufe,  for  obliging  him  to  furren- 
der  himfelf  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  to 
give  fecurity  for  his  not  going  out  of  the  kingdom  for  one  year; 
ior  difcovering  his  eilate ;  and  for  preventing  the  tranfporting  or 

alienating 
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alienating  the  fame.     It  was  alfo  ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to 

bring  in  a  bill    for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers  in  the  Charitable 

Corporation. 

Two  bills         Two  bills  were  accordingly  brought  in,  and  paffed  both  houfe% 

paffed  in       U]ji  ^\^q  Lords  ilruck  the  name  of  George  J ackfo-n   and  Benjamin 

thl[Tfolu- ^''^''''>''  ''"^  ^^^^^  ^^^^• 

tion.  "  ^^^y  ^^'  ^'^^-  5«^^Vi  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  Sir  Robert  Sut- 

Mr    Sandvi*^^  ^^^  come  to  him  that  morning,    and  told  him,   that  he  had 

reports  from '■ficeived  a  letter  from  a  correfpondent  of  his  at  Paris,  in  which 

the  commit- was  inclofed  a  letter  from  Signor  Belloni,  a  banker  at  Ro7ne,    di- 

tee  on  the    reded  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  Charitable 

Charitable    Corporation  was  referred  ;  or  in  cafe  the  faid  committee  did  not 

^"JgP^'^"' iubdll,   to  Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  others,    acquainting  them,    that 

B^ellonfhzA  the  faid  Belloni  had  procured  John  fhornpfon,  late  warehouie-  keeper 

■wrote  to       to  the  faid  Corporation,  to  be  fecured  a  priioner  in  the  caflle  of 

them  from  St.  Angela  at  Rome :  Hereupon  the  laid  committee  was  ordered  to 

?Tr?^^  be  revived. 

jobnThomp-     ^,  ^^^    Sancls  made  a  farther  report  from  the  above  ccm- 

/jff  was  de-        .       j  ^^         •  /      _  r  , 

taLiedpri-     niittee,  and  thereupon  it  was  ordered,    1  hat  the  leveral    letters 

loner  there,  and  papers  mentioned  in  the  faid  report  fiiouid  be  laid  before  the 

Si'^nor  Bel-   ^^ufe.     Then  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  tranflate  Signor 

/sfl/'s  letter    Bellonis  letter. 

ordered  to  be      May  23.  The  Lord  Hawey  prefented  the  tranflation  of  that 

uanllated.    letter,  36  follows. 


Rome,  May  4,  1732. 
Gentlemen, 


s 

hn'i 


fgnor  Bel-  T  7*  is  fvuith  great  pleafure  that  I  lay  hold  of  this  occajlon^  'which 

i«i's  letter.   X    ^^^r^  oJj}iSy  to  fbe^v  7ny  efleem  and  my  affeBion  for  the  Engliih 

nation^  by  contributing^  to  the  ad-vantage  of  many  -private  per  Jons  in 

that  kingdom,  and  confequetitly  to  the  JatisfaBion  of  the  Parliament^ 

and  the  tiation  itfclf 

As  the  frauds,  that  have  been  convnitted  in  the  manageynent  of 
the  Charitable  Corporation,  have  made  a  great  noije  evtryu:here, 
people  here  hanje  been  fenfbly  touched  ivith  the  misfortunes  thefe 
Jrauds  haqje  occafioned,  and  have  fit  the  interefl  the  nation  had  to 
redrejs  them,  n.'jhich  could  not  be  efctled,  but  by  fei:::ing  the  per  fin 
and  the  papers,  the  books  and  the  effects  of  Mr.  Thompfon,  ^hich 
the  Parliufncnt  had  not  yet  been  able  to  compafs. 

To  this  end  haloing  received  advice^  that  the  faid  Thompfon 
might  co?ne  to  Rome  under  fame  horron,ved  natne,  the  neceffary  mea- 
fures  woerc  taken  to  put  him  under  an  arrejl  upon  his  arrival  there, 
r^vhich  have  been  put  in  execution  ;  at  the  fame  time  his  papers ^ 
letters  he  has  recei'ved  fro?n  England  fince  his  departure  from 
thence,  copies  of  letters  he  has  ^written  to  his  confidents,  and  notes 
of  his  mof  fecrtt  afairs  ha^ve  been  fiei  zeds  He  himfilfiii  at  prefint 

in 
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in  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  has  by  this  means  been  put  under 
a  fort  of  necejjlty  to  di  [cover  the  nuhole  my  fiery  of  this  affair  ;  <which 
he  has  amply  dme^  by  difco^jeriJig  tiot  only  the  books  and  eff'eds  of  the 
Corporation?,  hut  alfo  his  onx;n. 

This  being  done,  I  haue  been  ordered  to  communicate  this  im- 
■port ant  difco'very  to  ivhom  and  ^where  it  tnay  be  proper,  for  the  good 
and  ad--jantage  of  the  nation  ;  ivherefore  I  difpatched  ^vithcut  de- 
lay a  courier  to  one  of  my  correfpondents  at  Paris,  nvith  all  the  pa- 
pers  relating  to  this  affair,  that  he  may  fnd  the  means  to  hwve 
fhem  put  into  your  hands. 

But  as  equity  requires,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Charitable  Cor- 
poration, n.K:ho  'vjill  reap  fo  great  an  ad<vantage  frofn  this  difccqjery^ 
Jhould yield  to  certain  conditions  before  the  papers  and  w^ritings  be  de- 
li^vered toyou'y  I hat'e  ordered  my  corrcfpondent  to  infjl  on  thefe  con- 
ditiovs  being  prc^vioufly  agreed  tOy  and  in  the  mean  time  to  look  on 
thefe  papers,  as  a  funple  depcfite  in  his  hands  r.ot  to  be  parted  ^th 
till  this  be  done  ;  and  1  doubt  not  but  this  precaution,  as  nxjcll  as  the 
conditions y  'vuill  appear  juff  and  reafonable  to  all  thofe  <who  are  in- 
terejied  in  this  affair. 

Halving  thus  difcharged  my  commifflon^  there  remains  nothing  but  to 
beg  you  ^ixnll  be  perjuaded  of  my  refpeci  for  the  nation,  and  of  the 
deftre  I f^all  alvjays  have  to  contribute  to  its  adnjantage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  i^c. 

John-Angelo  Belloni. 


Then  feveral  other  papers  being  read,  the  Commons  came  to  The  Corn- 
two    refolutions,  with  which  the   Lords  concurred,   as  followf.  mons  refolve 
I.  Refolved,  nem.  con.hy  x\\q  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  t^^"^  Signor 
Commons  in  Parliament  afiembled,  That  the  paper  dated  at  Rome^^^H"^^'^  ^f'^' 
the  4th  of  May,  1732,  N.  S.  figned  John-Angelo  Belloni,  is  an  in-  ^^^^^^  ^^l\' 
folent  and    audacious  libel,    attempting,    by  falfe  and   infidious  with  which 
infinuations,  to  impofe  upon  the  Parliament   and  Britif>  nation  ;  refolution 
and  by  fpecious  pretences,  and  profelTions  of  eftecm,  affe£lion  and  ^^^  Lords 
compaffion,    to  amuie  the    unhappy  fufFerers  of  the  Charitable ^*'"^"''' 
Corporation,   with  vain  and  deceitful  hopes  of  relief:   That  the 
faid  paper  is  in  itfelf  abfurd  and  contradidory,  conceived   at  the 
beginning,    in  terms,  and  in  the  flyle  of  power  and  authoiity, 
or  as  proceeding  from  fome  extraordinary  interell  and  influence, 
bat  concluding  in   the  perfon  and   character  of  a  private  Banker 
of   Rome  ;    offering,  upon  certain  conditions,    on  the  behalf  of 
John  Thompfon,   to  deliver  certain  books  and  papers  of  the   laid 
Tho?npfon,     the    contents,    value    and     confequence   whereof   are 
unknown,    without  any   offer  to  furrender  the   perfon    of   the 
faid  Tho7npfon,   although  reprcfented  to    have  been  arrefted    and 
detained  in  fafe  culiody,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  frauds  committed 

by 
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by  him,    and  a  due  regard  to  juftice  ;  the  conditions  demanded 
and  inftfted  upon  by,  and  in  behalf  of  the  faid  Thompfon,  appear- 
ing at  the  fame  time  to  be  loofe,  evafive  and  uncertain,  tending 
to  procure  advantages  and  indemnity  to  himfelf  and  his  accom- 
plices, without  any  intention  or  profped  ofbeneht  to  the  corpo- 
ration :  And  that  this  whole  tranfaftion  appears  to  be  a  fcanda- 
lous   artifice,  calculated  purely  to  delude  the  unhappy,    and  to 
difguife  and  conceal  the  wicked  pradices  of  the  l^rofefled  enemies 
Itisalfo  or-^°^^^  Majefty's  perfon,  crown  and  dignity.     II.  Refolved,  That 
deredtobe    in  abhorrence  and   deteftation  of  this  vile  attempt,  the  faid  infa- 
burntby  the  mons  libel  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  before 
comnwn       the  'Royal  Exchange  in  London^  upon   Friday  next,  at  one  of  the 
JiajJ|man,     clock :  And   that  the  Sheriffs  of  London  do  then  attend,  and 
Caiue  the  fame  to  be  barnt  there  accordingly. 


F    I    JV    i    S, 


